
HERE’S WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT 
BRANDEN BRIM AND  

COURAGE: A MESSAGE FROM HEAVEN…

My friend Branden Brim has written a book that you won’t want 
to put down until you’ve read it cover to cover! His personal 
testimonies and revelations from God will help you overcome 
obstacles and receive new victories in the midst of trials that 
have been standing in your way. With the state of the world right 
now, there’s no doubt that this book is an important prophetic 
message for today! I especially appreciate Branden’s willingness 
to openly write about his glorious heavenly vision, sharing the 
supernatural encounter he had with the biblical King David in 
a way that empowers the reader with fresh insight and deeper 
hunger for the things of God. I believe that this book will leave 
a lasting impartation with those who are yielded and ready to 
embark on a spiritual journey into receiving divine courage from 
the glory realm. Open wide your heart as you read! 

—Joshua Mills 
Co-founder, International Glory Ministries 

Bestselling author, Power Portals and Creative Glory

To go along with the ways of the world is expected, but to go 
against the grain takes courage. As a friend to both Branden 
and Destanie Brim, I can confidently say that they are trendset-
ters for believers across the globe.

—Colton Dixon 
Musician and songwriter



Some people never reach their full potential and complete the 
mission or plan God has for their life. Many times, it can be 
attributed to the lack of one key ingredient: courage. In his new 
book, Courage: A Message from Heaven, Branden Brim answers 
the questions of how to find the courage to maintain focus 
on the goal, even through the hardships of life. I have known 
Branden since he was very young. He was raised to be strong in 
faith and how to hear from God. I observed the intensity of the 
calling on his life, even in his younger years, and watched as he 
has grown deep in the revelation of God’s Word. You can trust 
him to hear from heaven. Branden walks courageously in his 
ministry, teaching the Word. I would highly recommend that 
you listen to what he has to say and apply the principles con-
tained about courage. This book is a life-changer.

—Dr. Larry Ollison 
Larry Ollison Ministries 

If there was a book for the times we are living in, this is it! The 
world seems to be spinning out of control in many areas unlike 
anything we’ve ever seen before. This book is like a guide to help 
you navigate through the ever-changing culture we are facing in 
our lives every day. It takes courage to stand up and “run toward 
the problem rather than fleeing,” as Branden puts it. His unique 
delivery is like a fresh wind in a time we need it most. This truly 
is a message from heaven.

—RayGene Wilson 
Pastor, West Coast Life Church, Murrieta, CA



Courage is strength in the face of pain or grief. Branden Brim 
brings us a very timely word of strength, healing, and hope, 
speaking into the heart of this generation. This comes from a 
young man who has dedicated himself to touching the hearts of 
people. As you read these pages, your heart will come alive with 
faith to overcome the obstacles in life, a very inspiring word in 
this hour.

—Dr. E. Daniel Ponce, D.D., B.Th. 
Presiding bishop, United With Christ Ministries

An encounter with heavenly realities will change anyone who 
will put them to work. Like Gideon of old, who went from a 
fearful, downtrodden, cowardly man to a mighty man of valor 
and courage, I believe this generation of believers is heading 
toward a mighty encounter with God that will also bring great 
transformation, courage, and boldness to shake the world with 
God’s glory before the coming of the Lord. Branden Brim has 
been called, anointed, appointed, and prepared by the Lord to 
be at the forefront of this courageous new generation of believ-
ers. His heavenly lessons on courage change and transform him. 
I believe they will also change you as you read his experience 
and wisdom in this powerful book. 

—Julio E. Hernández, B.Th. MCC 
United With Christ Ministries



There are two phases of life, and Branden is in that first phase 
of being young, having energy, and being willing to take risks 
that others would not, loving God, and having the courage to 
go where others might not go. As a member of the second phase 
of life, Branden, I have great love and respect for you and have 
enjoyed watching you emerge as a symbol of courage and grace 
to your generation. You have crafted an indispensable book on 
courage, a message that must be launched into a culture that is 
riddled with fear and anxiety. Though you are young, you have 
proven your value in God’s army, and I believe your book will be 
a source of motivation for many.

—Don Milam 
Publishing and writing consultant 

Author, The Ancient Language of Eden

Once in a while, an author comes your way, and what he is 
saying is just the right word for this time in your life. Courage is 
the word that Branden Brim has for us today. In this book, you 
will see yourself in a whole new light and know you were created 
to overcome in all areas of life. Courage: A Message from Heaven 
will cause you to come up to a new place in your walk with God. 
I know that while you are reading this book, you will rise up 
in your heart and say, “I can do this. I can overcome.” Branden 
shares his stories of courage and moments in his life. Grab a cup 
of hot coffee or tea, sit back, and let this timely book help you to 
be courageous. You will be glad you did. Enjoy! 

—Rick Reyna  
Founder, Rally Ministry



Branden Brim’s new book Courage: A Message from Heaven 
is truly a godsend for the hour we are living in. I believe each 
reader will be set free from the opinions and desires of man and 
in turn be fully surrendered to God. I also believe that this book 
will challenge you to take courageous steps toward walking into 
your destiny and the plan of God for your life.

—Joseph Harris 
Lead pastor, Love Center Church MD & LA

Branden has been given a tremendous revelation of what it looks 
like to have courage for the days ahead. While the world is in 
great turmoil and crisis, those who have the courage to use their 
authority through faith in Jesus’s name will experience one of 
the greatest outpourings of the Holy Spirit to usher in the end-
time harvest. Branden has been raised up as a standard for this 
very moment in history to push back the flood of darkness and 
shine bright for all those who both see and hear the exploits of 
faith in his life and ministry—a firebrand for Jesus! I believe 
this book will impact you in such a way that you will run like 
never before with the fire of God to destroy every ungodly thing 
you face that tries to discourage you until our Savior returns 
for His blood-bought church. Thank you, Branden, for sharing 
your message from heaven with the world. May we all be found 
with courage in these last hours of daylight before the Lord’s 
return. 

—Pastor Allyn Clevenger 
FaithLife Olympia Church  

Clevenger Ministries International 



This is not your typical book on courage and faith. Courage: A 
Message from Heaven is exactly what the name communicates. 
It is a Holy Ghost-anointed message from heaven. It is fun to 
read, insightful, biblically based, and a must read in these final 
moments of the end of days. Branden Brim’s life experience and 
a true heavenly vision the Lord allowed Branden to experience 
will resound in your spirit. Branden and Destanie Brim don’t 
just speak about courage, they live it! I give this book my highest 
endorsement as I do Branden Brim and his ministry. This book 
is a blueprint from heaven for Christian courage.

—Tim Henderson 
Pastor, Jonathan Creek Fellowship, Sullivan, IL

Since first hearing Branden share this message on courage, 
which he received through a heavenly vision, it has made a pro-
found impact on my life. Courage equips us to advance, pos-
sess new territory, and overcome any obstacle in our life that 
seems impossible. I believe this is a timely message for the body 
of Christ today! 

—ReJeanna Jolliff 
ReJeanna Jolliff Ministries



Being Branden’s brother, I have been a witness to the encoun-
ters and experiences that he is writing about. These stories are 
true and I stand by every word. What this book covers only 
scratches the surface of encounters he and our family have had 
with the Lord, including various spiritual things. I was with 
him, watching him work through life’s various trials and trib-
ulations. During these times, it seemed like there was no way 
out. These were hard times on us all. And I watched as the Lord 
took Branden from this low place and lifted him up miracu-
lously through victory while being shrouded with humility. I’m 
so proud of Branden and his willingness to trust the Lord and 
do it when no one else understood him, obeying God’s word, 
seeing the goodness of God for himself, and setting an example 
we should all live by. 

—Jared Houle 
Brand specialist, Billye Brim Ministries

It’s amazing to see the spiritual growth in my brother and his 
hunger to be used of God. After Branden had his heavenly 
encounter, I remember the courage and boldness that came out 
of him. He was completely transformed. We are living in an 
hour that requires us to walk in courage. I believe that people 
reading this book will be completely changed by a fresh impar-
tation of heavenly courage to fulfill God’s plan for their lives.  

—Hannah Brim 
Hannah Brim Ministries
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1

COURAGE WITH PURPOSE

Look up! Take courage! Jesus has shaken the  
foundations of death and darkness.  

He fights for you and there is none like Him.  
—Smith Wigglesworth

What is courage, and what is its source? How do you get it 
when you need it? What prevents you from cowering in a cave 
for security when danger lurks?

Courage is a deliberate choice and willingness to confront 
suffering, agony, risk, the threat of death, hardship, uncertainty, 
or intimidation. Moral courage is the ability to respond rightly 
in the face of widespread opposition and popular opinion.

In his article “The Emotions of Courage,” Professor Daniel 
Putman writes:
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The ideal in courage is not just a rigid control of fear, 
nor is it a denial of the emotion. The ideal is to judge a 
situation, accept the emotion as part of human nature 
and, we hope, use well-developed habits to confront the 
fear and allow reason to guide our behavior toward a 
worthwhile goal.2

The Bible is full of stories of men and women mightily used 
by God in the face of physical peril and bitter opposition. They 
all share common threads: the people showed strength in adver-
sity and loyalty to God and His purposes. Courageous people 
loyal to God aren’t afraid to face giants or challenge hostile ene-
mies. Rather than fleeing, they run toward the problem. 

THE CALL FOR COURAGE 
Compared to those who sacrificed much and endured con-

siderable hardships, many Christians today forfeit little and 
suffer nothing for the cause of Christ. What happened to all of 
that courage? Why do we not see demonstrations of courage in 
our churches? 

Jesus spoke with boldness, and we should be imitators of 
Him. After He taught in the temple, some people said:

But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. 
Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the Christ?   
 (John 7:26)

With great freedom and courage, openly and publicly, Jesus 
boldly spoke in the temple, holding nothing back. And the reli-
gious leaders said nothing to Him; they did not contradict Him, 

2. Daniel Putman, “The Emotions of Courage” Journal of Social Philosophy 32, no. 
4 (2001): 465.
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nor did they prohibit Him from speaking. With great liberty, 
Jesus accused the Jews of conspiring to kill Him, confronting 
them with the truth that infuriated them.

The author of Hebrews, in chapter eleven, describes the hall 
of faith as men and women who, through faith:

Escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. 
Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance…They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom 
the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, 
having obtained a good testimony through faith.   
 (Hebrews 11:34–39)

In the last generations, many men and women were willing 
to sacrifice everything to spread the message of Christ in the 
world’s dangerous places, where many pioneers died from cancer 
or were killed by cannibals. Others like Richard Wurmbrand, 
who wrote the book Tortured for Christ, endured much for the 
sake of the gospel.

BOLD As A LION, sTEADY As OUR ROCK 
What should be our response in our generation? The cor-

rect response is to have courage and put our complete trust in 
God, especially in these last days, doing all we can to advance 
God’s kingdom at all costs. Be bold as a lion and steady as our 
Rock, Jesus.
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The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are 
bold as a lion.  (Proverbs 28:1)

Blessed be the Lord my Rock, Who trains my hands for 
war, and my fingers for battle.  (Psalm 144:1)

In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter and John demonstrated 
that Jesus was not dead but alive and operating through them to 
rock the world with the kingdom message. They paid the price 
and experienced torture, imprisonment, beatings, and death. 
The religious leaders thought they were done with Jesus, having 
negotiated His crucifixion with Pilate. But to their surprise, He 
rose from the dead and was now living through Peter and John, 
who demonstrated the same boldness as their master. 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and per-
ceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they mar-
veled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.   
 (Acts 4:13)

The first-century church grew by faith amid persecution and 
suffering. In our generation, in the suffering church, Christians 
are harassed, arrested, interrogated, imprisoned, fined, or killed 
because of their religious beliefs and practices, yet the church 
flourishes. Nelson Mandela learned that courage is not the 
absence of fear but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he 
who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.

We might not be suffering in the Western world like those 
in other countries, but we face opposition and ridicule in the 
schools and wherever we go. Every day, people are faced with 
opportunities to live by faith, even when it’s scary. We have 
opportunities to manifest courage in difficult places. The church 
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must create a culture of courage, encouraging people to take 
advantage of opportunities for change. During times of acceler-
ated change and uncertainty, anxiety increases, and the courage 
to take risks diminishes. Yet, these are the times and seasons to 
make the boldest action, allowing you to advance God’s king-
dom. We can do so in ways both big and small.

 
THE BRAVE MAN IS NOT HE WHO DOES NOT FEEL AFRAID,  

BUT HE WHO CONQUERS THAT FEAR.

On one occasion, I was with my family in a coffee shop. We 
were enjoying each other’s company, and I was sipping my usual 
drink, iced coffee with just a little bit of ice and cream, when I 
spotted a friend of mine who had just walked through the door. 
The coffee shop was busy that night, with crowds of people 
around every table. As I walked over to chat with my friend, I 
decided I would buy a coffee for him. 

CARRYING HIs PREsENCE 
While I was paying for his drink, I noticed my friend was 

stuttering and giving me a funny look. I didn’t pay much atten-
tion to this; we talked for a bit and eventually, we said our 
goodbyes. Shortly after leaving the coffee shop, I received a text 
message from my friend, who said he was happy to see me and 
thanked me for the coffee. Then the conversation shifted to the 
reason for his odd behavior. He told me that as we were talking 
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in the coffee shop, he saw Jesus on me. It surprised him, and he 
didn’t know how to respond. 

I’ve had this happen quite often, and I pray that you expe-
rience it, too. People need to see Jesus in you. When you are in 
God’s presence, you become saturated in the glory. It happened 
with Moses, and the sons of Israel saw the glory on his face. (See 
Exodus 34:29–30.) Experiences like that stir my heart and con-
stantly remind me of the need to live in His presence. I believe 
it pleases Jesus when we gaze upon His face and carry His pres-
ence with us. 

Even though I’m a young minister, I have faced obstacles 
and encountered attacks from the enemy. Instead of fixating on 
those things, I focus on Jesus. I know I can depend on Him 
for courage even in the most trying times. It reminds me how 
blessed I am to have been raised in a Christian home and to do 
ministry with family. 

A VOICE, NOT AN ECHO 
My grandmother, Dr. Billye Brim, is a well-known min-

ister who preaches the Word in her travels and on her TV 
show, The Prophetic Witness. Her ministry headquarters is 
Prayer Mountain in the Ozarks, located in Branson, Missouri. 
She also has a church near Tulsa, Oklahoma, and even has 
property in Israel, where she plans to build a prayer and study 
center.

It seems like everyone in my family can preach! A typical 
Brim family gathering goes like this: we see each other, there 
are hugs and laughs all around, and then one of my family mem-
bers tells us what God is doing in their life. Another jumps in, 
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telling us what they hear God saying. The times we share are 
such blessings, and I thank God for them! 

However, even though I was brought up in a beautiful 
Christian home, I had to develop my relationship with God. I 
hope you realize that Jesus wants to know you in a more pro-
found and personal way, too. Albert Einstein once said, “Be a 
voice, not an echo.” Don’t just mindlessly repeat what you’ve 
heard and blindly follow others, but speak from your knowl-
edge and experience. You can either be a leader or a follower, an 
originator or imitator. It’s your choice. An echo just repeats a 
fact, but a voice knows the fact. That’s a big difference! 

 
GOD WANTS US TO KNOW HIM  

WITH OUR HEARTS.

Faith is believing in your heart and speaking with your 
mouth. (See Mark 11:22.) God said that He wants us to know 
Him with our hearts. We live in a church culture where many 
people are echoes, repeating what others say, but do not have 
the experience. They may say that Jesus is alive, that Jesus is a 
healer, and that Jesus loves them. They might say they’re blessed 
with favor, but they don’t truly believe it, and the end result is 
that they experience defeated lives. There is no power in what 
they say, and people won’t listen to them.

Marinate yourself in the Word. Allow it to sink deep into 
your heart, embrace it by faith, and begin to declare it over 
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yourself daily. It may start as an echo, but eventually, you will 
become a voice. 

John G. Lake believed in the power of understanding Christ 
in you and wrote these words:

Christ’s indwelling in the human heart is the mys-
tery of mysteries. Paul gave it to the Gentiles as the 
supreme mystery of God’s revelation and the finality of 
all wonder he knew. “Christ in you” (Colossians 1:27). 
Christ has a purpose in you. Christ’s purpose in you 
is to reveal Himself to you, through you, in you. We 
repeat over and over that familiar phrase “the church, 
which is His body” (Ephesians 1:22–23), but if we real-
ized the truth of it and the power of it, this world would 
be a different place. When the Christian church real-
izes that they are the tangible, living, pulsating flesh 
and bones and blood and brain of Jesus Christ, and that 
God is manifesting Himself through each one every 
minute and is endeavoring to accomplish His big will 
for the world through them, not through some other 
body, then Christian responsibility would be under-
stood. Jesus Christ operates through you. He does not 
operate independently of you. He operates through 
you. Man and God become united. That is the divine 
secret of a real Christian life.3

Christ is in you.

3. John G. Lake, The Flow of the Spirit: Divine Secrets of a Real Christian Life (New 
Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 2018), 149–150.



COURAGE wITH PURPOsE  27

LIFE Is A TEsT
No matter what your age or occupation, every day, you are 

tested with unforeseen challenges. You either accept these chal-
lenges and meet them head-on, or resist them and try to wish 
them away. Yet challenges are intertwined with the fabric of our 
lives. They are the tests we face daily.

There was a time when I was just an echo. I knew all the 
right church words to say, but the words were lifeless. As I write 
this book on courage, I can honestly tell you that this subject 
came alive because of the experiences on my journey. I was 
forced to live life by courage every day, and the times of testing 
caused me to grow up quickly. God always knows how our life 
circumstances will affect us, but we don’t.

My challenge came when I was asked to fill a vacant posi-
tion, with the opportunity to travel, with my grandmother in 
her ministry. 

I was excited to become her personal assistant, helping her 
any way I could, such as setting up the book and CD table. At 
the time, I had no idea what the full extent of my duties would 
be, nor how vital this position would be to my spiritual growth 
and fellowship with God. But God knew, as He always does. 

He knew precisely what I needed and was preparing me for 
what was to come. Those first few trips were great, but I wasn’t 
yet entirely on fire for God. That change came over time.

Don’t get me wrong. I loved Jesus, and I read my Bible, but 
He didn’t occupy the first place in my life at all. God wasn’t 
my priority yet. I was still doing ungodly things like listening 
to music and media that didn’t bring Him glory and talking 
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to people who were not so godly. I had relationships with the 
wrong girls. I was only concerned about myself during that time. 

Once, we traveled on a ministry tour to Canada; the meet-
ing schedule stretched more than a month and took us all over 
that beautiful country. My grandmother was part of a huge con-
ference in Ottawa. When we arrived at the convention center, 
we headed to the back green room, where the other ministers 
were gathering. As we were about to walk into the room, my 
grandmother said, “Branden, the other minister speaking at 
this conference is a powerful man of God and full of the Holy 
Spirit.”

I told her, “Thank you for telling me,” while silently repent-
ing. I didn’t want any Spirit-filled minister walking by, trying to 
confront me and tell me what I was doing wrong. I asked Jesus 
to wash me and cleanse me from anything that was not of Him, 
ending with, “In Jesus’s name, amen.” 

So, we walked into the room, and the minister seemed to 
be drawn to me like a magnet. He locked eyes with me, walked 
straight over to me, and said, “Let’s go on a walk.” As we did so, 
the minister spoke to me and prayed with me. It was a momen-
tous occasion, and yet that is only one encounter with God that 
affected me and my future. 

While I faithfully carried out my duties for my grand-
mother, I was often dismayed by her requests for me to speak at 
meetings. We would be on our way to a church service, and she 
would tell me, “Branden, I want you to share in the meeting and 
tell them what God has shown you.” It was like a punch in the 
gut because I didn’t feel prepared and wasn’t in a place to preach. 
I was not even thinking about that opportunity, but God was! 
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I can see more clearly now how God was preparing me 
the whole time. Trusting God, I agreed to minister publicly. I 
was not alone, for the Holy Spirit helped me and ministered 
to people through me. They were sometimes overwhelmed by 
God’s presence. Though I was a novice in ministry and sounded 
nervous when I spoke, I didn’t let that affect me. I knew God 
was doing something special in my life, and if I cried in front of 
people because I sensed God’s presence, then so be it! 

 
JESUS IS MORE THAN A SERMON PREACHED OR A BIBLE 

LESSON TAUGHT. HE IS THE SOURCE OF LIFE WITHIN YOU, 
INFUSED WITH HIS LOVE AND POWER.

My life was changing dramatically. I was experiencing God 
in a way I never knew before. I went from being lukewarm to 
being on fire for God. It was beyond anything I had ever known, 
and it was amazing. Jesus was more than a sermon preached or 
a Bible lesson taught. He became the source of life within me, a 
life that infused me with His love and power. I was sensing it all 
the time. Daily, I felt Him pouring love into me, changing me 
by the minute. The things holding me back, the bad habits, the 
way I talked, and the emotions out of whack were all melting 
away by His love. 

Everyone I knew saw the change in me, and I didn’t say a 
word about it. People saw Jesus in me, just as the early church 
saw Jesus in Peter and John. One man I had known my whole 
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life didn’t recognize me. Walking in God’s love and living in 
God’s presence made the difference. 

MARRIAGE AND MOVING 
After three years of traveling and serving as a personal assis-

tant to my grandmother, I met my future wife Destanie at a 
church conference. She was talking to my sister Hannah, but 
I only said a few words to her. Although I felt a spark, I wasn’t 
anxious to find a wife and get married. I wasn’t looking for a 
wife either; I was seeking God to know His will for me. I knew 
the Lord would bring my wife to me when the time was right, so 
I was not worried about it.

I mentioned to Destanie that I would be in California on 
a ministry trip. After I arrived there, she reached out to me on 
social media. We started hanging out together with her family 
and one of my relatives—and the rest is history. Now I know 
that God put Destanie in my life. That feeling grew from the 
first time we met until we got married nine months later. Yes, 
we moved fast, but we knew it was God.

At the same time, I sensed the Holy Spirit saying, “Move to 
California!” Was I hearing God right? Move to California? You 
would think it wasn’t the best decision in the natural, leaving 
the job that provided security and income, not to mention my 
family. Knowing God called me to preach, I thought the best 
way to flourish would be to stay with my grandmother and have 
the opportunity to meet pastors and other key leaders. But no, 
God called me to move to California and to trust Him. Making 
that decision required buckets of courage to trust God in the 
face of what appeared to be impossible and maybe even insane. 
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The path required abandoning the natural way of thinking 
and embracing the spiritual.

But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.   
 (1 Corinthians 2:14)

To the world, such a decision might look like a hasty, imma-
ture choice, but I leaned on the Spirit for the right decision, and 
I knew what it was: go to California!

I didn’t need to look for any man to open the way for us 
because I believed that if God had called me, He would open the 
way. The Lord is our Way Maker. God told me, “Make the right 
decision, be courageous, and move to California.” The path was 
fixed, and I was at peace.

My family blessed me the night before my trip to California. 
We were all at my grandmother’s home with other well-known 
ministers, and everyone prayed for me before sending me off. 
Among the ministers there was my spiritual father, Dr. Gary 
Wood. He was a powerful preacher with an amazing testimony 
about being supernaturally raised from the dead after a fatal car 
accident when he was a young man.4 

The night before I left, Dr. Wood told me, “Branden, I 
prayed Psalm 91 over you, asking for angels to watch over you 
and keep you on your way to California, in Jesus’s name. Amen!”

(In my beginning years of ministry, before Dr. Wood died 
a second time and returned to heaven forever, my wife and I 
traveled with him, praying and opening each service before 

4. Dr. Gary L. Wood, I Saw the Glories of Heaven: A Story of Healing, Hope, and 
Life after Death (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 2018).
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preaching. We saw many miracles and supernatural manifesta-
tions everywhere we went.) 

I left my grandmother’s house and went back home to pre-
pare for my drive the next morning. I woke up early, and my little 
red Honda was packed with everything I owned: some clothes, 
a Bible, and barely any money. Was I scared? Yes, I was, but I 
knew I was obeying God, and I spoke courage into my soul: 
“Branden, you have courage. Holy Spirit, give me courage.” Part 
of me didn’t want to leave, but I chose to obey the voice of Jesus. 

Before driving off, I went back into the house and ran down 
the stairs to tell my mom goodbye and tell her that I loved her. 
She was startled to see me, saying, “I thought you had already 
left.” She had seen a vision, she said, and would tell me about it 
later.

After my mom held me tight and prayed for me, I got in my 
car and began the long drive to California. A little later, feeling a 
bit curious, I called my mom and asked her what she saw.

“Branden,” she said, “at about six in the morning, an angel 
walked into my room and looked at me. And he looked like you, 
and I heard him talking about different things. I knew he was 
sent to help you on your trip to California.” 

This was the very thing that Dr. Wood had prayed for the 
night before.

I sensed the angel with me in my car, assisting me and pro-
tecting me on my trip. It was the most peaceful and most lei-
surely drive I have ever experienced. I believe God answered my 
prayer for courage and even allowed my mom to see the angel 
to encourage her. Angels are “all ministering spirits sent forth 
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to minister for those who will inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14). 
That’s us!

A NEw BEGINNING
When I arrived in California, I was excited to see what God 

would do in my life and through my ministry. I imagined God 
had plans for me to travel again like I did with my grandmother, 
meeting powerful men and women of God and going to some of 
the biggest churches.

But my first day in California was nothing like I expected; 
it wasn’t glamorous at all. I was going to live in a small trailer on 
a property owned by Destanie’s family—and my first job was to 
wax the trailer! Instead of being an incredible preacher before 
large crowds, I was waxing an old trailer for several days. Talk 
about humility! I sensed a desire to quit and return home. I felt 
like I had marched back one hundred steps from the place of 
ministry I knew. In my heart, I said, “God, why this?”

Then, in my spirit, I heard the Lord speaking to me. 
“Branden, I didn’t come to be served; I came to serve.” 

As always, God’s presence busted me and encouraged me 
to trust Him during this time. As the refrain of an old hymn 
goes, “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way.”5 I decided to 
volunteer by helping Rally Ministry, founded by Destanie’s par-
ents, in any way possible. When I wasn’t helping, I was crying in 
my small trailer, asking God for His help but mostly spending 
time with Him. A season in the secret place became a lifestyle in 
that place of His presence. In that secret place with God, I was 
building a platform for courageous living. 

5. “Trust and Obey” by John H. Sammis (1887).
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Two months after arriving in California, I married Destanie, 
and we ended up living in that small trailer together. I was a bit 
surprised when people sent offerings to my grandmother’s min-
istry designated for me. No one knew what I was doing, but 
God did, and He was speaking to people’s hearts about us—so 
much so that after one year, we had received three times the 
amount I had made working full-time in Missouri. We serve a 
supernatural God! I was young but learning fast that God truly 
does work in mysterious ways.

 
DON’T LOOK TO MAN FOR BREAKTHROUGHS  

AND MIRACLES—TRUST GOD AND DO  
WHAT HE TELLS YOU TO DO.

Don’t look to man for breakthroughs and miracles—trust 
God and do what He tells you to do. I am not looking for a way 
when Jesus is the Way. He will prepare the way, opening doors 
that no man can open! Our ministry began with a call to preach, 
and I shared my heart with God. “You called me to preach,” I 
told Him, “and You will open the right doors for me. I won’t sell 
myself for meetings and making partners for ministry. You are 
the Way Maker and the door buster!”

Every night, I would preach a message to myself in front of 
a mirror. That little trailer became my church for preaching to 
myself, and I did it with enthusiasm. I was exercising and pre-
paring for the future and what God was planting in my heart. 
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As I preached enthusiastically in that small trailer while looking 
in the mirror, it built courage in me. Faith was filling my heart 
as I shared from the Word of God. 

Every year, our ministry grew by leaps and bounds, with the 
best only from Him and doing what He called us to do. We have 
an extensive partner base now, and I am thankful to God for 
how He uses them to support us and our ministry. Despite our 
lack of courage to launch out on our own without a little sup-
port initially, God was faithful. Even when I was discouraged or 
felt like quitting, I pressed forward and always prayed for more 
courage. Courage is releasing the familiar to discover the future 
that awaits you as God leads you.




