
What People Are Saying About Jeff Leake and  
Gateway to a Supernatural Life…

We live in a world desperately in need of Spirit-baptized, Spirit-
filled, and Spirit-empowered people. In his book Gateway to a 
Supernatural Life, Jeff Leake provides a Bible-saturated tour of the 
life every Christian should long for and experience. Read this book 
expecting your life to change!

—John Lindell 
Lead Pastor, James River Church, Springfield, MO

Jeff has written another devotional book that has the potential 
to change your Christian walk dramatically. Get your hands on 
Gateway to a Supernatural Life and grow spiritually.

—Rob Ketterling 
Lead Pastor, River Valley Church, Apple Valley, MN

I have met many world leaders, professional athletes, and success-
ful businesspeople, yet Jeff Leake always stands out to me as one of 
the finest men I have been privileged to know. He doesn’t encour-
age others to walk where he has not walked himself. Gateway to a 
Supernatural Life is a guidebook to a deeper walk with the Holy 
Spirit, and it is as authentic as Jeff himself.

—Stephen J. Avery 
Former running back, Pittsburgh Steelers  
Avery Family Ministries, Pittsburgh, PA



Because Pastor Jeff Leake actually lives and breathes the book of 
Acts and is planting life-giving churches, the book you are hold-
ing in your hands is explosive. This isn’t just a collection of elo-
quent and wise words, but a book that has the demonstrative and 
life-transforming power of the Jesus gospel on every page. This is 
more than just “desk” or “university” knowledge from a professor; 
it is well-tested and proven teaching from discipleship training and 
the frontier of evangelism. Read it, teach it, and see how the Holy 
Spirit will transform lives.

—Johannes Amritzer 
Founder and President, Mission SOS International 

Author, How Jesus Healed the Sick: And How You Can Too!

In this book, Gateway to a Supernatural Life, Jeff uses compelling 
biblical events and dramatic personal accounts to prove the power 
of the Holy Spirit can and still does make a difference in the lives 
of believers today. The Holy Spirit is God adding His super to our 
natural.

—James Leake 
President, Acts 20:24 Ministries

Few issues are as important to Pentecostals as their personal expe-
rience in the life of the Spirit. There are also few issues that are as 
confusing to non-Pentecostals as this same experience. Jeff Leake 
approaches this subject in a thoughtful, biblical, and experiential 
way that I’m confident will remove much confusion and add much 
clarity to the importance of a dynamic Spirit-filled life for all believ-
ers. I would encourage individual and group study of this work, 
with the anticipation of a greater power for service for our Lord.

—Stephen R. Tourville 
Superintendent, PennDel Network of the Assemblies of God  
Coauthor, Better Together: Harnessing the Power of Teamwork



Pastor Jeff Leake writes a practical, eye-opening guide to accessing 
the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. It’s hard to imagine 
a more challenging and liberating exploration of this surprisingly 
unexplored area—the crucial role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
believers. Gateway to a Supernatural Life will bring you face-to-face 
with the limitless potential God has for you.

—Brian Bolt 
Founder, CityReach Network 

Lead Pastor, CityReach Church, Pittsburgh, PA  
Author, Reach: A Story of Multiplication in the City

With the privilege of knowing Jeff personally, I have witnessed 
the power of miracles at work in his life’s journey. Gateway to a 
Supernatural Life is a great bridge for conversation to discuss the 
supernatural reality of the life-changing experience of the baptism 
in the Holy Spirit. You will enjoy the story-strengthened, practical 
approach that gives anyone food for thought and opens the dia-
logue for interaction. As you read, enjoy your personal journey for 
the miracle God has in store for you.

—Ron Heitman 
Lead Pastor, Evangel Church, Hanover Park, IL

I stand in awe of the simplicity, biblical integrity, and practicality 
of this book. Without a doubt. you are about to read one of the 
best books on the Holy Spirit; it is able to catapult any believer 
into a fruitful and adventurous Christian journey.

—Fernando DeCarvalho 
Executive Director, SOS Adventure Office



I have been a pastor for over thirteen years and experienced the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit for the first time this past year at Jeff ’s 
church. As evidenced in this book, Jeff has a unique ability to make 
this beautiful and exciting Christian experience understandable 
and accessible to many Christians. I pray God will use this book 
to take everyday believers to new levels of worship, prayer, and 
service—to release a river of fervency from within every soul that 
encounters it.

—Dr. Dan Muttart 
Pittsburgh, PA

Nothing will ignite your faith like the power of the Holy Spirit! 
And nothing will ignite your hunger like real-life stories. Gateway 
to a Supernatural Life will leave you longing and looking for your 
own “book of Acts” experience!

—Ron Johnson 
Pastor, One Church, Orlando, FL

I grew up in churches that were alive with the tangible power of 
the Holy Spirit, and I’m eager to reproduce those experiences in 
our church today. I’m also eager to do it in a way that’s sensitive to 
the seekers in our city who are exploring faith and giving church a 
shot. Jeff Leake has taught me how to introduce people to the tran-
scendent presence of the Holy Spirit without being weird. This 
book is a gift for anyone who wants to experience the fullness of 
the Spirit in a culturally sensitive way.

—Brad Leach 
Lead Pastor, CityLife Church, Philadelphia, PA



When I first heard that Jeff Leake was writing a book on the bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit, I immediately said to myself, “Finally!” 
and for this simple reason: Jeff has an incredible gift to preach and 
teach on any given topic and make it easy to understand and apply. 
And since the book is about my favorite topic, I couldn’t be hap-
pier! On every single page, Jeff makes you long for the power of the 
Holy Spirit over your life and for the ability to live a “book of Acts” 
lifestyle each day. Not only that, but he stirs up the faith in you 
that it is possible! I can’t wait to see how many lives will be changed 
forever by reading Gateway to a Supernatural Life!

—Samuel Strandberg 
Executive Director, Northeast Ministry School

In Gateway to a Supernatural Life, author Jeff Leake helps us take 
that beautiful, biblical, but often under-accessed gift of the bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit off the shelf. In a clear, compelling way 
(and with life-in-the-real-world stories), Jeff removes the wrap-
pings of confusion and controversy (and maybe even—dare I say 
it?—weirdness) to reveal the one thing our weak hearts have been 
longing for all along: Holy Spirit power to live the vivid Jesus-is-
alive message in this broken world. Maybe the idea of Spirit bap-
tism is brand-new to you. Or perhaps, like me, you need fresh eyes 
to see the vast potential for empowering transformation available 
to every believer through this gift from Jesus. Either way, Gateway 
to a Supernatural Life is for you.

—Jodi Detrick 
Religion columnist for The Seattle Times 

Author, The Jesus-Hearted Woman



I absolutely love this new book. Not only do I 100 percent believe 
in what Jeff is sharing, but I’m ecstatic that a contemporary leader 
and pastor has written a new book on the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. The storytelling, theology, passion, quotes, and practical 
path Jeff lays out for anyone to receive the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit will make Gateway to a Supernatural Life an important book 
for many years to come. I plan on distributing it widely and pro-
moting it enthusiastically because every Christian needs to read it.

—Scott Hagan 
President, North Central University, Minneapolis, MN

Jeff Leake is an incredible communicator. He takes eternal truths 
and makes them accessible through practical insights and inspir-
ing stories, always painting a clear path to personal transformation. 
But what really adds weight to what any author or communicator 
has to say is that person’s testimony and spiritual fruit—and when 
you appraise Jeff’s life, you see that he has fruit, and lots of it. I 
wholeheartedly recommend Gateway to a Supernatural Life because 
of the powerful truths clearly articulated that impart faith for Holy 
Spirit impact in your life and ministry. Get ready for God to add 
new chapters to your story as you experience His power for life.

—Justin Maslanka 
Lead Pastor, CityReach Church, Cleveland, OH
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ONE
IT’S MORE THAN ENOUGH

Take the Holy Spirit out of the equation of my life, and it 
would spell b-o-r-i-n-g. Add Him to the equation of your life, 

and anything can happen.  
—Mark Batterson1

Without the baptism in the Holy Spirit, what we have is simply 
not enough!

This is the conclusion Jesus’s disciples would have reached when 
they heard Him make this statement: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:4–5). Consider the whirlwind 
of change that Peter, James, John, and the others had just been 
through.

Only weeks earlier, they had watched their leader as He was 
nailed to a cross. For three years, they had followed this revolu-
tionary leader, Jesus of Nazareth. While Jesus had predicted 
the moment of His death, biblical history reveals that the disci-
ples were personally and emotionally unprepared to face it. Their 
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Messiah was crucified. He died. Friends took His body down 
from the cross and buried Him in a tomb.

All seemed hopeless. Nothing made sense. The disciples hid 
away, afraid that their own lives were in danger.

Then came Sunday!

Jesus rose. The stone was rolled away. The dead body of their 
Master came back to life, and they saw Him in His resurrected 
form. Talk about a game changer! If this was possible, then any-
thing was possible! People don’t just come back from the dead. But 
Jesus did! He conquered death. He overcame the grave, and in so 
doing, He proved that He was who He said He was.

Acts 1:3 tells us, “After his suffering, he presented himself to them 
[the disciples] and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God.”

During this forty-day period of time, Jesus began to unfold 
to His disciples what He wanted them to do next. His mission 
for them, should they accept it, was to take the message of His 
resurrection to the entire planet. Every person, every race, every 
nation was not only to hear about what had happened but was 
also to be invited into a personal relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19–20).

Can you imagine? If you have listened to teachings from the 
Bible, you have probably heard these famous verses. The chal-
lenge Jesus gave to His disciples is often referred to as the Great 
Commission. But when you think of the implications of this com-
mission, it seems to be more like a huge impossibility.

• Most of these disciples weren’t formally educated.
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• Many of them were in their early twenties—some in their 
late teens.

• All of them lived in a very poor region under the domination 
of Roman rule.

• For most of the three years they had walked with Jesus, the 
twelve disciples hadn’t gotten along very well.

• Several of them were rivals and were battling for top posi-
tion in this discipleship group.

• None of them had traveled more than a few hundred miles 
from home.

• All this took place in an era of limited technology. Travel was 
by horse or on foot. There were no phones, tweets, emails, or 
even an established Pony Express.

Now Jesus expected them to take over the world!

By the way, we should mention that He wanted them to do all 
of this without Him. Just after He gave this commission, He disap-
peared. “After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and 
a cloud hid him from their sight” (Acts 1:9).

What we have in our lives without the power of the Holy 
Spirit is simply not enough!

Can you identify with that reality? Every one of us faces things 
in our lives that cause us to admit, “What I have right now is simply 
not enough!”

• Addictions we have tried and failed to overcome

• Depressing circumstances that constantly drag us down

• Complications with our family relationships that leave us 
frustrated and confused

• Habits we just can’t seem to break

• Needs we just can’t meet
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• Visions and dreams we want to pursue but can’t see how 
they’ll become a reality

• Even our attempts to follow Christ faithfully often feel 
hollow and lacking; we feel like we don’t measure up. We slot 
the life we want to live into the “huge impossibility” category 
and feel powerless and inadequate to do anything about it.

If you have felt that way, I have some really good news for you: 
God knows you aren’t adequate for the task in your own strength. 
Your inadequacy doesn’t surprise Him. It doesn’t shake His confi-
dence in you or in His plans for your life. It doesn’t limit what He 
can do in and through you.

In fact, becoming aware of our own personal inadequacy must 
happen before God can do powerful things in our lives. Jesus taught 
this principle in His famous Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). 
We could paraphrase that statement like this: Nothing will change 
in my life until I’m willing to admit that I need help.

Before we go on in this chapter, why don’t you stop and read 
that last sentence out loud to yourself. How did you feel? Do you 
agree with what you said? Did you resist this thought? It’s critically 
important that we accept this truth before we can move forward to 
make changes in our lives.

You must recognize your need for something more before 
God can release something amazing in and through your life. Self-
dependency is the enemy of a supernatural life, the life God has 
in mind for you. Think about that word supernatural. I define it as 
“above and beyond what is naturally possible.” It involves accessing 
a power that is not within our natural selves. It describes what 
happens when God gets involved with people who are willing to 
trust Him.



It’s More Than Enough  27

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CHANGED PETER’S LIFE
Consider Simon Peter, one of the disciples. He was part of the 

inner circle of Jesus’s discipleship group. There were twelve dis-
ciples, and Jesus spent the most time with three of them: Peter, 
James, and John. Peter’s life serves as a picture of what God wants 
to do in our lives. Consider the following points.

PETER TRIED TO SERVE GOD IN HIS OWN STRENGTH.
There’s probably no better moment that defines Simon Peter 

than the moment he promised Jesus undying loyalty. It was just 
after the Last Supper. Jesus had predicted that He would be 
betrayed and that everyone in the room would forsake Him at 
His moment of greatest need. Simon Peter spoke up with all the 
self-confidence he could muster: “Even if all fall away on account of 
you, I never will” (Matthew 26:33). And again he pledged, “Even if 
I have to die with you, I will never disown you” (verse 35).

When Simon Peter made these promises to Jesus, I believe 
he was being serious. He truly meant to follow through, but he 
had no idea how weak he actually was and how strong his desire 
for self-preservation would be. When the moment of truth came, 
Peter denied even knowing Jesus, not once but three times. (See 
John 18:15–18, 25–27.)

PETER WAS INCONSISTENT IN HIS EFFORTS, AT BEST.
This wasn’t the first time Simon Peter had demonstrated his 

good intentions and inconsistent results.

• One minute he was walking on the water with Jesus; the 
next moment he was sinking in the waves, overwhelmed by 
fear. (See Matthew 14:22–34.)

• One minute he was making the greatest confession ever (that 
Jesus is the Son of God); the next minute he was rebuking 
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Jesus to His face for even considering the mission of dying 
on the cross. (See Matthew 16:13–28.)

• One minute he was standing boldly in the garden of 
Gethsemane, sword in hand, attacking the men trying to 
arrest Jesus. The next minute, he was calling curses down on 
himself while he denied ever knowing Jesus. (See Matthew 
26:50–56, 69–75.)

Don’t you just love this guy! I appreciate Simon Peter because 
I see so much of myself in him. He meant well. He even did well 
from time to time. But then his own sinful, selfish nature took 
over, and he couldn’t sustain the forward momentum in his life.

EVENTUALLY, PETER FAILED MISERABLY AND DESPAIRED OF LIFE.
The Bible tells us that when Simon Peter uttered his third 

denial, a rooster crowed. It was just as Jesus had predicted. “This 
very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times” 
(Matthew 26:34).

What a terrible moment! Can you see it? Peter insisted to the 
servant girl who inquired of his connection to Christ, “I swear to 
you, I don’t know the man!” Right at that moment, as the dawn 
was ready to break, the rooster cried out. Peter looked up, remem-
bering what Jesus had predicted. He glanced over to where Jesus 
was on trial for His life. There, Peter’s eyes met the eyes of his 
friend and master. What deep sadness he must have seen in Jesus’s 
eyes. Luke 22:62 tells us that Simon Peter “went outside and wept 
bitterly.”

Have you been there? Face-to-face with your own failure? 
Overcome by the sorrow of your own selfish behavior? Despairing 
of life because you see the despicable nature of your own heart?

Simon Peter sobbed. You know the kind of emotional response 
where the tears flow from deep inside your being. Tears spilled 
from his eyes, ran down his face, and dripped off his nose. Deep 
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sobs. Gut-wrenching groans. Uncontrollable tears. Everything 
seemed over. Nothing had meaning. He never, ever imagined that 
he would fail in this way. Not only had he failed his friend at this 
time of greatest need, but he had failed in front of the entire world. 
What humiliation…embarrassment…shame…and despair!

Unlike Judas, another disciple who had failed, Simon Peter 
decided to move on from this moment. Judas felt there was no hope 
for his life after he betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. Judas 
believed he could never be forgiven, that he was beyond redemp-
tion; so he took his own life. Somehow, Peter pushed beyond his 
despair and kept moving forward.

Coming face-to-face with our own selfishness and sinfulness 
is life-altering, but it’s a necessary step for someone who is going 
to be used by God.

FEAR AND DISILLUSIONMENT STOLE PETER’S CONFIDENCE AND 
REDUCED HIS VISION FOR THE FUTURE.

Simon Peter didn’t take his own life like Judas did. But the 
gospel of John records Peter’s struggle with shame and despair:

• He hid in fear—afraid that the Jewish religious leaders 
would kill him too. (See John 20:19.)

• He decided to leave “ministry” and return to his known 
trade of fishing. (See John 21:3.)

• His confidence was shaken. When the resurrected Jesus 
asked him, “Simon, do you love Me?” Peter could hardly 
muster an answer, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you” (John 
21:16).

Can you imagine the great loss to the church if Simon Peter 
had remained lost in despair? Thankfully, he moved on, and Jesus 
forgave him. If you read John 21, you will find amazing grace and 
acceptance as Christ gave Peter a second chance. Jesus assured the 
disciple that his life still counted; that there was a purpose for his 
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life and God still wanted to use him. However, it wasn’t until the 
day of Pentecost that Simon Peter truly stepped into new power 
and vision for his life. 

NOT ONLY WAS PETER RESTORED FROM HIS PAST—HE WAS FILLED  
WITH GOD’S OVERCOMING POWER.

The moment we read about in Luke 22:62 could have been the 
end for Simon Peter. The account of how he wept bitterly after his 
three denial of Jesus could have been the final word regarding his 
life. If he had remained overwhelmed by his shame, we would not 
have one more word to read about his life. He wouldn’t have been 
one of the pillars of the early church. He would have stayed stuck 
in the shame of his past.

But Simon Peter didn’t allow his failure to become final!

When Jesus rose, He made it His mission to forgive Simon 
Peter. Jesus pursued Peter and made sure the disciple knew that 
the past was in the past, and that the past didn’t limit the potential 
or purpose of his future. Peter was forgiven. Peter was restored. 
He didn’t have to live in shame. He had a future; he had hope.

But even that wasn’t enough!

God couldn’t have used Simon Peter like He did in Jerusalem 
(see Acts 2) if Peter hadn’t been baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
Forgiveness was critical to Peter, but it wasn’t enough. He needed 
restoration, but that wasn’t enough. Simon Peter needed more. He 
needed to be infused with and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

WHEN PETER WAS BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
HIS LIFE RADICALLY CHANGED.

Acts 2 provides the record of Simon Peter’s transformation. 
He was in the upper room praying with the 120 when God poured 
out the Holy Spirit upon them all. Along with the others in the 
room, Peter heard the sound of a rushing wind and saw the huge 
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flames of fire that came into the room and broke into 120 smaller 
flames that came to rest above the head of each person.

God’s Spirit so impacted these people that they all began to 
speak out loud in prayer. Peter was right there in the middle of it 
all as the Holy Spirit filled them to overflowing. The noise was so 
loud and the commotion so great that the people gathered in the 
streets outside the house were bewildered by what was going on.

About that time, “Peter stood up…and addressed the crowd” 
(Acts 2:14). Simon Peter, the disciple who had denied Jesus just a 
few weeks before, took the lead! This was the same guy who could 
hardly speak when Jesus asked, “Do you love Me?”—the same guy 
who had been hiding in a room, terrified that the religious leaders 
would arrest him.

There he was, standing boldly in front of several thousand 
people, declaring to them that Jesus was alive. Remember, this 
was the same city where Jesus had been crucified. Peter was 
speaking just a mile or two from the place where the crucifixion 
had occurred. He was preaching to some of the same people who 
had yelled, “Crucify Him!” when Jesus was on trial before Pilate. 
Simon Peter was risking his life by taking a stand at that moment.

But because he had been baptized in the Holy Spirit, he had 
the strength and courage to do what had not been possible for him 
to do before.

GOD RELEASED SUPERNATURAL POWER THROUGH PETER’S LIFE. 
Supernatural things started to happen for Peter and through 

Peter.

The book of Acts records how the Holy Spirit impacts the life 
of someone like Simon Peter. In fact, the official title of the book 
is The Acts of the Apostles, which we might rephrase as The Acts 
of the Holy Spirit—Through the Lives of the Apostles. Peter was 
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baptized in the Holy Spirit, and this marked the beginning of the 
supernatural in his ministry.

• He preached with great power, and 3,000 people were saved 
in one day. (See Acts 2:14-41.)

• He prayed for a crippled man who was healed. (See Acts 
3:1–10.)

• He spoke boldly while on trial in front of the Sanhedrin, 
the same court that had so terrified him before. (See Acts 
4:1–22.)

• Mighty miracles happened as crowds brought their sick to 
him for prayer. (See Acts 5:12–16.)

• He prayed for a crippled man who began to walk. (See Acts 
9:32–35.)

• He prayed for a dead woman, and she came back to life. (See 
Acts 9:36–42.)

• He received a vision during prayer that changed the way the 
church leaders thought about the Gentiles who needed the 
gospel. (See Acts 10:9–48.)

• God sent an angel to break him out of prison, where he was 
being held for preaching about the resurrected Jesus. (See 
Acts 12:1–19.)

Remember, this was the same guy who had denied Jesus and 
cowered in fear. On his own, he was inconsistent and ineffective. 
He was self-consumed and full of pride, but Jesus changed all that. 
Jesus forgave him and restored him. And when the Holy Spirit 
came upon Peter, he was transformed into a man who was bold, 
powerful, consistent, and filled with joy.

We simply can’t overestimate the value of Simon Peter’s expe-
rience with the Holy Spirit. He was never the same after he was 
baptized in the Holy Spirit. What he had before Acts 2 wasn’t 
enough! He needed more. He needed to be empowered by the 
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Holy Spirit. God took him from ordinary and inconsistent, and 
transformed him into someone who stepped into supernatural 
miracles that affected the entire world.

This is the will of God for your life!

What you have today is not enough, but the power of the Holy 
Spirit is enough! God has called you to so much more. His plan 
for you is to do so much more than just survive another week. He 
wants to use you to do the supernatural. Yes, you! He wants the 
Holy Spirit to be manifested in and released through your life. 
What you have been doesn’t have to determine what you will be. 
Your past doesn’t define your potential.

But what you are in yourself just isn’t enough. You need more. 
You need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. He provides the power 
you need for your life, and that power is more than enough!
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CHAPTER ONE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Describe a time in your life when you knew that what 

you had just wasn’t enough.

2. Can you imagine what the disciples felt when Jesus 
unexpectedly ascended into heaven and left them here 
on earth without Him? What words would you use to 
describe the emotions they likely felt?

3. When you see someone who turns their life around, 
how does that motivate to you? In what ways does that 
give you hope?

4. When you consider the life of Simon Peter, what role 
did the Holy Spirit play in the radical transformation 
of his life?

5. In what area of your life do you most need the help of 
the Holy Spirit?




