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“So that by all possible means I might save some.” 
—1 Corinthians 9:22



CONTENTS

Prologue: The Good News ................................................................ 9

Introduction: Becoming an Effective Witness ..............................13

PART ONE: PARTNERS IN EVANGELISM
 1.  Missing from Exodus ......................................................... 19

 2.  Jesus Out-of-Bounds ..........................................................28

 3.  Always Tomorrow .............................................................. 39

 4.  Slaving for God? .................................................................50

 5.  That’s God’s Business.........................................................60

PART TWO: GOSPEL STARTS WITH G-O
 6.  Fads? .....................................................................................73

 7.  How Did They Begin? .......................................................83

 8.  Jesus’s Casebook .................................................................94



 9.  The Combination Lock of Salvation ..............................106

 10.  Getting Going ...................................................................119

PART THREE: KNOWING THE GOD WE SERVE 
 11.  What “Greater Things”? ..................................................127

 12.  God’s Good Character ....................................................133

 13.  What Do We Need to Know? ........................................ 143

 14.  Secrets of the Holy Spirit ................................................155

 15.  When God Did Nothing ................................................165

Conclusion: Our Reward When Christ Returns .......................184

About the Author ...........................................................................190



“Now get up and stand on your feet.  
I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a 

witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will rescue 
you from your own people and from the Gentiles.  

I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 

God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”  

—Acts 26:16–18
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One

MISSING FROM EXODUS

“Let my people go.” 
—Exodus 5:1

I had been reading the first book in the Bible, Genesis. As I moved 
on into the next book, Exodus, I noticed that something familiar was 
missing. Genesis speaks of the God of Creation, and I fully expected 
the Creator theme to continue in Exodus, but it didn’t. Why?

Actually, I soon grasped why, as I will tell you shortly, but the 
first lesson in truth is that God is not just the Creator. His uni-
verse itself tells us a tremendous amount about Him, but creat-
ing the universe is not the only thing He has done. Reading on, 
I soon reached Exodus 3, an extremely important chapter. There 
we see Moses standing before God and receiving secrets, wonder-
ful things that had remained hidden since the dawn of mankind, 
things about God Himself.

RECEIVING SECRETS
Obviously, we can know nothing about God unless He tells 

us; trying to work out His identity by applying human powers of 
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reason or by guesswork is no better than lighting a match in the 
dark. God is light, so it is no use looking for Him in the dark. “The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” 
(John 1:5). Other versions say, “did not comprehend it” (nkjv)—
the darkness has not understood the light. Seeking God by using 
human wisdom is like looking for the sun with a candle.

In fact, that is the very reason why I am writing this book: I 
want everyone to know the Lord and the part each of us plays in 
His overall design. Six times in Exodus He promises, “You shall 
know that I am the Lord.” (See, for example, Exodus 6:7.) In 
Ezekiel the same promise is made forty-three times, and in that 
one book, there are over seventy references to knowing the Lord. 
What is more, Exodus shows us that the Lord also intended His 
enemies (the Egyptians) to know who He was! (See, for example, 
Exodus 7:5). The evidence would seem to suggest that He does 
want people to know Him!

Abraham knew God, even as a friend whom he could really 
trust. He called Him the Almighty, or Most High God, but he did 
not know who or what He really was. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
never knew God like Moses did. They did not know God’s name, 
which is one of the most important aspects in knowing God fully, 
like a friend.

First of all, we need to realize that “god” is not a name, but 
a common noun used for a particular category of beings. “There 
are many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’” (1 Corinthians 8:5). When the 
apostle Paul visited Athens in AD 51, he discovered a shrine to an 
“unknown god”—nameless, without an identity (see Acts 17:23). 
A long time before that, some four thousand years ago, God was 
identified only by association with Abraham, as Abraham’s God, 
and then as Isaac’s and Jacob’s God. After landing in trouble, Jacob 
told God that if He stayed with him on his journey, he would 
choose Him as his God. A bargain, very patronizing! Yet God 
understood. Jacob’s thinking was not very theological! He thought 
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of God as the family God, a tribal deity, much as pagans think of 
their gods, but He was the “most high” of them all.

It is astounding that God allowed this liberty. People judged 
what God was by what Abraham did, and the patriarch’s actions 
did not always reflect God. People are said to be known by the 
company they keep, and if God keeps company with us, what do 
people think of Him? What do people think about our God, our 
Lord Jesus, when they see us?

Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, wanted to know God’s name—
who he really was. Plenty of gods had names. Jacob’s wife Rachel 
had a bag full of idols, images that she carried around in her sad-
dlebag! Then one night as he was traveling across the wilderness, 
in the quiet darkness Jacob had an encounter with a mysterious 
being. Jacob said, “Please tell me your name”! The only reply he was 
given was, “Why do you ask?” (Genesis 32:29). God’s name was 
still secret.

In Exodus, four hundred years later, the theme was taken up 
again and the mystery solved. God revealed Himself to Moses as 
fire, showing His temperament: “God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 
12:29). Moses saw the divine flame burning in a bush. God gave 
Himself a personal name, distinguishing Himself from all other 
gods.

He said, “I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God 
Almighty, but by my name [YHWH] I did not make myself known 
to them” (Exodus 6:3). English Bibles usually translate the Hebrew 
word YHWH (read as Yahweh [Yahveh] or Jehovah) as Lord, 
printed in small capital letters.

That is God’s personal name, identifying Him as the living, 
acting, and speaking Deity. Once He had made His name known, 
He acted on it. God demonstrates what He is. He confirmed with 
deeds what He had previously revealed in visions, dreams, or 
words in the mind. No other “god” actually performs deeds. 
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Now what about the concept in Genesis that I found missing 
in Exodus? When God spoke to Moses, He said nothing about 
being the Creator. People naturally think of God as the Creator. 
When I stopped to think about it, it seemed strange to me that He 
did not introduce himself to Moses as the God who was already 
known. The reason is that there are many sides to God, and 
through the years, He has progressively taught mankind what He 
is in one lesson after another. His first lesson began with Moses, 
and we are in a highly privileged position today; many centuries 
later, so many things about God have already become known. 
Moses learned some fundamental facts about God. God told him, 
“I have come down to rescue them [my people] from the hand of the 
Egyptians” (Exodus 3:8).

God was showing Himself in a new light, as more than a deliv-
erer. He did not deliver only when asked. In Egypt, Israel had 
not asked to be delivered. They worshipped other gods and had 
no escape plans. Even Moses had no stomach for the venture; the 
people were not particularly cooperative, and Pharaoh was any-
thing but willing to agree to the people leaving, but God deliv-
ered Israel by His own will, for His own honor and name. It was 
a demonstration for all time that He is a savior, a God who hates 
oppression, a living God who wants to save us.

God’s business is with people, not planets or suns. Sooner or 
later we all realize that we need help, saving help. If we had only 
other people to help us, then we would despair. We need other 
people, but there are things that others cannot do. Jesus saves; no 
one else can do that.

WHAT IS SALVATION?
In the Old Testament, God made a covenant with His chosen 

people that He would be with them in everything they did, a 
promise that He has never withdrawn. Early Israel had little idea 
of heaven or of sin, either—something they had in common with 
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the modern world. Salvation meant deliverance from sickness, 
enemies, plagues, and droughts, the promise of God’s blessing on 
the work of their hands, in their homes, and on their families.

The Christian covenant is the forgiveness of sins and the 
promise of a future with God—a spiritual covenant. But God’s 
first salvation promises have not been cancelled out. The apostle 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, who had only the Old Testament 
to go by (the New Testament had not yet been compiled), to tell 
them, “No matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ 
in Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20). God cares about people and their 
daily lives; He always did and always will. Because He cares, He 
saves people from a hopeless destiny, forgiving sin and inviting sin-
ners to walk with Him.

The very word “save” in biblical Greek also means “heal.” The 
covenant of God is both physical and spiritual, and that is the 
core revelation of the Charismatic revival. Pentecost is a physical/
spiritual experience. It enhances every doctrine in the book, and 
embraces every human need in body, soul, and mind. God is not 
a lover of souls only, but of living people. As much as He hated 
Israel’s bondage to slavery, He hates the bondage of anyone who is 
in the grip of the devil and sin in any form.

God is like that; He always was like that and always will be. 
When Adam and Eve had sinned, their plight drew God to them, 
not merely to help them but to deal with what they brought down 
on the world, like opening Pandora’s box. The Lord went look-
ing for them; “Adam, where are you?” He called (see Genesis 3:9). 
Adam and his wife were naked and shivering, desperately trying to 
hide in shame. He restored and rehabilitated them, and His prom-
ise to them encompassed the physical and the spiritual.

Sinners cannot save sinners. We are all trapped at the bottom 
of the pit, and none of us can pull others out. Technology cannot 
touch the need of the human heart. Only the Almighty himself 
can reach out to us and fulfill our greatest longings. He cannot 
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delegate the task to anyone else, not even to Michael, Gabriel, 
or the greatest angel in heaven. Human bondage is His problem 
alone. God said, “I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is 
no savior” (Isaiah 43:11).

Only God can save, but He never does the work alone. He chose 
Moses to work with Him in the tremendous undertaking to set 
Israel free. As we continue to read in the Bible, we see that pattern 
repeated time and again, God choosing people to work with Him to 
bring about His purposes. That is what this book is about, the part-
nership of God and man with the objective of world deliverance; the 
Lord beckons us to join Him. He spun worlds, stars, and galaxies 
out of His almighty hand without our aid, but He commissioned 
Moses: “Go and deliver my people!” (See Exodus 3:10.) We not only 
work with one another, but we work together with Him.

Moses was not a mere observer but a participator operating in 
the might of Jehovah. 

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God 
is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn 
of my salvation, my stronghold. I called to the Lord, who is 
worthy of praise, and I have been saved from my enemies.   
 (Psalm 18:2–3)

Moses had become a retiring eighty-year-old living quietly as 
a shepherd, but God dug him out of his comfortable life to take 
part in the greatest of all adventures, to shake Egypt. Moses began 
a new career of daring and energy. To go along with God is not a 
Sunday afternoon pastime. Serving God makes us partners with 
Him in the one thing the whole Bible is about—deliverance! Jesus 
said, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am 
working” (John 5:17).

If we want to know the Lord, we had better know who we 
are dealing with. When Christ called fishermen to follow Him, 
they could never have guessed where He would lead. They learned 
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by spending time with Him, and then He sent them off to the 
ends of the earth. Learning from God is always a work experience. 
We learn that He is a Spirit who burns against anything that is 
opposed to His redeeming the lost. Our relationship is not about 
Hollywood emotions; it is a working partnership with a deliverer. 

God appeared to Moses in living flames—but not just to give 
Moses an exciting experience. Christianity is not just religious 
feelings; that is one of today’s gross heresies, making all religions 
equal provided that they inspire religious feelings. The Lord had 
desperately urgent business. It was so vital to Him that He did 
more than send Moses into action; He sent His Son, sent His 
Holy Spirit, and ultimately sends us. 

At the time of Moses, every nation on earth depended on slave 
labor. However, regardless of the policies or economies pursued 
by nations, the Lord is a deliverer. He created the first free nation, 
stripping Egypt of gangs of forced labor. Slaves worked seven days 
a week, but the Lord had different rules: “Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work” (Exodus 20:9). His people were not to be 
sweated labor, working like horses. He forbade even His priests to 
smell of sweat when at the altar. (See Ezekiel 44:18.)

We are working with God to set people free. The French philos-
opher Rousseau created a Communist slogan: “Man is born free but 
is everywhere in chains.” The teachings that advocated submitting 
the individual will to the general will were a miserable failure. They 
led to political slavery, not freedom. People have many hang-ups and 
bondages; these include weakness, sinfulness, self-indulgence, guilt, 
unbelief, fear, and uncertainty. They keep psychologists, counselors, 
and therapists busy, not to mention various religious sects. We need 
to go to the root of the matter. There is only one source of personal 
bondage: sin; and only one Savior from sin: Jesus.

The harsh truth about us all is our handicap of sin. God is 
concerned about that. Governments and their laws can penalize 
human failure but cannot cure the cause. Jesus alone touches the 



26  Hell Empty, Heaven Full

deep springs of our personality. No one else has ever said, “Your 
sins are forgiven…. Get up, take your mat and walk” (Mark 2:9). Nor 
has anyone else ever said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 
16:15–16). There is no other good news than the gospel of salvation.

God’s identity is encapsulated in the words of Isaiah 43:3: 
“I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” 
Similar words are used to introduce our Lord Jesus: “You are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” 
(Matthew 1:21). Jesus is called “Savior” a score of times in the New 
Testament, and on every page, He is shown to be our conquer-
ing Lord. The hand of power that molded the mountains is now 
stretched out to save. 

As soon as we take an interest in evangelism, God takes an 
interest in us. We become people after His own heart. There is 
more to God than making mountains and stars, although He has 
done that, too. His priority is people. He runs the whole universe 
with a saving objective. Our troubles trouble Him, and He calls 
us to share His concern. That is our Great Commission, and the 
following chapters are meant to inspire and encourage you to be 
part of the greatest thing going on today in heaven and on earth. 

QUESTIONS
Now that you have read this chapter, think of the answers to 

these questions. It will help to put some important truths into 
your spirit.

• The God of Abraham became the God of Moses. What 
was the difference?

• God made the world without help, but for salvation He 
seeks our help. How can you help? 

• Jesus saves spiritually and physically. What biblical evi-
dence can you think of for that?




