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INTRODUCTION

How can I have a right relationship with God? This ques-
tion has been asked by mankind down through the centuries. 
In John 6, the people asked Jesus this same question, using dif-
ferent words: “What shall we do, that we may work the works of 
God?” (verse 28). Jesus’ response was as follows: “This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (verse 29). Jesus’ 
answer gives us the secret to a right relationship with God. The 
secret is faith.

Of course, once we have obtained this right standing with 
God, this justification through faith, the next questions we 
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often ask are, How can I obtain sanctification—holiness in 
everyday living? How can I be consecrated—fully dedicated and 
devoted—to God? How can I rise above my sinful and worldly 
desires and behavior? The answer is the same: the secret is faith.

As we discover in this insightful book, the key is to place our 
faith in who Jesus is. He is our Redeemer; He is our Sanctifier; 
He is our Mighty God. Indeed, He is our all-sufficiency in all 
things. Even more than that, He lives within us so that we may 
please and honor God in all things.

Few are more qualified to address the vital topics of justi-
fication and sanctification than Charles Finney. His powerful 
preaching won thousands to Christ, and his inspiring books 
continue to reach thousands more. In this book, he presents a 
striking picture not only of the need for salvation in God, but 
also the necessity of a close, holy walk with God. Most impor-
tantly, Finney shows how these needs can be met through the 
secret of faith.



Part One 

VICTORY OVER SIN



Then said they unto him, What shall we do,  
that we might work the works of God?  
Jesus answered and said unto them,  

This is the work of God,  
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.  

—John 6:28–29
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1

THE BONDAGE  
OF TRYING TO WORK  

YOUR WAY TO HEAVEN 

Many wrong answers are commonly given to the ques-
tion, “What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?” 
(John 6:28).

If the question were asked of a Jew, he would answer, 
“Keep the law, both moral and ceremonial,” that is, keep the 
commandments.
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To the same question, some Christians would answer, “Do 
your best according to the light that you have, and you will 
obtain grace and be saved.” But if the one asking the question 
is unrepentant and does not have faith, this answer amounts 
to the following: you must obtain grace for conversion by your 
unrepentant works; you must become holy by your hypocrisy; 
you must work out sanctification (holiness in everyday living) 
by sin.

No Christian would officially point someone to the law as the 
ground of justification, but nearly the whole church would give 
a reply to this question that would amount to the same thing. 
Their answer would be a law-oriented and not a gospel-oriented 
answer. Any answer to this question that does not distinctly 
recognize faith as the foundation of all virtue in repentant sin-
ners is a law-oriented answer. 

We must tell the one who asks this question that faith is 
the first and fundamental duty. Without faith, all virtue, all 
giving up of sin, all acceptable obedience is impossible. Unless 
we make this clear, we are misdirecting the person. We lead him 
to believe that it is possible to please God without faith and that 
it is possible to obtain grace by works of law. 

There are only two kinds of works—works of law and works 
of faith. Now, if a person does not have “the faith that works 
by love” (see Galatians 5:6), we must not set him on a course of 
works to get it. This is directing him to get faith by works of law! 
Whatever we say to him must clearly convey the truth that both 
justification and sanctification are by faith without works of law. 
Anything we say to the contrary is the law; it is not the gospel. 

Before an unbeliever has faith, he cannot possibly do any-
thing but works of law. His first duty, therefore, is faith. Every 
attempt to obtain faith by unbelieving works is an attempt to lay 
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works at the foundation and make grace a result. It is the direct 
opposite of gospel truth.

Facts that arise in everyday life show that what I have stated is 
the experience of almost everybody, both unbelievers and professing 
Christians. Whenever a sinner begins to earnestly debate the ques-
tion, “What should I do to be saved?” he resolves, as his first duty, 
to break away from his sins, but he does so in unbelief. Of course 
his reformation is only outward. He determines to do better—to 
reform in this, that, and the other thing—and thus prepare himself 
to be converted. He does not expect to be saved without grace and 
faith, but he attempts to get grace by works of law.

The same is true of multitudes of anxious Christians who 
are asking what they should do to overcome the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. They overlook the fact that “this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4), that it is with 
“the shield of faith” (Ephesians 6:16) that they are “to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked” (verse 16). 

Anxious Christians ask, Why am I overcome by sin? Why 
can I not get above its power? Why am I the slave of my appe-
tites and passions and the laughingstock of the devil? They look 
around for the cause of all this spiritual wretchedness and death. 
At one time, they think they have discovered it in the neglect of 
one duty, and, at another time, in the neglect of another duty. 
Sometimes they imagine they have found the cause in yielding 
to one sin, and sometimes in yielding to another. They put forth 
efforts in this direction and in that direction; they patch up their 
righteousness on one side while they make a tear in the other. 
They spend years running around in circles and making dams 
of sand across the current of their own corruptions. Instead of 
at once “purifying their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9), they are busy 
trying to stop their hearts’ bitter waters from overflowing. 
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Why do I sin? they ask. Looking around for the cause, they 
come to the “wise” conclusion, It is because I neglect such and 
such a duty—in other words, I sin because I do sin! They ask, 
But how can I get rid of sin? and they answer, By doing my duty. 
In other words, they are saying, I can get rid of sin by ceasing 
from sin! 

Now, the real question is, Why do they neglect their duty? 
Why do they commit sin at all? Where is the foundation of all 
this evil? Perhaps you reply, The foundation of all this wicked-
ness is in the corruption of our nature, in the wickedness of the 
heart, in the strength of our evil tendencies and habits. But all 
this only brings us back to the real question again: How are 
these sinful habits and this corrupt nature to be overcome? I 
answer, “By faith alone.” No works of law have the least ten-
dency to overcome our sins. Rather, they strengthen the soul in 
self-righteousness and unbelief.

The great and fundamental sin, which is at the foundation 
of all other sin, is unbelief. The first thing is to give this up—to 
believe the Word of God. There is no breaking away from one sin 
without this. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). 
“Without faith it is impossible to please him” (Hebrews 11:6). 

Perhaps you have noticed that when the backslider and the 
convicted Christian are agonizing to overcome sin, they will 
almost always go to works of law to obtain faith. They will fast, 
pray, read, struggle, and outwardly reform, and thus endeavor 
to obtain grace. Now, all this is in vain, and it is wrong. Are you 
asking, Shouldn’t we fast, pray, read, and struggle? Should we 
sit down and do nothing? I answer, You must do all that God 
commands you to do, but begin where He tells you to begin. 
Furthermore, do it in the manner in which He commands you 
to do it, that is, by exercising “the faith that works by love” (see 
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Galatians 5:6). Purify your heart by faith. (See Acts 15:9.) 
Believe in the Son of God. Furthermore,

Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that 
is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, who shall descend 
into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the 
dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we 
preach. (Romans 10:6–8)

Now, these facts show that even under the gospel, almost 
all who profess religion, while they reject the Jewish concept of 
justification by works of the law, have after all adopted a ruin-
ous substitute for it; they suppose that in some way they are to 
obtain grace by their works.

I will discuss in the next chapter how one can step out of the 
bondage of works and into the freedom of faith.


