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Foreword
by Stanley H. FrodSHam

It has been a great joy to read this book, and a 
delight to accede to the request of the author 
that I write a foreword.

Every fresh outpouring of the Spirit of God 
begins with a praying group, or with praying 
groups. There were two such groups in the Brit-
ish Isles in 1907—doubtless more, but the writer 
knows of these two. One group of five women met 
every Saturday in a small home in London to pray 
for an outpouring of the Spirit; the other group of 
five men met each Saturday night in the Episco-
pal rectory in Sunderland, England. The cry of 
both groups was for a Pentecostal outpouring in 
the British Isles.

The Lord came to the London group first. 
Catherine Price, a humble housewife, was prepar-
ing her dinner when she was constrained by the 
Spirit to leave everything and go to wait upon the 



4

The Power of The Blood

Lord. As she waited, Jesus came to her in person. 
As she magnified and glorified Him, her English 
was taken away and she began to praise Him in a 
new language.

A few days later she was led to go to a meet-
ing in London, organized by the Keswick group, 
a people who stood for the highest spiritual life 
in those days. The service began with a song, but 
there seemed to be no heart in the worship. The 
Spirit of the Lord fell upon Catherine Price, a 
very timid woman, and she cried out, “Oh, how 
can you sing so listlessly, so apathetically, so care-
lessly about the blood of Jesus Christ!” Immedi-
ately she began to speak in another tongue as the 
Spirit gave utterance.

The effect upon the audience was tremendous. 
Some fell upon their faces before God; others 
rushed out of the building in fear. A number were 
deeply impressed that this was truly a manifesta-
tion of the Spirit of God, and they inquired for the 
address of this woman. From that day there came 
to her home many who desired to know more 
about this, and they were baptized in the Spirit. 
Her home was opened for meetings in which the 
one theme was “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 
1:29, 36), for by the outpoured blood of the Lamb, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit was purchased. And so 
the outpouring of the Spirit began in London.
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Soon the Spirit was outpoured in Sunderland; 
and there, as in London, the blood of Jesus Christ 
was extolled. As they reverently pleaded the blood 
of Jesus, many were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Incidentally, there was another group praying 
in Valparaiso, Chile, South America, in a Method-
ist church; the Lord poured out His Spirit upon 
Dr. Hoover and his Methodist brethren—a group 
of five who met every day for prayer. The theme of 
that revival was also the blood of Jesus Christ.

They greatly honored the blood in those days 
and constantly sang, 

Under the blood, the precious blood; 
Under the cleansing, healing blood; 
Keep me, Savior, from day to day, 

Under the precious blood.

It seemed that there was no end to the rev-
elations of the power and the preciousness of the 
blood of Jesus Christ.

Now, once again, the Lord is bringing the 
power of the blood to the attention of the church. 
Let us honor and plead the blood of the Lamb very 
reverently, for through the blood we have power 
over all the might of the enemy. To those who 
plead the blood of the Lamb—not mechanically, 
but in true holy reverence—there will be a resto-
ration of all that the locust, the cankerworm, the 
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caterpillar, and the palmerworm have eaten (Joel 
2:25).

—Stanley H. Frodsham
Ontario, Canada

August 1959
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Preface to the Newly 
Revised and Expanded 

Edition

Besides his worldwide preaching and deliv-
erance ministry, H. A. Maxwell Whyte 
wrote many books on related topics. Most 

of these were produced at minimal cost for distri-
bution to those who desired a deeper understand-
ing and appreciation of healing and deliverance. 
Only a few of his works have been published and 
widely distributed. The best known is The Power 
of the Blood, which has sold well over 500,000 
copies worldwide in its earlier editions in several 
languages. 

In his preface to the mass-market edition, 
Whyte stated, “Everywhere it has been my privi-
lege to minister, the message on the blood has been 
received with gladness, and many have thereby 
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been healed and filled with the Holy Spirit. On 
every hand it seems that God has again revealed 
to Christians that they should ‘plead the precious 
blood of Jesus.’”

In addition to The Power of the Blood, Whyte 
authored a wealth of insightful material on the 
tenets of the charismatic movement. Perhaps 
the most prevalent theme throughout his works 
is the power of the blood of Jesus Christ. This 
newly revised and expanded edition is a compi-
lation of Whyte’s rich writings on the subject of 
the blood, gleaned from material he authored 
during the last twenty years of his ministry. It 
is powerful and uplifting, describing and explain-
ing his experiences and beliefs about the wonder-
ful gifts of the Spirit and the precious blood of 
Jesus. He presents his thoughts in a compelling 
and dynamic way, guided by the Holy Spirit. The 
original text is included in its entirety, along with 
excerpts from the following, which are some of 
Whyte’s other writings:

Bible Baptisms
Charismatic Gifts

Demons and Deliverance
Divine Health

How to Receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
Is Mark 16 True?

Pulling Down Strongholds
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As it is covered in this new edition, Whyte’s 
entire body of thought on the precious blood of 
the Lamb will add depth to our understanding of 
this most vital, yet seldom wielded, weapon in the 
believer’s arsenal. We pray that Pastor Whyte’s 
lifetime of prayer, study, and teaching will live 
on in the hearts and minds of many thousands of 
believers.

—The Publisher
May 2005
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“There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
lyricS by William coWper, 1772

Verse 1 
There is a fountain filled with blood 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains. 
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains. 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

Verse 2 
The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That fountain in his day;
And there have I, though vile as he, 

Washed all my sins away.
Washed all my sins away, washed all my sins away;

And there have I, though vile as he, 
Washed all my sins away.



Verse 3 
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 

Shall never lose its power, 
Till all the ransomed church of God 

Be saved, to sin no more. 
Be saved, to sin no more, be saved, to sin no more. 

Till all the ransomed church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more. 

Verse 4
E’er since by faith I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds supply. 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 

And shall be till I die. 
And shall be till I die, and shall be till I die. 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die. 
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Life Is in the Blood

Pastor Whyte, will you pray for my eyes?” 
Betty asked me one day. She was a young 
girl of sixteen who worked in a Fish ‘n’ 

Chips store in Toronto.

“Why, certainly, Betty,” I replied. “Let’s just 
believe God together and plead the blood of 
Jesus.” I looked at her for a moment and felt the 
great compassion of Jesus stirring within me. She 
was totally blind in her right eye, and her left eye 
was wandering so that it was very difficult for her 
to focus at all. She was wearing very, very thick 
glasses—the thickest she could get.

I began to pray for her, pleading the blood 
strongly and emphatically. Instantly, the Lord 
restored the sight of her right eye.

“Oh, praise the Lord!” she exclaimed. “I can 
see!” We rejoiced together at the mercy of the 
Lord.

Over a period of weeks, the wandering eye 
began to focus, and in a matter of months, she 
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had twenty-twenty vision. That was twenty years 
ago, and she is still healed.

A MysTerious suBsTAnce

This is but one example of hundreds upon 
hundreds of stories that I could relate to you that 
demonstrate the power of the blood of Jesus. Each 
story is thrilling and convincing. But first, let me 
share with you some of the basic teachings of the 
Bible about the blood.

Blood is a strange and mysterious substance. 
A young lad can gaze into a slaughterhouse and 
watch the animals’ blood running down the drain 
without flinching; but the same boy, when grown 
older and with a bit more imagination, may pass 
out in a dead faint at the sight of blood.

On the other hand, excited men and women 
may clap and cheer when their favorite boxer 
causes blood to flow in a boxing match. It seems 
that the baser side of man likes to see blood; it 
excites him. But the nobler side of man is repulsed 
by blood, and sympathy is expressed at the suffer-
ing of those whose blood has been shed in accidents 
and war. Yes, blood is a mysterious substance.

In the Scriptures we begin to get some under-
standing of this amazing substance. While the 
Bible does not tell us about the chemical composi-
tion of the red and white corpuscles, it does tell us 

The Power of The Blood
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something that is absolutely basic to the mystery: 
The life of a living creature is in its blood. Thus, 
in Leviticus 17:11 we read, “For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood.”

But life is as mysterious as blood, and very 
little is understood about it. We do know that man 
cannot create or copy life, even though he tries 
to do so in laboratories. The 
well-known story of Franken-
stein and his monster claims 
to portray how life came from 
an electrical charge into a 
corpse made of human tissue; 
but, of course, this is pure fic-
tion. It is best that we accept the fundamental 
truth that both electricity and life come from the 
Author of all life, God Almighty.

In the second chapter of Genesis, we read how 
God created man. It is important that we under-
stand that man can never create man. Man is God’s 
greatest creative achievement on earth and was 
made in His likeness. The Bible teaches that man is 
“fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14), 
far more wonderfully made than the angels—at 
least with respect to the idea that angels have no 
flesh or blood since they were created strictly as 
spirit beings. This is the way God made angels, in 
contrast to the way He created man. 

Life is as 
mysterious as 

blood.
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Blood, The cArrier of life

When God made man, He formed a body from 
the dust of the ground, from the substances and 
chemicals of this planet. Then He breathed into 
this body the breath of life. In other words, He 
breathed into this composition of inert chemicals 
some of His own spiritual life, and that life was 
held in the complex substance we call blood. “For 
the life of the flesh is in the blood” (Leviticus 17:11, 
emphasis added).

So, you see, blood is not life, but it carries life. 
This becomes quite clear by observing what hap-
pens at death. Immediately after expiration, the 
person’s body is still warm and will remain so for 
a brief time. Yet that person is dead because life 
has mysteriously departed from the blood. The life 
of man is carried in his bloodstream. Life itself is 
spiritual, but it must have a physical carrier, and 
this carrier is the blood.

To me, the most amazing thing about blood 
is its capacity to carry the gift of life that comes 
from God. The point of contact between the 
Divine and the human rests in the bloodstream. 
No wonder we say that blood is a mysterious 
substance! It contains something that no scientist 
can explain—it contains precious, God-given life. 

In the not too distant past, it became possible 
to draw blood from a person’s veins, seal it in 
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special containers, and store it in newly created 
blood banks, where the life that alone comes from 
God could be kept in refrigerators much below the 
normal temperature of blood in a human body. 
Blood can even be frozen, but the life that is in it 
is unaffected by this freezing process.

Apart from the compatibility factor of the vari-
ous blood types, it doesn’t matter if the blood of a 
woman is given to a man, if the blood of a black 
donor is put into the veins of a white person, or 
if a skid-row bum receives a transfusion from a 
wealthy person. Blood does not 
determine the sex, the color 
of the skin, or the culture of 
the person; it simply carries 
the life that comes from God. 
There would be no chemical 
difference between dead blood 
and live blood of the same 
type, apart from the life that God put in it and took 
away from it.

It is possible for a person who has been seri-
ously wounded to literally bleed to death as the 
heart pumps the life-giving blood out of the 
wound. As soon as the blood has gone, the life has 
gone, for the life is in the blood! One can fill the 
veins with chemicals, dress up the corpse, and lay 
it in a casket for all to see—but the corpse is still 

Blood is the 
physical carrier 

of life.
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a corpse, for there is no blood in the veins and 
thus no life in the body.

The uniqueness of Jesus’ Blood 
This discussion quite naturally leads to some 

consideration of the unique nature of Jesus’ blood. 
I am deeply grateful to Dr. William Standish Reed 
of the Christian Medical Foundation of Tampa, 
Florida, for his thoughts on the matter of the 
supernatural conception of Jesus in the womb of 
Mary. The female ovum itself has no blood in it, 
and neither has the male sperm; but it is when 
these come together in the fallopian tube that 
conception takes place and a new life begins. The 
genetic codes in the blood cells of this new cre-
ation are inherited from both father and mother, 
and the blood type is determined by the combina-
tion of genetic material from both the egg and the 
sperm at the moment of conception. The unborn 
baby is thereafter protected by the placenta from 
any flow of the mother’s blood into the fetus.

The Bible is explicit that the Holy Spirit was 
the Divine Agent who caused Jesus’ conception 
in the womb of Mary. This, therefore, was not 
a normal conception but a supernatural act of 
God in planting the life of His already existent 
Son right in the womb of Mary, with no normal 
union of a male sperm with a female ovum from 
Mary. As the blood of the Son of God was of an 
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entirely separate and precious nature, it is incon-
ceivable that Mary could have supplied any of 
her Adamic, unregenerate blood for the spotless 
Lamb of God. All the Child’s blood came from 
His Father in heaven by a supernatural creative 
act of God. Jesus’ blood was without the Adamic 
stain of sin.

The idea held by many that Mary supplied 
the ovum and that the Holy 
Spirit supplied the spiritual 
sperm would mean that Jesus 
would have been conceived 
with mixed blood, part of 
Adam and part of God, which 
is repugnant to God’s plan of 
salvation for a fallen human 
race. Such an erroneous idea 
also lends encouragement to the view held by 
some in the metaphysical cults that Jesus had no 
existence prior to His conception in the womb of 
Mary.

The fact of the matter is that God says in 
the Bible that He prepared a body for His Son. 
“Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he 
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but 
a body thou hast prepared for me” (Hebrews 10:5). 
It was that body that was implanted in Mary’s 
womb. Jesus knew before His birth at Bethlehem 

The blood of 
Jesus has its 
own unique, 

precious nature.



22

The Power of The Blood

that His Father would build and prepare a body 
for Him, which He later described as the temple 
of God (John 2:21). He simply came down from 
heaven and entered into the newly created body 
in the womb of Mary, His earthly mother. This 
body had blood created by His Father. There was 
no Adamic intermixing.

Jesus was “the only begotten of the Father” 
(John 1:14), and His body was formed and fashioned 
wonderfully in the womb of Mary, His mother. But 
the life that was in Jesus Christ came uniquely 
from the Father by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 
this life that flowed in the veins of the Lord Jesus 
Christ came from God alone. No wonder He said, 
“I am…the life” (John 14:6). God imparted His own 
life into the bloodstream of Jesus. Adamic blood 
is corrupt and was carried by Mary, who declared 
that Jesus her Son was “God my Saviour” (Luke 
1:47). Mary was the chosen carrier of the body of 
her Son, but all of His blood came from God.

Blood TyPes, Pure And TAinTed

A limited number of categories or types of 
human blood have been catalogued by medical 
science (A+, B+, AB+, O+, O-, AB-, B-, and A-), 
but I am certain that the blood “type” of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was entirely different. The blood 
that flowed in His veins was perfect since it was 
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not contaminated by Adam’s sin, which brought 
sin and sickness into human blood.

If Adam had not sinned, he would not have 
died. But by his sin, he introduced death into 
the human family. The human body, therefore, 
became subject to corruption and decay, and death 
ultimately comes to each one of us. It is at the 
moment of death that the life in the blood takes 
its departure from the physical body, along with 
the spirit and soul of man.

Jesus Christ had no sin in His body, but He 
allowed Himself to die for the sins of a sinful 
humanity. He gave the perfect life that was in 
His perfect blood to redeem imperfect mankind—
whose bodies carry death because of sin—in an 
exchange of pure blood for contaminated blood, 
life for death, “for the life…is in the blood.” This is 
why Jesus is described as the last Adam. God sent 
Him to earth in the likeness of sinful Adam, but 
with pure, uncontaminated blood in His veins. 
God sent Him so that He might shed that pure 
blood of His for the life of humanity.

It is very important for us to understand that 
the blood of Jesus is in a completely different cate-
gory from ours. Peter rightly described it as “pre-
cious blood” (1 Peter 1:19). It is not possible to 
assess the value of Jesus’ blood in human terms. 
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It is priceless. It is God’s price for the redemption 
of the whole human race.

sPiriTuAl TrAnsfusions

Stretch your imagination for a moment. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Jesus’ blood could 
be kept in the blood banks of our hospitals? 
Don’t you see that everyone who could obtain a 
transfusion of Christ’s blood would actually be 
receiving God’s eternal life in pure blood? Of 
course, God never meant to administer salvation 
by blood transfusions! But a miracle just as great 
takes place when a man trusts in Jesus and 
accepts Him as his personal Savior. Immediately, 
a great cleansing takes place, and the sin that is 
in the bloodstream is purged. “For I will cleanse 
their blood that I have not cleansed: for the Lord 
dwelleth in Zion” (Joel 3:21).

When we receive Jesus, the Bible expresses 
the idea that the heart is cleansed by the blood of 
Jesus. (See, for example, 2 Chronicles 30:18–19; 
Hebrews 9:14; 1 John 1:7.) This may be more lit-
eral than some would dare to believe. If the sin 
and corruption in our bloodstream is purged and 
all spiritual filth is washed out, then certainly the 
very heart that pumps the blood may be spoken of 
as being cleansed. By the miracle of salvation, we 
receive both eternal life and the divine health of 
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the Son of God. The greatest disinfectant in the 
world is the blood of Jesus Christ. It carries the 
eternal life of God in it.

deAd Blood, live Blood

In this connection it is interesting to note 
that Satan’s nickname Beelzebub means “lord of 
the flies,” or “prince of the flies.” Dead blood will 
quickly attract flies, which will breed corruption in 
the coagulating blood. However, the blood of Jesus 
has exactly the opposite effect: It repulses Beelze-
bub and all his demons. When you put the blood of 
Jesus on something by faith, Satan will flee because 
the blood of Jesus is alive. The life is in the blood.

The devil hates the mention of the blood of 
Jesus. This is very evident in our deliverance 
ministry when demons talk to us. I have heard 
some demons actually wail, “Don’t say that; don’t 
say that,” when we mentioned the blood of Jesus. 
Another demon said accusingly, “You said that!” 
as though we had said some terrible thing. 

One time we were praying for a woman who 
was insane. “Jesus,” I said, “we plead Your pre-
cious blood!” Immediately, a strange voice came 
out of the woman’s throat. “Don’t say that,” the 
voice growled. “I don’t like that!”

But we persisted. “We plead the blood!” we 
cried. Finally the demon gave up. “All right, you 
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can say it—I don’t mind,” it said. “Anyway, it’s all 
dried up; it’s all dried up!” With that, the demon 
went out, and the woman was restored to sanity. 
Again we rejoiced at the power of the blood.

deliverAnce To life

A beautiful sixteen-year-old girl once 
approached me for prayer. She seemed the type 
you would meet at church, but Satan is an arch 
deceiver. This girl first told me that she had been 
on drugs. Then she confessed that she had also 
been acting as a witch at school. Apparently she 
had two demons.

I laid my hands upon her head, rebuked the 
demons, and commanded them to come out in 
Jesus’ name. 

Immediately they started to scream, for they 
realized their helplessness before the name of 
Jesus and His shed blood. They screamed and 
choked her for nearly an hour. Many surprised 
Christian students began to intercede for her 
until she was completely delivered. 

I asked her if she would like to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. She readily agreed, and she was 
taught to plead and honor the blood of Jesus in 
prayer. Soon the Holy Spirit entered into her, 
and she began to speak in a beautiful unknown 
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tongue! I marveled at the wonderful change that 
Jesus brought to her countenance. 1 

Never underestimate the power of the blood 
of Jesus. In Leviticus, we read, 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and 
I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls: for it 
is the blood that maketh an atonement for 
the soul.  (Leviticus 17:11)

The author of Hebrews, therefore, made no 
mistake when he wrote, “Without shedding of 
blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22).


