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Part 1

THE SPIRIT OF LOVE
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1

WHAT IS 
THE SPIRIT OF LOVE

Some people say that there is nothing in all my writings 
that has affected them more than the spirit of love. They wish 
for nothing as much as to have a living awareness of the power, life, 
and religion of love. But in a discussion of this love, an objection 
often rises that this doctrine of pure and universal love may be too 
refined and abstract. However much one may like it, one cannot 
attain to it or overcome all that is contrary to it in one’s nature. 
People do what they can, but they end up only admirers of that 
love that they can not secure for themselves.

However, this objection will seem like nothing once looked 
at from the right point of view. This will occur as soon as the true 
ground of the nature, power, and necessity of the blessed spirit of 
love is found.

A Desire for all Goodness
Now the spirit of love originates in God’s eternal will, which 

only desires all goodness. God considers this eternal will in His 
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holy being before anything is brought forth by Him or out of 
Him. He is the one eternal, immutable God, who does not change 
from eternity to eternity, who can desire neither more nor less nor 
anything else but all the goodness that is in Him and comes from 
Him. The creation of worlds or systems of creatures adds nothing 
to and takes nothing away from this immutable God. He always 
was and always will be the same immutable Will for all goodness. 
As certainly as He is the Creator, He is the One who blesses every 
created thing; He gives nothing but blessing, goodness, and hap-
piness because He has nothing else to give. It is more possible for 
the sun to bring dark ness than for God to do, or be, or give forth 
anything but blessing and goodness.

Now this is the basis for and origin of the spirit of love in cre-
ated beings. It is and must be a desire for all goodness, and you do 
not have the spirit of love until you have this desire for all goodness 
at all times and on all occasions. You may indeed do many works 
of love, and delight in them, especially when they are not incon-
venient to you or contradictory to your condition, mood, or cir-
cumstances in life. But the spirit of love is not in you until it is the 
spirit of your life—until you live freely, willingly, and univer sally 
according to it. This is because every spirit acts with freedom and 
universality according to what it is. It needs no command to live 
its own life or be what it is, no more than you need to command 
wrath to be wrathful. Therefore, when love is the spirit of your life, 
it will operate as freely and universally as any other spirit. Love 
will always live and work in love, not because of any particular cir-
cumstance or location, but because the spirit of love can only love, 
wherever it is, wherever it goes, or whatever is done to it.

Just as sparks can only fly upwards, whether it is the darkness 
of night or the light of day, so the spirit of love is always in the same 
course. This spirit knows no difference of time, place, or persons; 
but, whether it gives or forgives, suffers or escapes suff ering, it is 
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equally doing its own delightful work, equally blessed in and of 
itself. For the spirit of love, wherever it is, is its own blessing and 
happiness be cause it is the truth and reality of God in the soul. 
Therefore, it is in the same joy of life and is the same good to itself 
everywhere and on every occasion.

Do you want to know the blessing of all bless ings? It is that 
the God of love dwells in your soul and kills every root of bitter-
ness, which is the pain and torment of every earthly, selfish love. 
All wants are satisfied; all disorders of human nature are re moved. 
Life is no longer a burden; every day is a day of peace; everything 
you encounter becomes a help to you, because everything you see 
or do is all done in the sweet, gentle element of love.

Love has no ulterior motives and desires noth ing but its own 
enrichment, so everything is like oil to its flame. It must have what 
it desires, and it can not be disappointed, because everything nat-
urally helps it to live in its own way and to bring forth its own 
work. The spirit of love does not want to be re warded, honored, 
or esteemed. Its only desire is to propagate itself and to become 
the blessing and hap piness of everyone who lacks it. Therefore, it 
meets wrath and evil and hatred and opposition with the same one 
will as the light meets the darkness—only to overcome any oppo-
sition with all of its blessings.

If you want to avoid wrath and ill will, or to gain the favor of 
anyone, you might not easily accomplish your purpose. However, 
if you have no desire except for all goodness, everyone you meet 
will be forced to assist you in your desire. The wrath of an enemy, 
the treachery of a friend, and every other evil only help the spirit 
of love to be more triumphant, to live its own life, and to find all its 
own blessings in a higher degree. Therefore, whether you consider 
perfection or happiness, it is all included in the spirit of love. This 
is because the infinitely perfect and happy God is entirely love, an 
unchangeable Will toward all goodness. Therefore, every creature 
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must be corrupt and unhappy as far as it is led by any other will 
than the one will to all goodness. In this you see the foun dation, 
the nature, and the perfection of the spirit of love.

The Absolute Necessity 
of the Spirit of Love

The necessity of this spirit is absolute and un changeable. No 
one can be a child of God unless the goodness of God is in him, 
and he cannot have any union or communion with the goodness of 
God until his life is a spirit of love. This is the only band of union 
between God and man. Anything other than this spirit of love is 
only error, fiction, impurity, and corruption that has gotten into 
man and must be entirely separated from him before he can have 
the purity and holiness that alone can see God or find the divine 
life. Since God unchangeably desires all goodness, the divine will 
cannot unite or work with any human will unless it desires with 
Him only what is good. Here the necessity of the spirit of love is 
ab solute. Nothing can suffice in lieu of this will. All contrivances 
of holiness and forms of religious piety mean nothing without this 
desire for all goodness.

Since the desire for all goodness is the whole na ture of God, 
it must be the whole nature of every service or religion that can be 
acceptable to Him. For nothing serves God or worships and adores 
Him ex cept what wills and works with Him. God can delight in 
nothing except His own will and His own Spirit, because all good-
ness is included in it and comes from nowhere else.

Therefore, everyone who follows his own will or his own spirit 
forsakes the one will to all goodness, and while he does so, he 
has no capacity for the light and Spirit of God. The spirit of love, 
therefore, is such a necessity that God cannot exempt any of His 
created beings from it any more than He can deny Himself or act 
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contrary to His own holy being. But since it was His desire for all 
goodness that brought forth the angels and the spirits of men, He 
can will nothing for their lives but that they should live and work 
and manifest that same spirit of love and goodness that brought 
them into being. Therefore, everything except the desire for and 
life of goodness is a renunciation of faith by man and is a rebellion 
against the whole nature of God.

There is no peace, and there can never be, for the soul of man 
except in the purity and perfection of his first created nature. He 
cannot have his purity and perfection in any other way than in and 
by the spirit of love. Since the God who created all things is love, 
love is the purity, perfection, and blessing of all created things. No 
one can live in God unless he lives in love.

How Christ Is Crucified
Look at every vice, pain, and disorder in human nature; it is in 

itself nothing else but the spirit of man turned from the universal-
ity of love to some self-seeking or self-will in created things. Love 
alone, then, is the cure of every evil. Whoever lives in the purity of 
love has risen out of the power of evil into the freedom of the one 
Spirit in heaven. The schools of religion have given us very accurate 
definitions of every vice, whether it is covetousness, pride, wrath, 
or envy, and have shown us how to think of them as conceptu-
ally distinguished from one an other. The Christian has a much 
easier way of knowing their natures and power and what they work 
in themself. No matter what you call them, or if you distinguish 
them with much exactness, they are all just the same thing. They 
all do the same evil work as did the scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites, 
and rab ble of the Jews who crucified Christ. They all did the same 
work, however distinct they were in outward appearances; all vices 
do the same work as well.
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If you want a true sense of the nature and power of pride, 
wrath, covetousness, and envy, such things are entirely nothing 
else but the murderers and cruci fiers of the true Christ of God. 
They are not the high priests who once, many hundreds of years 
ago, nailed Christ’s outward humanity to an outward cross, but 
they crucify afresh the Son of God (see Hebrews 6:6), the holy 
Immanuel, who is the Christ, every time a man gives way to wrath, 
pride, envy, or covetousness. Every temper or passion that is con-
trary to the new birth of Christ and keeps the holy Immanuel from 
coming to life in the soul is, in the strictest sense of the words, a 
murderer and killer of the Lord of life. And wherever pride and 
envy and hatred are allowed to live, the same thing is done that was 
done when Christ was killed and Barabbas was saved.

Therefore, the Christ of God was not cruci fied when the Jews 
brought Him to the cross. Adam and Eve were His first real mur-
derers. The death that happened to them in the day that they ate 
of the earthly tree was the death of Christ, or the death of divine 
life in their souls.

Christ Redeems Us Through the 
Spirit of Love

Christ would never have come into the world as the second 
Adam to redeem it if He had not origi nally been the life and per-
fection and glory of the first Adam. He is our atonement and rec-
onciliation with God; He restored us to that first state of holiness 
when He is brought to life in us. We again have Christ in us as our 
first father, Adam, had Him at his creation. If Christ had not been 
the life that was in the first Adam, Adam would have been created 
to be a mere child of wrath in the same impurity of nature, in the 
same enmity with God, and in the same need of an atoning Savior, 
as we are at this day.
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God has no delight or union with any man unless His well-
beloved Son, the express image of His person, is found in him. 
This is as true of all un fallen men as of all fallen men. The former 
are re deemed only through the life of Christ dwelling in them, and 
the latter want no redemption at all. The Word, or Son of God, 
is the Creator of all things, and by Him everything is made that 
was made. (See John 1:3.) Therefore, everything that is good and 
holy in un fallen angels comes through His living and dwelling in 
them, just as everything that is good and holy in redeemed men 
comes from Him. He is just as much the preserver, the strength, 
the glory, and the life of all the thrones and principalities of heaven 
as He is the righteousness, peace, and redemption of fallen man. 
This Christ has many names in Scripture, but they all mean on 
thing: that He alone is and can be the light and life and holiness of 
every creature that is holy, whether in heaven or on earth.

The wrath of nature is wherever Christ is not. This wrath is 
nature left to itself and its own tor menting strength, to feel noth-
ing in itself but the vain, restless discord of its own working. This is 
the sole origin of hell and every kind of curse and misery in created 
beings. It is nature without Christ or the spirit of love ruling over it.

Here you may observe that wrath has in itself the nature of 
hell, and it can have no beginning or power in any creature unless 
that creature has lost Christ. When Christ is everywhere, wrath 
and ha tred will be nowhere. Therefore, whenever you will ingly 
indulge in wrath or let your mind work in hatred, you not only 
work without Christ, but you also resist Him and withstand 
His redeeming power over you. You do in reality what the Jews 
did when they said, “We will not have this man to reign over us” 
(Luke  19:14). Christ never was, and never can be, in any man 
except purely as a spirit of love.

The vanity, wrath, torment, and evil of man are solely the 
effects of his will having been turned from God, and this can come 
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from nothing else. Misery and wickedness can have no other foun-
dation or cause, for whatever wills and works with God must par-
take of the happiness and perfection of God. This, therefore, is a 
certain truth: hell and death, curse and misery, can never cease or 
be removed from God’s creation until the wills of men and women 
whom He created are again what they were when they came from 
God. Only when they are spirits of love will they desire nothing 
but goodness. The whole fallen creation must groan and travail 
in pain (see Romans 8:22), and this must be its purgatory until 
everything that is contrary to the divine will is en tirely taken from 
every creature.

The Spirit of Love Will Purify
Every son of fallen Adam is under this same ne cessity of striv-

ing for something that he neither is nor has. This is so for the 
same reason: the life of man has lost its first unity and purity and 
therefore must be in a working strife until all that is contrary and 
impure is separated from man and he finds his first state in God. 
Purification is what is necessary, and nothing can take its place. 
But man is not puri fied until every earthly, wrathful, sensual, self-
ish, partial, self-willing inclination is taken from him. He dies to 
himself when he dies to these inclina tions, and only when is dead 
to them can he be alive in Christ.

Man needs to be purified only because he has these inclina-
tions; therefore, he does not have the purification that he needs 
until they are all sepa rated from him. It is the purity and perfec-
tion of the divine nature that must be brought again into him, 
because in that purity and perfection, he came forth from God. He 
could have nothing less since he was once a child of God who was 
to be blessed by a life in Him. No one who is impure or imperfect 
in his thoughts and actions can have union with God.
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You are not to think that these words, the purity and perfec-
tion of God, are too high to be used when looking at God’s spirit of 
love, for they only mean that the will of man, as an offspring of the 
divine will, must want to work with the will of God. Only then can 
man truly stand and live in the purity and perfection of God, and 
whoever does not want to work with God’s will is at enmity with 
God and can not have any life and happiness in Him.

Now, nothing wills and works with God except the spirit of 
love, because nothing else works in God Himself. The Almighty 
brought forth all nature for this one end: that boundless love 
might have infinite height and depth in which to dwell and work, 
and that all the striving and working properties of na ture can only 
give essence and substance, life and strength, to the invisible spirit 
of love. Then this spirit may come forth and manifest its blessed 
pow ers, so that men and women born in the strength and powers 
of nature might communicate the spirit of love and goodness and 
give to and receive from one another mutual delight and joy.

Anything that is below this state of love has fallen from the 
one life of God and the only life in which the God of love can dwell. 
Partiality is a tem per that can only belong to men and women who 
have lost the power, presence, and spirit of the uni versal good. 
Those who carry the attitude of “this is mine; that is yours” can 
have no place in heaven, and they cannot be anywhere because 
heaven is lost to them. Do not think, then, that the spirit of pure, 
universal love, the one purity and perfection of heaven and all heav-
enly natures, can be carried too high or have its absolute necessity 
too much as serted. There are no degrees of higher or lower in this 
matter, for the spirit of love does not exist until it is absolutely pure 
and unmixed.


