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About the Author

tian writer. He lived and ministered as both a pastor and

author from the towns and villages of South Africa. Some of
Murray’s earliest writings were written to provide nurture and
guidance to Christians, whether young or old in the faith; they
were actually an extension of his pastoral work. Once books such
as Abide in Christ, Like Christ, and With Christ in the School of
Prayer were written, Murray became widely known, and new books
from his pen were awaited with great eagerness throughout the
world.

He wrote to give daily practical help to many of the people in
his congregation who lived out in the farming communities and
could only come into town for church services on rare occasions. As
he wrote these books of instruction, Murray adopted the practice of
placing many of his more devotional books into thirty-one separate
readings to correspond with the days of the month.

At the age of seventy-eight, Murray resigned from the pastor-
ate and devoted most of his time to his manuscripts. He continued
to write profusely, moving from one book to the next with an in-
tensity of purpose and a zeal that few men of God have ever
equaled. He often said of himself, rather humorously, that he was
like a hen about to hatch an egg; he was restless and unhappy until
he got the burden of the message off his mind.

During these later years, after hearing of pocket-sized paper-
backs, Andrew Murray immediately began to write books to be
published in that fashion. He thought it was a splendid way to have
the teachings of the Christian life at your fingertips, where they
could be carried around and read at any time of the day.

One source has said of Andrew Murray that his prolific style
possesses the strength and eloquence that are born of deep ear-
nestness and a sense of the solemnity of the issues of the Christian
life. Nearly every page reveals an intensity of purpose and appeal
that stirs men to the depths of their souls. Murray moves the emo-
tions, searches the conscience, and reveals the sins and shortcomings

,-\ ndrew Murray (1828-1917) was an amazingly prolific Chris-
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About the Author

of many of us with a love and hope born out of an intimate knowl-
edge of the mercy and faithfulness of God.

For Andrew Murray prayer was considered our personal home
base from which we live our Christian lives and extend ourselves to
others. During his later years, the vital necessity of unceasing
prayer in the spiritual life came to the forefront of Andrew
Murray’s teachings. It was then that he revealed the secret treas-
ures of his heart concerning a life of persistent and believing
prayer.

Countless persons the world over have hailed Andrew Murray
as their spiritual father and given credit for much of their Chris-
tian growth to the influence of his priceless devotional books.
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Preface

when speaking of the relations of the disciples to Himself

was: “Follow me” (Matt. 4:19). When about to leave for
heaven, He gave them a new word, in which their more intimate
and spiritual union with Himself in glory should be expressed.
That chosen word was: “Abide in me” (John 15:4).

It is to be feared that there are many earnest followers of Je-
sus from whom the meaning of this word, with the blessed experi-
ence it promises, is very much hidden. While trusting in their
Savior for pardon and for help, and seeking to some extent to obey
Him, they have hardly realized to what closeness of union, to what
intimacy of fellowship, to what wondrous oneness of life and inter-
est, He invited them when He said, “Abide in me.” This is not only
an unspeakable loss to themselves, but the church and the world
suffer in what they lose.

If we ask the reason why those who have indeed accepted the
Savior, and been made partakers of the renewing of the Holy
Spirit, thus come short of the full salvation prepared for them, I am
sure the answer will in very many cases be that ignorance is the
cause of the unbelief that fails of the inheritance. If, in our ortho-
dox churches, the abiding in Christ, the living union with Him, the
experience of His daily and hourly presence and keeping, were
preached with the same distinctness and urgency as His atonement
and pardon through His blood, I am confident that many would be
found to accept with gladness the invitation to such a life, and that
its influence would be manifest in their experience of the purity
and the power, the love and the joy, the fruit bearing, and all the
blessedness that the Savior connected with the abiding in Him.

It is with the desire to help those who have not yet fully un-
derstood what the Savior meant with His command, or who have
feared that it was a life beyond their reach, that these meditations
are now published. It is only by frequent repetition that a child
learns his lessons. It is only by continuously fixing the mind for a
time on one of the lessons of faith that the believer is gradually

D uring the life of Jesus on earth, the word He chiefly used

13



Abide in Christ

helped to take and thoroughly assimilate them. I have the hope
that to some, especially young believers, it will be a help to come
for a month, day after day, and read over the precious words,
“Abide in me,” with the lessons connected with them in the parable
of the Vine. Step by step we will get to see how truly this promise-
precept is meant for us, how surely grace is provided to enable us
to obey it, how indispensable the experience of its blessing is to a
healthy Christian life, and how unspeakable the blessings are that
flow from it. As we listen, meditate, and pray—as we surrender
ourselves and accept in faith the whole Jesus as He offers Himself
to us in it—the Holy Spirit will make the Word to be spirit and life.
This word of Jesus, too, will become to us the power of God unto
salvation, and through it will come the faith that grasps the long
desired blessing.

I pray earnestly that our gracious Lord may be pleased to bless
this little book, to help those who seek to know Him fully, as He
has already blessed it in its original issue in the Dutch language. 1
pray still more earnestly that He would, by whatever means, make
the multitudes of His dear children who are still living divided
lives, to see how He claims them wholly for Himself, and how the
wholehearted surrender to abide in Him alone brings the joy un-
speakable that is full of glory. Oh, let each of us who has begun to
taste the sweetness of this life, yield himself wholly to be a witness
to the grace and power of our Lord to keep us united with Himself,
and seek by word and walk to win others to follow Him fully. It is
only in such fruit bearing that our own abiding can be maintained.

In conclusion, I ask to be permitted to give one word of advice
to my reader. It is this. It takes time to grow into Jesus the Vine;
do not expect to abide in Him unless you will give Him that time. It
is not enough to read God’s Word, or meditations as here offered,
and when we think we have hold of the thoughts and have asked
God for His blessing, to go out in the hope that the blessing will
abide. No, it requires day-by-day time with Jesus and with God. We
all know the need of time for our meals each day. Every workman
claims his hour for dinner; the hurried eating of so much food is
not enough. If we are to live through Jesus, we must feed on Him
(John 6:57); we must thoroughly take in and assimilate that heav-
enly food the Father has given us in His life. Therefore, my brother
who wants to learn to abide in Jesus, take time each day, before
you read, while you read, and after you read, to put yourself into
living contact with the living Jesus, to yield yourself distinctly and
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consciously to His blessed influence, so will you give Him the op-
portunity of taking hold of you, of drawing you up and keeping you
safe in His almighty life.

And now, to all God’s children whom He allows me the privi-
lege of pointing to the Heavenly Vine, I offer my fraternal love and
salutations, with the prayer that to each one of them may be given
the rich and full experience of the blessedness of abiding in Christ.
And may the grace of Jesus, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be their daily portion. Amen.

ANDREW MURRAY



John 15:1-12

am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every

branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every

branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spo-
ken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into
the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall
ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved
you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments,
and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.



chapter 1

All You Who Have Come to Him

Come unfo me.—Matthew 11:28
Abide in me.—John 15:4

t is to you who have heard and hearkened to the call, “Come unto

me,” that this new invitation comes, “Abide in me.” The message

comes from the same loving Savior. You doubtless have never
repented having come at His call. You experienced that His word
was truth; all His promises He fulfilled; He made you partakers of
the blessings and the joy of His love. Was not His welcome most
hearty, His pardon full and free, His love most sweet and precious?
More than once, at your first coming to Him, you had reason to
say, “The half was not told me” (1 Kings 10:7).

And yet you have had to complain of disappointment; as time
went on, your expectations were not realized. The blessings you
once enjoyed were lost; the love and joy of your first meeting with
your Savior, instead of deepening, have become faint and feeble.
And often you have wondered what the reason could be, that with
such a Savior, so mighty and so loving, your experience of salvation
should not have been a fuller one.

The answer is very simple. You wandered from Him. The
blessings He bestows are all connected with His “Come unto me,”
and are only to be enjoyed in close fellowship with Him. You either
did not fully understand, or did not rightly remember, that the call
meant, “Come to Me to stay with Me.” And yet this was indeed His
object and purpose when first He called you to Himself. It was not
to refresh you for a few short hours after your conversion with the
joy of His love and deliverance, and then to send you forth to wan-
der in sadness and sin. He had destined you to something better
than a short-lived blessedness, to be enjoyed only in times of spe-
cial earnestness and prayer, and then to pass away, as you had to
return to those duties in which the far greater part of life has to be
spent. He had prepared for you an abiding dwelling with Himself,
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where your whole life and every moment of it might be spent,
where the work of your daily life might be done, and where all the
while you might be enjoying unbroken communion with Him. It
was even this He meant when to that first word, “Come unto me,”
He added this, “Abide in me.” As earnest and faithful, as loving
and tender, as the compassion that breathed in that blessed
“come,” was the grace that added this no less blessed “abide.” As
mighty as the attraction with which that first word drew you were
the bonds with which this second, had you but listened to it, would
have kept you. And as great as were the blessings with which that
coming was rewarded, so large, yes, and much greater, were the
treasures to which that abiding would have given you access.

And observe especially, it was not that He said, “Come to Me
and abide with Me,” but, “Abide in me.” The communion was not
only to be unbroken, but most intimate and complete. He opened
His arms to press you to His bosom; He opened His heart to wel-
come you there; He opened up all His divine fullness of life and love
and offered to take you up into its fellowship to make you wholly
one with Himself. There was a depth of meaning you cannot yet
realize in His words: “Abide in me.”

And with no less earnestness than He had cried, “Come unto
me,” did He plead, had you but noticed it, “Abide in me.” By every
motive that had induced you to come, did He beseech you to abide.
Was it the fear of sin and its curse that first drew you? The pardon
you received on first coming could, with all the blessings flowing
from it, only be confirmed and fully enjoyed on abiding in Him.
Was it the longing to know and enjoy the infinite love that was
calling you? The first coming gave but single drops to taste; it is
only the abiding that can really satisfy the thirsty soul and give to
drink of the rivers of pleasure that are at His right hand. Was it the
weary longing to be made free from the bondage of sin, to become
pure and holy, and so to find rest, the rest of God for the soul? This
too can only be realized as you abide in Him—only abiding in Jesus
gives rest in Him. Or if it was the hope of an inheritance in glory,
and an everlasting home in the presence of the Infinite One, the
true preparation for this, as well as its blessed foretaste in this life,
are granted only to those who abide in Him. In very truth, there is
nothing that moved you to come, that does not plead with thou-
sandfold greater force: “Abide in Him.” You did well to come; you
do better to abide. Who would, after seeking the King’s palace, be
content to stand in the door, when he is invited in to dwell in the
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All You Who Have Come to Him

King’s presence and share with Him in all the glory of His royal
life? Oh, let us enter in and abide and enjoy to the full all the rich
supply His wondrous love has prepared for us!

And yet I fear that there are many who have indeed come to
Jesus, and who yet have to confess mournfully that they know but
little of this blessed abiding in Him. With some, the reason is that
they never fully understood that this was the meaning of the Sav-
ior’s call. With others, though they heard the word, they did not
know that such a life of abiding fellowship was possible, and indeed
within their reach. Others will say that though they did believe
that such a life was possible and did seek after it, they have never
yet succeeded in discovering the secret of its attainment. And oth-
ers, again, alas, will confess that it is their own unfaithfulness that
has kept them from the enjoyment of the blessing. When the Savior
would have kept them, they were not found ready to stay; they
were not prepared to give up everything, and always, only, wholly
to abide in Jesus.

To all such I come now in the name of Jesus, their Redeemer
and mine, with the blessed message: “Abide in me.” In His name I
invite them to come, and for a season meditate with me daily on its
meaning, its lessons, its claims, and its promises. I know how
many, and, to the young believer, how difficult, the questions are
that suggest themselves in connection with it. There is especially
the question, with its various aspects, as to the possibility, in the
midst of wearying work and continual distraction, of keeping up, or
rather being kept in, the abiding communion. I do not undertake to
remove all difficulties; this, Jesus Christ Himself alone must do by
His Holy Spirit. But what I would gladly by the grace of God be
permitted to do is, to repeat day by day the Master’s blessed com-
mand, “Abide in me,” until it enters the heart and finds a place
there, no more to be forgotten or neglected. I desire gladly that in
the light of Holy Scripture we should meditate on its meaning, un-
til the understanding, that gate to the heart, opens to apprehend
something of what it offers and expects. So we will discover the
means of its attainment and learn to know what keeps us from it,
and what can help us to it; so we will feel its claims and be com-
pelled to acknowledge that there can be no true allegiance to our
King without simply and heartily accepting this one, too, of His
commands. So we will gaze on its blessedness, until desire is in-
flamed and the will with all its energies is roused to claim and pos-
sess the unspeakable blessing.
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Abide in Christ

Come, my fellow believers, and let us day by day set ourselves
at His feet and meditate on this word of His, with an eye fixed on
Him alone. Let us set ourselves in quiet trust before Him, waiting
to hear His holy voice—the still small voice that is mightier than
the storm that rends the rocks—breathing its quickening spirit
within us, as He speaks, “Abide in me.” The soul that truly hears
Jesus Himself speak the word, receives with the word the power to
accept and to hold the blessing He offers.

And it may please You, blessed Savior, indeed, to speak to us;
let each of us hear Your blessed voice. May the feeling of our deep
need, and the faith of Your wondrous love, combined with the sight
of the wonderfully blessed life You are waiting to bestow upon us,
constrain us to listen and to obey, as often as You speak, “Abide in
me.” Let day by day the answer from our heart be “Savior, I do
abide in You.”
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