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INTRODUCTION
n encounter with Smith Wigglesworth was
an unforgettable experience. This seems to
be the universal reaction of all who knew
him or heard him speak. Smith Wig-

glesworth was a simple yet remarkable man who was
used in an extraordinary way by our extraordinary
God. He had a contagious and inspiring faith. Under
his ministry, thousands of people came to salvation,
committed themselves to a deeper faith in Christ,
received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and were
miraculously healed. The power that brought these
kinds of results was the presence of the Holy Spirit,
who filled Smith Wigglesworth and used him in
bringing the good news of the Gospel to people all
over the world. Wigglesworth gave glory to God for
everything that was accomplished through his min-
istry, and he wanted people to understand his work
only in this context, because his sole desire was that
people would see Jesus and not himself.

Smith Wigglesworth was born in England in
1859. Immediately after his conversion as a boy, he
had a concern for the salvation of others and won
people to Christ, including his mother. Even so, as a
young man, he could not express himself well enough
to give a testimony in church, much less preach a
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sermon. Wigglesworth said that his mother had the
same difficulty in expressing herself that he did. This
family trait, coupled with the fact that he had no for-
mal education because he began working twelve hours
a day at the age of seven to help support the family,
contributed to Wigglesworth’s awkward speaking
style. He became a plumber by trade, yet he contin-
ued to devote himself to winning many people to
Christ on an individual basis.

In 1882, he married Polly Featherstone, a viva-
cious young woman who loved God and had a gift of
preaching and evangelism. It was she who taught him
to read and who became his closest confidant and
strongest supporter. They both had compassion for
the poor and needy in their community, and they
opened a mission, at which Polly preached. Signifi-
cantly, people were miraculously healed when Wig-
glesworth prayed for them.

In 1907, Wigglesworth’s circumstances changed
dramatically when, at the age of forty-eight, he was
baptized in the Holy Spirit. Suddenly, he had a new
power that enabled him to preach, and even his wife
was amazed at the transformation. This was the be-
ginning of what became a worldwide evangelistic and
healing ministry that reached thousands. He  eventu-
ally ministered in the United States, Australia, South
Africa, and all over Europe. His ministry extended up
to the time of his death in 1947.

Several emphases in Smith Wigglesworth’s life
and ministry characterize him: a genuine, deep com-
passion for the unsaved and sick; an unflinching be-
lief in the Word of God; a desire that Christ should
increase and he should decrease (John 3:30); a belief
that he was called to exhort people to enlarge their
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faith and trust in God; an emphasis on the baptism
in the Holy Spirit with the manifestation of the gifts
of the Spirit as in the early church; and a belief in
complete healing for everyone of all sickness.

Smith Wigglesworth was called “The Apostle of
Faith” because absolute trust in God was a constant
theme of both his life and his messages. In his
meetings, he would quote passages from the Word of
God and lead lively singing to help build people’s
faith and encourage them to act on it. He empha-
sized belief in the fact that God could do the impos-
sible. He had great faith in what God could do, and
God did great things through him.

Wigglesworth’s unorthodox methods were often
questioned. As a person, Wigglesworth was report-
edly courteous, kind, and gentle. However, he be-
came forceful when dealing with the Devil, whom he
believed caused all sickness. Wigglesworth said the
reason he spoke bluntly and acted forcefully with
people was that he knew he needed to get their at-
tention so they could focus on God. He also had such
anger toward the Devil and sickness that he acted in
a seemingly rough way. When he prayed for people
to be healed, he would often hit or punch them at
the place of their problem or illness. Yet, no one was
hurt by this startling treatment. Instead, they were
remarkably healed. When he was asked why he
treated people in this manner, he said that he was
not hitting the people but that he was hitting the
Devil. He believed that Satan should never be
treated gently or allowed to get away with anything.
About twenty people were reportedly raised from the
dead after he prayed for them. Wigglesworth himself
was healed of appendicitis and kidney stones, after
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which his personality softened and he was more gen-
tle with those who came to him for prayer for heal-
ing. His abrupt manner in ministering may be
attributed to the fact that he was very serious about
his calling and got down to business quickly.

Although Wigglesworth believed in complete
healing, he encountered illnesses and deaths that
were difficult to understand. These included the
deaths of his wife and son, his daughter’s lifelong
deafness, and his own battles with kidney stones and
sciatica.

He often seemed paradoxical: compassionate but
forceful, blunt but gentle, a well-dressed gentleman
whose speech was often ungrammatical or confusing.
However, he loved God with everything he had, he
was steadfastly committed to God and to His Word,
and he didn’t rest until he saw God move in the lives
of those who needed Him.

In 1936, Smith Wigglesworth prophesied about
what we now know as the charismatic movement.
He accurately predicted that the established main-
line denominations would experience revival and the
gifts of the Spirit in a way that would surpass even
the Pentecostal movement. Wigglesworth did not
live to see the renewal, but as an evangelist and
prophet with a remarkable healing ministry, he had
a tremendous influence on both the Pentecostal and
charismatic movements, and his example and influ-
ence on believers is felt to this day.

Without the power of God that was so obviously
present in his life and ministry, we might not be
reading transcripts of his sermons, for his spoken
messages were often disjointed and ungrammatical.
However, true gems of spiritual insight shine through
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them because of the revelation he received through
the Holy Spirit. It was his life of complete devotion
and belief in God and his reliance on the Holy Spirit
that brought the life-changing power of God into his
messages.

As you read this book, it is important to remem-
ber that Wigglesworth’s works span a period of sev-
eral decades, from the early 1900s to the 1940s. They
were originally presented as spoken rather than
written messages, and necessarily retain some of the
flavor of a church service or prayer meeting. Some of
the messages were Bible studies that Wigglesworth
led at various conferences. At his meetings, he would
often speak in tongues and give the interpretation,
and these messages have been included as well. Be-
cause of Wigglesworth’s unique style, the sermons
and Bible studies in this book have been edited for
clarity, and archaic expressions that would be unfa-
miliar to modern readers have been updated.

In conclusion, we hope that as you read these
words of Smith Wigglesworth, you will truly sense
his complete trust and unwavering faith in God and
take to heart one of his favorite sayings: “Only be-
lieve!”
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bide in the presence of the power of God,
where victory is assured. If we remain in
the right place with God, He can do any-
thing with our lives. He can work through

us. There was a power and majesty that fell on Jesus
when He received the Spirit (Matt. 3:16–17). He was
no longer the same. He had received the mighty
anointing power of God. He attained submission,
and as He submitted, He was more and more covered
with the power and led by the Spirit. He came out of
the wilderness more full of God, more clothed with
the Spirit, and more ready for the fight. (See Mat-
thew 4.) The empowerment had such an effect on
Him that other people saw it and flocked to hear
Him, and great blessing came to the land.

The Holy Spirit coming upon an individual
changes him and fertilizes his spiritual life. What
things are possible if we reach this place and remain
in it, that is, abide in it! Only one thing is going to ac-
complish the purpose of God, which is to be filled with
the Spirit. We must yield and submit until our bodies
are saturated with God, so that, at any moment,
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God’s will can be revealed. We need a great hunger
and thirst for God. Thousands must be brought to a
knowledge of the truth. This will only be brought
about by human instrumentality, when the instru-
ment is at a place where he will say all that the Holy
Spirit directs him to. “Be still, and know that I am
God” (Ps. 46:10). This place is the place of tranquil-
lity, where we know that He is controlling us and that
He moves us by the mighty power of His Spirit.

Ezekiel said, “I prophesied as I was com-
manded” (Ezek. 37:7). He did what he was told to
do. It takes more to live in that place than in any
other that I know of—to live in the place where you
hear God’s voice. Only by the power of the Spirit can
you quickly do as you are told.

We must stay in the place where we see God,
where we always hear His voice, and from where He
sends us with messages that bring life and power
and victory.


