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IIIINTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTION

n encounter with Smith Wigglesworth was an
unforgettable experience. This seems to be
the universal reaction of all who knew him or

heard him speak. Smith Wigglesworth was a simple
yet remarkable man who was used in an extraordi-
nary way by our extraordinary God. He had a conta-
gious and inspiring faith. Under his ministry,
thousands of people came to salvation, committed
themselves to a deeper faith in Christ, received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit, and were miraculously
healed. The power that brought these kinds of re-
sults was the presence of the Holy Spirit, who filled
Smith Wigglesworth and used him in bringing the
good news of the Gospel to people all over the world.
Wigglesworth gave glory to God for everything that
was accomplished through his ministry, and he
wanted people to understand his work only in this
context, because his sole desire was that people
would see Jesus and not himself.

Smith Wigglesworth was born in England in
1859. Immediately after his conversion as a boy, he
had a concern for the salvation of others and won
people to Christ, including his mother. Even so, as a
young man, he could not express himself well enough
to give a testimony in church, much less preach a

A
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sermon. Wigglesworth said that his mother had the
same difficulty in expressing herself that he did. This
family trait, coupled with the fact that he had no for-
mal education because he began working twelve hours
a day at the age of seven to help support the family,
contributed to Wigglesworth’s awkward speaking
style. He became a plumber by trade, yet he contin-
ued to devote himself to winning many people to
Christ on an individual basis.

In 1882, he married Polly Featherstone, a viva-
cious young woman who loved God and had a gift of
preaching and evangelism. It was she who taught him
to read and who became his closest confidant and
strongest supporter. They both had compassion for
the poor and needy in their community, and they
opened a mission, at which Polly preached. Signifi-
cantly, people were miraculously healed when Wig-
glesworth prayed for them.

In 1907, Wigglesworth’s circumstances changed
dramatically when, at the age of forty-eight, he was
baptized in the Holy Spirit. Suddenly, he had a new
power that enabled him to preach, and even his wife
was amazed at the transformation. This was the be-
ginning of what became a worldwide evangelistic and
healing ministry that reached thousands. He  eventu-
ally ministered in the United States, Australia, South
Africa, and all over Europe. His ministry extended up
to the time of his death in 1947.

Several emphases in Smith Wigglesworth’s life
and ministry characterize him: a genuine, deep com-
passion for the unsaved and sick; an unflinching be-
lief in the Word of God; a desire that Christ should
increase and he should decrease (John 3:30); a belief
that he was called to exhort people to enlarge their
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faith and trust in God; an emphasis on the baptism
in the Holy Spirit with the manifestation of the gifts
of the Spirit as in the early church; and a belief in
complete healing for everyone of all sickness.

Smith Wigglesworth was called “The Apostle of
Faith” because absolute trust in God was a constant
theme of both his life and his messages. In his
meetings, he would quote passages from the Word of
God and lead lively singing to help build people’s
faith and encourage them to act on it. He empha-
sized belief in the fact that God could do the impos-
sible. He had great faith in what God could do, and
God did great things through him.

Wigglesworth’s unorthodox methods were often
questioned. As a person, Wigglesworth was report-
edly courteous, kind, and gentle. However, he be-
came forceful when dealing with the Devil, whom he
believed caused all sickness. Wigglesworth said the
reason he spoke bluntly and acted forcefully with
people was that he knew he needed to get their at-
tention so they could focus on God. He also had such
anger toward the Devil and sickness that he acted in
a seemingly rough way. When he prayed for people
to be healed, he would often hit or punch them at
the place of their problem or illness. Yet, no one was
hurt by this startling treatment. Instead, they were
remarkably healed. When he was asked why he
treated people in this manner, he said that he was
not hitting the people but that he was hitting the
Devil. He believed that Satan should never be
treated gently or allowed to get away with anything.
About twenty people were reportedly raised from the
dead after he prayed for them. Wigglesworth himself
was healed of appendicitis and kidney stones, after
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which his personality softened and he was more gen-
tle with those who came to him for prayer for heal-
ing. His abrupt manner in ministering may be
attributed to the fact that he was very serious about
his calling and got down to business quickly.

Although Wigglesworth believed in complete
healing, he encountered illnesses and deaths that
were difficult to understand. These included the
deaths of his wife and son, his daughter’s lifelong
deafness, and his own battles with kidney stones and
sciatica.

He often seemed paradoxical: compassionate but
forceful, gentle but blunt, a well-dressed gentleman
whose speech was often ungrammatical or confusing.
However, he loved God with everything he had, he
was steadfastly committed to God and to His Word,
and he didn’t rest until he saw God move in the lives
of those who needed Him.

In 1936, Smith Wigglesworth prophesied about
what we now know as the charismatic movement.
He accurately predicted that the established main-
line denominations would experience revival and the
gifts of the Spirit in a way that would surpass even
the Pentecostal movement. Wigglesworth did not live
to see the renewal, but as an evangelist and prophet
with a remarkable healing ministry, he had a tre-
mendous influence on both the Pentecostal and
charismatic movements, and his example and influ-
ence on believers is felt to this day.

Without the power of God that was so obviously
present in his life and ministry, we might not be
reading transcripts of his sermons, for his spoken
messages were often disjointed and ungrammatical.
However, true gems of spiritual insight shine through
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them because of the revelation he received through
the Holy Spirit. It was his life of complete devotion
and belief in God and his reliance on the Holy Spirit
that brought the life-changing power of God into his
messages.

As you read this book, it is important to remem-
ber that Wigglesworth’s works span a period of sev-
eral decades, from the early 1900s to the 1940s. They
were originally presented as spoken rather than
written messages, and necessarily retain some of the
flavor of a church service or prayer meeting. Some of
the messages were Bible studies that Wigglesworth
led at various conferences. At his meetings, he would
often speak in tongues and give the interpretation,
and these messages have been included as well. Be-
cause of Wigglesworth’s unique style, the sermons
and Bible studies in this book have been edited for
clarity, and archaic expressions that would be unfa-
miliar to modern readers have been updated.

In conclusion, we hope that as you read these
words of Smith Wigglesworth, you will truly sense his
complete trust and unwavering faith in God and take
to heart one of his favorite sayings: “Only believe!”
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    GGGGIFTSIFTSIFTSIFTS

od wants us to enter into the rest of faith.
He desires us to have all confidence in
Him. He purposes that His Word will be
established in our hearts; and, as we be-

lieve His Word, we will see that “all things are pos-
sible” (Matt. 19:26).

In 1 Corinthians 12:1 we read, “Now concerning
spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be igno-
rant.” There is a great weakness in the church of
Christ because of an awful ignorance concerning the
Spirit of God and the gifts He has come to bring.
God wants us to be powerful in every way because of
the revelation of the knowledge of His will concern-
ing the power and manifestation of His Spirit. He
desires us to be continually hungry to receive more
and more of His Spirit.

In the past, I have organized many conferences,
and I have found that it is better to have a man on
my platform who has not received the baptism but
who is hungry for all that God has for him, than a

G
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man who has received the baptism and is satisfied
and has settled down and become stationary and
stagnant. But of course I would prefer a man who is
baptized with the Holy Spirit and is still hungry for
more of God. A man who is not hungry to receive
more of God is out of order in any Christian confer-
ence.

TTTTHE HE HE HE IIIIMPORTANCE OF MPORTANCE OF MPORTANCE OF MPORTANCE OF BBBBEING EING EING EING FFFFILLEDILLEDILLEDILLED

It is impossible to overestimate the importance
of being filled with the Spirit. It is impossible for us
to meet the conditions of the day, to “walk in the
light as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7), to subdue
kingdoms and work righteousness and bind the
power of Satan, unless we are filled with the Holy
Spirit.

We read that, in the early church, “they contin-
ued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-
ship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts
2:42). It is important for us also to continue stead-
fastly in these same things.

For some years I was associated with the Ply-
mouth Brethren. They are very strong on the Word
and are sound on water baptism. They do not neglect
the communion service; rather, they have it on the
morning of every Lord’s Day, as the early church
did. These people seem to have the wood and the
kindling, but not the match. If they had the fire,
then they would be all ablaze.

Because they lack the fire of the Holy Spirit,
there is no life in their meetings. One young man
who attended their meetings received the baptism
with the speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gave
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utterance (Acts 2:4). The brethren were very upset
about this, and they came to the young man’s father
and said to him, “You must take your son aside and
tell him to cease.” They did not want any distur-
bance. The father told the son, “My boy, I have been
attending this church for twenty years and have
never seen anything of this kind. We are established
in the truth and do not want anything new. We
won’t have it.” The son replied, “If that is God’s
plan, I will obey, but somehow or other I don’t think
it is.” As they were going home, the horse stood still;
the wheels of their carriage were in deep ruts. The
father pulled at the reins, but the horse did not
move. He asked, “What do you think is up?” The son
answered, “It has gotten established.” God save us
from becoming stationary.

God wants us to understand spiritual gifts and
to “earnestly desire the best gifts” (1 Cor. 12:31). He
also wants us to enter into the “more excellent way”
(v. 31) of the fruit of the Spirit. We must implore
God for these gifts. It is a serious thing to have the
baptism and yet be stationary. To live two days in
succession on the same spiritual plane is a tragedy.
We must be willing to deny ourselves everything to
receive the revelation of God’s truth and to receive
the fullness of the Spirit. Only that will satisfy God,
and nothing less must satisfy us.

A young Russian received the Holy Spirit and
was mightily clothed with power from on high. The
secret of his power was a continuous waiting upon
God. As the Holy Spirit filled him, it seemed as
though every breath became a prayer, and so his en-
tire ministry was continually increasing.
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I knew a man who was full of the Holy Spirit
and would only preach when he knew that he was
mightily anointed by the power of God. He was once
asked to preach at a Methodist church. He was
staying at the minister’s house and he said, “You go
on to church and I will follow.” The place was
packed with people, but this man did not show up.
The Methodist minister, becoming anxious, sent his
little girl to inquire why he did not come. As she
came to the bedroom door, she heard him crying out
three times, “I will not go.” She went back and re-
ported that she had heard the man say three times
that he would not go. The minister was troubled
about it, but almost immediately afterward the man
came in. As he preached that night, the power of
God was tremendously manifested. The preacher
later asked him, “Why did you tell my daughter that
you were not coming?” He answered, “I know when I
am filled. I am an ordinary man, and I told the Lord
that I did not dare to go and would not go until He
gave me a fresh filling of the Spirit. The moment the
glory filled me and overflowed, I came to the meet-
ing.”

Yes, there is a power, a blessing, an assurance, a
rest in the presence of the Holy Spirit. You can feel
His presence and know that He is with you. You do
not need to spend an hour without this inner knowl-
edge of His holy presence. With His power upon you,
there can be no failure. You are above par all the
time.

“You know that you were Gentiles, carried away
to these dumb idols, however you were led” (1 Cor.
12:2). This is the age of the Gentiles. When the Jews
refused the blessings of God, He scattered them, and
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He has grafted the Gentiles into the olive tree where
many of the Jews were broken off. (See Romans
11:17–25.) There has never been a time when God
has been so favorable to a people who were not a
people. (See 1 Peter 2:9–10.) He has brought in the
Gentiles to carry out His purpose of preaching the
Gospel to all nations and receiving the power of the
Holy Spirit to accomplish this task. It is because of
the mercy of God that He has turned to the Gentiles
and made us partakers of all the blessings that be-
long to the Jews. Here, under this canopy of glory,
because we believe, we get all the blessings of faith-
ful Abraham.

GGGGUARD AGAINST UARD AGAINST UARD AGAINST UARD AGAINST EEEERRORRRORRRORRROR

Therefore I make known to you that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus ac-
cursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord
except by the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 12:3)

Many evil, deceiving spirits have been sent forth
in these last days who endeavor to rob Jesus of His
lordship and of His rightful place. Many people are
opening the doors to these latest devils, such as New
Theology and New Thought and Christian Science.
These evil cults deny the fundamental truths of
God’s Word. They all deny eternal punishment and
the deity of Jesus Christ. You will never see the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit come upon a man who ac-
cepts these errors. Nor will you see anyone receive
the baptism who puts Mary in the place of the Holy
Spirit. No one can know he is saved by works. If you
ever speak to someone who believes this, you will
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know that he is not definite on the matter of the new
birth. He cannot be. And there is another thing: you
will never find a Jehovah’s Witness baptized in the
Holy Spirit. The same is true for a member of any
other cult who does not believe that the Lord Jesus
Christ is preeminent.

The all-important thing is to make Jesus Lord of
your life. Men can become lopsided by emphasizing
the truth of divine healing. Men can get into error
by preaching on water baptism all the time. But we
never go wrong in exalting the Lord Jesus Christ, in
giving Him the preeminent place and glorifying Him
as both Lord and Christ, yes, as “very God of very
God.” As we are filled with the Holy Spirit, our one
desire is to glorify Him. We need to be filled with the
Spirit to get the full revelation of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

God’s command is for us to “be filled with the
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). We are no good if we only have a
full cup. We need to have an overflowing cup all the
time. It is a tragedy not to live in the fullness of
overflowing. See that you never live below the over-
flowing tide.

UUUUSE THE SE THE SE THE SE THE GGGGIFTS IFTS IFTS IFTS PPPPROPERLYROPERLYROPERLYROPERLY

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit”
(1 Cor. 12:4). Every manifestation of the Spirit is
given “for the profit of all” (v. 7). When the Holy
Spirit is moving in an assembly of believers and His
gifts are in operation, everyone will profit.

I have seen some people who have been terribly
off track. They believe in gifts—prophecy, in par-
ticular—and they use these gifts apart from the
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power of the Holy Spirit. We must look to the Holy
Spirit to show us how to use the gifts, what they are
for, and when to use them, so that we may never use
them without the power of the Holy Spirit. I do not
know of anything that is so awful today as people
using a gift without the power. Never do it. God save
us from doing it.

While a man who is filled with the Holy Spirit
may not be conscious of having any gift of the Spirit,
the gifts can be made manifest through him. I have
gone to many places to minister, and I have found
that, under the unction, or anointing, of the Holy
Spirit, many wonderful things have happened in the
midst of the assembly when the glory of the Lord was
upon the people. Any man who is filled with God and
filled with His Spirit might at any moment have any
of the nine gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12 made mani-
fest through him, without knowing that he has a gift.

Sometimes I have wondered whether it is better
to be always full of the Holy Spirit and to see signs
and wonders and miracles without any consciousness
of possessing a gift or whether it is better to know
one has a gift. If you have received the gifts of the
Spirit and they have been blessed, you should never
under any circumstances use them without the
power of God upon you pressing the gift through.
Some have used the prophetic gift without the holy
touch, and they have come into the realm of the
natural. It has brought ruin, caused dissatisfaction,
broken hearts, and upset assemblies. Do not seek the
gifts unless you have purposed to abide in the Holy
Spirit. They should be manifested only in the power
of the Holy Spirit.
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UUUUSE THE SE THE SE THE SE THE GGGGIFTS WITH IFTS WITH IFTS WITH IFTS WITH WWWWISDOMISDOMISDOMISDOM

The Lord will allow you to be very drunk in the
Spirit in His presence, but sober among people. I like
to see people so filled with the Spirit that they are
drunk in the Spirit like the 120 disciples were on the
Day of Pentecost, but I don’t like to see people drunk
in the Spirit in the wrong place. That is what trou-
bles us: somebody being drunk in the Spirit in a
place of worship where a lot of people come in who
know nothing about the Word. If you allow yourself
to be drunk there, you send people away; they look
at you instead of seeing God. They condemn the
whole thing because you have not been sober at the
right time.

Paul wrote, “For if we are beside ourselves, it is
for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you” (2
Cor. 5:13). You can be beside yourself. You can go a
bit further than being drunk; you can dance, if you
will do it at the right time. So many things are com-
mendable when all the people are in the Spirit.
Many things are very foolish if the people around
you are not in the Spirit. We must be careful not to
have a good time in the Lord at the expense of some-
body else. When you have a good time, you must see
that the spiritual conditions in the place lend them-
selves to it and that the people are falling in line
with you. Then you will always find it a blessing.

While it is right to earnestly desire the best
gifts, you must recognize that the all-important
thing is to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit
Himself. You will never have trouble with people
who are filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, but
you will have a lot of trouble with people who have
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the gifts but no power. The Lord does not want us to
“come short” in any gift (1 Cor. 1:7). But at the same
time, He wants us to be so filled with the Holy Spirit
that it will be the Holy Spirit manifesting Himself
through the gifts. Where the glory of God alone is
desired, you can expect that every gift that is needed
will be made manifest. To glorify God is better than
to idolize gifts. We prefer the Spirit of God to any
gift; but we can see the manifestation of the Trinity
in the gifts: different gifts but the same Spirit, dif-
ferent administrations but the same Lord, diversities
of operation but the same God working all in all (1
Cor. 12:4–6). Can you conceive of what it will mean
for our triune God to be manifesting Himself in His
fullness in our assemblies?

Imagine a large locomotive boiler that is being
filled with steam. You can see the engine letting off
some of the steam as it remains stationary. It looks
as though the whole thing might burst. You can see
believers who are like that. They start to scream,
but that does not edify anyone. However, when the
locomotive moves on, it serves the purpose for which
it was built and pulls along many cars with goods in
them. It is the same way with believers when they
are operating in the gifts of the Spirit properly.

IIIINWARD NWARD NWARD NWARD PPPPOWER OWER OWER OWER MMMMANIFESTED ANIFESTED ANIFESTED ANIFESTED OOOOUTWARDLYUTWARDLYUTWARDLYUTWARDLY

It is wonderful to be filled with the power of the
Holy Spirit and for Him to serve His own purposes
through us. Through our lips, divine utterances flow,
our hearts rejoice, and our tongues are glad. It is an
inward power that is manifested in outward expres-
sion. Jesus Christ is glorified. As your faith in Him is
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quickened, from within you there “will flow rivers of
living water” (John 7:38). The Holy Spirit will pour
through you like a great river of life, and thousands
will be blessed because you are a yielded channel
through whom the Spirit may flow.




