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Introduction

A
n encounter with Smith Wigglesworth was an 

unforgettable experience. This seems to be 

the universal reaction of all who knew him or 

heard him speak. Smith Wigglesworth was a simple 

yet remarkable man who was used in an extraor-

dinary way by our extraordinary God. He had a 

contagious and inspiring faith. Under his ministry, 

thousands of people came to salvation, committed 

themselves to a deeper faith in Christ, received the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit, and were miraculously 

healed. The power that brought these kinds of results 

was the presence of the Holy Spirit, who filled Smith 

Wigglesworth and used him in bringing the good 

news of the Gospel to people all over the world. Wig-

glesworth gave glory to God for everything that was 

accomplished through his ministry, and he wanted 

people to understand his work only in this context, 

because his sole desire was that people would see 

Jesus and not himself.

 Smith Wigglesworth was born in England in 

1859. Immediately after his conversion as a boy, he 

had a concern for the salvation of others and won 

people to Christ, including his mother. Even so, as a 

young man, he could not express himself well enough 

to give a testimony in church, much less preach a 
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sermon. Wigglesworth said that his mother had the 

same difficulty in expressing herself that he did. This 

family trait, coupled with the fact that he had no 

formal education because he began working twelve 

hours a day at the age of seven to help support the 

family, contributed to Wigglesworth’s awkward speak-

ing style. He became a plumber by trade, yet he con-

tinued to devote himself to winning many people to 

Christ on an individual basis.

 In 1882, he married Polly Featherstone, a viva-

cious young woman who loved God and had a gift 

of preaching and evangelism. It was she who taught 

him to read and who became his closest confidant 

and strongest supporter. They both had compassion 

for the poor and needy in their community, and they 

opened a mission, at which Polly preached. Signifi-

cantly, people were miraculously healed when Wig-

glesworth prayed for them.

 In 1907, Wigglesworth’s circumstances changed 

dramatically when, at the age of forty-eight, he was 

baptized in the Holy Spirit. Suddenly, he had a new 

power that enabled him to preach, and even his 

wife was amazed at the transformation. This was 

the beginning of what became a worldwide evangelis-

tic and healing ministry that reached thousands. He 

eventually ministered in the United States, Austra-

lia, South Africa, and all over Europe. His ministry 

extended up to the time of his death in 1947.

 Several emphases in Smith Wigglesworth’s life 

and ministry characterize him: a genuine, deep com-

passion for the unsaved and sick; an unflinching 

belief in the Word of God; a desire that Christ should 

increase and he should decrease (John 3:30); a belief 

that he was called to exhort people to enlarge their 
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faith and trust in God; an emphasis on the baptism in 

the Holy Spirit with the manifestation of the gifts of 

the Spirit as in the early church; and a belief in com-

plete healing for everyone of all sickness.

 Smith Wigglesworth was called “The Apostle of 

Faith” because absolute trust in God was a constant 

theme of both his life and his messages. In his meet-

ings, he would quote passages from the Word of God 

and lead lively singing to help build people’s faith and 

encourage them to act on it. He emphasized belief 

in the fact that God could do the impossible. He had 

great faith in what God could do, and God did great 

things through him.

 Wigglesworth’s unorthodox methods were often 

questioned. As a person, Wigglesworth was report-

edly courteous, kind, and gentle. However, he became 

forceful when dealing with the Devil, whom he 

believed caused all sickness. Wigglesworth said the 

reason he spoke bluntly and acted forcefully with 

people was that he knew he needed to get their atten-

tion so they could focus on God. He also had such 

anger toward the Devil and sickness that he acted in 

a seemingly rough way. When he prayed for people 

to be healed, he would often hit or punch them at 

the place of their problem or illness. Yet, no one 

was hurt by this startling treatment. Instead, they 

were remarkably healed. When he was asked why he 

treated people in this manner, he said that he was 

not hitting the people but that he was hitting the 

Devil. He believed that Satan should never be treated 

gently or allowed to get away with anything. About 

twenty people were reportedly raised from the dead 

after he prayed for them. Wigglesworth himself was 

healed of appendicitis and kidney stones, after which 
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his personality softened and he was more gentle with 

those who came to him for prayer for healing. His 

abrupt manner in ministering may be attributed to 

the fact that he was very serious about his calling and 

got down to business quickly.

 Although Wigglesworth believed in complete 

healing, he encountered illnesses and deaths that 

were difficult to understand. These included the 

deaths of his wife and son, his daughter’s lifelong 

deafness, and his own battles with kidney stones and 

sciatica.

 He often seemed paradoxical: compassionate but 

forceful, gentle but blunt, a well-dressed gentleman 

whose speech was often ungrammatical or confusing. 

However, he loved God with everything he had, he 

was steadfastly committed to God and to His Word, 

and he didn’t rest until he saw God move in the lives 

of those who needed Him.

 In 1936, Smith Wigglesworth prophesied about 

what we now know as the charismatic movement. 

He accurately predicted that the established mainline 

denominations would experience revival and the gifts 

of the Spirit in a way that would surpass even the Pen-

tecostal movement. Wigglesworth did not live to see 

the renewal, but as an evangelist and prophet with 

a remarkable healing ministry, he had a tremendous 

influence on both the Pentecostal and charismatic 

movements, and his example and influence on believ-

ers is felt to this day.

 Without the power of God that was so obviously 

present in his life and ministry, we might not be 

reading transcripts of his sermons, for his spoken 

messages were often disjointed and ungrammatical. 

However, true gems of spiritual insight shine through 
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them because of the revelation he received through 

the Holy Spirit. It was his life of complete devotion 

and belief in God and his reliance on the Holy Spirit 

that brought the life-changing power of God into his 

messages.

 As you read this book, it is important to remem-

ber that Wigglesworth’s works span a period of several 

decades, from the early 1900s to the 1940s. They were 

originally presented as spoken rather than written 

messages, and necessarily retain some of the flavor 

of a church service or prayer meeting. Some of the 

messages were Bible studies that Wigglesworth led at 

various conferences. At his meetings, he would often 

speak in tongues and give the interpretation, and 

these messages have been included as well. Because 

of Wigglesworth’s unique style, the sermons and Bible 

studies in this book have been edited for clarity, 

and archaic expressions that would be unfamiliar to 

modern readers have been updated.

 In conclusion, we hope that as you read these 

words of Smith Wigglesworth, you will truly sense his 

complete trust and unwavering faith in God and take 

to heart one of his favorite sayings: “Only believe!”
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The Baptism in the 

Holy Spirit

H
ow glad I am that God has baptized me in 

the Holy Spirit. What a wonderful difference 

it has made in my life. God has not promised 

that as Christians we will always feel very wonderful, 

but He has promised that if we stand on His Word, He 

will make His Word real in our lives. First we exercise 

faith; then it becomes fact. However, there are plenty 

of feelings in the fact, I assure you. God fills us with 

His own precious joy.

 Samson is recorded in the eleventh chapter of 

Hebrews as being a man of faith. He was a man who 

was chosen by God from his mother’s womb, but the 

power of God came upon him only on certain occa-

sions. Yet we who have received the fullness of the 

Holy Spirit, the Comforter, may now have the anoint-

ing that abides forever.

 The Lord has promised that we will have life 

and have it abundantly (John 10:10). Look at the 

fifth chapter of Romans and see how many times the 
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expression “much more” is used. (See, for example, 

Romans 5:9.) Oh, that we might take this abundant 

grace of God, revel in the Word of God, and be so 

full of expectancy that we will have this “much more” 

manifested as fruit in our lives.

THE FULLNESS OF THE SPIRIT

 Some people realize that they have had the 

power of the Lord upon them and yet have failed 

to receive the fullness of the Spirit. Friend, what 

about you? God, in His love and kindness, has listed 

Samson in Hebrews 11 as an example for us. There 

came a time when, because of Samson’s sin, his eyes 

were put out. His hair had been cut off, and he had 

lost his strength. He tried to break free of his bonds, 

but the Philistines got him. However, his hair grew 

again. The Philistines wanted him to entertain for 

them, but he prayed a prayer, and God answered. 

Oh, that we might turn to God and pray this prayer, 

as Samson did: “O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray! 

Strengthen me, I pray, just this once, O God” (Judg. 

16:28). God is “plenteous in mercy” (Ps. 86:5 KJV), 

and if you will turn to Him with true repentance, He 

will forgive you. Repentance means getting back to 

God.

 When Samson took hold of the pillars upon 

which the Philistine house stood, he pulled the walls 

down (Judg. 16:29–30). God can give you strength, 

and you can get hold of the posts, and He will work 

through you. No matter what kind of a backslider 

you have been, there is power in the blood. “The 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 

sin” (1 John 1:7). Oh, if I could only tell you how 



15

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit

God so wonderfully restored me! I returned to my 

“first love” (Rev. 2:4), and He filled me with the Holy 

Spirit.

 I want to draw your attention to a few verses from 

the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles:

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they 

were all with one accord in one place. And 

suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as 

of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the 

whole house where they were sitting. Then there 

appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, 

and one sat upon each of them. And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 

them utterance. (Acts 2:1–4)

 What a wonderful, divine position God intends us 

all to have, to be filled with the Holy Spirit. It is some-

thing so remarkable, so divine; it is, as it were, a great 

open door into all the treasury of the Most High. As 

the Spirit comes like “rain upon the mown grass” 

(Ps. 72:6 KJV), He turns the barrenness into greenness 

and freshness and life. Oh, hallelujah! God wants 

you to know that there is a place you may come to, 

in which you are dispensed with and God comes to be 

your assurance and sustaining power spiritually—until 

your dryness is turned into springs, until your bar-

renness becomes floods, until your whole life becomes 

vitalized by heaven, until heaven sweeps through you 

and dwells within you and turns everything inside out, 

until you are so absolutely filled with divine possibili-

ties that you begin to live as a new creation. The Spirit 

of the living God sweeps through all weaknesses.
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 Beloved, God the Holy Spirit wants to bring us 

to a great revelation of life. He wants us to be filled 

with all the fullness of God. One of the most beautiful 

pictures we have in the Scriptures is of the Trinity. 

The Trinity was made manifest right on the banks of 

the Jordan River when Jesus was baptized. I want you 

to see how God unfolded heaven and how heaven and 

earth became the habitation of the Trinity. The voice 

of God came from the heavens as He looked at His 

well-beloved Son coming out of the waters, and there 

the Spirit was manifested in the shape of a dove. The 

dove is the only bird without gall; it is a creature so 

timid that at the least thing it moves and is afraid. No 

person can be baptized with the Holy Spirit and have 

bitterness, that is, gall.

A DOUBLE CURE

 My friend, you need a double cure. You first need 

saving and cleansing and then the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit, until the old man never rises anymore, until 

you are absolutely dead to sin and alive to God by 

His Spirit and know that old things have passed away. 

When the Holy Spirit gets possession of a person, he 

is a new man entirely—his whole being becomes satu-

rated with divine power. We become a habitation of 

Him who is all light, all revelation, all power, and all 

love. Yes, God the Holy Spirit is manifested within us 

in such a way that it is glorious.

 There was a certain rich man in London whose 

business flourished. He used to count all his many 

assets, but he was still troubled inside; he didn’t 

know what to do. Walking around his large build-

ing, he came upon a boy who was the doorkeeper and 
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found the boy whistling. Looking at him, he sized up 

the whole situation completely and went back to his 

office again and puzzled over the matter. He went 

back to his business but he could find no peace. His 

bank could not help him; his money, his success, 

could not help him. He had an aching void. He was 

helpless within. My friend, having the world without 

having God is like being a whitewashed sepulcher. 

(See Matthew 23:27.)

 When he could get no rest, he exclaimed, “I will 

go and see what the boy is doing.” Again he went and 

found him whistling. “I want you to come into my 

office,” he said. When they entered the office, the man 

said, “Tell me, what makes you so happy and cheer-

ful?” “Oh,” replied the boy, “I used to be so miserable 

until I went to a little mission and heard about Jesus. 

Then I was saved and filled with the Holy Spirit. I am 

always whistling inside; if I am not whistling, I am 

singing. I am just full!”

 This rich man obtained the address of the mis-

sion from the boy, went to the services, and sat beside 

the door. But the power of God moved so strongly 

that when the altar call was given, he responded. God 

saved him and, a few days afterward, filled him with 

the Holy Spirit. The man found himself at his desk, 

shouting, “Oh, hallelujah!”

I know the Lord, I know the Lord,

I know the Lord’s laid His hand on me.

I know the Lord, I know the Lord,

I know the Lord’s laid His hand on me.

 Oh, this blessed Son of God wants to fill us with 

such glory until our whole body is aflame with the 
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power of the Holy Spirit. I see there is “much more” 

(Rom. 5:9). Glory to God! My daughter asked some 

African boys to tell us the difference between being 

saved and being filled with the Holy Spirit. “Ah,” they 

said, “when we were saved, it was very good; but when 

we received the Holy Spirit, it was more so.” Many of 

you have never received the “more so.”

 After the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will 

have power. God will mightily move within your life; 

the power of the Holy Spirit will overshadow you, 

inwardly moving you until you know there is a divine 

plan different from anything that you have had in 

your life before.

 Has He come? He is going to come to you. I am 

expecting that God will so manifest His presence and 

power that He will show you the necessity of receiv-

ing the Holy Spirit. Also, God will heal the people 

who need healing. Everything is to be had now: sal-

vation, sanctification, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 

and healing. God is working mightily by the power 

of His Spirit, bringing to us a fullness of His perfect 

redemption until every soul may know that God has 

all power.




