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Early Life and Experience
in the Work

I was born in New Lisbon, Ohio, on July 22, 1844, the 
fourth daughter of Samuel Underwood. My parents 
were not Christians, but when I was ten years old, 

they joined the Disciples’ Church. One year later, my 
father, who was a drunkard, got struck by lightning in 
a terrible storm and died. It was an awful blow to all 
our young hearts to see our father carried cold and stiff 
into the house and our mother fainting as fast as they 
could bring her to. There were eight of us children, and 
soon my older sisters and I had to go out and work to 
provide for the family. I longed for an education, but 
this seemed impossible.

 At the age of thirteen, I attended a meeting that a 
Dr. Belding was holding. When I heard the story of the 
Cross, my heart was filled with the love of Jesus and my 
eyes were like a fountain of tears. When the invitation 
to seek God was given, I was the first one to respond. It 
seemed so far to the front, but I said,

I can’t but perish if I go,
 I am resolved to try,
For if I stay away I know
 I shall forever die.
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 The minister took a great interest in me and said 
many things to encourage me. If he could have looked 
forward and seen my lifework for the Master, he would 
have rejoiced to know how kindly he had spoken to 
the poor little orphan girl. But I did not get fully con‑
verted then. The next day, as they took me down to 
the creek to baptize me, I heard someone say, “Maybe 
she will be drowned.” It scared me a little. I thought, 
“Maybe I will.” But I said, “Lord, I will go through if I 
do.” So I asked the Lord to save me. While I was going 
down into the water, a light came over me, and I was 
converted. The people saw the change and said that I 
had fainted. Then began my new life of peace and joy 
in the Savior’s love. I also felt that I had a calling to go 
out into the highways and byways and gather in the lost 
sheep.

 The church in those days did not believe that 
women had a right to publicly preach Jesus. Had I told 
them my heart’s desire, they would have mocked me.

 Later, I married a Mr. Woodworth. I hoped that 
now the way would open for me to go out in the work 
for Jesus. But one trial and hardship after another was 
my lot. I felt happy with the few little children that 
God gave us, but soon the Angel of Death took away 
my bright, blue‑eyed, darling boy. One year had hardly 
passed before another one was taken away.

 About this time, my little daughter, Georgia, was 
converted. We loved so much to talk about the good‑
ness of God and longed for the time when we could 
meet the little ones over on the other shore. In a short 
time, she took sick and died. For weeks before she 
died, her face was all lighted up with the glory of God. 
She would say, “Oh, Mama, if you could go with me, 
I would be so happy.” I said, “Georgia, I will try.” But 
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that would not do. She said, “Oh, Mama, say you will. I 
cannot die unless you promise to meet me in heaven.” 
I said, “Georgia, by the grace of God, I will meet you 
in heaven.” She said, “Now I am ready. I know you will 
come.”

 The Sabbath before she died, she called me to her 
bedside and said, “Mama, I am going to leave you 
this week,” and she began to set her house in order. 
She gave her Testament to me. Just before she passed 
away, she said, “Oh, Mama, I see Jesus and the angels 
coming for me.” It seemed to me that I could see them 
as they went sweeping through the gates into the New 
Jerusalem. It was like death to part with my darling, 
but Jesus was precious to my soul. I could say with 
David, “They cannot come back to me, but I can go to 
them.” (See 2 Samuel 12:1–23.) Praise the Lord for the 
Christians’ hope.

 From the time of the sad occurrences just men‑
tioned, my health was very poor. I seemed to hover 
between life and death many times. Now I know that 
all this time God was preparing me for my life’s work. 
I could never dismiss from my mind the call that I 
had, and Jesus began to give me such wonderful visions. 
Heaven is a place; its inhabitants are real and not imag‑
inary. I saw Jerusalem in it and talked face to face with 
Jesus. But I was not willing to go.

 When I was alone, I missed my darling so much 
that I wept as though my heart would break. Then I 
would always pray; as I prayed, I would forget every‑
thing earthly and soar away by faith to the Golden City. 
There I would see my darlings all together shining in 
glory and looking at me and saying, “Mama, do not 
weep for us, but come this way.” I would always end by 
praising and giving glory to God for taking them to 
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such a happy place. Lizzie, our oldest child, aged six‑
teen, was all we had left of six sweet children.

 In all these trials, God was preparing me and 
opening the way for the great battle against the Enemy 
of souls; now the great desire of my heart was to work 
for Jesus. I longed to win a star for the Savior’s crown. 
But when I thought of my weakness, I shrank from the 
work.

 Sometimes when the Spirit of God was striving and 
calling so plainly, I would yield and say, “Yes, Lord; I 
will go.” The glory of God came upon me like a cloud, 
and I seemed to be carried away hundreds of miles and 
set down in a field of wheat where the sheaves were fall‑
ing all around me. I was filled with zeal and power, 
and I felt as if I could stand before the whole world 
and plead with dying sinners. It seemed to me that I 
must leave all and go at once. Then Satan would “come 
in like a flood” (Isa. 59:19) and say, “You would look 
nice preaching, being a laughingstock for the people 
to make sport of. You know you could not do it.” I 
would think of my weakness and say, “No, of course I 
cannot do it.” Then I would be in darkness and despair. 
I wanted to run away from God, or I wished I could 
die. But when I began to look at the matter in this way, 
that God knew all about me and was willing and able to 
qualify me for the work, I asked Him to qualify me.

 I want the reader to understand that at this time, I 
had a good spiritual experience, a pure heart that was 
full of the love of God, but I was not qualified for God’s 
work. I knew that I was but a worm. God would have to 
take a worm to hammer out a mountain. Then I asked 
God to give me the power He gave the Galilean fish‑
ermen—to baptize me for service. I came like a child 
asking for bread. I looked for it. God did not disappoint 
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me. The power of the Holy Spirit came down as a cloud. 
It was brighter than the sun. I was covered and wrapped 
up in it. My body was as light as the air. It seemed that 
heaven came down. I was baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire and power, which have never left me. Oh, 
praise the Lord. There was liquid fire, and the angels 
were all around in the fire and glory. It is through the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by this power that I have stood 
before hundreds of thousands of men and women and 
proclaimed the unsearchable riches of Christ.

 The time finally came when I felt I had to promise 
God or die. I promised God that if He would restore 
my health and show me the work, I would do it. I got 
better immediately. Soon we moved to another settle‑
ment, and they took me to church. God seemed to say 
to me, “I brought you here; go to work.” I was very 
timid. When I rose to testify, I trembled like a leaf; I 
began to make excuses, saying, “O God, send someone 
else.”

 Then the Lord caused me to see the bottomless 
pit, open in all its horror and woe. There was weep‑
ing, wailing, and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 8:12; 13:42). 
It was surrounded by people who seemed unconscious 
of their danger and who, without a moment’s warning, 
would tumble into that awful place. I was above them 
on a narrow plank walk that wound up toward heaven, 
exhorting and pleading with the people to escape that 
awful place. This vision left a great impression on my 
mind. In meetings, when I felt I should talk or pray, I 
would resist as long as I could; then this awful vision 
would rise before me, and I would see souls sink into 
eternal woe. Again I would hear the voice of Jesus whis‑
per, “I am with you; do not be afraid.” In a moment, I 
would be on my feet or knees. I would have been glad to 
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preach if I had been a man and not had so much oppo‑
sition from my husband and friends. 

 Several ministers whom I had never seen before 
told me that God was calling me to the ministry and that 
I would have to go. Then I thought of going through a 
course of studies, but I could not get my mind on any 
study. Everything seemed empty and vacant.

 In a vision one night, Jesus asked me what I was 
doing on the earth. I said, “I am going to work in Your 
vineyard.” He asked, “When?” I answered, “When I get 
prepared.” Jesus said, “Souls are perishing. Go now and 
tell the people what I have done for you, and I will be 
with you.” I told Him I did not understand the Bible 
well enough. Then a large open Bible appeared upon 
the wall, and the verses stood out in raised letters. The 
glory of God shone around the book. I looked, and I 
could understand it all. Then Jesus said again, “Go, and 
I will be with you.” I cried, “Lord, where shall I go?” 
Jesus said, “Go here, go there, wherever souls are per‑
ishing.”

 The first meeting that I undertook to hold was in 
a little town among my husband’s people, where we had 
lived before. I said, “In the name of the Lord, I will try 
and leave the results with God.” As I rose to speak, this 
text came to me: “Set thine house in order: for thou shalt 
die, and not live” (Isa. 38:1). The timid spirit left me, and 
the words came faster than I could give them utterance. 
People got converted all through the neighborhood.

 Soon after this, God led me to a place called the 
Devil’s Den. It was distinguished for infidelity and skep‑
ticism. There was an old free church there, in which 
no one was ever known to be converted. Some of the 
best ministers had tried to hold meetings there but had 
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left the place in disgust. When I arrived, a large crowd 
came to see me out of curiosity and expected me to 
back out. They said, “No one will come.” I told them, 
“If they do not come, I will be alone and pray to God to 
pour out His Spirit on the people.” I also scheduled day 
meetings.

 God came to my rescue. The fire fell. The news 
spread like fire, and Christians, singers, and ministers 
came in from miles around. There were hundreds who 
could not get in the church. An old man and his wife 
and nine children got converted. Some of the hardest 
sinners in the whole country got converted. I organized 
a Sunday school of one hundred and fifty students and 
appointed a man as superintendent who had been a 
noted drunkard. From this time forth, “Macedonian 
calls” (see Acts 16:9) came in constantly, and people 
would fall like dead men when the power fell. They 
would lie there for days at a time and have visions and 
come out brightly converted.

 Since the early part of my ministry, which has now 
been going on for over forty years, some came out of 
the experience speaking in other tongues. I never felt 
led to speak much about this experience, but I knew it 
was of God and that it was according to the Bible. God 
also gave me the ministry of healing. He showed me 
that I was to lay hands on the sick and pray for their 
recovery. The first person that I laid my hands on pub‑
licly and prayed for was instantly healed of an incur‑
able disease and turned out to be a wonderful Christian 
worker in the meeting. This gave me hope and courage. 
In my ministry I have prayed for hundreds and thou‑
sands of people. Almost innumerable people from all 
walks of life have been healed of all manner of diseases 
that mankind is susceptible to. Healing for the body, 
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like salvation for the soul, is in the Atonement and 
belongs to the Gospel. They should never be separated. 
I have traveled the continent many times and preached 
to thousands of people in all the large cities of this 
country. While always weak in the natural, I followed 
where the Spirit led and trusted Him for the anointing 
whenever needed. He has never left me. He bears me 
up under the anointing and makes me as bold as a lion 
in bearing witness for my Master. Amen.

 For a more complete record of my life, please refer 
to my book Signs and Wonders. * 

Oh, the wonders of creation,
 And the work of nature’s God,
Call forth songs of admiration
 As we travel life’s rough road.

* See Maria Woodworth‑Etter, Signs and Wonders (New 
Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1997).



15

Chapter 1

The Spirit Reveals the Deep 
Things of God

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath 

prepared for them that love him. But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

—1 Corinthians 2:9–10

This passage is not understood by anyone unless 
he has the Holy Spirit. Many people today 
apply this to eternity, to the other world; they 

think that we never know these things until we get into 
the other world. I am glad that the Scripture explains 
itself. “Eye hath not seen”—in the natural state. God has, 
in the present, revealed things to us by His Spirit, by 
His Spirit in this world. “The Spirit searcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God.”

 I desire to especially call your attention to 1 
Corinthians 2:14: “The natural man receiveth not the things 
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of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

 The natural man cannot understand this wonder‑
ful Scripture. There are two classes of men: the spiri‑
tual man and the natural man. The natural man is 
“poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity” (Acts 8:23 
nkjv); the spiritual man is “born of God” (1 John 3:9) 
and walks in the Spirit; he gets out into the deep. The 
natural man can never discern spiritual things; he can 
never hear and understand the work of the Lord. These 
things pass all human understanding. The wisdom of 
this world, intellect, and science can never understand 
the spiritual things of God.

 There are two kinds of wisdom. “The wisdom of 
this world is foolishness with God” (1 Cor. 3:19). The 
natural man cannot comprehend the wisdom from 
above (James 3:17). It never enters his imagination to 
think of the things God has prepared for those who 
love Him. He has prepared them already, and He has 
revealed them to us by His Spirit. His Spirit lets us 
down into the deep things, even the “deep things of 
God.” This is what we preach, what we practice, and 
what we stand on. The work of the Spirit is foolishness 
to the natural man; but he who has the Spirit can dis‑
cern spiritual things.

Various Kinds of Spirits

 There are many kinds of power and many spirits 
going out in the world today. We are told to “try the spir-
its” (1 John 4:1); they are many. Everything is revealed 
by God through the blessed Holy Spirit. There is only 
one Spirit that we want anything to do with: not our 
own spirits, or any other spirit, but the Spirit of the 
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living God. “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).

 The Spirit will lead us into all truth, all the way. He 
will lead us where we can get the truth. The child of God 
will be led into the baptism of the Holy Spirit and of 
fire (Matt. 3:11), the Pentecostal baptism. Then we can 
go from one deep thing to another. The Holy Spirit is 
sent to us by Jesus Christ, and all gifts come through the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus said of the Spirit, “‘He shall not speak 
of himself,’ but of Me. He will speak to you and ‘show you 
things to come’ (John 16:13).” We believe it. Glory to God!

 This is the Holy Spirit who came at Pentecost and 
turned Jerusalem upside down. Jesus said that when the 
Holy Spirit came, He would abide with us forever (John 
14:16), even unto the end. The work of the Spirit is fool‑
ishness to the natural man; he cannot comprehend it.

 Unless you will hear the voice of God, the voice of 
the natural man will make you attribute what you see 
to excitement or to some other power. When the Holy 
Spirit is poured out, two kinds of people are revealed: 
one is convinced and convicted, and accepts it; the 
other says, “If I accept this, I will have to lead a dif‑
ferent life and be a laughingstock for the world.” They 
are not willing to pay the price, so they begin to draw 
back. At first they are amazed at the strange works of 
God. Then, when they won’t accept them, they begin 
to despise them. Everyone who continues to despise the 
works of the Holy Spirit will perish.

Counterfeit Power

 There are many powers in the world that are not 
of God but are counterfeit. However, where there is a 
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counterfeit, there is always the genuine. No one ever 
tries to counterfeit anything that is not genuine; that is 
a sure evidence that it is genuine.

 The Devil shows his power in a good many ways 
in order to deceive people. He tries to substitute some 
other power for the power of God. It was so in the time 
of Moses and the time of the prophets. God’s power was 
especially in the world at certain times, and then magi‑
cians would come up with their power and show some‑
thing that seemed similar. One was of God; the other 
was of the Devil.

 Moses went to Egypt to lead the people out. He 
threw down his rod before Pharaoh and it became a live 
serpent. The magicians said they had the same power, 
so they threw some rods down and they became ser‑
pents. One was of God, and the other was of the Devil.

 Moses did not get scared and run away. He knew 
God, and he wouldn’t have run if all the serpents in 
Egypt had come before him. He stood his ground, and 
I admire him for it; I do not like a coward. What was the 
result? Moses’ serpent swallowed the others up, head 
and tail! There was nothing left of them. Those who 
are trying to overthrow the power of God and substitute 
something else will have a Day of Judgment. The time 
is coming when the almighty power of God will swallow 
them up in the “day of his wrath” (Rev. 6:17).

The Coming of the Spirit

 The Lamb of God left the realm of glory and came 
down here to be footsore, dusty, weary, and spit upon. 
He said, “I come to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10:9). If He 
had not borne all these things, if He had not gone all 
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the way to the cross, the Holy Spirit never could have 
come. If Jesus had been left in the tomb, the Holy Spirit 
never could have come. As soon as He arose from the 
dead and ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit could 
come.

 God gave His Son the highest place, before all the 
hosts of heaven. Then He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell 
in these bodies of ours, His temple (1 Cor. 3:16). The 
Spirit was to be given after Jesus was glorified. The 
Holy Spirit is a great power. In the Bible, He is com‑
pared to wind, water, and fire.

 At Pentecost, He came like a cyclone, a “rushing 
mighty wind” (Acts 2:2). He comes like “rivers of living 
water” (John 7:38). He comes like fire; tongues of fire 
sat upon each of the disciples at Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4). 
Wind, water, and fire—the most destructive elements 
we have, yet the most useful.

 God uses these images to denote the mighty power 
of the Holy Spirit. We see many demonstrations of His 
mighty power, and “we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20) of His glory and His 
majesty. When we know these things, we are witnesses 
to His power, His majesty, and His glory. Glory to God!

 He is a mighty power, and He lives in these bodies 
of ours. He lets down upon us here an “eternal weight of 
glory” (2 Cor. 4:17), and when we are filled with glory, 
we have to release it in some way, or we would explode. 
What are we? We are only worms of the dust. We cannot 
bear the glory of God; one breath from Him lays us 
prostrate. In the Bible, we read how men fell when they 
had a glimpse of God’s glory.

 Paul tells us that there are those who have a form 
of godliness but who deny the power thereof; from such 
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we are to turn away (2 Tim. 3:5). “In the last days peril-
ous times shall come” (v. 1), and those who have reprobate 
minds will oppose God’s children to their faces, even as 
the magicians opposed Moses.

 In the last days, some people will be living very 
near to God, but the Devil will have his workers, too, 
who will attribute signs and wonders to any power 
except the power of Christ. The Lamb of God, the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah, has never lost His power and 
never will lose His power. I would hate to say by my 
actions that I thought the Devil had more power than 
God.

God’s Power Is Unlike Any Other

 There is a wonderful difference between the power 
of God and any of those other powers. The Holy Spirit 
only comes in Christ. He only comes into the bodies of 
those who love God. When He takes possession of us, 
He takes us away into the sweetest experience this side 
of heaven; we are alone with God. He talks to us and 
reveals to us “things to come” (John 16:13).

 It is wonderful! God puts us under the power, and 
God takes us out. No man can bestow this power upon 
another; it comes only through Jesus Christ. There are 
two kinds of power, and people who do not know the 
difference will stand up today and say that wisdom is 
foolishness.

 Many people today have an intellectual faith, a his‑
torical faith; they believe. Well, “the devils also believe, and 
tremble” (James 2:19). Belief is one thing; faith is another. 
“The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 3:6). If the 
truth is hidden, it is hidden to those who are lost.
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Spiritual Manifestations

 We may have intellectual imaginations and go 
through courses of study, learning the doctrines of 
men. Yet no one but the Holy Spirit can give us a real, 
abiding, tangible, definite knowledge of the “things of 
God.” They seem foolish to the natural man. Sometimes 
the Holy Spirit gives a spirit of laughter, and sometimes 
of weeping, and everyone in the place will be affected 
by the Spirit.

 I have stood before thousands of people and been 
unable to speak; I could only weep. When I was able to 
see, people were weeping everywhere; that is one way 
the Holy Spirit works. I have stood for an hour with my 
hand raised, held by the mighty power of God. When 
I came to myself and saw the people, their faces were 
shining.

 “God moves in mysterious ways, His wonders to 
perform.” He is the God I worship. Jesus says, “Here 
am I, and the children You have given me.” (See John 
17:9–11, 24.) We believe in signs and wonders, not from 
beneath but from above. We are a people to be won‑
dered at; we are to be a sign among the people.

 The heaven of heavens cannot contain God, yet 
He tabernacles with men. He comes and dwells in us. 
His gifts are demonstrated through us, so that people 
may know that God dwells in Zion (Ps. 9:11). We have 
a bodyguard of angels. The angels of the Lord encamp 
around those who love God (Ps. 34:7). “Our citizenship 
is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20 nkjv), and we are on the way 
there.

 The Holy Spirit works in many ways. People saw the 
fire on the disciples’ heads at Pentecost. They staggered 
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like drunken men; then the Holy Spirit took possession 
of their tongues. God Almighty spoke through one 
hundred and twenty of His children, and they told of 
His wonderful works. They did not know what they were 
saying, but every man in that multitude in Jerusalem 
heard them speak in his own native tongue. (See Acts 
2:1–13.)

 I am glad God does the same thing today. People 
who are not saved hate the power of God. The cold, 
dead formalists cannot understand the power of God; 
it is foolishness to them. They think people are excited, 
hypnotized, or have lost their minds.

 May God have mercy upon us if we do not know 
God’s power from hypnotic power or the Devil’s power! 
If any man speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will never 
be forgiven him; to attribute the work of the Holy 
Spirit to the Devil or to any unclean spirit cannot be 
forgiven; that is the unpardonable sin. (See Matthew 
12:31–32.)

 Some people are calling the work of the Holy Spirit 
the work of the Devil, and they had better beware. 
There are different kinds of spirits and different kinds 
of power, and the “natural man” (1 Cor. 2:14) cannot 
understand the work of the Holy Spirit: shining faces, 
singing, shouting “as one, to make one sound” (2 Chron. 
5:13), sometimes staggering and falling, “drunken, but 
not with wine” (Isa. 29:9), sometimes speaking “with 
other tongues” (Acts 2:4).

Spiritual Manifestation in Angelic Singing

 Praise God, some of the redeemed are getting 
so filled with the Holy Spirit that He is singing songs 
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through them that none but the redeemed can sing. 
(See Revelation 14:3.) “There are diversities of gifts, but 
the same Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:4). Paul told us that the Spirit 
will work in you in one way and in someone else in 
another way. You know it is the same Spirit who is 
working, and you do not get jealous when the other 
person is blessed. No matter how the Spirit works, 
every member of the body benefits. (See 1 Corinthians 
12:1–7.)

 People look on these things—they see us lift up 
holy hands to God, for example—and they don’t like it. 
They are so dead that they cannot get their hands up. 
Paul said, “I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands” (1 Tim. 2:8). The psalmist said, “O clap 
your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of 
triumph” (Ps. 47:1).

 People go to the theater and clap their hands, but 
when we get our grave clothes off and begin to clap our 
hands, they think it is an awful thing. David danced 
with all his might before the ark of the Lord (2 Sam. 
6:14), and sometimes the Spirit of God gets into our feet 
and makes them like “hinds’ feet” (2 Sam. 22:34).

 David said, “By my God have I leaped over a wall” (2 
Sam. 22:30). How much more will He enable us in these 
last days, when we are getting ready for a flight in the 
air! We must get a good supply of this power. The same 
power that took Jesus up to heaven will take us up one 
day.

 We want more of it, don’t we? More of this mighty 
power. No matter what people say—that it is foolish‑
ness, hypnotism, and every other thing—that doesn’t 
make it so. The Spirit will take us out into the deep 
things, even the “deep things of God.”
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Old Testament Types Revealed 
in the New

 Many things recorded in the Old Testament are 
types of the work of the Spirit in the New Testament. 
Many of the movements of God through His children 
seemed to be foolishness; the messages He gave His 
prophets to carry seemed very foolish, humanly speak‑
ing.

 He gave Noah the plans for the ark. There was to 
be only one window and only one door. Noah built it 
according to God’s plan. He did not heed the jeers of 
the people, who thought he was losing his mind. He was 
a laughingstock to everybody; but he went on building, 
and he proved the wisdom of God in the end.

 He built the ark, and God provided the water, 
more water than they wanted, too much water for them. 
What happened? God took those who believed Him 
into the ark and shut the door. The water rose, and the 
ark went above the treetops—as we are going someday. 
God is building the ark now, and the works of the Holy 
Spirit are foolishness to the people who are fighting 
them.

 The ark sailed away, and the world went down, all 
except Noah and his family. Not many are going into the 
ark God is building. People are crying, “Foolishness!” 

Obedience to God

 One time there was a great battle in the land of 
Israel. The enemy had gathered like consuming grass‑
hoppers. God knew there were a lot of cowards among 
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His people, and He tested them until only three hun‑
dred were left to meet the enemy. God can work by the 
few as well as the many. He told Gideon what to do; 
Gideon divided the men into three companies and “put 
a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and 
lamps within the pitchers” (Judg. 7:16). He said, “When I 
give the signal, blow the trumpet and say, ‘The sword of 
the Lord, and of Gideon’ (v. 18).”

 God always has a leader. As they obeyed their leader, 
something happened. At the signal, they blew the trum‑
pets and broke the pitchers, revealing the lamps. They 
shouted, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.”

 At the shout and the light, the enemy was fright‑
ened to death and started to run, but God sent confu‑
sion among them. That little band of three hundred 
“fanatics” put the whole host of the enemy to flight. 
What they did seemed foolish, did it not? But what was 
the outcome? The whole army of the enemy was con‑
quered.

 God used a vision—He does sometimes. He told 
Gideon to go down to the enemy’s camp, where Gideon 
heard a man tell his friend a vision or dream he had 
had: “A loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; 
it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, 
and the tent collapsed” (Judg. 7:13 nkjv).

 His friend interpreted it: “This is nothing else but the 
sword of Gideon!…Into his hand God has delivered Midian 
and the whole camp” (v. 14 nkjv). So Gideon believed and 
took courage. (See Judges 6:1–7:23.)

 Children of God, those of you who think you are 
something are really nothing. When you realize you are 
nothing, God fights for you. How foolish the method of 
fighting the Midianites seemed! Israel might have said, 
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“If we break the pitchers, the lamps will show the enemy 
where we are, and they will shoot us.” When God says, 
“Go forward,” obey Him; He takes care of His own.

 Truly, God moves in mysterious ways. Remember 
the fall of Jericho? The city had great walls around it, 
and all the people of Jericho were shut inside to protect 
themselves from the Israelites. God told Joshua that he 
and his men of war should march around the city once 
a day for six days, with seven priests bearing before 
the ark of the covenant seven trumpets of rams’ horns. 
On the seventh day, they were to march around the 
city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 
When they made a long blast on the trumpets, the 
people were to shout, and the walls would fall down. 
(See Joshua 6:1–20.)

 It took faith to do all that marching without any 
sign of victory and to shout. Why, anyone can shout 
after the walls fall. Humanly speaking, don’t you see 
how foolish this all was? They had made no prepara‑
tions for war, only marching and blowing rams’ horns. 
But that was God’s way, and they were silly enough to 
obey God! What was the result? The walls went down.

 We could go all through the Word of God in this 
way. There are so many things that seem so silly, things 
people would laugh at, but it was God’s way, and His 
servants were willing to obey Him. The result showed 
God’s wonderful wisdom and brought victory through a 
visible display of His power.

Spiritual Revelation

 When these visible signs came, they put a fear of 
God upon the people; it is the same way with the works 
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of the Holy Spirit. The ways of God and the works of the 
Spirit are foolishness to the “natural man” (1 Cor. 2:14), 
but what is the outcome?

 Paul said, “If any man among you seemeth to be wise 
in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise” (1 
Cor. 3:18). Later, he said, “I will [now] come to visions 
and revelations of the Lord” (2 Cor. 12:1). He said that he 
had been carried away to the “third heaven”—whether in 
the body or out of the body, he could not tell (v. 2). He 
could not tell whether his whole body went or not; he 
was so light that he could not tell whether he had left 
his body here or not, but he said, “God knoweth” (v. 2). 
There he heard unutterable things (v. 4).

 At another time, Paul was praying in the temple 
and fell under the power of God; he fell into a trance 
(Acts 22:17–18). He appeared to be unconscious to the 
world, but he was never so wide awake to God in his 
life.

 It is during these times that the Spirit of God lets 
us down into the deep things, even the “deep things of 
God.” Peter fell into a trance on the housetop, and God 
spoke to him three times (Acts 10:9–16). Paul and Silas 
started out to visit converts. Then Paul had a vision; 
he saw a man of Macedonia holding out his hands and 
saying, “Come over and help us.” He knew it was the 
call of God, so they changed their course and went 
there; this was altogether different from their original 
plans.

 When they began to preach and were arrested, 
they might have thought they had been mistaken; but 
Paul knew God, and he never doubted it was God’s 
voice that had called him. They might have said, “If we 
had not come here, we would have had many people 
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to preach to. Now we have come to this strange place 
and been put in prison, with our feet fastened in the 
stocks.” The Devil put them in there; but God per‑
mitted it, and God delivered them. (See Acts 16:9–10, 
16–34.)

 There are many wonderful things all around us in 
these last days, things the natural man cannot under‑
stand, demonstrations of God’s power. There are other 
powers, too, and many do not know the difference. 
God’s power is the greatest, and it is the only power that 
will bring peace to your soul.

 God wants you to be pure and holy, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, but the Devil is right here, too. If you do 
not know the difference, you will be listening to Satan. 
He comes sometimes as an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). 
One word by the Devil in the Garden of Eden upset the 
world—the little word “not” (Gen. 3:4).

 When God talks to you, the message agrees with 
the written Word. The Holy Spirit never says anything 
that doesn’t correspond with the Word. A message that 
comes from heaven must correspond with the Word; if 
it is otherwise, do not accept it.

 The things of the Spirit that seem foolishness to 
the world antagonize the Devil, and he sometimes does 
things that look very similar; but to the one who under‑
stands, there is a wonderful difference.

 I have been carried away in the Spirit many, many 
times. Once I was under the power of God for seven 
hours. I was examined by medical doctors and found 
to be in a normal condition. Many doctors I know of 
have been honest enough to say that the power was 
not hypnotic, even though they could not understand 
it.
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Celebrated Hypnotist Baffled

 One of the greatest hypnotists in the world came 
to our meeting in St. Louis. He had been there two or 
three days before I knew anything about it. He was sur‑
prised to see a man lying there whom hundreds of hyp‑
notists had tried to get under their power; he himself 
had tried it.

 He went to him and tried to bring him out of it, 
but he could not. After a while, the hypnotist came 
to me to have an interview. He said he was going to 
call his friends together and tell them he had found 
something he could not understand. He could not put 
anyone under that power or bring anyone out. He said, 
“If there is a God, I believe this is His power.” 

 When the doctors examined me as I was lying under 
the power, they said that my pulse was regular, my blood 
was flowing naturally, and my heart was in a natural con‑
dition. I am told that when a person is hypnotized, the 
blood does not flow naturally. The person is unconscious 
and simply does what he is told. Someone has to put him 
in that state and bring him out again.

 God does lay His people down under His power, 
and then He talks to them. I have known people to be a 
whole week under the power of God. May He seal these 
truths to our hearts!

 I know nothing about hypnotic power, and I have 
never seen a person hypnotized. But I do know some‑
thing of the power of God, the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is God Himself who sends this power; we can press 
the button, but God sends the power.

 Talk about excitement! This power is the best thing 
in the world to settle the nerves. These people go down 
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praising God; they continue while they are there, and 
when they are up, they are still giving God praise.

 “Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord” (Ps. 
150:6). People ask why we tell them to praise the Lord. 
If you do not feel it at first, praise as a “sacrifice” (Heb. 
13:15), and after a while the praise will come by itself 
from a soul filled with joy. Hallelujah!

 If you will search your Bible, you will find that 
the things I have told you are true. My words do not 
amount to anything unless they are backed up by God’s 
Word. The Lord gave me this message, and I have given 
it to you.

 When the power of the Spirit has been so maligned, 
it is time for you to take a stand for the truth. When a 
ship is in danger, the sailors come to the front, if they 
are not cowards. Let us not run away but come to the 
front.

 I stand here in defense of the Gospel. If we are 
faithful, all things must work together for God’s glory 
(Rom. 8:28). Praise His name.




