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Ch apter 1

Wh at  Is  Control?

C
ontrol seems to be a problem in every time of transition 
from an old wave of God’s glory to a new wave—such as 
we are experiencing today. The power of control affects 

every circle of Christianity. The abuse of control holds people 
in	unnecessary	bondage	and	hinders	them	from	fulfilling	the	
purpose of God in their lives.

Some people exert a natural control over others. Individuals 
can exercise self-control from within. But a demonic control 
can also be exercised by one person over another.

While this book will deal with the abuse of control, we will 
also examine the positive side of control, which is called com-
mitment. This God-given authority is placed on an individual 
who	is	committed	to	fulfill	the	plan	of	God	in	the	earth	and	who	
looks to the Lord, not to people, personal security, or promotion.

Each of us needs to exercise self-control in order to keep 
ourselves free from sin. We exercise this control by applying 
the Word of God to our lives. The Word is the balance, and we 
must all use discipline in our daily experiences. But people who 
exercise abusive control seek to become the deciding factors in 
the lives of others. Such individuals replace the Word of God 
as the balance in the lives of those whom they dominate, and 
they react negatively if they are not the controlling factor in all 
decisions made.

We must realize that what happens in the spiritual realm 
is	reflected	 in	 the	natural	realm.	A	great	struggle	goes	on	 in	
the world today for control of people’s minds. This struggle is 
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between the forces of light (Christianity) and the forces of the 
darkness (satanic powers).

Although Communism has deterio-
rated, the people of the world suffered enor-
mously as a result of the ungodly natural 
control exercised by Communist control. 
Such totalitarian governments dominate 
people through fear, ignorance, and pov-
erty, restricting their knowledge of the out-
side world and limiting their freedom of 
expression and religion. 

At the time of this writing, I have traveled to some forty 
nations of the world, including some that have been under, and 
some	that	are	still	influenced	by,	Communist	rule.	So	I	am	writing	
from	firsthand	knowledge	of	the	conditions	that	exist,	not	only	in	
the church world, but also in society in general. In Communist 
states, I have lain in the back of a truck while live bullets rushed 
over my head. In these nations some people were killed because 
of their desire for political, economic, and religious freedom. I 
have seen the bread lines, and I have heard Christians in the 
underground churches voice the anguish of their lives.

However, people living in free societies are not immune to 
abusive control. This control may come from well-meaning par-
ents, spouses, friends, creditors, spiritual leaders, even chil-
dren. The purpose of this book is to help Christians recognize 
the core of the problem of abusive control and to understand 
its negative actions and reactions so they can be set free them-
selves and effectively minister to those who are still in bondage.

It is also important to recognize and understand the posi-
tive side of control. When we do, we can accurately discern 
the difference between abusive and positive control, submit to 
proper authority, and grow into full maturity in the body of 
Christ.

A great struggle 
goes on in the 

world today for 
control of people’s 

minds.


