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Introduction

easoned believers, new Christians, and those
who are seeking God or exploring Christianity

all have questions about the Bible and how to live the
Christian life. In this book, renowned evangelist and
Bible expert R. A. Torrey delves into some of the
most perplexing questions people ask, such as “Why
does God allow evil?”; “Is there an afterlife?”; “How
can I get to heaven?”; “Why aren’t all our prayers an-
swered?”; “Who or what is the Antichrist?”; and “Are
all religions the same?” He also provides practical
advice for living the Christian life, addressing such
issues as how to return to God if you’ve fallen away
from Him, how to receive the Holy Spirit, how to
have daily victory over sin, and how to study the Bi-
ble effectively.

This book is fascinating to read from cover to
cover; it is also an extremely useful reference book to
have on hand to answer questions that will come up as
you grow in your faith and face new life situations.

Some topics are addressed in several different
sections. In these instances, you will be referred to
corresponding sections in the book. You may also find
that some of the same material is covered in more
than one question. This has been done to make each
individual answer as complete as possible. In addition,
Torrey includes biblical texts in many of his responses
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to give you a scriptural basis for his answers and to
enable you to do further study on your own of these
important topics. Additional Scriptures have been in-
cluded for further clarification.

Reuben Archer Torrey is respected as one of the
greatest evangelists of modern times. Torrey was a
Congregational minister who joined Dwight L. Moody
in his evangelistic work in Chicago. Under Torrey’s
direction, Moody Institute became a pattern for Bible
institutes around the world. At the turn of the twenti-
eth century, Torrey began his evangelistic tours and
campaigns, conducting a worldwide revival campaign
from 1903–05. He and his team ministered in many
parts of the world and reportedly brought nearly one
hundred thousand people to Jesus Christ. Torrey con-
tinued worldwide crusades for the next fifteen years,
reaching as far as Japan and China. During these
years, he also served as Dean of the Bible Institute of
Los Angeles and was pastor of the Church of the Open
Door in that city.

Torrey’s straightforward style of evangelism has
led many people to Christ and has shown thousands of
Christians how to present the Gospel clearly and ef-
fectively. In this book, you will discover how to ad-
dress many important issues and challenges in your
Christian faith so that you may draw closer to Christ,
live a victorious Christian life, and be a credible wit-
ness to the Gospel.
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The Afterlife

Q: What becomes of our spirits when we die? Upon
death, does one’s soul pass directly to heaven or
hell, or is there an intermediate state?

A: Immediately at death, the spirit of the believer
departs to be with Christ in a state that is far
better than the one in which it existed here on
earth (Philippians 1:23). It is “absent from the
body and…at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians
5:8 NAS). But this is not the final state of blessed-
ness of the redeemed. In our final state of bless-
edness, the spirit is not merely unclothed from its
present mortal body but is clothed with its resur-
rection body. (See verses 1–4.) We will obtain
this resurrection body at the second coming of
Christ, when the bodies of those who sleep in
Christ are raised from the dead and the bodies of
believers then living are transformed in the twin-
kling of an eye—when our perishable bodies be-
come imperishable. (See 1 Thessalonians 4:15–17;
1 Corinthians 15:51–53.)
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On the other hand, immediately at death, the
spirits of the wicked depart into that portion of
hades reserved for the wicked dead, where they
consciously exist in great torment. (See Luke
16:19–31.) But this is not their final condition of
torment. At the close of the Millennium—the
thousand-year reign of Christ on earth after His
second coming—those who have died in sin will
be raised again to stand before the Great White
Throne of God, to be judged and assigned to their
final condition of torment. (See Revelation
20:11–15; 21:8.) It is then that they will enter into
their final and fullest suffering. Just as the re-
deemed spirits will be clothed at the coming of
Christ with their glorious resurrection bodies,
which will be perfect counterparts of the re-
deemed spirits that inhabit them and partakers
with them in all their joy, the wicked are to be
clothed with bodies that will be perfect coun-
terparts of the lost spirits that inhabit them and
will be partakers with them in all their misery.

�

Alcohol

Q: Should a Christian drink alcohol, or should he ab-
stain from it?

A: One of the most common and destructive sins of
our time is that of excessive drinking. I urge upon
Christians total abstinence for their own sake and
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for the sake of others. I make it a point that if a
person can do just as well without intoxicating
beverages, then he ought to do without them for
the sake of his brother (see 1 Corinthians 8:4–13).
However, if he cannot do just as well without
them, then he ought to do without them for his
own sake.

Q: What should a person do whose spouse continu-
ally drinks?

A: If your spouse continually drinks, you should first
go to God in prayer. God will reveal to you if
there is anything in you that causes your spouse
to drink. If you are angry and totally disagreeable
in the home, while in a prayer meeting seem to-
tally sweet and angelic, you should first get thor-
oughly right with God and then filled with the
Holy Spirit. In this way, you may show, through
the Spirit-filled life, the beauty of holiness. Your
spouse will be attracted and won by this. Then
pray and watch for an opportunity to speak to
your spouse—to move heaven and earth and
never quit until your spouse is converted.

�

Annihilation of the Wicked

Q: What is meant by the theory of the annihilation
of the wicked?


