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PREFACE

The truths in this little book have revolutionized
my life and ministry. They are from Him. After years
of teaching and preaching this message, I feel more
strongly than ever that if we would only put Him
and our ministry to Him first, we would see the
church of Jesus Christ arise with a new glory, ablaze
with His fire and consumed with a holy passion to do
His will.

We have worshipped today’s idols too long. We
have exalted our traditions above His Gospel and the
institution above her Lord. We need to repent. We
have let everything else arise in the church, and now
it is time to “Let God arise, let his enemies be scat-
tered” (Psalm 68:1) as we turn wholeheartedly to
Him to minister to Him and do His will.

This little book by no means covers the details
on the subject of ministering to the Lord. It is writ-
ten merely to present what Jesus has made so real to
me. It is also written because He told me to write it. I
hope that it will change your life as it has changed
mine.

God bless you.

Roxanne Brant
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ONE

WHAT IS MINISTERING TOWHAT IS MINISTERING TOWHAT IS MINISTERING TOWHAT IS MINISTERING TO
THE LORD?THE LORD?THE LORD?THE LORD?

ne of the main reasons for the “power fail-
ure” today in the Christian church is that
Christians have failed to minister to the

Lord. Biblically, the evidence is that our ministry to
the Lord must come before our ministry to men if we
are to be effective. Even after being filled with the
Holy Spirit, if our priorities regarding these two
types of ministry are reversed, we will be helpless
and impotent before the heathen world.

We need to once again dig down into the springs
of God’s life and bury ourselves in Him, the Source.
We need to be caught up in the wonder of the person
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to know Him intimately
and deeply. We will then find that our ministry
Godward will urge us manward with a new freshness
and power. Then we will not only talk of God’s power
but also will see it demonstrated.

Never has God so burned a truth into my being
and so branded it upon my soul as the truth that our
first ministry is to Him and not to men.

O
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The revolution in my life began one day when
the Holy Spirit gently began whispering to me,
“Minister to the Lord. Minister to the Lord.” For
several days, this phrase kept coming through my
mind. So I began to search the Scriptures.

I found that to serve the Lord, or to minister to
the Lord, could be translated from some of the same
Hebrew and Greek words (sharath, Hebrew; dia-
koneo, Greek).

There are many ways in which believers minis-
ter to, or serve, the Lord. We can minister to Him by
ministering to those whom He loves. (See Matthew
25:40.) We can minister to Him by presenting Him
with our tithes and offerings. We can minister to
Him by offering Him our praise and worship.

Despite the numerous ways in which we can
minister to God, I knew that the Holy Spirit was
speaking about the latter way—about ministering to
God in praise and worship.

It is amazing how often “ministering to the
Lord” is mentioned in the Bible.

During the stay at Sinai while Israel was in the
wilderness, “the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to
bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand be-
fore the LORD to minister unto Him, and to bless in
his name” (Deuteronomy 10:8).
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During the spiritually barren days before the
rule of Israel’s kings, when the word of the Lord was
precious and there was no open vision, little Samuel
“ministered unto the LORD before Eli” (1 Samuel 3:1).

When the temple was completed, during the
reign of Solomon, the ark was brought from Zion
into the most holy place,

And it came to pass, when the priests were
come out of the holy place…the trumpeters and
singers were as one, to make one sound to be
heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and
when they lifted up their voice with the trum-
pets and cymbals and instruments of music,
and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good;
for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the
house was filled with a cloud, even the house of
the LORD; so that the priests could not stand to
minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of
the LORD had filled the house of God.

(2 Chronicles 5:11, 13–14)

Mary, the mother of Jesus, ministered to the
Lord as she spoke forth the marvelous worship and
praise of the Magnificat. (See Luke 1:46–55; compare
1 Samuel 2:1–10.)

Anna, the prophetess, who “spake of [Jesus] to
all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem”
(Luke 2:38) never left the temple but “served [or
ministered to] God with fastings and prayers night
and day” (verse 37).
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The leaders of the early church not only minis-
tered to the Lord privately but came together pub-
licly to fast and minister to the Lord (Acts 13:1–3).

Not only do we minister to the Lord here on
earth, but millions in heavenly places minister to
Him.

The apostle John wrote:

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many
angels round about the throne and the beasts
and the elders: and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and
honour, and glory, and blessing. And every
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying,
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts
said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell
down and worshipped him that liveth for ever
and ever. (Revelation 5:11–14)

How numerous are the references in the Bible to
ministering to the Lord! How important it is to un-
derstand God’s loving design for us as we learn to
minister to Him now and equip ourselves for that
same ministry for eternity!
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Understanding God’s Purposes

Before we can understand our responsibility of
ministering to the Lord and see it in perspective, we
must understand God’s purposes from the beginning
of time and even before creation.

It is important to note that, God has sovereignly
declared that He made all things, including man, for
Himself, that is, for His pleasure and for His glory:

For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth….All things were
created by him, and for him: and he is before
all things, and by him all things consist.

(Colossians 1:16–17)

In Revelation 4:8–11 the apostle John described
the four living creatures who worship God day and
night saying, “Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come” (verse 8). John
told of the twenty-four elders who worship God by
falling down before Him and casting their crowns
before His throne. They are saying, “Thou art wor-
thy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created” (verse 11).

God, in speaking about each one of us, says in
Isaiah 43:7, “For I have created him for my glory, I
have formed him; yea, I have made him.” He sover-
eignly declares, “This people have I formed for my-
self; they shall show forth my praise” (verse 21).
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You are made for God—for His pleasure and to
praise and worship Him forever. God saved you first
of all for Himself. But He wants you for yourself—
not just so that you can do something for Him. He
saved you because He loved you and because He
wanted you.

Man is created for God. God loves Jesus so much
that He wants to fill the universe with a people who
are formed in Jesus’ image (Romans 8:29). He wants
a people who will minister to Him for eternity and
with whom He can share Himself.

As with Israel, so it is with us. God chooses us
because He loves us and not because of any special
virtue in us. Moses told Israel,

The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor
choose you, because ye were more in number
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all
people: but because the LORD loved you.

(Deuteronomy 7:7–8)

Why do you love God? Because He has given you
gifts, prospered you, healed you, and poured His
blessings upon you? That’s partially acceptable, but
not completely. For many people, their religion is the
coin that purchases the benefits of God.

Yet isn’t there a higher form of love?

When we begin to see who God is and appreciate
His person, don’t we begin to love Him for Himself?
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We don’t love our children because of their abili-
ties. We love them for themselves, for who they are.
Our wives, our husbands, our fathers and mothers—
we are grateful for what they have done for us, but
we love them for who they are.

We love Him because of who He is, and “because
he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). God longs for our
love and ministry to Him; but too often, we have only
gone to Him to receive things from Him and to ask
favors of Him.

How much this reminds me of a story I heard
somewhere about President Lincoln and a very eld-
erly lady who made an appointment to see him one
afternoon.

As she entered the President’s office, he arose,
seated her, and asked, “How may I be of service to
you, madam?”

The little lady said, “Mr. President, I know you
are a busy man. I have not come to ask you for any-
thing. I simply came to bring you this box of cookies,
for I heard that you enjoy them so much.”

A silence followed in which tears overflowed the
eyes of the President. Finally, he raised his head and
spoke to the little woman. “Madam, I thank you for
your thoughtful gift. I am greatly moved by it. Since
I have been President of this country, thousands of
people have come into this office asking for favors
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and demanding things from me. You are the first
person who has ever entered these premises asking
no favor, and indeed, bring a gift for me. I thank you
from the bottom of my heart.”

In the same way, God longs for us to come to
Him for Himself, instead of simply for what He can
give us. He has formed us for Himself, and it is we
who are to present ourselves to Him and offer Him
our worship.

The Bible says that we are God’s inheritance.
“For the LORD’S portion is his people; Jacob is the lot
of his inheritance” (Deuteronomy 32:9). God has an
inheritance in the saints!

Paul prayed without ceasing for the church he
established. To the church at Ephesus he wrote:

I have never stopped thanking God for you. I
pray for you constantly, asking God, the glori-
ous Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give
you wisdom to see clearly and really under-
stand who Christ is and all that he has done
for you. I pray that your hearts will be flooded
with light so that you can see something of the
future he has called you to share. I want you to
realize that God has been made rich because we
who are Christ’s have been given to him!”

(Ephesians 1:16–18 TLB)

Think of it! The Bible says that, “God has been
made rich because we who are Christ’s have been
given to him!”
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He wants us for ourselves. God is interested in a
love relationship with us!

How wrong the church has been so often to
teach new Christians that we are saved to serve God.
No! We are saved primarily because He wants us for
Himself. That is why He has “loved back our lives
from the pit of destruction and cast all our sins be-
hind His back” (Isaiah 38:17 AMP).

God isn’t in the business of saving people be-
cause He needs a large number of servants to win
the world for Christ, or because without us He might
lose the battle against the Devil. Yet many Chris-
tians believe that they are working for a partially
impotent God who needs their help and expects them
to repay Him for all His goodness to them.

The Bible never once tells us to do anything for
God. It tells us that in His love and grace, God chose
to involve us in what He is doing. We can work with
Him and allow Him to work through us.

God could have evangelized this world with a
group of angels, but He chose to give us the pleasure
and privilege of working together with Him to ac-
complish that end.

Unfortunately, because the church so often
teaches that we are here first to serve God, we have
an abundance of guilt-laden Marthas, who are bur-
dened with much anxious serving. And there is a
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dearth of worship-oriented Marys, who have entered
into a rich love relationship with God, out of which
the concern for human need so naturally springs.

How simply our Lord’s words show us His prior-
ity:

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he en-
tered into a certain village: and a certain
woman named Martha received him into her
house. And she had a sister called Mary, which
also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. But
Martha was cumbered about much serving,
and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone?
bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus
answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha,
thou art careful and troubled about many
things: but one thing is needful: and Mary
hath chosen that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her. (Luke 10:38–42)

Jesus did not rebuke Martha’s serving but her
excessive and anxious preoccupation with “things”
more than with God. Service that is born of a love
relationship is not anxious, but meaningful and joy-
ful.

Our first obligation in our relationship to God is
love. Yet we have centered our attention on minis-
tries, gifts, order, and different types of programs
and services. We have centered our attention on
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everything except Him. We can see the results of
that misdirected attention in our church life today.

God speaks to us as He spoke to Israel, saying,

My people have committed two evils; they have
forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that
can hold no water. (Jeremiah 2:13)

God amazed me several years ago when He
showed me that many people involved in the charis-
matic movement had turned to “broken cisterns” in-
stead of to Him. Because of the abundant outpouring
of good teaching, people were purchasing tapes and
books and attending seminars to learn more about
God’s power and His ways and what He was doing on
the earth at that time. Tapes, books, and conferences
are good, but God showed me that His people were
substituting them for their time of waiting upon
Him.

Sometimes it is so easy to hear from others about
God and what He is doing that we don’t bother to
come to Him to find out what He wants to say to us.
We don’t bother to commune with Him and receive
that life-giving word from God ourselves. If this hap-
pens, then those tapes, books, and conferences be-
come broken cisterns. And the water from cisterns is
never as fresh and pure as the water from God’s
moving, flowing, life-giving fountain.
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The danger today is that we will merely center
on the “tree of knowledge” (Genesis 2:9) and forget
the “tree of life” (verse 9); that we will be satisfied
with knowledge and forget the life of God; that we
will be satisfied with the words of men and forget
our need for the life-giving words of God.

So many of us need to turn to God and let Him,
the “fountain of living waters” (Jeremiah 17:13),
flow through us, cleanse us, and fill us daily with His
life. We need to have God, by His Spirit, reveal
things to us in a fresh way. We need to go to God for
Himself and for a “living Word.”

The Pharisees knew what God had said. They
had built cisterns. They were thickheaded and deaf
to what God was saying in their time, simply because
they had forsaken Him and built little cisterns
around His words. We need to know what God has
said and what He is saying today. When we, like the
Pharisees of old, are not in God’s life-giving flow,
then our spiritual senses tend to become dulled and
deadened. Then we have little or no spiritual percep-
tion or discernment.

God cries to us, “Come unto me.” (See, for exam-
ple, Isaiah 55:3; Matthew 11:28; John 7:37.) He has
brought us out of the Egypt of darkness and bondage
and given us an inheritance in His kingdom. But we,
like Israel, have turned from Him to idols, even re-
ligious idols. Truly, the worship of traditions, pro-
grams, orders, and other things that we put over



WHAT IS MINISTERING TO THE LORD?

23

Him in importance is idolatrous. If we, like Israel,
put a greater emphasis on the importance of the
form than the life, then we become legalistic, sectar-
ian, and eventually dead. We are clinging to the
remnant of a form while the life of God moves on
elsewhere to those who will put Him first. Like Is-
rael, will we return to the bondage of Egypt because
we won’t put God first and love Him first?

When Israel was a child I loved him as a son
and brought him out of Egypt. But the more I
called to him, the more he rebelled, sacrificing
to Baal and burning incense to idols. I trained
him from infancy, I taught him to walk, I held
him in my arms. But he doesn’t know or even
care that it was I who raised him.

(Hosea 11:1–5 TLB)

In our human relationships, as in our relation-
ship to God, our first obligation is to love. Success
outside the home does not make up for a lack of love
in the home. God’s order in a home means nothing if
there is no love and life of Christ in that home.

So many people will do any amount of service
rather than love. Unfortunately, we are by nature
doers like Martha, instead of lovers and worshippers
like Mary. God is seeking those who will love Him
enough to come and be with Him and worship Him.
He does not seek workers, but He seeks worshippers.
He seeks those who will “worship him in spirit and
in truth” (John 4:24).
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Only after that love relationship has been rightly
established and all has been centered upon Him can
He safely send us out to work with Him.

Man is made for God. But God is also in a sense
made for man. God made man so that He could re-
late to man. In other words, God wants to give Him-
self to us. He created us not only that we might give
ourselves to Him, but also that He might give Him-
self to us.

It was God who came down to walk with Adam
and Eve in the garden (Genesis 3:8).

He created us with the capacity to receive Him.
How often it happens that when we worship God, He
comes to us. We see it in the Scriptures and also in
our experience: worship brings us into God’s pres-
ence and brings God’s presence into us. As we wor-
ship God, He gives Himself to us.

In 2 Chronicles 5, it is interesting to note that
when the temple of Solomon was finished, the elders
of Israel gathered. The ark was brought into the
temple by the Levites, but the glory of God did not
come down. There were innumerable sacrifices of-
fered, but the glory of God did not come down.

It was not until the trumpeters and singers
“were as one, to make one sound to be heard in prais-
ing and thanking the LORD” (verse 13), that the
glory of God came down. For “then the house was
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filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD; so
that the priests could not stand to minister by reason
of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the
house of God” (2 Chronicles 5:13–14).

It was not when they built the temple. It was not
when they offered sacrifices. It was when they
praised and worshipped God that the glory of the
Lord came down.

I think that when God hears His people wor-
shipping Him and giving themselves to Him, He is
moved and says within Himself, “I want to go down
and hear my people worship and adore Me. They are
giving themselves to Me, and I am going to give My-
self to them.” It is when we worship Him that He
comes to us. For worship brings us into His presence
and brings His presence into us.

Wherever we hold healing services, I teach the
people how to minister to the Lord. I know that it is
as we minister to Him that He will turn and minister
to us and through us, and a life-flow will be estab-
lished. As we worship God, He heals people every-
where, sovereignly falling upon them. But the most
wonderful thing is the sense of His presence.

About one time in every three or four meetings,
the sense of His presence becomes so strong that all
activity is suspended and we wait in the super-
charged silence to see what He will do. Sometimes
we wait five minutes, sometimes more, scarcely
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breathing and aware only of the beating of our
hearts and of the closeness of our communion with
the Almighty as He impresses Himself upon us.

Once, as we worshipped Him and sang “He
Touched Me,” half of the people present at the serv-
ice heard the angels singing along with us. I didn’t
hear them myself, so I asked what they sounded like.
The people said that the choir of angelic voices was
pitched at least an octave above a high soprano range
and sounded like a hundred clear, rich bells.

At another service, as we worshipped the Lord,
my eyes were opened for a moment, and I saw a huge
angel standing right in front of the pulpit. He was
facing the people so that his back was toward me. I
saw that he was very powerfully built, about ten feet
tall, and dressed in white with a Greek key design
embroidered in gold on his garment. For a moment I
was stupefied. God’s presence flooded the sanctuary.

Then I realized why such a powerful angel was
present. I began to smell a beautiful incense and feel
God’s presence in a special way. Minutes passed as
we all became still in His presence. The incense per-
vaded the sanctuary, and every person smelled it.
Many fell on their knees, others wept, and others
just quietly worshipped God—communing with Him
in the stillness of His presence.

It is as we worship Him that He comes to us and
gives Himself to us that we might receive Him in a



WHAT IS MINISTERING TO THE LORD?

27

fresh and fuller way. He created us to minister to
Him. We were formed for His glory and to offer Him
our praise and worship and to commune with Him
that, in so doing, He might give Himself to us.

When God brought the four million Hebrews out
of Egypt, it is significant to note that He planned in
His heart to make them all priests. He did not want
only one priestly tribe, the tribe of Levi. He wanted
to make the whole nation a “kingdom of priests, and
an holy nation” (Exodus 19:6) unto Him. That was
His purpose.

God commanded Moses,

Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the children of Israel; ye have seen what I
did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on
eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.
Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a pecu-
liar treasure unto me above all people: for all
the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.

(Exodus 19:3–6)

God brought the children of Israel unto Himself.
He promised them that if they would fulfill two con-
ditions—obey His voice, and keep His covenant—
that they would be unto Him a special people above
all the people on the earth, “a kingdom of priests, and
an holy nation.” God was saying to them, “I want to
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make every one of you a priest unto Me. I want a na-
tion of priests. All you have to do is obey My voice
and keep My covenant.”

The people said, “All the words which the LORD
hath said will we do” (Exodus 24:3). But it wasn’t
long before they were worshipping a molten calf (one
of the old gods they worshipped in Egypt) and sitting
down to eat and drink and rising up to play. (See
Exodus 32.)

Before Moses came down from Mount Sinai with
the tables of the Law in his hand, the people had al-
ready broken God’s covenant and disobeyed His
voice. When Moses’ anger “waxed hot” (verse 19) and
he threw down and broke the tablets of the Law, he
was only doing outwardly, in breaking the tablets,
what the people had already done inwardly, in
breaking the Law of God in their hearts and through
their actions.

The people violated both of the conditions God
had set up. He could not make them a kingdom of
priests. Not only did they disobey His voice, they “en-
treated that the word should not be spoken to them
any more: (for they could not endure that which was
commanded)” (Hebrews 12:19–20).

God’s only alternative then was to make the
tribe of Levi priests unto Him.

At that time the LORD separated the tribe of
Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the
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LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister
unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this
day. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheri-
tance with his brethren; the LORD is his inheri-
tance, according as the LORD thy God promised
him. (Deuteronomy 10:8–9)

God wanted to do with all Israel what He finally
had to end up doing with only one tribe. God wanted
to make all Israel priests unto Him: to bear the ark
of the covenant of the Lord, that is, to bear the pres-
ence of God; to stand before the Lord to minister
unto Him and bless His name. The Lord Himself
would be their inheritance. They would glory in Him.

Don’t you see what He wanted then, and what
He wants today? His purposes for the Levites were
His original purposes for all of Israel. These are also
His purposes for us today. God wants a people for
Himself who will minister to Him and a people to
whom He can give Himself.

Through Christ, God has accomplished His pur-
pose. Peter wrote that we who are Christians have
been made

an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ….But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar [special] people; that
ye should show forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his mar-
vellous light. (1 Peter 2:5, 9)
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We are priests of the King!

God’s purpose has been accomplished in Christ.
Through Jesus, each believer becomes a priest unto
God, to bear His presence and to stand before Him to
minister to Him and bless His name. In turn, God
gives Himself to us. He becomes our inheritance!
How glorious!

Praise, Worship, and Communion

When we speak of ministering to the Lord, we
speak primarily of three things: praise, worship, and
communion.

As priests unto God, we no longer offer the
bloody sacrifices of the Old Testament. We offer the
spiritual sacrifices of the New Testament.

Hebrews 13:15 tells us to “offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips
giving thanks to his name.”

Praise, worship, and communion are involved in
our ministry to the Lord. These are three very dif-
ferent things.

I think that the reason we have such an empha-
sis on praise and such an absence of worship today is
that people do not understand the difference be-
tween these two types of ministry. There are so
many books written about praise, but so few about
worship.
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I would like to concentrate on our ministry to
the Lord in worship, but it will be necessary to
briefly discuss praise. Generally, the main difference
between praise and worship is that praise involves
responding to God for what He has done (mighty
works, etc.), while worship centers on who God is, on
His person (for example, “How Great Thou Art”).

The word praise comes from many different He-
brew and Greek roots. Some of these are translated as
follows: “praise,” “thanksgiving” (hillulim, Hebrew);
“psalm” (tehillah, Hebrew); “confession” (todah, He-
brew); “courage,” “excellency” (arete, Greek); “glory”
(doxa, Greek); “commendation” (epainos, Greek); “to
bless,” “declare blessed” (barak, Hebrew); “to stretch
out the hand,” “confess” (yadah, Hebrew); “to speak
well of” (eulogeo, Greek); “to boast,” “praise” (halal,
Hebrew); “to hymn” (humneo, Greek).

Therefore, when you praise God, you are bless-
ing and commending and boasting of Him. At times
you are offering thanksgiving, psalms, hymns, and
stretching out your hands before Him, glorifying
Him by talking about His excellence and greatness.

Everywhere, the Bible commands us to praise
the Lord. In fact it says, “Let every thing that hath
breath praise the LORD” (Psalm 150:6).

As we minister to Him, we “enter into his gates
with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise”
(Psalm 100:4). We are to be “thankful unto him, and
bless his name” (verse 4).



MINISTERING TO THE LORD

32

I believe that we can “enter into his gates with
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise,” but if
we wish to prostrate ourselves at His feet, we have to
know how to worship Him.

I said that the basic difference is that praise cen-
ters on what God has done, and worship centers on
who He is. You know that we can thank and praise
and adore human beings, as well as God Almighty.
But we cannot worship any human being. We can
worship only God. Why? Because only God is worthy.

The word worship comes from an old Anglo-
Saxon word, weorth-scipe. During the passage of
years it became worth-ship. (They used to call Eng-
lish lords, your worth-ship.) This word has now be-
come worship.

To worship means “to ascribe worth.” That is
why we read in Revelation 4:11 that God is “wor-
thy…to receive glory and honour and power.” He cre-
ated all things. He created them for His pleasure
(verse 11).

It is interesting to note that God is worthy “to
receive.”

So often we are only interested in what we can
receive from Him for ourselves. David didn’t ask only
for God’s blessing. (See, for example, Psalm 67:1.) He
also said, “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name” (Psalm 103:1).
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In worship we adore Him for who He is rather
than merely for what He has done.

Another clue to the meaning of worship is to be
found in Genesis 22, where we see it first used in the
Bible. When God tested Abraham by telling him to
go and offer up Isaac as a burnt offering in the land
of Moriah, Abraham heard God’s command and
arose to obey it. On the third day of his journey,
Abraham saw the place of sacrifice afar off. He said
to the men who accompanied him, “Abide ye here
with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and
worship” (Genesis 22:5). We see here that worship
involves giving something to God.

The Bible tells us, “Give unto the LORD the glory
due unto his name: bring an offering and come before
him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness” (1
Chronicles 16:29).

When the wise men from the East came to Jeru-
salem to worship Jesus, they entered the house and

saw the young child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures, they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

(Matthew 2:11)

Worship involves giving something to God be-
cause He is worthy.



MINISTERING TO THE LORD

34

Several years ago, something very supernatural
and unforgettable occurred that left a deep impres-
sion on me. It taught me that my first ministry is to
the Lord and that to praise Him without worship-
ping Him is not enough. The Lord Himself came and
showed me these things. He taught me the difference
between praise and worship.

It happened one evening while I was ministering
in a charismatic Presbyterian church. The song-
leader had led the congregation for about twenty
minutes. They were singing the usual songs of praise
and thanksgiving to God for healing, prospering, and
saving people—songs such as, “Amazing Grace,” “He
Touched Me,” “Blessed Assurance,” and others.

When it was time to speak, the minister arose
and began to introduce me. Suddenly, to the right of
the minister, I saw Jesus. He was standing there
with the loneliest expression I have ever seen on any
face. His soft brown eyes overflowed with tears,
which began to pour down His cheeks and drop si-
lently at His feet. There was no noise, no sobbing,
and no movement of anything except for the tears as
they silently streamed down His face and dropped to
the floor. The sense of His loneliness filled my being.
I wanted to comfort Him. How lonely He was, even
in the midst of all His people.

He disappeared as suddenly as He had appeared.
I knew in an instant why He had been weeping. He
was lonely because, in spite of all our self-centered
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singing about Him, He Himself was completely ig-
nored. No wonder He wept. Of course He was lonely.

My mind was so filled with what I had seen, that
when I came to the realization that I had just been
introduced to the congregation, I seemed unable to
speak. I arose and turned to them, still choking down
the sobs that filled me. I managed to speak several
words. All I could say was, “Now, let’s worship Je-
sus.”

Immediately it seemed as if the Holy Spirit
flooded the sanctuary and began to move like a soft
wind through a giant, divine harp.

For the next fifteen to twenty minutes everyone
in the congregation began singing in the Spirit such
exquisitely beautiful arrangements that no human
mind could ever conceive.

The Holy Spirit was using our bodies as instru-
ments for the expression of His own worship to the
Lord Jesus Christ. He had heard our feeble attempts
to praise Jesus. Now He filled our vocal apparatus
with his own perfect, holy songs of worship.

How indispensable we were to each other, the
Spirit and each of us! I remember, particularly, how
a man on one side of the auditorium and a woman on
the other kept singing cascades of prophetic worship
up and down the scale in perfect harmony as they
worshipped the Lord in the Spirit. It sounded as if
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passages out of the book of Revelation were being
brought to life.

As the people continued to worship Jesus, I be-
came aware of something happening within me. The
intense loneliness that I had previously experienced
slowly began leaving me. It was replaced by a feeling
of satisfaction and joy. Although I could no longer
see Jesus, the Holy Spirit let me know that He was
feeling the same thing. I knew that the loneliness
was leaving Him as the people continued to minister
to Him. I knew that He was feeling satisfaction and
joy from their worship.

There was such a glorious, festive presence of
the Holy Spirit that we felt as if we were in a heav-
enly banquet and that any minute we could put our
hand on the arm of the King of Kings and march
right up the aisle with Him.

After some time, the Holy Spirit gradually lifted
His hand from us. I knew it was time for the mes-
sage. Again, Jesus spoke very clearly to me and said,
“You have ministered to me, so now, I will minister
to you.” Then I arose and gave a message on “Minis-
tering to the Lord.”

I share this experience with you because I am
convinced that Jesus is all too frequently lonely at
the services we claim to hold in His name. So many
services are centered only in praise, and ignore His
presence with us. This is not enough. We also need
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services that are centered in worship, a worship in
which the believer is caught up in the present reality
of God’s person, in the reality of who He is.

We have talked about praise and worship. We
need to say something about communion with God,
where we go beyond the altar of incense into the
Holy of Holies where the ark of His presence is.

When someone is born again, he is quickened
and becomes alive in his spirit. He begins to com-
mune with God in this very deepest place of his in-
nermost being and to “fellowship…with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). The
human spirit—not the mind—is the place where God
communes with us as we quietly wait upon Him. It is
in our spirit that He unfolds His revelations to us as
we are capable of receiving them through His Spirit
and His Word.

Let me mention here that there are no new
revelations, such as some might teach; but just the
good, solid biblical truths made alive and fresh to us
by the Holy Spirit. Don’t forget that everything must
be in line with God’s objective standard of truth, the
written Word of God.

As we commune with the Lord, a flow of life is
established.

Isaiah wrote,

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as
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eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

As we wait on the Lord, there is a change or
passing on of strength. If we wait on the Lord, we
exchange our weakness for God’s strength. (Ex-
change is a better translation of the Hebrew word
chalaph, which means “to change, to pass on,” than
renew as used in this passage.)

As we wait on the Lord and commune with Him,
we begin to absorb some of His strength. He im-
presses Himself and His mind upon us. That is why
the psalmist said, “My soul, wait thou only upon
God; for my expectation is from him” (Psalm 62:5).
He also wrote, “I wait for the LORD, my soul doth
wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul waiteth for
the Lord more than they that watch for the morning”
(Psalm 130:5–6).

We need to learn to minister to the Lord in
praise, worship, and communion. It is as we praise
Him and thank Him for His goodness to us that we
can so easily move into worship—just worshipping
Him for who He is. It is then, as we worship Him,
that the flow of worship moves us into His pres-
ence—right before the throne of God Almighty. His
presence then moves into us in a way in which we
feel it, and communion is established.

Then God’s heart is stirred. He begins to move
upon us, pouring His blessings, His presence, His
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revelations, and heavenly goodness into our spirits as
we are simply still and wait on Him, letting Him
minister to us.

How simply each facet of ministering to the Lord
fits together! How exciting it is to let the Holy Spirit
move through us to minister to the Lord of the whole
universe!

Now that we have talked about what ministering
to the Lord is, and some of the concepts and content
involved in that ministry, let’s look at the priority
the Bible places on it.


