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lease permit me to correct a misunder-
standing by some of the members of the late
council at Oberlin. This misunderstanding

arose from the brief remarks that I made to them,
first on a Saturday morning and afterward on
Sunday. In my first remarks to them, I called at-
tention to the mission of the church to disciple all
nations, as recorded by Matthew and Luke. I
stated that this commission was given by Christ to
the whole church, and that every member of the
church is obligated to make it his lifework to con-
vert the world. I then raised two questions: (1)
What do we need to ensure success in this great
work? (2) How can we get it?

The Promise of the Father

The answer to the first question is this: we
need to be clothed with “power from on high”
(Luke 24:49). During His ministry, Christ had in-
formed the disciples that without Him they could
do nothing (John 15:5). Just before His ascension,
when He gave them the commission to convert the

P



Power from God

10

world, He added, “Behold, I send the promise of
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from
on high” (Luke 24:49). He also said, “Ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence” (Acts 1:5). This baptism of the Holy Spirit,
this thing promised by the Father, this outpouring
of power from on high, is essential. Christ has ex-
pressly informed us that it is the indispensable
condition of doing the work He gave us.

Consecration, Prayer, Supplication

How will we get power from on high? Christ
expressly promised it to the whole church and to
everyone who has the duty to labor for the conver-
sion of the world. He admonished the first disci-
ples not to undertake the work until they had

received this outpouring of
power from on high. Both
the promise and the ad-
monition apply equally to
all Christians of every age
and nation. No one has, at
any time, any right to ex-
pect success unless he
first obtains this outpour-

ing of power from on high. The example of the first
disciples teaches us how to obtain this outpouring.
They first consecrated themselves to this work.
Then they continued in prayer and supplication
(see Acts 1:14) until the Holy Spirit fell upon them
on the Day of Pentecost, and they received the
promised outpouring of power from on high. This,
then, is the way to get it.

The promise and the
admonition
apply to all

Christians of every
age and nation.
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The council desired me to say more upon this
subject. Consequently, on Sunday, I took for my
text the statement of Christ that the Father is more
willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
Him than we are to give good gifts to our children.
(See Luke 11:13.)

I said that this text informs us that it is infi-
nitely easy to obtain the Holy Spirit, or this out-
pouring of power from the Father. I also said that
this outpouring is made a constant subject of
prayer for many people. Everybody prays for this
repeatedly, and yet, with all this intercession, how
comparatively few are really clothed with this
spiritual power from on high! This need is not
being met. Lack of power is a subject of constant
complaint. Christ says, “Every one that asketh
receiveth” (Matthew 7:8), but there certainly is a
great gulf between the asking and receiving that is
a sizable stumbling block to many.

Why the Outpouring of the Spirit Is Not Received

How, then, is this discrepancy to be explained?
I then proceeded to show why this outpouring is not
received. I gave many reasons.

First, we are not willing, on the whole, to have
what we desire and ask for. Second, God has ex-
pressly informed us that if we regard iniquity in
our hearts, He will not hear us (Psalm 66:18). But
the petitioner is often self-indulgent. This is iniq-
uity, and God will not hear him.

I gave many more reasons. The petitioner is
uncharitable. He is critical. He is self-dependent.

He resists conviction of sin. He refuses to
confess to all parties concerned. He refuses to
make restitution to injured parties.
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He is prejudiced and biased. He is resentful. He
has a revengeful spirit. He has a worldly ambition.
He has committed himself on some point and has
become dishonest because he neglects and rejects
further light. He is denominationally selfish. He is
selfish for his own congregation.

He resists the teachings of the Holy Spirit. He
grieves the Holy Spirit by dissension. He quenches
the Spirit by persistence in justifying wrong. He
grieves Him by a lack of watchfulness. He resists
Him by yielding to an evil temper.

He is dishonest in business. He is lazy and
impatient in waiting on the Lord. He has selfish-
ness that takes on many forms. He is negligent in
business, in study, in prayer. Or he undertakes
too much business, too much study, and too little
prayer. He lacks entire consecration.

Last and greatest, He has unbelief. He prays
for this outpouring without expecting to receive it.
“He that believeth not God hath made him a liar”
(1 John 5:10). This, then, is the greatest sin of all.
What an insult, what a blasphemy, to accuse God
of lying!

I was obliged to conclude that these and other
forms of indulged sin explain why so little is re-
ceived, while so much is asked. I said I had not
time to present the other side. Some of the believers
afterward inquired, “What is the other side?” The
other side presents the certainty that we will receive
the promised outpouring of power from on high,
and be successful in winning souls, if we ask, and if
we fulfill the plainly revealed conditions of prevail-
ing prayer. Observe that what I said on Sunday was
on the same subject and in addition to what I had
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previously said. The council’s misunderstanding
was this: If we first get rid of all these forms of sin,
which prevent our receiving this outpouring, have
we not already obtained the blessing? What more
do we need?

The Difference between Peace and Power

The answer is this: there is a great difference
between the peace and the power of the Holy Spirit
in the soul. The disciples were
Christians before the Day of
Pentecost, and, as such, had a
measure of the Holy Spirit.
They must have had the peace
of sins forgiven and of a justi-
fied state, but yet they did not
have the infusion of power
necessary to do the work assigned them. They had
the peace that Christ had given them but not the
power that He had promised.

This may be true of all Christians, and this is,
I think, the great mistake of the church and of the
ministry. People rest in conversion, and they do
not continue by seeking until they obtain this out-
pouring of power from on high. Hence, so many
professors of Christianity have no power with ei-
ther God or man. They prevail with neither. They
cling to a hope in Christ, and even enter the minis-
try, overlooking the admonition to wait until they
are clothed with power from on high. But if some-
one brings all the tithes and offerings into God’s
treasury, if he lays all upon the altar and puts God
to the test by doing so, he will find that God will

Seek until you
obtain the

 outpouring of
power from on

high.
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“open [to him] the windows of heaven, and pour
[him] out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10).




