






Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the 
King James Version of the Holy Bible. Scripture quotations marked (nkjv) 
are taken from the New King James Version, © 1979, 1980, 1982, 1984 by 

Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

THE GIFTS AND MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

updated edition

ISBN‑13: 978‑0‑88368‑652‑2
ISBN‑10: 0‑88368‑652‑X

Printed in the United States of America
© 1982 by Lester Sumrall Evangelical Association (LeSEA)

Whitaker House
1030 Hunt Valley Circle

New Kensington, PA 15068
www.whitakerhouse.com

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means electronic or mechanical—including photocopying, recording, or by any 
information storage and retrieval system—without permission in writing from the 
publisher. Please direct your inquiries to permissionseditor@whitakerhouse.com.

9  1 0  11  12  1 3  14  15  16      19  18  17  16  15  14  13  12

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Sumrall, Lester Frank, 1913–
   The gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit / Lester Sumrall.
         p.     cm.
   Summary: “Portrays the work of the Holy Spirit as the third person of the 
Godhead, describes the ninefold gifts of the Spirit, and explains why the Holy 
Spirit is relevant in the church today”—Provided by publisher.
   ISBN-13: 978-0-88368-652-2 (trade pbk. : alk. paper)
   ISBN-10: 0-88368-652-X (trade pbk. : alk. paper)
   1. Holy Spirit.  2. Gifts, Spiritual.  I.  Title. 
   BT121.3.S86 2005
   234’.13—dc22
                                                                   2004030278



Dedication

This study on the gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit 
is dedicated to the late Howard Carter of London, England.

While Rev. Carter was serving time in prison as a con‑
scientious objector during World War I, he spent many hours 
in prayer and study of the Word of God. It was there that 
these glorious truths regarding the gifts of the Spirit were 
revealed to him.

I lived with Howard Carter for a number of years and 
knew personally how he was persecuted by religious leaders 
because of these truths. Yet today his explanation of the gifts 
of the Spirit is accepted and enjoyed by millions of people of 
all denominations throughout the world.

Many times I was highly honored to hear him lecture 
and answer questions on the gifts of the Spirit. The entire 
charismatic world today owes the treasure of this teaching 
to this dedicated man to whom God revealed the identity, 
definition, and operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

I certainly do thank God for my having known Howard 
Carter, for the privilege of living with him, and for the truths 
that I am permitted to share with you because of this friend 
of years past.
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Preface

As we begin this study into the gifts and ministries of the 
Holy Spirit, I cannot emphasize strongly enough the need for 
information on this subject. As I so often say when teaching, 
God cannot bless ignorance; He can bless only intelligence.

Do you wish to have faith? I am quite sure that you do. 
Then you must realize this fact: You can have faith only 
in relation to your knowledge of God. The same principle 
stands true with regard to the gifts and ministries of the 
Holy Spirit. These gifts and ministries function with great‑
est accuracy through people who understand them.

The purpose of this study is to define the gifts and min‑
istries of the Holy Spirit and to reveal their operations in the 
body of Christ today.

If God’s Holy Spirit is to function fully in our lives, we 
must have an open heart and a consuming desire to know 
all we can about the nature and role of the Holy Spirit—His 
gifts and His ministries to the body of Christ. It is my ear‑
nest prayer that this book will be a helpful tool in fulfilling 
your need.





Part I

Gifts of the Holy Spirit



Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not 
have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, 
carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were 
led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man 
speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: 
and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, but 
the same Spirit. And there are differences of adminis-
trations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities 
of operations, but it is the same God which worketh 
all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by 
the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the 
same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another 
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation 
of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the self-
same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
will.  (1 Cor. 12:1–11)
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Introduction

There is no other subject as pertinent to the world 
scene today as the operation of spiritual gifts in the 
body of Christ. The gifts of the Spirit—the weapons 

of our warfare—can destroy any force the devil might use 
against the body of Christ.

I want you to realize how tremendous the gifts of the 
Spirit can be as they function in your life. You are a candi‑
date for these gifts—not for one gift only, but for all nine of 
them.

A number of years ago in a simple wooden building in 
Tennessee, God showed me a vision. (I have experienced only 
two in my entire life.) In this vision I saw millions of people 
marching past me into eternity. At that time God made me 
know that I was called to minister to the entire world.

At that same time in London, England, a man I had 
never heard of—Rev. Howard Carter—also received a spe‑
cial message from God, saying he would travel and minister 
throughout the world. Howard Carter was then president of 
Hampstead Bible College in North London. At that time God 
also told him, “I have a companion for you. He will come from 
afar. He will be a stranger when he comes, and these are 
the words he will say.” This message from God so impressed 
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Rev. Carter that he recorded word for word what God had 
said to him.

At the time Howard Carter came to minister in this 
country, I was preaching an open‑air revival for a church 
in the state of Oklahoma. One morning as I was kneeling 
in prayer under a tree, the Lord spoke these words to my 
heart: “Close this meeting today and go to Eureka Springs.” 
Eureka Springs is a town in Arkansas about two hundred 
miles away from where I was.

Immediately I went to the sponsoring pastor’s house and 
told him my plans. This man, much older than I and very 
severe, scolded me for wanting to close the meeting and said 
he would never recommend me to other pastors.

So, leaving the angry pastor behind, I headed for Eureka 
Springs.

In Eureka Springs, I found the great camp meeting in 
which an Englishman, who turned out to be Howard Carter, 
was speaking. The meeting hall was packed with people. 
When Rev. Carter finished ministering, he walked out to the 
sidewalk and began greeting the people. When he reached 
me, words began to flow out of my mouth. They were the 
same words God had spoken to him in London almost eigh‑
teen months before.

“Brother Carter,” I said, “I will do what you do and I will 
go where you go. If you travel by plane, I will do likewise. 
If you go by train, so will I. If you walk, I will walk.” With 
these words God fulfilled to the letter the message He had 
given Rev. Carter in London.

Because I didn’t realize what was happening, I became 
upset with myself for saying foolish things to a stranger. But 



15

Introduction

Rev. Carter sensed something very different, so he took hold 
of my hand. When he did, I said, “When you are old, I will 
help you. I will strengthen you and bless you.”

And this I did, until the time he went to be with God in 
heaven.

Rev. Carter invited me to his hotel room and read from his 
book of prophecies. He read the words that God had revealed 
to him that I would say. Through this amazing experience, I 
realized that the gift of prophecy is true, that God can show 
us the future. There in Eureka Springs we lifted our hearts 
and thanked God that He would speak to us in these last 
days. In that moment there began a most remarkable friend‑
ship. Howard Carter and I traveled throughout the world 
ministering together—he as a teacher, I as an evangelist—
and blessing multitudes of people.

The Night Vision

Here you can see the functioning of the word of God’s 
wisdom. God did not reveal everything to me. All He did at 
first was show me a dying world. That night I made my com‑
mitment and began to get myself ready to minister to the 
whole world. Then He took me one step at a time.

I was so excited that day that I left without asking 
Howard Carter where he was going, and I forgot to give him 
my address. Within one hour, I had lost him! It was through 
the gifts of the Spirit that I found him again.

My sister was traveling with me in evangelistic work at 
the time, so I drove her to our parents’ home. While there, I 
intended to sell my car and find Howard Carter—wherever 
he might be in the world. With the Depression on, selling a 
car was not an easy task. And getting a passport in those 
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days was quite an experience. The only place I could get one 
was Washington, D.C., and they issued them just as quickly 
or slowly as they wanted.

It was three months before I could get everything done, 
and by that time I had no idea where Mr. Carter was. Some 
people said he had gone to China, others said Japan, still 
others said India. Finally, I asked the Lord, “Lord, where is 
this man?” His answer was interesting. All He said was this: 
“Go to the bottom and work up.” (God often leads us like that. 
If He told us the whole story, we would know too much.)

So I started at “the bottom.” I found a British boat headed 
for Australia and got on board. Twenty‑one days later the 
boat docked in Wellington, New Zealand. When I stepped 
off the boat, I had no idea where Howard Carter was; but 
determined to find him for fellowship, I began looking for a 
Full Gospel church. To my amazement, Howard Carter was 
in New Zealand!

Mr. Carter was attending a minister’s retreat in the 
mountains where there was no communication of any kind. 
While he was in prayer, God moved again by the gifts of the 
Spirit. Mr. Carter later told me the following story:

It seems that a day earlier, he had been praying, “Lord, 
over three months ago you gave me a young man, but I have 
lost him.”

The Lord said, “No, you haven’t.”

“But, Lord, I haven’t heard from him since.”

The Lord said, “He is in Wellington harbor right now on 
a boat. Tomorrow morning he will leave that boat, looking 
for a church, so send the pastor down with a note to him. Tell 
him you will meet him in Australia.”
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Mr. Carter walked out where the pastors were and asked, 
“Which one of you is from the city of Wellington?”

When a man raised his hand, Mr. Carter said to him, 
“Tomorrow morning there will be a young man at your 
house. His name is Lester Sumrall. He will be asking for 
me. Tell him I’ll meet him in Australia. Will you give him 
my personal card?”

The next morning, I started looking around town. After 
two or three hours I arrived at a little white chapel on the 
hill. When the pastor answered the door, I said, “I am Lester 
Sumrall. I am from America. You don’t know me.”

He said, “Yes, I do. Howard Carter told me you would be 
here. Here is a note from him to you.”

Together we saw the working of the gifts of the Spirit in a 
most wonderful way in our lives. Rev. Carter had these gifts 
functioning almost constantly in his ministry, never fool‑
ishly, but for great things. God put us together as a team, 
and we went around the world as teacher and evangelist, 
winning many souls to Jesus, setting up Bible schools, doing 
all the things God wanted us to do.

Through my relationship with Howard Carter I gained 
a firsthand knowledge of the operation of the Holy Spirit. I 
heard him teach on this subject, not just once or twice, but 
many times. In Indonesia, Australia, China, Japan, Poland, 
England, South America, and the United States, I heard this 
man share with people about the gifts of the Spirit. I never 
wearied of it. Each time he would lecture, I was engrossed. 
Because of that experience, I am able to bring you knowledge 
that others may not be fortunate enough to have.

When Howard Carter laid hands on me, he said, “The 
spiritual life and the faith that is within my heart, I put into 
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you.” I trembled throughout my total being as that man of 
God, twice my age, laid his hands on me to transmit to me 
the faith that was in his own heart.

I believe God ordained that segment of my past so I 
could share with the body of Christ today in a direct line 
from the one who in these modern times found these gifts 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. God planted them within 
him. Before Howard Carter’s time, people misunderstood 
and minimized the gifts of the Spirit. They said the gift of 
faith meant just to believe for something. If you had the gift 
of the word of wisdom, they assumed that meant you were 
just clever or smart. Howard Carter recognized these as sign 
gifts from God, and he defined them. Today, multiplied mil‑
lions of people have accepted the truth as it was revealed to 
his heart.

I believe God wants to accomplish His work supernat‑
urally on the face of the earth. He wants to take natural 
people and work supernaturally through them to bring 
about a mighty surge of His power, just the way He worked 
through Howard Carter. I challenge you to make yourself 
ready for Him to use you in this wonderful moment in which 
we live today.
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Nature and Role  
of the Holy Spirit

T o accurately study the work of the Holy Spirit, we 
must begin with the book of Genesis, the first book 
of the Bible. First Corinthians 12:1–11 includes a 

list of the works of the Holy Spirit, which are the gifts of 
the Spirit; but in the book of Genesis we see the Holy Spirit 
introduced in pristine grandeur—an exciting and thrilling 
display of the role of the Holy Spirit.

In the very first verses of the Bible, we read:

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void; and dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, 
Let there be light: and there was light.  (Gen. 1:1–3)

The functioning of the Holy Spirit, as demonstrated in 
the early Christian church, is not new. He had been working 
with human beings for 4,000 years prior to the Christian 
era, and He has been working in the church for the 2,000 
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years since. The Holy Spirit has been very busy functioning 
on behalf of mankind for 6,000 years. He knows our prob‑
lems; He knows the answers; and we need these answers 
from Him.

Omnipotence of the Spirit

When we think of the functioning of the Holy Spirit in 
the creation of the world, we think of omnipotence. The 

Holy Spirit was omnipotent, or all‑
powerful. Out of the chaos that 
existed in the beginning, He brought 
cosmos. God spoke, and His Word 
had to be obeyed! The Spirit of God 
moved upon the desolation, and there 

came forth that which was beautiful for God and for man.

Omnipresence of the Spirit

In His creative powers the Holy Spirit is omnipotent. 
In His universality He is omnipresent. Psalm 139:7 says, 
“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence?” Here David was saying to God, “Where 
could I go to escape the presence of Your Spirit?” It is impos‑
sible to flee from the presence of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps 
you found that to be true when you were running away from 
your convictions. God “dogged” you until He got you—and 
He can do it again and again!

The Holy Spirit is universal in the fulfilling of His opera‑
tions. He possesses all power, and He is everywhere. There is 
no place that the gifts of the Spirit will not work. They will 
function anywhere, whether it is in Asia, South America, 
Europe, or right where you are now.

Out of chaos, 
God brought 

cosmos.
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In Genesis 6:3, we find that God said in words of con‑
victing strength and power that His Spirit would not always 
strive with man. The Holy Spirit strives to bring man into a 
place of reconciliation with God. Imagine that work happen‑
ing from Genesis and continuing through Revelation. The 
Holy Spirit has a fullness of ministry whose chief exercise is 
to cause men to come to God. Jesus, in speaking to us of the 
functionings of the Holy Spirit, told us that the Holy Spirit 
would be a comfort to us and that He would relate the things 
He has heard in the heavens. He would express those things 
you say to God and then tell you what God says in reply.

It is the Holy Spirit who moves back and forth, bring‑
ing communication from our hearts to God and from God’s 
heart to us. He is accustomed to striving with men’s hearts. 
When you feel within you a craving and a desire to be more 
like God and to live a holy life, that is the moving and the 
functioning of the Holy Spirit on your behalf.

Poured Out upon All Flesh

During this present age, the dispensation of grace, God 
is pouring out His Spirit upon all flesh. “And it shall come to 
pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh” (Acts 2:17). Here is the central theme of this 
study: The Spirit of God will be poured out upon us. We will 
experience the infilling of the Spirit of God; and as the infill‑
ing of the Spirit of God comes, His gifts will automatically 
flow.

I will tell you how these gifts came to start functioning 
in my life. You may be interested to know that they were 
born, not in a moment of jubilation or victory in my life, but 
in a moment of great attrition. They were born in a moment 
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when I was downcast and almost broken, which only made 
me realize the greatness and majesty of God. I came to know 
the thrill of having God in my own heart and life. I believe 
it will be exciting to you, too, as the power of the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you and the gifts of the Spirit begin to function 
in your life.

If the gifts of the Spirit were not for you, it would be 
wrong for me to discuss them in this way. If they were only 
for the hierarchy of the church—for the bishops and the 
archbishops—then you and I might as well discuss something 
else. We would need to study a subject that is available to us, 
something we can use in our everyday lives, something that 
can help with our everyday burdens and trials and cares. God 
wants them to work, and they will work. They do work.

“In the last days...I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh.” “All flesh” means men, women, young people—all 
cultures, all languages, all people—whether lowborn or 
highborn, well‑educated or ignorant.

The fact that God is willing at this time to pour out His 
Spirit upon all flesh makes this study imperative. We are 
at a moment when, more than ever before in the history of 
man, the power of the Holy Spirit is being poured out. I don’t 
want to be left in a dry corner; I want to be standing right 
in the middle of the deluge! I want the blessing of God in 
its fullest. I want to be in the middle of the spout where the 
glory comes out!

Speaking of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things 
to come” (John 16:13).
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One of the functions of the Holy Spirit is to bring to our 
hearts a revelation of the future. If we need to know things 
that are to come to pass, and the ways in which they will 
come to pass, the Holy Spirit is the One to reveal them. We 
need not go to a fortune‑teller or to an astrologer. We can 
go directly to the Holy Spirit. We have a prophecy from our 
Lord and Savior that the Holy Spirit will be the One to show 
us things to come.

The Holy Spirit is our guide into all truth, the 
revealer of things to come. The Holy Spirit is living in 
His own dispensation today—separate from the previous 
dispensations  in God’s dealings with 
men—the dispensation of innocence, 
the dispensation of conscience, the 
dispensation of human government, 
the dispensation of promise, and the 
dispensation of the law. We are now 
living in the dispensation of the grace 
of the Holy Spirit; and while living in His own dispensation 
with Him, we can expect His movements to be greater than 
ever before.

Able Ministers

In 1 Peter 4:10, we read these beautiful words: “As every 
man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another.” To me this is one of the most precious verses of 
Scripture that has been delivered to us from the Word of 
God. Those who have received the gifts should minister the 
same.

I believe that anything that has been given to us was 
given to us from God to share. God does not dig holes and 

The Holy 
Spirit reveals 

things to 
come.
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bury things. He is not a cover‑up man; that is the devil’s 
business. God is a revealer, a revealer of the interior workings 
of human beings. This great message of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit is something that should be shared. That is the 
purpose of this writing.

I encourage you to become a sharer and to share every‑
thing you receive. In fact, the way to get this message to 
grow in your own spirit is to start talking to others about 
the things you have learned. As you talk about them, there 
will almost immediately be an increase of knowledge on your 
own part. As you give, you receive. The Bible says that those 
who water are watered. As you give out, you will receive 
back. This is especially true as we study the Word of God. 
Those who have received the gift should minister the same. 
This is the desire of my own heart.

I have shared these preliminary thoughts relating to the 
Spirit of God for a specific reason: The deeper I can place the 
foundations of this truth within you, the stronger your tower 
of strength will be, and I want it to be very strong!

In 2 Corinthians 3:6, the Word of God says we should 
be “able ministers,” giving life. I would say that the deep 
purpose of these lessons would be for us to become able min‑
isters of truth, giving life—spiritual life, dynamic life—to 
those with whom we come in contact.


