
Once again Derek Prince has demonstrated his God-given 
ability to state important issues with great clarity and discern-
ment. In these days of increasing apostasy and of downgrad-
ing of Scripture, it is refreshing to have such a clear exposition 
on the vital issue of judging. Through the author, the Holy 
Spirit has given us great clarity on this matter, for instance, 
in relating judgment to authority. The issue of judging con-
fronts us as Christians almost on a daily basis. Hence I com-
mend Judging: When? Why? How? to all who are seeking the 
face of God and thank Him for the clear expository teaching 
that it contains. As usual, Derek Prince has put complex mat-
ters into a simple, direct teaching, which every Christian can 
understand. This is one of his great gifts from the Lord.

—Bill Subritzky 
Evangelist and Author, New Zealand 
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introduction

Judging is one of the most difficult subjects in the Bible to 
grasp, but it is also very important. It is a subject on which 
there is tremendous ignorance among Christians at large—
and consequently tremendous disobedience. It costs us all 
dearly. Multitudes of Christians, partly through ignorance 
and partly through disobedience, often act contrary to 
Scripture in the ways they do or do not judge.

There is an apparent paradox in the statements of Scripture, 
primarily in the New Testament, about whether or not we are 
to judge. A number of passages say that we are not to judge 
and just about as many say that we are to judge. Which are 
we to follow? We will look at some of the Scripture passages 
on both sides. Then I will offer a principle by which we can 
understand in any given situation whether we are to judge or 
not to judge.
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1

Scriptures 
against Judging

First let’s look at some of the Scriptures against judging. In 
the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said,

1 Judge not, that you be not judged. 

2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be 
judged; and with the measure you use, it will be mea-
sured back to you. 

3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s 
eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 

4 Or how can you say to your brother, “Let me remove 
the speck from your eye”; and look, a plank is in your 
own eye? 

5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own 
eye; and then you will see clearly to remove the speck 
from your brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:1–5)

Here, Jesus was saying very emphatically, “Do not judge. 
If you do, the judgment you use will come back to you.” 
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Judging will evoke this, I believe, from two sources: human 
and divine. In the long run, people judge you as you judge 
them. In addition, God will judge you in accordance with the 
way you have judged people.

1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you 
are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you 
condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same 
things.

2 But we know that the judgment of God is according 
to truth against those who practice such things. 

3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those 
practicing such things, and doing the same, that you 
will escape the judgment of God?  (Romans 2:1–3)

Romans 2 addresses essentially religious people. The Jews 
are the example in this case, but this passage applies in many 
ways to most religious people. Have you ever noticed that 
religious people often think that because they know what is 
right and can prove others wrong, that proves themselves to 
be right? But, this is not so! In fact, the people who are always 
judging others are usually wrong themselves.

1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to dis-
putes over doubtful things. 

2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is 
weak eats only vegetables. 

3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, 
and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats: 
for God has received him. 
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4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own 
master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to 
stand, for God is able to make him stand.   
 (Romans 14:1–4)

A little further on in the same chapter, it says,
10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you 
show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ. 

11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every 
knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess 
to God.”

12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to 
God. 

13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but 
rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a 
cause to fall in our brother’s way. (Romans 14:10–13)

Paul wrote this to the Corinthians:
1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 

2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found 
faithful. 

3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not 
even judge myself. 
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4 For I know nothing against myself, yet am I not jus-
tified by this.  (1 Corinthians 4:1–4)

That’s a remarkable statement! Paul was saying, “I am not 
conscious of anything against me; I’m not aware of anything 
I’ve done wrong.” But that did not justify him. It did not prove 
him righteous!

4 He who judges me is the Lord. 

5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the 
Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. 
Then each one’s praise will come from God.  (vv. 4–5)

One final passage against judging is taken from the epis-
tle of James:

11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who 
speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks 
evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 

12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to 
destroy. Who are you to judge another?   
 (James 4:11–12)

James makes a point that many Christians have over-
looked: Speaking evil of another believer is judging that 
believer. As believers, we are specifically warned not to speak 
evil of each other. Yet many Christians regularly do just that! 
It is contrary to Scripture.


