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Chapter One

God’s All-Inclusive Plan

You may be surprised to learn that 
God has a plan for your money. You 
may have the idea that money is too 

sordid for spiri tual people. Like some of us, 
you may have grown up with a religious back-
ground that referred to money as “filthy lucre.” 
However, this is not a biblical view of money.
 In contemporary culture, mon ey plays a 
large role in each of our lives. If God does not 
have a plan for our money, then a major part of 
our lives is not under His con trol. In turn, this 
circumstance will inevitably af fect other areas 
of our lives. The truth is that many Chris tians, 
whose lives are not really under God’s control, 
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try to solve their problems by becoming more 
spir itual. How ever, many times the answer is to 
be more practical.
	 If	 you	are	not	handling	 your	finances	 in	
line with God’s plan, then your whole life is 
out of joint. No matter how spiritual you may 
be in other areas, you will never know the real 
blessing and overruling of God in your life 
until you bring your money into line with the 
will of God as revealed in His Word. You see, 
the Bible clearly reveals that God does have a 
plan for our money.
 As a teacher of God’s Word, it is my 
re sponsibility to share with you God’s plan for 
your money just as I would share His plan for 
any other area of your life. In Acts Paul said 
this:

You know that I have not hes itated to 
preach anything that would be helpful to 
you but have taught you publicly and from 
house to house.…For I have not hesi tated 
to pro claim to you the whole will of God.  
 (Acts 20:20, 27)

 In other words, Paul was saying that he had 
declared to them the “whole will of God,” and 
that he had taught every thing in the Word of 
God that would be helpful to God’s people. The 
whole will of God includes His will for our money. 
It is part of the total counsel or plan of God.
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 I want to point out in a general way that 
God really does have a plan that covers every 
area of our lives. In Romans, Paul said:

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this 
is your spiri tual act of worship.  
  (Romans 12:1)

 Notice that spiritual worship includes our 
bodies; it moves right into the physical world. 
Some people think the body is not spiritual. 
Being spiritual includes doing the right thing 
with your body—pre sent ing it to God as a living 
sacrifice.	Paul	contin	ued	in	the	next	verse,

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be trans formed by the renew-
ing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. (v. 2)

 God’s will is unfolded in three succes sive 
phases by three beautiful words. The will of 
God is “good, pleasing [or “accept able” kjv] and 
perfect.” These three words re pre sent three 
phases in our perception of the will of God.
	 When	we	first	begin	to	perceive	God’s	will,	
we discover that it is good. God never wants 
anything bad for any of His people. Then we 
learn that His will is pleasing or ac cept able. 
The more we perceive it, the more we want 
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to embrace it. Finally, as we move on in the 
perception and the application of God’s will, we 
realize that it is perfect or complete. The whole, 
complete will of God covers all areas of your 
life—and that includes your money.
 Paul pointed out two essential steps to 
finding	 God’s	 will.	 First,	 surrender	 your	self	
without reservation to God. Paul said to place 
your body on God’s altar “as a living sacrifice” 
(Romans 12:1). He was comparing the body 
with	 the	 Old	 Testament	 sacri	fices	 in	 which	
the	ani	mals	that	were	offered	were	first	killed	
and then placed on the altar. In this manner 
they were set apart for God. Paul said that you 
must do the same with your body: put it on 
the altar of God’s service without reserva tion. 
The only dif ference is that you do not kill the 
body, but rather pre sent it as a living sacri-
fice.
	 The	second	essential	step	to	finding	God’s	
will is learning to think God’s way. Paul called 
it being renewed in your mind. This means 
changing your whole outlook, including the way 
you think, your values, your standards, and 
your priorities. Only as your mind is renewed 
can you perceive what is God’s will.
 I want to point out something else about 
your money that is very impor tant. Do not 
under esti mate your money, belittle it, or think 
it is unspiritual or unimportant. What does 
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your money really repre sent? I suggest that it 
represents four very impor tant aspects of you: 
your time, your strength, your talents, and, 
quite possibly, your in heri tance.
 Your inheritance may be money or other 
valuable things, like houses or lands, which 
were passed on to you from people who loved 
and cared for you when their lives came to 
an end. Perhaps you went to college and had 
a fair ly elaborate educa tion. All those years 
of education are repre sented by your money 
be cause if you did not have the education, you 
could not make the money that you do. Or you 
might have special talents or abili ties that are 
not	in	the	academic	field,	that	are	more	practi-
cal in nature. Those talents and abilities are 
represented in your mon ey. Cer tainly, too, your 
money represents your time. If you work eight 
hours	a	day,	five	days	a	week,	that	is	forty	hours	
of your life inves ted in the money you earn.
 When you invest your money, you are invest-
ing a major part of yourself for good or bad. I 
hope you can begin to see how important it is 
that you invest yourself through your money 
in that which is good and in accor dance with 
God’s will and plan.
 God’s plan for your life, including your 
money, is summed up in one beautiful word: 
prosperity. This idea is stated in 3 John, where 
the writer said to a fellow Christ ian,
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Beloved, I pray that in all re spects you may 
prosper and be in good health, just as your 
soul prospers. (3 John 2 NAS)

 Notice that the key word in this verse is 
“prosper.” It covers three areas: your soul, your 
physi	cal	health,	and	your	finances	or	mate	ri	al	
needs. In each area the revealed will of God is 
prosperity or success. God wants you to suc-
ceed in the area of your soul, in the area of 
your physical body, and in the area of your 
finances.
 Fail ure, defeat, frustration, and poverty are 
not the will of God. I grew up in a religious tra-
dition where being holy meant you had to be 
poor. I respect people who hold that view, but it 
is not a scriptural one.


