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One

Anatomically
Speaking

Father, I want to know Thee, but my coward heart fears to give 
up its toys. I cannot part with them without inward bleeding, 
and I do not try to hide from Thee the terror of the parting. I 
come trembling, but I do come. Please root from my heart all 
those things which I have cherished so long and which have 

become a very part of my living self, so that Thou mayest enter 
and dwell there without a rival. Then shalt Thou make the place 

of Thy feet glorious. Then shall my heart have no need of the 
sun to shine in it, for Thyself will be the light of it, and there 

shall be no night there.
—A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God

The scene is not an uncommon one. Midnight has ticked 
by long ago, and everyone in my house is asleep but 
me. I am cocooned in my office wondering if tomor-

row’s—now today’s—sermon will miraculously appear before 
I have to “exegete” the text to pieces. It never does, and I must 
confess I really don’t mind. For you see, it is in these still hours 



8

The Anatomy of God

that I allow my one true obsession to take flight. I pore over 
Scripture, dissect related material, and peek through a myriad 
of windows adorning the latest Bible study software, to the 
end that I might catch a new glimpse of Him.

“I beseech thee, show me thy glory” (Exodus 33:18). Moses 
was more than merely curious when he asked for the Lord’s 
visible presence on Mount Sinai. And although I don’t pre-
sume to claim that mighty prophet’s “friendship” with God, 
I have at times been powerless to control the begging of my 
own soul to see more of the One who cannot be contained by 
heaven and earth. I am the psalmist’s hart, panting for just a 
sip, just a taste, of something I can’t live without. It has been 
the most fruitful pursuit of my life. I have never been dis-
appointed. All attempts to fathom our unfathomable Father 
are rewarded with equal amounts of harvest and hunger. I 
continuously seek Him, even as I luxuriate in what I have 
found.

I’ve been doing this for quite a few years now, and I real-
ized something long ago—God enjoys this as much as I do. 
He’s not being coy with me. He’s not playing “hard to get.” He 
wants me to chase Him. In fact, He’s egging me on. He wants 
to be “caught.” Ours is a game in which we both win every 
time I get another look at Him. Second Corinthians 3:18 says 
the more we see Him, the more we mirror who He is. In other 
words, each glimpse means more glory to His name.

If, then, it is our view of God that grows us and changes 
us, we can only conclude that where there is no growth, or 
where there is inhibited growth, the view has been obstructed. 
Knowing this, I struggle sometimes as a pastor when I see 
people coming to church Sunday in and Sunday out, seeming 
to seek the Lord and seeming never to find Him. I know I’m 
not the only shepherd who feels like he’s ladling out way too 
much milk to folks who should be chewing on steak by now.
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It can’t be God’s fault. Every act, every thought, every 
motive of God is rooted in the deepest desire of His heart, 
which is to be known. His Word, from Genesis to Revelation, 
is a divine detailing of who He is. Every 
man, woman, account, and proverb 
therein adds another line, shade, color, 
or contour to His magnificent canvas. 
The signs and wonders He performed 
in the Holy Scriptures, as well as the 
ones He’s still performing in our every-
day lives, are not just stunts executed to 
impress us. He doesn’t need our approval or applause. They 
were not even done so that men would believe, but rather that 
men would know whom they believe. Every prophet, angel, 
apostle, and teacher in the Bible had one assignment: to pro-
claim or project His personhood. And today, every evange-
list, pastor, minister, and Christian author or artist has that 
same mandate. John 1:3 says, “All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made that was made.” Of 
course, that means that He made everything. But I would sug-
gest to you that it also means that He’s in everything, which 
means that all of God’s creation, all of His handiwork, tells 
us something about Him. All things created help us see the 
Creator.

The Father’s most obvious effort at self-revelation can be 
found in our own mirrors. Of course, He is not flesh and 
blood. He is, as Jesus told the woman at the well, a Spirit. He 
is omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, and holy. And that’s 
just the punctuation on His calling card. So God does not have 
a body per se. In fact, nowhere in the Bible is there a refer-
ence to the body of God. The closest representation of that 
is the body of Christ, Christ the Messiah, God incarnate, or 
God in the flesh. The Bible does not speak of God’s having 
a body. But we do find numerous mentions of specific body 

Every act, every 
thought, every 

motive of God is 
rooted in the deepest 
desire of His heart, 

which is to be 
known.
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parts. Now that doesn’t mean He is a collection of disjointed 
ghostly limbs, organs, and features floating around in the 
cosmos. It means that God has chosen to reveal Himself to 
us in concepts and ideas that we can understand. Our own 
anatomy is God’s most complete biography of Himself. It’s as 
though He uses our bodies to play a kind of spiritual game of 

Where’s Waldo? with us. In the midst of 
a world filled with visible, audible, tangi-
ble, mental, palatal, and olfactory options 
between good and evil, the clearest look 
we can get at Him is literally right under 
our noses. Our Father, whose mercy and 

kindness abound toward us always, created man in such a 
fashion that we, in the finitude and limitations of our human-
ity, are capable of visualizing and ultimately comprehending 
our infinite and limitless God. We were designed so that God 
could teach us about Himself.

In this book, we’re going to look at the anatomy of God. 
We’re going to try to understand the person and nature of God 
by looking at what He says about Himself in physiological and 
physical terms. We are using a theological and literary device 
called anthropomorphism. Now that’s just a ten-cent word 
you can cut in half to make two five-cent words that make 
sense. Anthrop or anthros means “of or pertaining to man.” 
Morphism means “form” or “shape.” So to say that we’re going 
to see God in anthropomorphic terms simply means we’ll see 
Him in the form of man, or in human terms. Just consider it 
man’s label for something God decided to do while man was 
still a pile of dust on the floor of Eden.

An Invitation to Intimacy

Over the years, I have received literally thousands of invi-
tations to banquets, weddings, fund-raisers, awards dinners, 
and various other events. I look at the information relevant 

Our own anatomy 
is God’s most

complete
biography of 

Himself.
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to my schedule and commitments, then I make a determina-
tion about whether or not I’ll be able to attend. I don’t think 
about it much further than that. But my wife can often tell, 
just by looking at the invitation, what kind of gathering it will 
be. I know where to be and what time to show up. She can tell 
from the paper stock, the ink, the wording on the card, and the 
quality of the lettering on the envelope if we can expect suc-
culent filets and delicate confections or rubbery chicken and 
boxed cake. I count on her to tell me if I’m dressed inappropri-
ately. If we’re expected to make a donation, she has the check-
book. She is seldom surprised at these things. (I, on the other 
hand, think some invitations should come with disclaimers 
so I’m not caught off guard. Something like, “Event will actu-
ally be more tedious and less significant than it appears on 
this invitation” would be most helpful. Or, “We advise eating 
a good meal before coming to this luncheon if bad food is not 
to your liking.” What I’d really like to see, though, is this: “We 
planned to start on time, but our plans won’t be working out 
at this affair.”)

A lot more could be known about an event and the people 
putting it on if more attention were paid to the invitation. That 
said, I want you to consider that the Bible is a divinely writ-
ten invitation to eternal fellowship with the Almighty. God 
drafted it personally through almost 40 human authors, in 
66 volumes, 1,189 chapters, 31,173 verses, and 774,746 words. 
No expense was spared on this invitation. Jesus Christ gave 
His life to deliver it to you. Moses, Isaiah, David, John, Paul, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, and so many others became living pens 
through which the Holy Spirit extended the Father’s request 
for the pleasure of your company.

I mention this here because I want you to understand as we 
study the Word of God within these pages that God’s pursuit 
of you has been a deliberate and methodical act of grace. He 
did not save you to take you to heaven to keep Him company. 
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He is not lonely. You’re not doing Him any favors when you 
worship Him. His chest doesn’t stick out any farther because 
you thank Him. He’d still be awesome if you didn’t praise 
Him. He would exist in all His glory even if you didn’t believe 
in Him. If you don’t understand the complete lack of need for 
you on God’s part, you might miss the wonder of your salva-
tion. You might miss how utterly in love with you God is if 
you think His motive for saving you was selfish in any way. 
And if you see His love for you as anything less than perfect, 
you know Him as less than perfect, which means you don’t 
know Him at all. And above all, He wants you to know Him.

Knowing God. I am sometimes overwhelmed at the task of 
wrapping my consciousness around just what that means. He 
is I AM, the One in whom and by whom all things are. He is 
holy. Every aspect of His being is infused by and enveloped 
in His holiness. His righteousness is a holy righteousness. His 
power is a perfectly holy power. He’s more perfect than “per-
fect” knows how to be. As pure as “pure” is, it is less pure than 
God. He is justice and truth; He is merciful, all-knowing, ever 
present, and unchanging from everlasting to everlasting. And 
before I know it, my ponderings and ruminations have led me 
onto ground that never ceases to trouble me. Paul called it his 
wretchedness. David asked, “What is man, that thou art mind-
ful of him?” (Psalm 8:4). They are more eloquent than I.

I remember the man I used to be. I know the man I still am. 
It seems almost cruel to me that God would give me a mind to 
understand how unworthy I am to receive any understanding 
of Him, much less from Him. And it seems crueler still to look 
at all that I have and to know what it cost Him to give it to me. 
I would not do the same for Him. I would not sacrifice my only 
son for Him. He knows that. My love for Him is not that great.

You cannot consider who God is for too long without being 
reminded of who you aren’t. In those times God has seemed so 



13

Anatomically Speaking

far from me, so untouchable, so remote. Like David, I wonder 
why He bothers with me. It is at this point that my intellect fails 
me. It is also at this point that I believe God is at His most mag-
nificent. In His Word, He shows me His eyes, able to see me 
no matter where I am. I find powerful arms, capable of snatch-
ing me from the jaws of every devouring enemy. I see a smile 
that makes all grace abound toward me, fingers that knitted 
me together in my mother’s womb, and hands that daily guide 
and direct me through dangers seen and unseen. His ears hear 
my cries. He inhales the savor of my sacrifices, and His exhala-
tion incinerates those who kindle His anger by their persecu-
tion of me. He loves me with a heart whose desire is toward 
me, and His insides ache when I am far from Him. Herein lies 
God’s motive for making Himself known to us anatomically. It 
is to invite us to know Him intimately, to see Him as ultimately 
approachable, reachable, touchable, and accessible.

It is accurate to say that God’s ways and thoughts are far 
above ours. It is also true that the breadth of Him extends 
beyond the capacity of the universe to contain it. He knows 
everything about everything. He is singularly powerful, awe-
some, and glorious. Only God could establish His throne. 
There was no one to appoint Him to His position, and cer-
tainly there is no one “God enough” to take it from Him. And 
yes, He is perfect in all His ways. But if we limit our view 
of God to those things that make Him heightless, groundless, 
bottomless, and boundless, then we have placed Him where 
He least wants to be: beyond our grasp.

“Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off? 
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? 
saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord” 
(Jeremiah 23:23–24). All creation was made to show man how 
great God is, so that he would fear Him and worship Him. But 
man was created to show God at His most caring and intimate. 
We were made in His image, and He is love. We are, therefore, 



14

The Anatomy of God

pictures of God’s love. To see Him anthropomorphically is to 
see Him in terms of His love for us. In this context, even our 
unworthiness bears witness, for God’s mercy and grace take 
center stage when we realize how undeserving we are of His 
love.

God uses us to tell us that He is as close to us as He is far 
from us. We need to understand that fact if our picture of God 
is going to be complete. Infinitude without intimacy is the 

unkindest portrait we can paint of God. 
It is that of a child grabbing for an object 
that is being kept out of reach by a taller 
and stronger adult. The longer the game 
goes on, the more frustrated the child 
gets. He’ll eventually give up. We will, 

too, if we limit our understanding of God to those aspects of 
His nature that keep Him “away” from us.

As we examine the anatomy of God in Scripture and see 
how men, women, and entire nations had their lives influ-
enced and shaped by their understanding of it, a cycle begins 
to emerge. Our imaginations cannot contain the fullness of 
God any more than the universe can. So God progressively 
discloses Himself to His people while progressively creating 
within us an increasing capacity to comprehend each new dis-
closure. He stretches our sanctified imaginations just enough 
to hold a little bit more of Him. Then, once we get comfortable 
with that, He stretches them a little bit more.

This progression cannot take place without our consent or 
our active involvement, which makes sense because the goal of 
it is to bring us closer to God. At every stage, we are required 
to respond to God by making a choice that will signal our 
desire to continue on with Him. And as with all divine co-
laboring efforts, our participation is subject to and limited by 
the presence of sin in our lives. Sin separates us from God, and 

Infinitude without 
intimacy is the 

unkindest portrait 
we can paint of 

God.
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that separation prevents us from seeing Him, communicating 
with Him, coming to Him, and being changed by Him.

Sin, if it is allowed to build up in our lives, will gum up the 
workings of every spiritual pursuit. Prayer is hindered by sin. 
Gifts operate without power in sin. Wisdom becomes carnal 
and devilish in sin. Character is destroyed by sin, and honor-
able efforts are thwarted by it. Vision is obscured, ministry 
becomes powerlessness, and the path to God is obliterated by 
the darkness of sin.

We don’t have the time or the space to go into detail about 
the crippling effects of sin. That’s another book for another 
time. But I will say here that every believer should be in the 
habit of allowing the Holy Spirit to do a periodic sin check. Like 
David, we should cry, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked 
way in me” (Psalm 139:23–24). David was a man after God’s 
heart not because he was the picture of sinless perfection, but 
because he was always willing to see sin as God saw it and 
was always willing to respond to it the way God responded 
to it. He exposed himself to the light of God’s statutes, and if 
he found himself lacking, he moved immediately to confess 
and repent. David’s life was marked by his relentless pursuit 
of God. “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 
his temple” (Psalm 27:4). Everything David ever wanted was 
wrapped up, tied up, and tangled up in his longing to be in the 
presence of God. So, too, should all our aspirations be shaped 
and colored by a desire to see God and an unwillingness to 
accommodate the presence of sin.

When we submit ourselves to God’s way, His will becomes 
clear to us. His desire to be known by us becomes obvious, 
and, more important, the cycle of working that desire out is 
put into operation.
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Revelation
Revelation exposes a part of God’s anatomy to our view. It 

is that sovereign act of God that uncovers something previ-
ously hidden from us. As I mentioned before, God can’t bare 
Himself to us all at once. We couldn’t handle it. The consum-
ing fire of His holiness would destroy our humanity. So God 
mercifully unveils Himself to us a bit at a time according to 
three criteria: (1) our desire to see, (2) our ability to see, and (3) 
our need to see.

God does not reveal Himself to the son or daughter who 
doesn’t want to see Him. Throughout Scripture, we are told 
to seek God, set our affections on Him, run after Him, grope 
for Him, call out to Him, and incline or lean toward Him. All 
those activities require effort on our part, but more important, 
they are always preceded by a preference or tendency toward 
God. God never forces Himself on us. Love is always a choice. 
He chose us, and He is willing to risk not being chosen by us 
in order to allow us to experience the divine nature of His love 
in its fullness.

Once it is established that we want to see God, the next part 
of revelation considers our qualifications for receiving it. As I 
mentioned before, sin disqualifies us as recipients of the things 
of God. Another thing that disqualifies us is our refusal to 
act on the last revelation He gave us. God is not wasteful. He 
doesn’t move on to a new lesson until the old one is learned. 
He won’t give new revelation where the current one withers 
in our fear or unbelief. Every revelation of God tells us some-
thing about God and prepares us for the next revelation. If we 
refuse to receive Him, we diminish our ability to receive more 
of Him.

Last, all revelation is given from God on a need-to-know 
basis. If you need to know that God hears your cries, then He 
will reveal His listening ears to you at just the right time. If 
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you need to know that His hand will provide for you in the 
wilderness, I promise, you will see it. If you need to see God’s 
eyes, He will not show you His mouth. Now, there’s a flip side 
to this. You may think that what you need to see in your crisis 
is provision from the hand of God. But what God may want 
to show you is the peace that comes from the awareness that 
His ears hear your cries. It is God who addresses your need, 
and, my friend, it is also God who determines what your need 
is. Every revelation will be according to His purpose, and that 
purpose was established even before your need was.

In revelation, we know that God is. Hebrews 11:6 says that 
before we come to Him, we must first believe that He is. Our 
response to the revelation of God, therefore, is simply to see 
what He shows us; it is to accept that in that moment, some-
thing has been uncovered and placed before our spirits for 
perusal.

Recognition
Once our spirits have beheld a particular aspect of God, 

our minds have to make the proper attributions concerning 
it. Recognition places every revelation in a spiritual archive of 
understanding. Where revelation says, “I see something,” rec-
ognition acknowledges that “I see God.” It’s at this point that 
every believer has to accept or reject responsibility for what he 
now knows.

I’ve been to board meetings where men and women raised 
their hands and cleared their throats in an attempt to make 
it obvious to the person conducting the meeting that they 
wanted to be seen and ultimately heard. But until the chair-
man “recognized” them, they could not speak. God makes it 
obvious to you that He wants to be recognized. Recognizing 
Him involves a twofold act of directing your attention to Him, 
then communicating your willingness to hear Him. Now keep 
in mind that recognition, like anything else with God, is for 
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your benefit, not God’s. He’s no more important because you 
recognize Him. Rather, recognition is your acknowledgment 
that He is more important to you.

Have you ever seen somebody coming toward you in the 
distance, and you decided to walk on the other side of the 
street because you didn’t want to deal with that person at that 
moment? Well, the fact that you never had to engage in conver-
sation with him doesn’t negate the fact that you did see him. 
We try to play that same game with God. We see Him, but we 
think that if we don’t acknowledge Him, we absolve ourselves 
of the responsibility of responding to Him. Let me tell you a 
little secret. God saw you coming before you saw Him, and 
there is no path wide enough for you to avoid Him.

The same spirit that allows us to recognize God also shows 
us when something or someone is not God. Not every dollar 
offered to help you out of a jam comes from the coffers of God. 
Sometimes the enemy’s hand looks a lot like God’s if we’re 
not using our spiritual eyes. Recognition, then, is affected 
and sometimes distorted by the condition of our hearts. A 
heart fueled by fear, bitterness, anger, unforgiveness, or pride 
will weaken a person’s recognition capabilities. A woman, for 
example, who harbors a fear of being alone may recognize an 
unsanctified, unsanctioned love affair as “God-ordained.” I 
also have seen people unable to hear godly counsel through 
their anger.

It’s obvious, then, that recognition always has to be run 
through the filter of the Word of God. In order to recognize 
God in someone or in the midst of some situation, we have 
to be able to place it next to what God has already said in His 
Word. If it doesn’t line up, then we have to consider what we 
see as a revelation of other than divine origins.

Our response in recognition is to move—to move toward 
whatever is acknowledged to be God and away from what is 
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not of Him. Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door…” (Revelation 
3:20). Notice that the door doesn’t open until the person inside 
hears a voice. In fact, Jesus implied that the opening of the door 
is preceded by the person’s understanding and acknowledg-
ing that Christ is definitely the One knocking at the door. He 
said, “If any man hear my voice” (emphasis added). Whenever 
God reveals Himself to us, He always allows us the opportu-
nity to accept or ignore Him. By ignoring Him, we ask Him 
to stop talking, stop moving, and stop acting on our behalf. 
And He will back off until we say otherwise. But our accep-
tance, that is, our recognition of God, invites Him to add color, 
dimension, and depth to our relationship with Him.

Relationship

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  
  (Luke 11:9–10)

Most of us have passed by these verses of Scripture in 
our studies, heard them preached from a pulpit or two, or 
caught them as they flew by on snatches of spiritual conver-
sation. They comprise, I think, one of the more obvious illus-
trations of the reciprocity we enjoy in being in relationship 
with God. We ask, and it is given. We seek and then find. 
We knock, and the door is opened unto us. It is plain that 
we are not by ourselves, adequate within ourselves, or able 
to acquire what we need on our own. There are some things 
we need that we don’t have, so we ask God for them. There 
are some things we have that are not sufficient, so we seek 
them out and God leads us. There are some areas of suffi-
ciency that God wants to add to, so we inquire at the doors 
He places in front of us.
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What makes this passage special to us as we consider God’s 
desire to show Himself to us is found when we consider the 
grammatical tenses of the verbs ask, seek, and knock. They 
are expressed as present imperatives in verse 9 and as pres-
ent participles in verse 10. Both tenses indicate continuous or 
repeated action. In other words, in this passage, Jesus was tell-
ing us to keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking, 
over and over. The implication is that you will keep on receiv-
ing, finding, and having doors opened to you in response. 
This is, in essence, what it means to experience relationship 
with God.

When the Lord reveals a part of Himself to us and we rec-
ognize His presence in our lives, it should lead every willing 
heart to examine every implication of that revelation. When I 
see, for example, the protective arm of God shielding me from 
hurt, harm, and danger and I acknowledge Him in my life as 
my strength and buckler, then I begin to understand how He 
kept me when I didn’t know how to call on Him, when I didn’t 
even know that was an option. I start to get a little braver about 
my tomorrows because I know that He will be watching over 
me. I see His mercy, grace, long-suffering, and love colored 
with His desire to protect me. As I study every facet and fold 
of this newly understood aspect of God, my prayers take on 
new depth and boldness. My praise is expanded, and my wor-
ship is more complete. The more I see of God, the more I want 
to know, so the more I ask, seek, and knock.

Relationship is the flowering of the curiosity created by 
every new unveiling of God’s person to us. It is through 
relationship that intimacy knits us to the very heart of the 
Almighty. Most couples fall in love gradually as they learn 
about each other. As God teaches us more and more about 
Himself and reveals more and more of His heart to us, we fall 
more and more in love with Him, and we get an increasingly 
clearer understanding of how in love with us He already is. 
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Remember, God already knows everything about us. In rela-
tionship with Him, He’s telling us not only who He is, but also 
who we are.

An odd thing happens in relationship with God. As our 
intimacy with Him increases, a strange paradox arises within 
us. God appears to be more loving, while we appear to be less 
lovable. As He becomes more wonderful to us, we become 
more full of wonder that He not only loves us but also chooses 
to love us. At this point we can choose to be overwhelmed 
with shame, overinflated with pride, or overcome with grati-
tude. The first option will cause us to resist God. The second 
will cause God to resist us. But the third will transform us.

Reflection
I can’t say that I’m completely comfortable with knowing 

that I have crossed the divide between “young man” and, well, 
the guy I am now. What I find most unnerving about aging is 
that it doesn’t happen with your permission or within your 
scope. Time takes its toll on you stealthily, prompting elastic 
musculature to pack its bags and whisper to quite a few of 
the hairs on your head, “The achy joints and the grays have 
arrived. Our work is done here.” So youth creeps out of you, its 
departure muffled by the thunderous footfalls of Obligation 
and Responsibility, adulthood’s tireless companions. Nobody 
leaves you so much as a Post-It Note. The mirror is the only 
one kind enough—or cruel enough—to break the news to you. 
As time continues to steal features and faculties from you, 
your reflection continues to report it. It doesn’t lie to you, and 
it won’t let anyone else lie to you. It keeps an accurate account 
of your relationship with time.

Spiritually speaking, our reflection keeps an accurate account 
of our relationship with God. Every encounter with God is 
documented in our reflection. How we appear spiritually tells 
others and us about how well we’re getting along with Him. 
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Over time, laughter, a healthy diet, smoking, exercise, stress, 
alcohol, and drugs will tell their story on the body of a person. 
Likewise, faith, fear, bitterness, joy, contentment, peace, pride, 
and anger will imprint the spirit, depending on our relation-
ship with God.

Reflection is God’s way of telling us that He is at work in 
us. It is confirmation that He has entered the door we opened 
and has consented to sup with us. In relationship, we come 
to know a person better. When we reflect a person, we have 
decided that he is worth emulating. God is perfect, which 
means we’re not in relationship with Him for Him to become 
more like us. The goal is to become more like Him, so when 
we reflect Him, that is His signal to us that the relationship 
is working. Revelation says, “I see.” Recognition says, “I see 
God.” Relationship declares, “I see God with me.” Reflection 
shouts, “I see God in me!”

Reflection is God’s glory produced in us. And because 
God’s glory is always greater than we are, any exposure to 
it and expression of it expands us and changes us. In other 
words, when we reflect God’s glory, we see Him in ourselves. 
His reflection becomes a new revelation to us. The cycle of rev-
elation, recognition, relationship, and reflection begins anew, 
on another level. As God becomes more visible to us, He is also 
becoming more visible in us. Then we live out the goal of the 
cycle, which is to participate in the divine nature even as we 
are transformed to express it. Paul called it being transformed 
“from glory to glory” in 2 Corinthians 3:18. In Psalm 84:7 man 
is said to go from “strength to strength.” And in Romans 1:17, 
the righteousness of God is said to be unveiled “from faith to 
faith.” Each of these phrases suggests progressive exposure to 
the things of God.

Not surprisingly, our own anatomy reveals this very pat-
tern. You wouldn’t give a newborn a fifty-pound dumbbell to 
lift. He couldn’t handle the weight of it. He can barely raise his 
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bottle to his mouth. But after he has grown some and gotten 
some muscles, some coordination, and some understanding, 
the baby-turned-young man will be able to lift that and even-
tually more. The more we grow, the more we’re able to do. The 
same thing is true in our fellowship with God. It is a process.

A Model of Perfection

As a pastor, I will have to stand before God one day and 
give an account of the men and women who have been left 
in my care. He will look at all my congregation and examine 
their hearts to see if the Word He entrusted to me found 
its way there, and if it has, He will check to see if it was 
watered and watched to the best of my ability. As a preacher 
and teacher, I can expect to be held responsible for studying 
to show myself approved before God and for communicating 
what I learned, not just in word, but also in deed, for Paul said 
that I am to be an example for those whom God has placed in 
my custody. (See 2 Thessalonians 3:9.)

That accounting will include more than just the membership 
of Faithful Central Bible Church in Los Angeles, California. 
It also will include those pastors who fall under my supervi-
sion as presiding bishop of the Macedonia International Bible 
Fellowship. It even will extend to the people who read my 
books and listen to my tapes, if I consider what Christ said 
to the Pharisees in Matthew 12:36–37: “But I say unto you, 
That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give an 
account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” 
Although I know that was not an exhortation made specifi-
cally to pastors, I am considered among the men (and women) 
who have the potential to speak idly.

To be honest, there have been times when I have wished I 
could be absolved of my pastoral responsibilities, though not 
for the reasons you might think. I don’t mind the things that 
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some pastors consider to be the “headaches” of ministry. I 
enjoy the work that goes into preparing my sermons. Dealing 
with different personalities, especially in leadership, can be 
tedious, but it’s not unbearable enough to make me question 
my call. I have seen senior pastors who never developed a love 
for people. I am not in that number. I am honored and hum-
bled at the people I have been blessed to shepherd.

But as I preach, teach, lead, and watch over them, I walk 
a kind of spiritual tightrope. As a preacher, I want people to 
listen to me, but I want them to hear God. As a teacher, I want 
people to understand, but I want their understanding to go 
beyond what I’ve said to what God is saying to them. People 
should follow you if you’re a leader. If you say you’re a leader 
and nobody is following you, you’re just taking a walk. But 
there’s a thin line between following me and following me. I 
am called to watch over the people of God, but the people are 
not my possession. They are God’s. I’m just a steward. I never 
want to stand before God one day and be accused of stealing 
God’s property. 

I have at times wished I was not accountable for the people 
of God because of a very real danger present for any pastor 
who takes his call seriously. We run the risk of producing 
good clones instead of good Christians. It’s too easy to fall into 
the trap of being satisfied as long as our congregation comes to 
church every Sunday, listens, shouts, dances, gives, then goes 
home without a complaint, without checking to see if they have 
a personal relationship with God—one that doesn’t require us 
as a go-between. We can become so busy with carrying crip-
pled people to God that we won’t be able to do what we were 
called to do, and that is carry the healing Word of God to the 
crippled people. If we’re not careful, we’ll be judged for trying 
to create God in our own image instead of allowing God to 
recreate us in His.
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Every once in awhile, I have to remind people that my arms 
may be able to hug them, but, unlike God’s arms, they will fall 
short of saving. My eyes don’t see everything. I may miss that 
deep pain in their hearts. And if I do see it, I can’t make them 
whole again. From time to time I have to remind myself that I 
didn’t climb up on a cross and die, so I can’t keep some people 
out of hell, and I certainly can’t be counted on to be sinless, 
sacrificial, or selfless all the time. I will not bat a thousand in 
those areas. I won’t even come close. Mercy suits my case as 
much as anybody else’s.

Because I’m not God, I will leave you. Because I’m not Christ, 
I will forsake you. I want you to hear what I’m saying because 
I know I’m not the only one who has tried to save the world. 
And I know I’m not the only one who has looked for salvation 
in things and people other than God.

I believe this book is, in part, God’s word to all of us that 
He is, and will always be, our only Hero. My prayer is that it 
would reveal God to you in a way that 
will confront you, challenge you, and 
change you. As we focus on the anatomy 
of God, consider the loving-kindness that 
placed the miraculous image of almighty 
God not right next to you, but right on 
you and right in you. He did that so you’d know that He would 
never be further from you than you are from Him. He wants 
you to study Him, up close and personal. He wants to teach 
you what it means to live, move, and have your being in Him 
by living, moving, and being in you.

You will find, as you seek to understand the anatomy of God, 
that whenever God shows you anything about His person, it 
always tells you something about His personality. God is in 
actuality a Spirit. His only reason for showing Himself to us 
anatomically is to help us get a handle on His nature. That’s 

This book is, in 
part, God’s word to 
all of us that He is, 
and will always be, 

our only Hero.
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why what we’re going to see of God’s anatomy is as significant 
as what we won’t see. We won’t see, for example, the knees of 
God or the legs of God. Knees or kneeling in Scripture depict 
submission, fear, begging, or worship. None of these is a qual-
ity or behavior of God. All are behaviors of man toward God.

Legs appear in the Bible as an image of human strength. 
Psalm 147:10 says that God “taketh not pleasure in the legs of a 
man,” meaning He’s not impressed with man’s power. It is not 
surprising, then, that we don’t find an actual reference to “the 
legs of God” in Scripture, despite instances where we read of 
people “walking” with God. Legs also move us from one place 
to another and figuratively represent our way of life, lived out 
day to day. God is eternally self-existent, living outside of time; 
His life doesn’t unfold or “happen” the way ours do. He just 
is. Moreover, He doesn’t move from one place to another. He is 
omnipresent, in all places at all times at the same time.

The shoulders represent labor or work. God ceased from 
His labors after six days, so we will not find the shoulders of 
God pictured in Scripture. The neck is used to reference ser-
vitude, submission, or complete subjection. God is God, and 
beside Him there is none other. He reigns supreme above all 
things always. The neck is also illustrative of the inward incli-
nation of the heart. Israel was called a “stiffnecked people” 
(Exodus 32:9), an allusion to their hearts, which were resistant 
to the things of God. We will learn in a later chapter that the 
heart of God is revealed in all the other parts of His anatomy.

Presenting our back to another person means we are reject-
ing him, and because we serve a God who has said He would 
never leave or forsake us, we don’t see Him showing us His 
back. Moses saw God’s “back side” as He passed by, but that 
was to spare Moses certain death at facing His holiness head-
on. Only Jesus has beheld God fully, according to John, who 
proclaimed in his Gospel that the Son exists “in the bosom 
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of the Father” and has declared Him unto us (John 1:18). The 
Bible speaks of Israel’s King Jeroboam casting God behind his 
back, and of Israel doing the same with His statutes; this is 
the ultimate rebuff. (See 1 Kings 14:9; Nehemiah 9:26; Ezekiel 
23:35.) That is something we never see God doing—except 
when it comes to His forgiving our sins. (See Isaiah 38:17.)

We humans are prone to seeing all things from a very ego-
centric perspective. God knows this, or He would not make 
the effort to paint a picture of Himself on the canvas we spend 
the most time looking at—ourselves. One day we will all stand 
before Him to account for our time here, and the only question 
that will concern Him on that day will be, “Do you look like 
Me?” If we have been diligent to read the love letter He has 
penned to us on the parchment of our own fallible and fault-
ridden frames, we will rejoice to answer Him. If we will stop 
wondering what God has to say on earth about us and start 
seeking out what we have to say on earth about Him, then our 
vanity will not have been in vain. If you finish this book and 
all you learn is that you were made for God’s pleasure and not 
He for yours, you will have learned much. What an amazing 
thing it will be to know that you please God!

The gifts on this journey you are about to take are many 
and varied. As God reveals His spectacular body to you, you 
will discover the glory of His awesome love for you. You’ll 
discover that He is not hiding from you. In fact, Acts 17:27 says 
we were made to come looking for Him: “That they should 
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us.”

Shall we?




