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Foreword

M atthew 22:14 says, “For many are called, but few are 
chosen,” not because God is a respecter of persons, 
but because few are willing to pay the price of full 

surrender and be yielded vessels for the Master’s use.

You will read in the pages of this biography how Kathryn 
Kuhlman’s spiritual journey took her one Saturday afternoon 
to a dead-end street where she died to self, died to the flesh, 
and surrendered unto Him all there was of her, becoming a 
vessel the Holy Spirit could mightily use for the glory of God. 
And mightily used she was.

Kathryn Kuhlman was a woman who believed in miracles 
because she believed in God. And she believed in a “big” God 
with whom all things are possible, a God who has the answer 
to every need in everyone’s life, no matter what those needs 
may be.

Throughout her years of ministry, thousands were healed 
during the services by the power of the Holy Spirit—and she 
was ever so careful never to take the glory, always emphasizing, 
“Kathryn Kuhlman has nothing to do with the healing of sick 
bodies.” She often acknowledged, “I have no healing power. 
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It’s the power of God that does the healing. The only part I 
have is making Jesus real to the hearts of men and women.”

She was uncompromisingly “sold out” to God, loved Him 
will all of her heart, served Him with all of her being, and had 
a tremendous burden for souls. When asked what she regarded 
as the ultimate goal of her ministry, she replied without hesita-
tion, “My purpose is the salvation of souls. Divine healing is 
secondary to the transformation of a life.”

Kathryn Kuhlman had a heart of love and compassion for 
others and stated often, “Love is something you do…you can’t 
love without doing and giving.” She also said, “Helping people 
is the most rewarding thing in the world. You do not have to be 
a Kathryn Kuhlman to help people. That should be the goal of 
every Christian—WE WERE ALL BORN TO SERVE.”

You will be blessed and challenged as you read this spiri-
tual biography of the life and ministry of Kathryn Kuhlman.

—Carol Gray, Executive Director
The Kathryn Kuhlman Foundation



Dedication
Behind every ministry is the support team that holds up 

the hands of the minister, as Aaron and Hur did for Moses 
in Exodus 17:12. I would like to express my appreciation and 
thanks to those people who loyally served Kathryn Kuhlman 
and assisted her throughout the decades of her ministry. Her 
anointing could not have influenced the world to the vast 
extent that it has without those people, who so faithfully and 
tirelessly supported her.

—Roberts Liardon
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Introduction
“I believe in miracles.”

A fter attending a Kathryn Kuhlman Miracle Service, 
thousands of people would leave saying, “I believe in 
miracles, too!” What people experienced during her 

meetings was extraordinary beyond human comprehension.

From the time I attended my first Kathryn Kuhlman ser-
vice as a young boy, I have been fascinated by her life and min-
istry. My purpose in writing this book is not to retell the story 
of her natural life, but to draw some spiritual lessons from 
her life. More than a biography, this is an observation of her 
personal odyssey and an examination of the many things that 
were occurring in the spiritual realm during her time.

Miss Kuhlman was one of the key players in God’s plan for 
His twentieth-century church. In a literal sense of the word, 
she was a forerunner of the church of the future. There was 
a prophetic tone in her ministry that showed what the church 
would be like in times to come.

Kathryn Kuhlman laid a world foundation for the work-
ings of the Holy Spirit. Her ministry shifted the focus of the 
body of Christ from the supernatural gifts manifested in the 
Pentecostal movement back to the Giver of the gifts, the Holy 
Spirit.
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She was unique, though she called herself ordinary. The word 
unique is overused and misused today, but who else in modern 
times was like Kathryn Kuhlman? Many have tried to imitate 
her voice and theatrical mannerisms but have failed. Many have 
tried to translate the anointing that was on her into techniques 
and methods but have not achieved it. Those attempting to copy 
her have had no power, no anointing, and nowhere near the 
lasting impact and legacy of Kathryn Kuhlman.

Miss Kuhlman was a woman of great humility who was 
careful to give God all of the glory for everything that occurred 
in her life and ministry. She stated consistently that the heal-
ings that occurred through her ministry were not her doing 
but the work of God. People came forward in her meetings to 
testify of their healing, not to receive healing.

Kathryn Kuhlman was a woman so thoroughly dependent 
and yielded to the lordship of Jesus Christ that the Holy Spirit 
had liberty to do through her as He desired. The miraculous 
was so evident in her meetings that even the worst skeptic 
would leave in bewilderment—even more, many would leave 
believing that Jesus does still perform miracles. Such was the 
visible proof that God did indeed work powerfully through 
His “handmaiden,” Kathryn Johanna Kuhlman.

I thank God for Kathryn Kuhlman, an example of one 
who was unafraid to pay the price to walk in His service. I am 
grateful for the lessons I have learned through her life, and 
I want to share some of those lessons in this book—many of 
them in her own words.

May those called to minister in this hour walk the road 
that Kathryn Kuhlman helped pave: the road of the miraculous!

—Roberts Liardon
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Chapter 1

A Miracle Service
“Why aren’t they all healed?”

T he tall, attractive woman in a flowing chiffon gown 
poises motionless at the bottom of four steps that 
lead up to a door. At some internal cue, she glides 

up the steps, stopping on the last one. She walks to the door 
and, as she has done countless times before, rests her hand 
on the black doorknob. There, she “dies a thousand deaths,” 
something she does every time before walking through that 
door.

On the other side of the door, a sea of people are anxiously 
anticipating the arrival of Kathryn Kuhlman. Many are in 
great pain. Some, in wheelchairs or on stretchers, made Her-
culean efforts to be there. Others came from nearly impossible 
distances, just to be in the presence of this woman who believes 
so powerfully in God’s miracles. 

Miss Kuhlman knows that without yielding to the Holy 
Spirit in many “deaths to self,” she prevents Him from moving 
freely through her to heal the people waiting for her on the 
other side of that door. 
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She turns the knob, billows out, and makes her way to 
center stage, Carnegie Hall. A spiritual current surges through 
the people seated in the cavernous auditorium. There, facing 
her, are people from all races, creeds, and religions. They 
have come from all over the world seeking help. They have 
heard that in the presence of Kathryn Kuhlman, the sick are 
healed—including many whom medical science has given up 
on. They are without hope, virtually sentenced to die by their 
conditions or diseases. 

Miss Kuhlman is well aware that she cannot heal a single 
one of the these people. In fact, she never claimed to heal 
anyone. She depends on the unseen Source of her life, her best 
Friend, the Holy Spirit. 

Miss Kuhlman’s face breaks into a wide smile as she greets 
the vast sea of people. She flows across the stage, sharing from 
her heart the truth that she knows so well about the One whom 
she trusts beyond all human understanding. 

Pointing toward the main floor, she declares, “There—
asthma is being healed.”

“I see the Holy Spirit in this area of the auditorium,” she 
exclaims and points to the wheelchair area. Tears begin to 
trickle down her cheeks as she looks at the upper balcony and 
states, “Up there, someone is being healed of sugar diabetes.”

Suddenly, it’s happening all over the building! People are 
rising from wheelchairs and from seats, amazed and inexpress-
ibly happy. Braces are discarded. Wheelchairs are abandoned. 
Hearing aids are removed—forever! They are healed! Up on 
stage they go, to stand in front of the woman who has sum-
moned them, the woman who believes in miracles.

“What happened to you?” she asks one, with genuine 
enthusiasm and curiosity. They explain their miraculous 
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healing. “How do you know?” she prompts, gently urging them 
to publicly proclaim the healing.

Those in Miss Kuhlman’s vicinity begin to fall backward 
under the power of the Holy Spirit, while thousands in the 
auditorium cry and laugh with the healed.

Several hours later, the service concludes. There on the 
stage stands Miss Kuhlman, weeping as 
the people leave the building. But why 
is she crying after such a powerful and 
beautiful service? It is because she saw 
some who were still in wheelchairs being 
pushed outside to be taken home. Those 
poor souls were not healed. As tears 
stream down her face, she asks, “Why?”, 
even more disappointed than those who 
went away unhealed.

She steps off of the platform, walks back through the door 
and down the four steps, wondering whether or not she had 
fully yielded to the Holy Spirit that night.

All of her life, Kathryn Kuhlman will question whether 
she could have better cooperated with the Holy Spirit, even 
though she yielded and cooperated to a degree few ministers 
and church leaders have ever achieved.

With tears of compassion flowing down her face, she asks 
God the question that will remain unanswered throughout her 
life: “Why weren’t they all healed?”

The Touch of Her Anointin g
The first time I ever saw Kathryn Kuhlman I was seven 

years old. The Civic Center auditorium in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

Have you 
yielded your life 
completely to the 
Holy Spirit?
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was already packed, so we had to sit on the third floor of the 
center and listen to her through an intercom system. I remem-
ber her deep, melodious voice and the unusual manner in 
which she spoke: gentle and dancing, yet strong and com-
manding. 

Toward the end of the service, as people began to leave, 
we slipped down into the auditorium. I stood there, watching 
Miss Kuhlman up on the stage as the musicians played the last 
song of the service. I don’t recall exactly what she was saying, 
but hundreds of people were pressing toward the platform, 
just to get near her, to touch her, to shake her hand. That 
sight of her, the immense crowds, the packed auditorium, the 
crying and laughing people, will forever be imprinted in my 
memory. 

Whenever Miss Kuhlman departed from the building after 
her services, the ushers would band together and lock arms 
to create a circle of protection around her, because people 
would wait outside the building after services so they could 
try to touch her or grab a piece of her clothing, hoping for 
her anointing to rub off on them. People would often become 
quite aggressive in their attempts to get close to her.

The second time Kathryn Kuhlman came to Tulsa, I was 
there to see her again. She spoke at the Mabee Center on the 
Oral Roberts University campus. The building was jammed to 
its capacity of 12,000. My mother was part of the special choir 
for the service and had taken part in a rehearsal with Miss 
Kuhlman a few weeks earlier, so my family had been talking of 
this meeting for awhile. 

I had often spoken with friends about the miracles that 
took place in Miss Kuhlman’s services. Long before she even 
entered the building, an expectancy had built up in the people 
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because of the testimonies of the miracles and the moving of 
the Holy Spirit that preceded her, and they were anxious to 
receive from God and hear what He was going to reveal.

The church my family attended had a special section 
reserved in the balcony. From where we sat, Miss Kuhlman 
looked like a white speck. The auditorium was dark. A lone 
spotlight illuminated her. She wore her trademark flowing, 
white dress. Although she was a tall woman, from way up in 
the balcony, she looked tiny. She greeted everyone in that 
deep, melodious voice. I don’t recall much about that particu-
lar sermon—but I do remember her weeping.

Then, as she seemed to be concluding her message, she 
suddenly began to speak words of knowledge and to call 
people out. Several nuns in wheelchairs rose up and, along 
with some other people, walked unhindered to the stage! It 
was an incredible healing service.

For weeks afterward, people were ecstatic about the meet-
ing. There was talk of those who were healed and how miracu-
lously God had moved. This occurred in every one of Kathryn 
Kuhlman’s services.

The third time Kathryn Kuhlman came to Tulsa, I was 
not able to attend. However, my mother was again part of the 
choir and was able to take my grandmother. They arrived 
early at the Mabee Center so they could get close enough to 
see Miss Kuhlman clearly.

What my grandmother remembers most about Kathryn 
Kuhlman that night was her white gown. What she remembers 
most about the service was the sight of crippled people sud-
denly walking! When Miss Kuhlman was calling out sicknesses 
and diseases as healed, my grandmother heard a metallic rus-
tling noise behind her. When she turned around, she realized 
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that the noise was the sound of people leaving their wheel-
chairs.

“So many people got up and left their wheelchairs—I 
would estimate at least ten or fifteen,” she told me. “Those 
kinds of miracles cannot be understood with the natural 
mind.”

The second most vivid thing my grandmother remem-
bered about that service was that everyone Kathryn Kuhlman 
came close to or touched was slain in the Spirit and fell back-
wards under His power. At times, even ushers were affected by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and fell in the aisles.

Miss Kuhlman referred to her sermons as “heart-to-heart 
talks,” in which she would share her inner thoughts and the 

impressions of her spirit, as well as truths 
from the Bible. Those talks brought her 
hearers into a closer knowledge of the 
realm of the Spirit, where she walked. 
That “place” was such a reality to her 
that she was able to make it real to those 
who heard her with the “listening ears” 
of the Spirit.

During a Kathryn Kuhlman service, 
one could feel the continual moving of the power of the Holy 
Spirit in a tangible way throughout the service, from begin-
ning to end. Becoming aware of that realm brought people 
to a realization that they too could experience His power, and 
they eagerly reached out for the Holy Spirit, which Miss Kuhl-
man seemed to usher into her presence.

After Miss Kuhlman talked for some time, the congrega-
tion would suddenly be in unity with her, and the miracles 
would begin. It was the hungering of the people for the kind 

Miracles cannot 
be understood 
with the  

natural mind.
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of relationship she had with the Holy Spirit that brought the 
miracles to them.

I believe the day will come when we will operate in that 
same fashion, in a greater demonstration of the miraculous 
than any we have seen since the great days of Kathryn Kuhl-
man.

A Historic Day in Church History
On July 4, 1948, Kathryn Kuhlman held her first “miracle 

service” at Carnegie Hall in Pittsburgh. Her services contin-
ued there for twenty years. I believe they might just be the 
most amazing services since the days of the apostles.

Her services began with music. Kathryn always knew the 
value of music in bringing a crowd into unity of spirit. She 
always used only the best musicians; partly because she enjoyed 
music so much, but mainly because she felt that anything done 
for the Lord ought to be the absolute best.

Jimmy Miller, a pianist at People’s Church (a large church 
on the north side of Pittsburgh), and Charles Beebee, the 
organist at the same church, were at their instruments in Car-
negie Hall for that first service and remained with the Kuhl-
man ministry until Kathryn passed away decades later.

In 1952, Dr. Arthur Metcalfe, director of the Mendelssohn 
Choir in Pittsburgh, joined Miss Kuhlman’s services as choir 
director and remained with her until he died in 1975, one year 
to the day before her death.

Still later, well-known pianist Dino Kartsonakis joined her 
ministry and stayed until shortly before her death, and noted 
baritone Jimmie McDonald was soloist for her services until 
she died.
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From the beginning, Kathryn Kuhlman’s services at Car-
negie Hall were packed to overflowing. When she was there, 
the hall was always filled with an indescribable sense of expec-
tancy. The emotions of those attending were deeply affected. 
However, in some people, emotions were perhaps all that 
was involved. But the excitement in her meetings (and in any 
meeting where the presence of the Holy Spirit visits) was not 
initiated in emotion. In Kathryn’s services, His presence was 
manifested in an anointed healing that bathed the soul and 
body in waves of cleansing. Even those who did not receive 
bodily healing left the meetings, I believe, with wounds and 
hurts healed and with the cares of the world at least temporar-
ily left by the wayside.

Many of those who came only to scoff or to criticize her 
were eventually affected themselves as much as those who came 

expecting to receive. Miss Kuhlman often 
talked about the fact that some unbeliev-
ers actually received healing and how 
those incidents challenged her theology. 
However, it seems that only those who 
had developed hardened hearts through 
having resisted the Lord for long peri-
ods of time, or those whose minds were 
“programmed” against the supernatural, 

or those who had walked in religious “tradition,” were unaf-
fected by the atmosphere in her miracle services. They were 
like boulders or logs that a fresh-running stream must flow 
around. They sat like islands in a lake of healing power and 
remained unaffected.

On the other hand, for various reasons, not all of those who 
were touched by the presence of the Holy Spirit, or who were 
aware of the supernatural manifestation, received healing.

The Holy 
Spirit ’s anointin g 
was like a lake 
of healin g power.
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Interpretin g the Holy Spirit

The key to understanding the miracle ministry of Kath-
ryn Kuhlman is to understand the way the Holy Spirit chooses 
to manifest. As a group of people would come into unity with 
Him, He would flow outward across the room like a wave of 
cleansing, healing water. Any disease or condition that could 
be moved was washed away. Only the Lord knows the indi-
vidual reasons why some of the diseases or conditions were not 
affected by the wave. However, the root cause of lack of heal-
ing did not lie with the Holy Spirit—He was there for all who 
could receive.

On the other hand, there should never be any condem-
nation placed on those who were not healed. The cause is 
between that person and God. That kind of condemnation 
grieved Kathryn Kuhlman greatly when she saw it as she vis-
ited tent meetings of some ministers in the healing revival of 
the 1940s. Miss Kuhlman passionately believed that the person 
who went to a meeting expecting healing and did not receive 
it needed love, compassion, and prayer; not judging, criticism, 
or condemnation. The loving attitude of the pastors, family 
members, friends, and staff might make all the difference in 
that person receiving healing the next time.

Miss Kuhlman’s understanding that she did not know 
what the Holy Spirit was doing until He told her kept her from 
putting Him in a box or from falling into the trap of formu-
las and methods. This clear knowledge that without Him she 
could do nothing is what kept her sensitive to the Holy Spirit 
and walking close enough with Him to be able to truly know 
Him. The Holy Spirit used her as an interpreter of what He had 
done, rather than as a vessel for His healing power. She would 
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explain to people what the Holy Spirit was doing as He told 
her. 

Some critics believed that Kathryn Kuhlman deliberately 
staged her services; however, those who were sensitive to the 
moving of the Holy Spirit knew who was actually performing 
the miracles.

The presence of the Holy Spirit cannot be faked, staged, 
or manipulated. Only a genuine desire and respect for His 
presence will open the door for Him to manifest. That desire 
and reverence is what Kathryn Kuhlman uniquely possessed 
and was able to communicate to her audiences.

As she said many times, she was more than willing to pay 
the price in order to be totally used by the Lord. Therefore, He 
was able to manifest more fully in her services than in the ser-
vices of many other ministers. The Holy Spirit is present within 
every born-again believer. However, His presence was within 
Kathryn Kuhlman in that full, almost tangible way, whether she 
was on stage preaching or simply walking down the street.

It is possible that she had so dealt with desires of the world 
and of the flesh that the Holy Spirit had fewer “boulders and 
logs” to flow around within her. That does not mean that she 
was perfect. Until she died, the Lord was still working on her 
as He is on all of us; but just think how much God could use any 
of us who would only be willing to give up as much of the “life 
of self” as Kathryn Kuhlman did!

In the Great Awakening revival, they called this “sanctifi-
cation.” In Philippians 2:12 the apostle Paul called it “working 
out your own salvation.” Paul was not talking about salvation 
of the Spirit (which brings eternal life), he was talking about 
areas of the soul and body that retain the old sin nature of 
man, instead of being like the new nature of the Spirit.
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The minute we become born-again, we become a house 

divided against our own selves. By sovereign grace, we have 
the nature of Christ imputed to us, and our “dead” spirit is 
brought alive by the impartation of the 
life of God within us. But our mind, emo-
tions, and body still need to be renewed, 
conformed to the image of Christ, as 
explained in Romans 8:29. How do we 
do this? The same way Kathryn Kuhl-
man did: Give up those things of “self” 
that are of the old nature, and allow the 
Holy Spirit the same authority over our 
mind, emotions, and body that He has 
over our spirit! We must stop serving two 
masters and “take up our cross daily” and follow Jesus (Mat-
thew 16:24).

To take up our cross, or getting on the cross to be crucified 
and resurrected, means to live in a spirit of “not my will, but 
Thine be done” (Luke 22:42 nkjv). When we can truly say those 
words to the Lord, then the Holy Spirit will have free reign in 
our life. And then...miracles can happen!

An Atmosphere of Praise and Worship
“Setting the stage” for the appearance of the Holy Spirit 

cannot be done in natural ways. He will not be “stage-managed.” 
Kathryn Kuhlman set the stage for Him through her own 
expectancy of His presence. Her dependency on Him is what 
drew Him to her.

By not knowing exactly how the Holy Spirit was going to 
move until He had done it, she was more excited and inter-
ested than anyone else in her meetings. Some have said she 
kept a “girl-like excitement,” but it was actually a childlike 

We must give 
up the thin gs of 
“self ” and give 

the Holy Spirit 
authority.
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faith, coupled with her knowledge of the wonderful things 
He had done in all of the previous services. Sensitivity to His 
presence, a childlike faith that He would come and do good 
things, and past knowledge of His goodness and mercy kept 
her always walking out onto that stage with an almost electric 
sense of expectancy.

In her book about Kathryn Kuhlman, Helen Hosier 
described in the following words how Miss Kuhlman operated: 

All the things I had been taught about healing I 
had to unlearn in Kathryn’s meetings as it was always a 
new approach...She interviewed each person as if it were 
the first time she had seen a miracle. She always was 
excited about the healings and (her excitement) inspired 
faith....

She constantly gave all the glory to God for the heal-
ings. She knew she was not a “faith healer.” The minute 
she walked on the stage, she created a beautiful atmo-
sphere of praise and worship. This, too, inspired faith. 
You could feel the presence of many angels who assisted 
Kathryn in her meetings. Only God knows the secret 
and the full impact of her ministry.

Kathryn was a born organizer. She was like a spiri-
tual general in the Lord’s army. Her ushers were trained, 
one by one, to handle problems and emergencies. The 
choir had a special director to prepare them for min-
istry. Lady advisors were taught to be led by the Holy 
Spirit. Workers were assigned to a special area, so all the 
audience could be ministered to. 1

1 Hosier, Helen Kooiman. Kathryn Kuhlman: The Life She Led, The Legacy 
She Left (Old Tappan: Fleming H. Revell, a division of Baker Publishing 
Group, 1976), p. 125.
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The direction of Miss Kuhlman’s ministry came from the 

Holy Spirit. However, her character had been formed during 
her childhood. Thus, much of her behavior and activities 
in adulthood were an outgrowth of character traits instilled 
within her from early on. 

Just as the lives of twelve ordinary men proved over 2,000 
years ago that the Lord can raise any willing person up to 
miracuous heights, so did the unextraordinary childhood of 
Kathryn Kuhlman prove the same. 



Carnegie Hall, April 3, 1975:

A typical healing service:
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