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I N T R O D U C T I O N

God is not through with us yet.

The Pentecostal Movement that began in the Azusa Street Mission

in Los Angeles in 1906 and the Charismatic Renewal that followed in the

middle of the twentieth century are still rocking our world. The final

revivals of our age will be—as all other revivals—works of the Holy

Spirit. God is still working through His universal Church all throughout

the world, regardless of denominational labels and personal prejudices.

The truth of the matter is, regardless of what we call ourselves as

Christians, Jesus is coming back, and every day that passes takes us clos-

er to that return. What should we be doing and how should we be prepar-

ing to be ready for Him?

God has never left his people without warning. While it is true that

the first and best source of prophecy is God’s revealed Word to us in the

Bible, God has also chosen to speak to each generation of the earth

through dreams and visions. This is what Peter spoke of on the day of

Pentecost: 

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour

out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters

shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your

old men shall dream dreams: 

And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in

those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. . . .

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name

of the Lord shall be saved.

A c t s  2 : 1 6 - 1 8 ,  2 1
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With this in mind, and because of the great interest in the Smith

Wigglesworth prophecy that was given to David du Plessis, we decided to

put together this book. Why has this prophecy so caught the attention of

believers worldwide? After all, this was not a prophecy given to the

Church universal, nor even a simple body of believers such as is record-

ed in the first few chapters of Revelation, but it is a vision given to one

minister who is then told to go and describe it to another. It was really a

personal prophecy given to one man, David du Plessis. So why all the

interest?

There are a number of reasons, the foremost of which is the revival

this vision foretold and its significance to the expansion of Christianity in

the second half of the twentieth century. What Smith Wigglesworth saw

in that vision was the Charismatic Renewal—a revival in the traditional

denominations that had formerly rejected the Pentecostals and their

“experience” to turn to and embrace that same experience as thousands

among them received the baptism of the Holy Spirit for themselves. The

prophecy also spoke of the place of David du Plessis—who became

known as “Mr. Pentecost”—in helping that revival to happen. In this

light, it is easy to see that this prophecy is actually one of the most impor-

tant events of Church history in the last century as it both foretold and

catalyzed what could easily be seen as the greatest move of the Holy

Spirit to date.

Echoing this is the vision given to Rev. Tommy Hicks. This vision

was not to be given only to one person, as was the Wigglesworth prophe-

cy, but was for the Body of Christ at large and was first shared at a meet-

ing of the Full Gospel Businessman’s Fellowship, one of the prime movers

of the Charismatic Renewal. By looking at and learning from Rev.

Wigglesworth’s prophecy to David du Plessis and how Rev. du Plessis

walked it out, there is a good deal we can learn from looking at Rev. Hicks’

vision about the end-times church and walking it out in our lifetimes. 
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The next great move of God does not rely on receiving new words of

prophecy, but taking the ones we already have and living them out. 

As it has often been said, whether we are the last generation on the

earth or not, it is our last generation to influence our world for Jesus, and

we need to be in the flow of the Holy Spirit to do so. It is not time for

Him to bless our plans, but for us to hook up with His plans—plans that

have already been blessed from the time of creation. 

As we said before, God is not through with us yet—and there is still

a lot He wants us to do. Do you want to be part of that plan? Then, as

you read this book, be open to what He wants to teach you, and be ready

to apply these truths and live just as David du Plessis, Smith

Wigglesworth, and Tommy Hicks did—“exceeding abundantly above all

that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”1

1 Ephesians 3:20.
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Smith Wigglesworth—
“The Apostle of Faith”

P A R T  O N E

The Smith Wigglesworth Prophecy
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C H A P T E R

:: 1 ::

Smith Wigglesworth 
and the Pentecostal Movement

When Smith Wigglesworth was born on June 8, 1859, in the small

village of Menston, Yorkshire, England, God’s plans for the twentieth and

twenty-first centuries were already afoot. Although the United States was

on the verge of the Civil War, the Third Great Wakening was sweeping

the country, renewing hunger for God, and setting the stage for the

Holiness Movement. At the same time in England, the changing climate

of the industrial revolution gave way to a growing population of unem-

ployed, homeless families. The churches of the traditional denominations

chose to try to keep these destitute out of their churches, but William and

Catherine Booth’s Salvation Army brought revival to the streets as they

preached the Gospel wherever they could. In addition to this, in Wales

prayers were being raised for a new awakening of the gifts of the Holy

Spirit and for God’s presence to again engulf the churches. Through

these movements, barriers were being removed between people hungry

for God’s presence in their lives, and foundations were laid for a new rev-

elation of living by the power of God. It was time, after centuries of tak-

ing a back seat to the doctrines of men, for the Holy Spirit to fill God’s

people with all of His gifts in manifestation.

Smith Wigglesworth’s younger years were marked by this very

hunger for God, even though his parents were not Christians in these

early years. His grandmother, however, was an old-time Wesleyan, and

she always made sure that Smith attended meetings with her when she
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could. When he was eight, he joined in with the singing at one of these

meetings, and as he began, “a clear knowledge of the new birth” came to

him. He realized in that moment just what the death and resurrection of

Jesus meant for him, and he embraced it with his whole heart. From that

day forth, he never doubted his own salvation.

Soon he began operating as the evangelist, which would be most of

his life’s focus. His first convert was his own mother. When his father

realized what was happening, he started taking the family to an Episcopal

church. Although his father was never born again, he enjoyed the parson,

who just happened to frequent the same pub as he did, and remained a

faithful church-goer through Smith’s youth. 

The Wigglesworth family was poor, and rather than starting school,

at the age of six Smith got a job pulling turnips in a local field. A year

later, he and one of his brothers were working in a woolen mill twelve

hours a day. Smith’s father also worked long and hard to support his wife

and three sons. Because of this, Smith did not learn to read or write until

much later in his life. His desire to read the Bible was so great he finally

overcame this obstacle with the guidance of his wife and the revelation of

the Holy Spirit.

S M I T H G E T S I N V O L V E D W I T H T H E S A L V A T I O N A R M Y

When he was thirteen, his family moved from Menston to Bradford,

where Smith became deeply involved with the Wesleyan Methodist

Church. Even though he couldn’t read, it was at this time that Smith

began the habit of always having a copy of the New Testament with him

wherever he went. Then in 1875 when Smith was about sixteen, the

Salvation Army opened a mission in Bradford, and Smith found a power-

ful ally in his desire to see people come to a saving knowledge of Jesus

Christ. In the meetings he attended with the Salvationists, he soon

learned there was great power behind prayer and fasting. 
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At this juncture, it is important to point out that the Salvation Army

of that day was much different from the one we know today. While their

work was mainly among the poor, as it is today, at that time they saw the

best thing they had to offer anyone to bring them out of poverty was Jesus

Himself. Additionally, in those early years General Booth refused to harm

anyone’s dignity by giving a handout, but instead insisted that people

either pay a small price or work for their food and lodging. The main

activity of the Salvationists at that time was not opening soup kitchens

and collecting clothing but holding open-air meetings where new con-

verts shared their testimonies, and experienced believers played instru-

ments, sang, and preached the good news of salvation. They would even

form parades led by their marching bands to usher them to meeting halls.

Here it was not uncommon for people to come to the platform to throw

themselves down on the floor and ask God to save them, while those on

stage sang praises to God. Behind all of these efforts were long hours of

prayer. All-night prayer meetings were common, as was fasting. They

would claim fifty or a hundred souls for the next week, and then God

would bring those souls to hear the Word of God and receive that salva-

tion. Scores of people were saved through these efforts in Bradford. 

At seventeen, Smith met a Godly man at a mill who took him in as

an apprentice and taught him the plumbing trade. He also told Smith

about what the Bible taught on water baptism, and soon afterwards Smith

gladly obeyed and was baptized in water. During this time, he also

learned more about the second coming of Christ and strongly believed

that Jesus would come at the turn of the century. This made him ever

more vigilant to “change the course” of everyone he met. 

In 1877 at the age of nearly eighteen, Smith decided it was time to

set out on his own. He went to the home of a plumber and asked for a

job. When the plumber told him he had no need for any help, Smith

thanked him, apologized for using his time, and turned to walk away.
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Immediately, the man called him back. He said, “There is something

about you that is different. I just cannot let you go.”1 At that, the man

hired him on the spot.

S M I T H M E E T S P O L L Y

It was also around this time that Smith watched with great interest

as a young, socially affluent woman came forward in one of the Salvation

Army meetings and fell to her knees. She refused to pray with any of the

workers until the speaker known as “Gypsy” Tillie Smith came and

prayed with her. When they were done, the young woman jumped to her

feet, threw her gloves in the air, and shouted, “Hallelujah! It is done!”

The next night as she gave her testimony, Smith felt as if she belonged to

him. As Smith later said, “It seemed as if the inspiration of God was upon

her from the very first.”2 The young woman’s name was Mary Jane

Featherstone, but everyone called her “Polly.” She eventually received a

commission as an officer in the Salvation Army from General William

Booth. Smith did what he could to work near her, and in the coming years

a romance bloomed between them. 

By the time Smith was about twenty, the man he worked for could

not keep him busy anymore—he just worked too efficiently! So Smith

moved to Liverpool to find more work. There he began to minister to the

children of the city. Ragged and hungry children came to the dock shed,

where he preached the Gospel to them and did his best to feed and clothe
1 Stanley Howard Frodsham, Smith Wigglesworth: Apostle of Faith (Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1948), 15.
2 Ibid., 18-19.

Mary Jane “Polly” Featherstone
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them from what he made as a plumber in the area. He also visited the

hospitals and ships, praying and fasting all day on Sunday, asking God for

converts. As a result, he never saw fewer than fifty people saved each time

he ministered. He was also frequently invited by the Salvation Army to

speak at their meetings, but though he saw great results, he was never elo-

quent. He often broke down and cried before the people because of his

burden for souls, and it was this brokenness that brought people to the

altar by the hundreds.

As Smith and Polly grew closer, Polly eventually faced the difficult

decision of choosing either to continue with the Salvation Army or her

love for Smith. Even though Smith never officially joined the Salvation

Army, he was considered a private in their ranks, and Polly was an officer.

There were strict regulations against officers and lower ranks having

romantic relationships, so even though they always remained true friends

of the Salvationists, Polly retired from their ranks and took up mission

work with the Blue Ribbon Army. Those in her Methodist church also

recognized her calling and asked her to help evangelize their churches.

Hundreds were converted as a result. Polly had from the beginning the

eloquence Smith longed for but couldn’t learn. Then in 1882, Smith

returned to Bradford, and he and Polly wed. Polly was twenty-two years

old and Smith was twenty-three.

The Smith Wigglesworth family. Front row: Ernest, Smith, Polly, & George.
Back row: Alice, Seth, and Harold.
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T H E B R A D F O R D S T R E E T M I S S I O N I S O P E N E D

Smith and Polly had a burden for a part of Bradford that had no

church, so they soon opened the Bradford Street Mission and began min-

istering together. Polly did most of the speaking, because she was the

stronger and more accomplished of the two as an orator, and Smith over-

saw the needs of the rest of the work. While she preached, he was at the

altar praying for more to come to Christ. Of this relationship, Smith later

said, “Her work was to put down the net; mine was to land the fish. This

latter is just as important as the former.”3

In their thirty years of marriage, the Wigglesworths had five chil-

dren: Alice, Seth, Harold, Ernest, and George. Before each child was

born, Smith and Polly prayed over them that they would faithfully serve

God throughout their lives. 

The winter of 1884 was very severe in Bradford, and plumbers were

in high demand. As a result, a time of intense work began for Smith that

would last for the next two years, and he become literally consumed by

his natural occupation. His church attendance declined and slowly but

surely his fire for God began to grow cold. In the light of Polly’s increas-

ing faithfulness, Smith’s backsliding seemed all the more pronounced to

the point that her diligence began to wear on him. Then one night, this

came to a head when she came home from church a little later than usual.

Smith confronted her: “I am master of this house, and I am not going to

have you coming home at so late an hour as this!” Polly quietly replied,

“I know that you are my husband, but Christ is my Master.”4 At this,

Smith forced her out the back door, then closed and locked it. However,

in his annoyance, he had forgotten to lock the front door, so Polly sim-

ply walked around the house and came in through the main entrance,

laughing. When Smith finally saw what he had done, he caught her

laughter and realized how silly he had been. Together they laughed about

3 Frodsham, 22.
4 Ibid.
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the matter, but to Smith it was also a revelation of how cold he had grown

in the things of God. Shortly afterward, he spent ten days praying and

fasting in repentance, and God gloriously restored him.

T H E G R O U N D I S L A I D F O R T H E

R E T U R N O F P E N T E C O S T

About this same time, the National Camp Meeting Association was

finding its greatest successes in the United States. American Christians

were finding a strong knee-jerk reaction to the watering down of

Scripture among academics in what was known as “higher criticism”,

which used human reasoning and scientific method to throw the super-

natural out of the Bible and doubt the integrity and authenticity of what

was written in the Old and New Testaments. The backlash came in the

form of the Holiness Movement, which urged Christians to accept the

Word of God as it was written and cried out for a more genuine relation-

ship with and experience of God. Within its doctrines was the belief that

there was more available to Christians than just salvation. Believers

should not only be born again, but also go on to experience sanctification,

a more holy and complete dedication and cleansing of one’s life to live in

the ways of God. Although this movement started largely among the

Methodist churches, the call to holiness and sanctification soon separat-

ed traditional Methodists and other denominationalists from those seek-

ing a deeper and fuller experience of God, and between 1893 and 1900 no

less than twenty-three different Holiness denominations were formed.

Roughly 100,000 left the Methodist church to join these new churches.5

Soon the scriptural phrase “baptism with the Holy Spirit” became com-

monly associated with this second work of grace, called “consecration,”

although it was not precisely defined.

5 Steve Durasoff, Bright Wind of the Spirit: Pentecostalism Today (Tulsa, OK: Rhema Bible Church, 1972), 40-41.
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A similar renewal of the gifts of the Spirit was beginning in England.

On a trip to Leeds for plumbing supplies, Smith heard of a meeting

where divine healing was to be ministered. He attended and was amazed

at what he saw. What others saw as fanaticism, Smith recognized as sin-

cere and of God. On his return to Bradford, he would search out the sick

and pay for their way to attend the Leeds healing meetings. When his

wife grew ill once, he told her about the meetings, somewhat afraid that

she would think he had finally gone off the deep end. Instead, she accept-

ed it and agreed to go to the meetings with him. When the prayer of faith

was offered for her in Leeds, she received an instant manifestation of

healing. They both became passionate about the message of divine heal-

ings and their meetings began to grow, causing them to need a larger mis-

sion space. Soon they obtained a building on Bowland Street and opened

the Bowland Street Mission. Across the wall behind the pulpit they hung

a large scroll which read: “I Am the Lord That Healeth Thee.”6 Not

many years after this, in the first years of the 1900s, Smith received

prayer for healing a hemorrhoid condition he had battled since child-

hood. After the prayer, Smith was full persuaded that his healing was the

will of God, and he stopped taking the “salts” he had taken for the prob-

lem for many years. He was soon fully healed and never had a problem

with this condition for the rest of his life.
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The bottle of anointing oil 
carried by Smith Wigglesworth.

6 Exodus 15:26.
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P E N T E C O S T R E T U R N S

As the twentieth century dawned, a connection of similar incidents

gave way to the return of Pentecost to earth in its fullness—a movement

of which Smith would eventually become somewhat a patriarch. In

December of 1900, at the close of the first term in a Bible school in

Topeka, Kansas, a young preacher, Charles Parham, was leading a class

studying the book of Acts. As he was about to go to Kansas City to

preach, Parham asked his students to study the Bible for evidence of the

baptism of the Holy Spirit and report their findings when he returned in

three days. There were forty students in the class, and on the day he

returned to hear their findings, he sat quietly listening to what they had

found and was astonished at what he heard. While accounts differed

somewhat, all of the students seemed to agree that in all the cases, the

best and most common evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit was

speaking in other tongues. 

That evening the group of seventy-five people was abuzz with dis-

cussion of the book of Acts as the school held their evening Watch Night

Service. The meeting seemed blanketed with a spiritual freshness. Then

one of the students, a young woman named Agnes Ozman, came to

Parham and asked him to lay hands on her that she might receive the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. Parham

hesitated since he himself did not speak tongues, but the young woman

persisted. Obedient to her faith, Parham laid hands on her and prayed. As

he did, in his own words, Parham said, “I had scarcely repeated three

dozen sentences when a glory fell on her and a halo seemed to surround

her head and face, and she began speaking in the Chinese language, and

was unable to speak English for three days.”7 Soon others, including

Parham, received the baptism with the evidence of speaking in tongues,

7 Mrs. Charles Parham, The Life of Charles Parham (Birmingham, AL: Commercial Printing Company, 1930), 52-53.
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and the next month he preached his first sermon on the topic so that oth-

ers would know about what God was doing.

When the school building was sold unexpectedly by its owners just

before the next school year in the fall of 1901, Parham and his family

moved to Kansas City. In the next few years he would move again and

again, but eventually wound up in Houston, Texas, where he again ran a

school in 1905. It was here that a young African-American man attended

the school in violation of the segregation laws of Texas at the time. The

young man’s humility and hunger for the Word of God so moved Parham

that he let the young man sit outside of the classrooms and listen to the

lessons. What the young man learned of Pentecost must have had an

effect, as it was he, William Seymour, who would move to Los Angeles,

California, and open a mission on Azusa Street that would usher Pentecost

back into the Body of Christ throughout the next hundred years. 

T H E W E L S H R E V I V A L

However, before Azusa Street, there was one more piece God placed

on the earth for the Pentecostal Movement to take root. It was not just

enough for men and women to again be baptized with the Spirit of God,

but God also wanted to see His Spirit have free reign to minister as He

saw fit in services. This began in Wales. For decades people in Wales had

been calling out for revival, and in 1904 it began. That February a young

woman named Florrie Evans stood up in a meeting and declared that she

loved Jesus with all of her heart. With those words the Holy Spirit fell on

the meeting, and a fresh hunger for God spread throughout the young

people in the Cardiganshire area. Then on September 29 of that year,

Reverend Seth Joshua—who had been praying for some time that God

would raise up another Elisha from an ordinary person and “mantle him

with power”—led a meeting where he urged the audience to call out to

God “Bend me! Bend me!” in submission to His will. In the audience was
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Evan Roberts, a twenty-six year old, hungry for God and stubborn to do

nothing in ministry but that the Spirit first moved him. Evan cried this

out with all of his heart, and the Holy Spirit fell on him with a deep rev-

elation of the love of God. At least one witness said that he fell to the

ground under this power. Evan felt impressed to return to his home in

Loughor and begin a series of meetings.

On October 31, those meetings began. The goal of this first meet-

ing was to dedicate and train intercessors for the coming revival. This was

successful, soon the meetings grew to a fervor, and Evan had to contact

the local Bible schools to recruit more workers. The services were filled

with laughing, crying, dancing, joy, and brokenness before the Lord. It

was not uncommon for members of the congregation to fall to their knees

in the midst of a meeting and begin praying aloud. In all things the Holy

Spirit was put first, and Evan wouldn’t even rise to speak unless he felt

prompted of the Spirit to do so. 

In the next two years, Wales would be transformed and more than

100,000 would come to the Lord. Political meetings were canceled.

Theatres closed for lack of attendance, as did gambling facilities and

places serving alcohol. Doctrinal difference dissolved in the pursuit of

God Himself, and all came together to worship and sing praises to God.

Former prostitutes organized Bible studies. People began paying back

long-term debts they had previously tried to ignore. People came from all

over the world to experience what God was doing in Wales, and as a

result, the fire spread. There was no organization, set order of services,

or specific location that held the revival together. Instead, it spread like

wildfire based on four simple principles: 1) Confess all known sin; 2)

Search out all secret and doubtful things, being sure you hold no unfor-

giveness in your heart; 3) Obey whatever the Holy Spirit prompts you to

do; and 4) Confess the Lord Jesus openly. This hunger for God, and the

presence that came with it, soon seemed to circle the globe.
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T H E M I S S I O N A T 3 1 2  A Z U S A S T R E E T

Hunger for God found a new home for itself in Los Angeles when

William Seymour traveled there to become an associate minister in a

Nazarene Holiness church. Armed with what he had learned in Parham’s

school in Houston, one of Seymour’s first sermons was on speaking in

tongues as the evidence of being baptized with the Holy Spirit. It was also

his last sermon for that Nazarene congregation. He was promptly dis-

missed as a heretic by the group, but he found sympathetic ears elsewhere

and preached in whatever home would welcome him. Black and white

Americans alike gathered to hear Seymour preach, and on April 9, 1906,

seven of Seymour’s Baptist listeners received the Holy Spirit with the evi-

dence of speaking in tongues. Seymour received this gift three days later,

just as Parham had with his students in Kansas. In a later meeting, Jennie

Moore, who later married Seymour, spoke in tongues and then walked to

the piano and started playing and singing in an unknown tongue, even

though she had never before taken a piano lesson. Soon the numbers

grew too large for any homes to accommodate, and they rented a partly

burned-out building at 312 Azusa Street in an industrial part of town.

After they cleaned up the space a bit, they found that the main room—

The Apostolic Faith Gospel Mission at 312 Azusa Street, 
Los Angeles, California.
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which still had sawdust on the floor from when it had been used as a sta-

ble—could hold roughly 600 people. Now they could sing and praise as

loudly as they would like! It was here that the Holy Spirit fell like He had

been unable to do in centuries, and the Pentecostal movement was born. 

The Azusa Street revival would continue for the next three years in

an atmosphere that must have looked much like a service in Corinth—

with many of the blessings and some of the excesses as were corrected in 

1 Corinthians 14—with all of the gifts of the Spirit manifesting as the

Spirit willed. Conversions, baptisms, healings, and exorcisms were com-

mon. Another aspect of these meetings was that racial and denomination-

al boundaries were ignored—all worshipped together as one in Christ.

Although there were many who questioned what was happening in these

services, including Parham himself, the results of these meetings were felt

around the world and are still being felt today.

S M I T H M E E T S P E N T E C O S T

Meanwhile in England, Smith’s healing ministry was growing, and

he was growing in faith through it. Those in the Leeds Healing Home

recognized Smith’s faith and asked him to speak while they were away at

a convention. Smith accepted only because he felt he could get someone
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Smith with his daughter Alice who frequently 
traveled with him as he ministered.
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else to do it once he was in charge of the meeting, but all others refused,

insisting they felt God wanted him to speak. Smith ministered his sermon

hesitantly, but at the close of the service fifteen people came forward for

prayer, and all of them were healed! One of them had hobbled forward on

crutches and began dancing around the room without them after Smith

prayed for him. He had been instantly healed! No one was more sur-

prised by the results of his prayers than Smith himself.

Another time the wife of a devoted friend was facing death, and the

doctors did not think she would make it through the night. Smith sought

ministers to come and pray for her, but could not find anyone willing and

available, so he took a friend whom he felt offered eloquent prayers, and

together they went to his friend’s home. However, when he asked his elo-

quent friend to pray, he did not pray for her healing but for the family

that would be left behind after her passing! Smith cried out for him to

stop. Then he asked the husband to pray, but his prayers were no more

filled with faith than the first man’s. This time Smith cried out loudly

enough to be heard in the streets: “Lord, stop him!” At that, the husband

stopped and the room fell silent. Smith then took a bottle of oil from his

pocket and poured the entire bottle over the body of the woman. At this,

Smith experienced his first vision. He later described: “Suddenly the
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Smith with his daughter, Alice Salter, at a camp
meeting at Eureka Springs, Arkansas, in 1926.
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Lord Jesus appeared. I had my eyes open gazing at Him. He gave me one

of those gentle smiles. . . . I have never lost that vision, the vision of that

beautiful, soft smile.”8 A few moments after the vision vanished, the

woman sat up in bed, completely healed and filled with new life. She lived

on to raise a number of children and even outlived her husband.

In 1907 Pentecost had reached Sunderland, and Smith heard that

people there were being baptized in the Holy Spirit and speaking in other

tongues. Smith felt he had to see this for himself. Smith was among those

who believed that sanctification and the baptism in the Holy Spirit were

the same, so he felt he already had this baptism. Others warned him that

these people in Sunderland were not receiving the Holy Spirit, but

demons instead. Other friends with whom he prayed urged him to follow

his own leadings. 

When he arrived at the meeting in Sunderland, which was being led

by Vicar Alexander Boddy (who had attended some of Evan Roberts’

meetings in Wales during the Welsh Revival), he was surprised at the dry-

ness of it in contrast to the moves of the Spirit he had experienced else-

where, especially among the Salvationists. In fact, he grew so frustrated

at this, he interrupted the meeting, saying, “I have come from Bradford,

and I want this experience of speaking in tongues like they had on the day

of Pentecost. But I do not understand why our meetings seem to be on

fire, but yours do not seem to be so.”9 Smith was so disruptive that they

disciplined him outside of the building.

However, something about the entire issue must have stuck with

him, as he went to a local Salvation Army building to pray and seek this

baptism for himself. Three times while praying the power of God struck

him to the floor. The Salvationists there warned him against speaking in

tongues, but he was determined that if it were of God, he wanted it.

However, for four days he prevailed and received nothing more.

8 Frodsham, 35-36.
9 Frodsham, 42.
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He soon decided he needed to return to Bradford, but before doing

so decided to go to Vicar’s home and say, “Goodbye.” There he met 

Mrs. Boddy and told her he was returning home without speaking in

tongues. She told him, “It is not tongues you need, but the baptism.”10

Smith asked her to lay hands on him before he left. She agreed, praying

a simple but powerful prayer, and walked out of the room. It was then

that the fire fell, and Smith had a vision of the empty cross with Jesus

exalted at the right hand of the Father. Smith opened his mouth to praise

God and began instantly speaking in tongues. He knew immediately that

what he had received of God now was much fuller than what he had

received when praying and fasting and asking God to sanctify him. 

Instead of going home, Smith went to the church where Vicar

Boddy was conducting the service and asked to speak. Vicar Boddy

agreed. Smith then spoke as he never had before, and at the end of his

“sermon” fifty people were baptized in the Holy Spirit and spoke in other

tongues. Even the local paper, the Sunderland Daily Echo, picked up the

story and headlined the meeting and what Smith had experienced. Smith

telegraphed home about what had happened.

“ T H A T ’ S N O T M Y S M I T H ! ’

Upon arriving home in Bradford, Smith found a new challenge to

what he had experienced. Polly met him at the door and firmly stated, “I

want you to know that I am just as baptized in the Holy Spirit as you are

and I don’t speak in tongues. . . . Sunday, you will preach for yourself, and

I will see what there is in it.”11 When Sunday came, Polly did see what

there was in it, as Smith preached with a power and assurance she had

never heard in him before. She squirmed in her seat thinking, “That’s not

my Smith, Lord. That’s not my Smith!”11 At the end of the sermon a

worker stood to say he wanted the same experience Smith had received,

10 Frodsham, 44.
11 Ibid., 46-47.
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and when he sat back down, he missed his chair and fell to the floor!

Smith’s eldest son had the same experience. In a very short while there

were eleven people on the floor, laughing in the Spirit. Then the entire

congregation was absorbed in holy laughter, as God poured even more of

His Spirit out upon them. In the coming weeks, hundreds in Bradford

would receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and speak with other

tongues—one of whom was Polly. The couple soon began traveling

throughout the country, answering calls to speak and minister. 

This experience also caused Smith to pursue God more than ever

through prayer and fasting. He answered every request he could of those

asking for divine healing. Sometimes he took a train to the nearest city and

then borrowed a bicycle to ride another ten miles to reach the person.

Soon he had no more time for his plumbing work, so he vowed before the

Lord that if he were ever in severe need again in his life, he would return

to plumbing; otherwise, he would serve as a minister for the rest of his

days. The Lord made sure Smith never returned to plumbing.

P O L LY G O E S H O M E T O B E W I T H T H E L O R D

Not long after this, while waiting at a train station to leave for

Scotland, Smith received word that his beloved wife, Polly, had collapsed

at the Bowland Street Mission from a heart attack. He rushed to her 

bedside; only to discover her spirit had already departed. But Smith

rebuked death, and she came back. Smith had just a short time to visit

with his wife again, and then he was impressed that it was time for her to 

go home to be with her Lord and Savior, so he released her again. 

Polly passed away on January 1, 1913, and it was as if her dedication and

spiritual power went with her husband after that and multiplied the

effects of his ministry.

Immediately, Smith started to minister again throughout the coun-

try, traveling with his daughter, Alice, and her husband, James “Jimmy”
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Salter. Smith continued to preach a simple Gospel of “only believe.” In a

time when other ministers seemed frail and failing despite the enormous

revivals that had come through their ministries, Smith soon rose to

prominence in Pentecostal circles because of the undeniable power in his

ministry and the uncompromising stability with which he operated. It was

as if Smith had no motive other than seeing Jesus glorified wherever he

went and seeing that glory kept the devil constantly on the run. He was a

man moved continually by compassion from the heart of God. These

convictions would never change in the next four decades, and Smith

remained a growing force for God and Pentecostalism right up until his

death in 1947.
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Poster announcing a revival meeting in 1934.
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Smith ministers the Word at Angelus Temple 
in Los Angeles, around 1929.

Smith laying hands on a sick child at 
Angelus Temple. His daughter, Alice Salter, 

stands right of him in the photograph.

Four generations of Wigglesworths.
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Smith ministers in the Spirit.

Smith walking his dog on the beach 
in the Hove, Brighton area 

of the United Kingdom in 1938.

Smith in his later years.
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T H E A P O S T L E O F F A I T H A N D H I S

W O R L D W I D E M I N I S T R Y

In the months following Polly’s passing, Smith’s fame in England

grew, and in 1914 he began traveling abroad to minister. By the 1920s and

1930s there was no more sought-after speaker in Pentecostalism.

Although he never accepted the cloak, his acknowledgement as the

“Apostle of Faith” made the Pentecostal world look to him as one of its

greatest patriarchs, even though he had never been involved in any of the

revivals that started the movement. Miracles, healings, the dead being

raised, and other signs and wonders followed his ministry as he continued

in the uncompromising and blunt style that no one could ever emulate.

Truth be told, Smith just never seemed to feel the need to be polite when

chasing out sickness, disease, and other works of the devil. His sentiment

was also that if the Spirit were not moving, then he would move the

Spirit. This was not arrogance, but confidence and faith in the work God

wanted done on the earth, and this attitude always marked his ministry.

Smith would simply create an atmosphere of uncompromising faith in the

Word of God, and the Holy Spirit would come as if He had received a

personal engraved invitation.

In 1922 Smith traveled to New Zealand and Australia, among other

places, and in a few short months saw thousands saved and several

Pentecostal churches birthed in the greatest spiritual renewals either

nation had ever seen. In 1936 he traveled to South Africa and delivered

to David du Plessis the famous prophecy that is the subject of this book.

By this time Smith was in his seventies and probably the most well known

Pentecostal in the world. With the weight of his ministry and faithfulness

behind everything he said, Smith’s words of prophecy would not only

change David’s life, but also pave the way for his work and the greatest

revival the world would ever see in the Charismatic Renewal. 
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While attending the funeral of a fellow minister, Smith bowed his

head in the midst of a conversation and went home to be with the Lord

without any pain or struggle at the age of 87. The date was March 12, 1947. 

While Smith would never form his own denomination or write a

book, let alone a systematic set of doctrines and theology, his simple faith

still impacts believers today. Perhaps one of the greatest examples of this

is what a few words and his friendship did in the life and ministry of

David du Plessis, which we will look at in the next chapters. Yet this was

not because of any special abilities that Smith had, but because of his

uncompromising pursuit of Jesus Christ. His relationship with God pro-

duced power that had not been seen on the earth for many centuries. For

this reason, God also showed him things that others only dreamed of see-

ing. He never wanted to be put on a pedestal and worshipped, but be,

instead, an example of what every Christian can experience if we would

“only believe.”
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Smith was famous for never having read 
anything but the Bible—primarily the 
New Testament—during his lifetime.
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