
What People Are Saying about Jerry Wiles
and No Greater Joy…

I know of no person more qualified to write a book like No Greater Joy than 
Jerry Wiles. Sharing his faith is a lifestyle Jerry has cultivated over decades 
of witnessing, and it’s a lifestyle that’s contagious. Catch it and be a carrier! 
There’s no greater joy.

—Dr. Dick Eastman
International President, Every Home for Christ

Dr. Jerry Wiles’s new book, No Greater Joy, exceeds even his earlier books. 
It is simple, clear, cogent, and relevant in its approach to sharing our faith.
I have known Jerry for many years and have watched him share his faith 
with great effectiveness. This book should be read by every follower of 
Jesus.

—Dr. Ted Baehr
Chairman, The Christian Film & Television Commission

Editor-in-Chief, Movieguide

If anyone is qualified to author a book about sharing the gospel, it is Jerry 
Wiles. He is one of the most consistent witnesses I have ever known. And the 
beautiful thing is that it is not contrived or forced but rather spontaneous, 
flowing out of his intense relationship with Christ. No Greater Joy is more 
than a how-to book. As you read it, you will find that Jerry’s passion for 
Christ and people is contagious. Not only will you have a lot more know-
how but a lot more “want to,” also!

—Jerry Rose
President, CEO, and television host, Total Living Network

Coauthor, Significant Living



What you get from Jerry Wiles’s writing comes not only from the heart 
but also from real-life experience. Having known and been with Jerry on 
many occasions, I have had the rare experience of seeing how the Lord has 
used him in various situations with people from many different walks of 
life. The suggestions that he offers to the reader and the methods to which 
he alludes are tried and true.

It has been my privilege to observe and then to use these techniques in 
witnessing and sharing with others. Reading the book and studying and 
applying his suggestions will open your life to a change that will bring you 
closer to the Lord and His desire for fulfillment in Him.

—Dr. Doug Hodo
President Emeritus, Houston Baptist University

This is a book that I would encourage every Christian to read. Jerry Wiles 
has communicated wonderfully some vitally important concepts that any 
Christian can use to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.

Experts tell us that nearly four billion people in the world are primarily 
oral learners. Therefore, it is important for us to learn to tell stories that 
communicate simply and powerfully the biblical truths that can be used by 
the Holy Spirit to draw people to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Christians of any age can be blessed and helped by this cutting-edge book.

—Dr. Paul Cedar
Chairman, Mission America Coalition

Jerry Wiles shares his heart about how easy it is to witness and win 
others to Christ. He has used this approach for years with great results. 
I commend this book to you as an encouraging way to change the lives of 
others and your own life through Christ. The stories and questions are 
worth the price of the book.

—Dr. Avery Willis
Executive Director, International Orality Network
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Introduction

I greeted a man in a hotel lobby one day with a joyful smile and said, 
“Hello, how have you been?”

The man returned my greeting. He must have thought we had met be-
fore, because he later came over to the area where I was standing and asked, 
“Do I know you?” I responded by saying, “I’m not sure, but we may have a 
mutual friend.” He said, “Who would that be?”

“The Lord Jesus Christ. Do you happen to know Him?” I asked.

It turned out that he knew about Jesus but didn’t have a personal rela-
tionship with Him.

That encounter opened an opportunity that resulted in my sharing the 
gospel and leading the man in prayer as he expressed his faith in Christ.

We never know how the Lord might be at work in someone’s life until 
we connect and engage with him or her.

Just greeting someone and asking a simple question is sometimes all it 
takes to lead to a life-changing encounter.

The Holy Spirit has prepared many people to respond to Christ, and 
we have the privilege to be used as instruments of His redemptive activity 
if we remain available to Him.

As I later reflected on my encounter with this man, I thought of the 
Scripture where Jesus said, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest” (Matthew 9:37–38).

Telling the Greatest Story 
in the World
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In relation to the man who received Christ in the hotel lobby, I won-
dered how many people might have prayed for him and for how long—a 
mother, a grandmother, a teacher?

The Holy Spirit is so creative in the ways He 
can use us to introduce Christ to people and bring 
them into the kingdom of God. 

Time and again, the Lord just shows up and 
does remarkable things when we faithfully tell 
His stories and ask Spirit-directed questions.

If you have a passion in your heart to intro-
duce others to Christ but have struggled to make that desire a reality, you 
will discover how to overcome those obstacles through this book.

Jesus Christ came into the world to reveal the Father (the creator God 
of the universe), to redeem lost humanity, and to restore us to a relation-
ship with God.

Jesus told His disciples in John 20:21, “As the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.” And in Luke 19:10, He said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” He now lives in you and me to carry out 
that purpose.

Engaging People with the Greatest Story
The Scriptures teach that when we experience the spiritual new birth, 

we become one with Christ in a spiritual union with God. When we, as 
followers of Jesus, are gripped with that reality and are identified with His 
plan and purpose, there will be a spontaneous outworking of the indwell-
ing Christ in our lives.

Sharing the good news of Jesus will become a natural (or, rather, super-
natural) part of our daily walks with Him.

Demonstrating and communicating the love of Christ is the very cut-
ting edge of our Lord’s Great Commission, in which He told us to go to 
all the world with the gospel. Yet, today, many believers have come to view 
witnessing in a negative vein.

The holy SpiriT iS 
So creaTive in The 

wayS he can uSe 
uS To inTroduce 

chriST To people.
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A way to overcome our negative stereotype of witnessing and evan-
gelism is to change the way we think about it. Rather than thinking of it 
as a duty, think of it as serving people and sharing life in Christ. Think of 
yourself as a “good news reporter.”

Or, perhaps better yet, consider yourself the bearer of the greatest 
story in the world. As you tell the stories of the Bible and the teachings of 
Jesus, you can be used by the Holy Spirit to engage the hearts and minds of 
your hearers in ways that can’t be done otherwise.

Why is this the case?

There are some interesting parallels between the time of Jesus and to-
day’s world. When Jesus lived on earth, He taught people who lived in an 
oral society—most people did not know how to read or did not have per-
sonal access to the Scriptures and other literature, and so information was 
passed along through the spoken word and through memorization.

Despite the proliferation of literature and other written materials in 
the world over the last few centuries, the majority of the people on earth 
today either are not literate or—and this is a vital aspect—prefer to take in 
and express knowledge mainly by the spoken word or a visual medium rath-
er than by the written word. They are known generally as “oral preference 
learners.”1 Significantly, Oralitystrategies.com states, “By some estimates, 
at least 70% of the world’s population has no literacy or such limited read-
ing comprehension that they could not read a Bible with understanding.”2

What this means is that no matter what culture you live in, most peo-
ple learn and retain information better through hearing stories and being 
asked questions than by written material alone.

The growth of oral and visual preference learners in Western na-
tions—which are considered highly literate—is related to the predomi-
nance of television, film, radio, popular music, cell phones, and the 
Internet. As a literate person (you may prefer to learn through written 
means, since you have picked up this book), you may lament the absence 
of highly developed literacy skills among citizens of your nation. Yet, as 
followers of Christ who desire to communicate the gospel effectively, we 
must address the reality of the ways in which many people receive and 
retain information today.
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Your ability to interact personally with people—telling them stories 
and asking them specific questions about their relationships with God—
can mean the difference in reaching them for Christ. I’ve devoted two en-
tire chapters (chapters 14 and 15) to the topic of oral preference learning 
and communication, or “orality.”

Christ Is Alive and Living in You
The way you see or think of yourself is also 

vitally important to the way you relate to others 
and express the life of Christ to them. If you see 
yourself the way God sees you (the way He has de-
scribed you in His Word—a new creation, com-
plete in Christ, and an able minister of the new 
covenant), you will be more alert to the needs of 
others and more responsive to the Holy Spirit’s 
work of redemption.

Years ago, the Lord began to expose me to a body of truth that trans-
formed my life. Two verses that really came alive to me at that time were:

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. (Colossians 1:27)

The realization that Christ is alive and living in me was a tremendous 
incentive to reach out to others and to share with them how He would give 
them abundant life, too.

No “Great People of God”—Only a Great God
As a result, I began to seriously read and study the Scriptures and to 

study the lives of those whom God has used in significant ways to advance 
His kingdom.

The way you 
See yourSelf iS 
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I discovered a common denominator in the lives of all the people I 
studied: there really is no such thing as a “great man or woman of God”; 
there’s only a great God. And He is willing to be as great as He is, in and 
through any man, any woman, any boy, or any girl who will let Him be who 
He is, in and through their humanity. Likewise, 
there really is no such thing as a strong Christian, 
only a strong Christ, and He is willing to demon-
strate His power, love, and life through every child 
of God who will let Him. And “letting” Him is 
what the Bible calls faith.

When Jesus Christ is free to live His life in 
and through us, He will touch the lives of those 
around us.

I began to learn that God does not show partiality (see Acts 10:34), 
and that He will use any and all of us when we discover who He is, living in 
us, and relate to Him in such a way that releases His life through us.

“Accidentally” Coming to Christ
God is not at all interested in what we can do for Him. He is interested 

in what He can do through us.

As I discovered and experienced the reality of Christ Himself living in 
me and my true identity in union with Him, I started to see more people 
come to Christ just “accidentally” than I had ever been able to lead to Him 
on purpose in my own strength. That made sharing the Lord Jesus with 
others really exciting to me. I began to have a genuine desire and inward 
motivation for others to know Christ in all His fullness.

Actually, years ago, I heard this statement: “There are no accidents 
in the Christian life.” That’s an interesting thought and a debatable topic. 
However, that quote came to my mind a few years ago when I was involved 
in an automobile accident. A woman ran into the back of my car on a free-
way, and I did have an amazing witness and ministry opportunity because 
of this incident. After the accident, the woman in the other vehicle and 
I moved our cars off the freeway to wait for the police. I engaged her in 
conversation, learned that her name was Gloria, and simply asked her what 

when JeSuS 
chriST iS free 

To live hiS life 
Through uS, he 
will Touch The 

liveS of ThoSe 
around uS.
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I’ve asked many others over the years: “Have you been thinking more about 
the Lord lately?”

She said, “That’s interesting that you would ask; just two weeks ago, I 
decided to start reading my Bible.” Her answer opened up a conversation 
that resulted in my being able to share the Lord with her and lead her in 
prayer as she confessed her faith in Christ. As a result of her coming to 
know Jesus, and in the process of filing a police report on the accident, four 
police officers also received a testimony of the grace of God at work in her 
life.

I think a better way to convey the idea that “There are no accidents in 
the Christian life” might be to say, “Every accident is an opportunity to see 
God at work.” It is amazing and encouraging how God can intervene and 
turn any tragic situation, accident, or difficulty into a redemptive experi-
ence. It was certainly worth the inconvenience to have a part in Gloria’s 
coming to Jesus!

Jesus Christ is actually prepared to clothe His divine activity in our 
redeemed humanity. Each of us has the privilege of containing the very life 
of God in Christ by the presence of the Holy Spirit. In fact, the same God 
who lived in Jesus Christ two thousand years ago now lives in you and me.

Author and theologian A. W. Tozer wrote,

All [God] has ever done for any of His children He will do for all 
of His children. The difference lies not with God but with us.3

As I grew in my awareness of all of this and the wonder of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, God intensified my desire for others to know what I was dis-
covering about Him.

I found that many people I shared with were open and receptive to the 
Lord. Others were turned off due to negative experiences from their pasts. 
Yet most, if approached in an appropriate manner, were receptive.

God Has Prepared the Hearts of Many
God has prepared the hearts of many in these days who are open to 

Him. Furthermore, there are probably more lost people who are prepared 
to respond than believers actively reaching out with the gospel.
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The purpose of this book is to share with you how God has worked 
in my own life and the lives of others and to give you a biblical foundation 
for being a fruitful, victorious, productive member of the body of Christ. I 
also want to challenge you to be intentional about sharing with others what 
God has so graciously shared with you—His very life.

You do not have to share Christ in the same 
way I do or the way anyone else does. We are each 
made to be a unique, creative expression of Christ. 
God wants you to share from your own experience 
how He has worked in your life.

God honors His Word, which tells us that 
the good news of Jesus Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation. The Holy Spirit will touch and 
change lives through you.

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek. (Romans 1:16)

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

Perhaps the Lord is tugging at your heart to become more intention-
al about sharing Christ. God places people in each of our lives who need 
Him. How will you respond?

As believers in Christ, we don’t need any particular gifts or calling to 
tell the good news to others; we simply need to obey God and trust Him 
for the results.

If you are eager for real joy,…I am persuaded that no joy of 
growing wealthy, no joy of increasing knowledge, no joy of 
influence over your fellow creatures, no joy of any other sort, can 
ever be compared with the rapture of saving a soul from death.  
 —Charles H. Spurgeon4
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My prayer is that even one truth or idea from the following pages will 
strike a chord and prompt you to share with someone whom you might not 
otherwise have shared with. Or, that you might see an opportunity you 
would otherwise have missed.

There is no greater joy than sharing your faith in Christ with others 
and watching God redeem and transform lives.

————

At the end of each chapter, as well as this introduction, I have provided 
optional questions that you may use for personal reflection and/or group 
discussion. These questions are designed to help you review the material 
from the chapter and begin to apply it specifically in your life.

Questions for Reflection and/or Discussion

1. What does Jesus Christ desire to express through you?

2. What is the cutting edge of the Great Commission?

3. If you have a negative view of witnessing and evangelism, 
how can you change this?

4. How does the way you see yourself affect the way you 
relate to others and whether you will share the gospel with 
them?

5. Would you say that you are intentional about sharing the 
gospel? Why or why not?
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Good morning. Has the Lord been good to you today?”

That was my greeting to a young waiter in a lingering moment 
before a breakfast meeting at a hotel conference facility. I approached 
Walter with the thought of sharing Christ. He was warm and friendly 
and took a few minutes to chat. After our brief exchange, I asked him if 
he had come to know the Lord Jesus in a personal way. He told me that 
he had been raised in a religious family and had attended church as a 
child.

I shared with Walter briefly about God’s purpose and His love, about 
Jesus coming into the world to pay for our sins, and that He was raised 
from the dead so that we can have new life.

He was open and interested, so I shared Scriptures from John’s gospel 
and the book of Romans. I asked Walter if he had ever made a commit-
ment of his life to Christ. He said he wasn’t sure how to do that.

I explained that he didn’t have to be in a church building or go through 
a long religious ritual, but that God was right there with us, and we could 
include the Lord in our conversation. I told him that he could receive Christ 
right then. I briefly shared with him from Romans 10:9–13 about believ-
ing, confessing, and calling on the Lord.

If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 
heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession 

Divine Appointments: 
Recognizing the Activity 

of God

1
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is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on 
Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 
For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

I suggested that he call on the Lord and ask Him to come into his life. 
I led him in a prayer something like this: “Lord Jesus Christ, I know I need 
You. I believe You died for me. Have mercy upon me, a sinner, and save me. 
I receive You into my life and ask You to make me the kind of person You 
want me to be. In Jesus’ name, amen.”

I was scheduled to be the guest speaker that day at the breakfast meet-
ing and had arrived early, and this is why I’d had the opportunity to have 
the encounter with Walter.

Later that morning, as I was speaking to the group, Walter walked 
into the room as I was describing my earlier conversation with him. He 
mistakenly thought I was introducing him to say a few words and sponta-
neously began sharing that he had asked Christ into his life.

It was a tremendous encouragement to the eighty or so men at the 
breakfast, since my topic was personal evangelism. It was also a great en-
couragement for me to get updates about Walter for about the next fifteen 
years from my friends who attended meetings frequently at that hotel and 
stayed in touch with him.

Walter later became the catering manager at the hotel and gained a 
reputation as a respected employee. He had a great ministry and witness 
for Christ through his professional relationships.

Nothing Mystical about Sharing the Gospel
There’s nothing mystical or magical about sharing the gospel and bring-

ing people to the Lord. It’s a matter of demonstrating the love of Christ and 
being willing to tell others about Him.

There are two important principles in sharing your faith:

1. Know who you are in Christ and who He is in you.

2. Be willing to bring Jesus into a conversation.
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Knowing your true identity in Christ can make a world of difference in 
how you relate to others. The truth about you is that God intends for you 
to be the truth about Him.

God’s Word tells us that we are complete in Christ, we are made 
righteous in Christ, we are new creations in Christ, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, and we are ministers of reconciliation. (See Colossians 2:9–10; 
2 Corinthians 5:17–21.)

When we believe what God has said in His Word and act on the fact 
that it is true, the Holy Spirit will make it real in our experience. Real faith 
is acting on the promises of God.

One of my mentors from years ago, the late Manley Beasley, used to say 
that faith is “acting like it is so, when it’s not so, in order for it to be so, be-
cause God said it’s so.” (See, for example, Romans 4:16–21; Hebrews 11:1.)

Acting on the Word of God converts the 
truth into our experience. Therefore, you can act 
on the truth that God is working in you “both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure,” accord-
ing to Philippians 2:13. You can also act on the 
fact that God is faithful to do—through you—
what He has called you to do, according to 1 
Thessalonians 5:24.

The various ministry encounters you read about in this book are il-
lustrations of God’s activity through our humanity, not illustrations of our 
doing something for Him.

For example, a few years ago, I was reading a popular Christian maga-
zine and came across an article written by a man with whom I had shared 
the gospel about ten years earlier. I had actually witnessed to him on a 
couple of different occasions before he received Christ.

As the Holy Spirit led me, I didn’t approach our discussions in a tra-
ditional way. I never asked him to pray a prayer or do any of the typical 
things you might think to request of people when witnessing (although I 
do some of those things at other times). However, after I had talked with 
him about the gospel the second time, he sent me a note and told me that 
he had repented of his years of rebellion and had trusted Christ.
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This man immediately began to share his faith, and a number of people 
came to the Lord as a result of His witness. In fact, he and I were able to 
team up in reaching several convicts in a prison through correspondence 
and sharing gospel literature.

Seeing God at work in these ways makes our walk with Him a high 
adventure every day!

Recognize the Activity of God in People’s Lives
The more spiritual sensitivity we have and the more we see with the 

eyes of faith, the more readily we will recognize the activity of God in peo-
ple’s lives and the more fully we’ll be able to cooperate with Him in “divine 
appointments.”

Think of the implications of Christ living in you and wanting to ex-
press Himself through you on a daily basis.

Many Scriptures refer to our being in Christ and Christ in us. Just an 
awareness of our spiritual union with Him makes a difference in the way 
we relate to others. My former pastor once said, “Our main purpose should 
be to love people and tell them the truth.” That really puts things into per-
spective in a nutshell. We are so prone to make things more complicated 
than they are or than God intended for them to be.

Be Encouraged That God Will Use You
I often tell people that I grew up with an inferiority complex, and then, 

when I became an adult, I discovered that it wasn’t a complex at all; I was 
just inferior!

Well, the truth of the matter is, we are all 
inferior when we compare ourselves with Jesus 
Christ.

The good news is that the Superior One, 
Christ Himself, is prepared to live in us and com-
pensate for all our weaknesses. In fact, it’s in our 
weakness that His strength is made perfect, ac-
cording to 2 Corinthians 12:9.
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God often chooses the most unlikely candidates to accomplish His 
most significant work.

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen 
the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which 
are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are 
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. 
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God; and righteousness and sanctification and redemption; that, as it 
is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 
 (1 Corinthians 1:26–31)

Be encouraged that God will use you in a wonderful way to share 
Christ with others. Keep in mind that He is available to you to the degree 
that you make yourself available to Him.

God will use you in powerful ways if you will fully yield to His lord-
ship, receive the fullness of His life in you, and trust and obey Him.

Enjoy the journey!

Questions for Reflection and/or Discussion

1. What is a divine appointment? 

2. What are two key principles in sharing your faith?

3. What does God’s Word tell us about who we are in Him?

4. How does the Holy Spirit make God’s Word real in our 
experience?

5. To what degree is God available to you for witnessing?

6. What steps can you take to be more effective in sharing 
Christ?


