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Preface

The (Un)Reality Show

Nothing in life is more disturbing than to interact with a 
counterfeit character. We have all felt the frustration, deep 

disappointment, and even trauma of the violation of trust we 
have placed in a person who was later exposed to be a fraud. It 
seems that in our fast-paced, plastic-driven, Web-based societies, 
it is increasingly difficult to find authentic people. Many people 
are taught—directly or through observing the general values of 
their societies—that it is acceptable to scheme, play games, and 
promote private agendas in order to achieve personal success, at 
the expense of honesty, integrity, ethics, moral convictions, and 
principled character. It’s as if everybody is performing a role in the 
game of life and not genuinely living life. Consequently, many don’t 
know whom they can truly depend on. Religious leaders, elected 
officials, corporate investors, various public institutions, and even 
spouses whom we trusted have deeply hurt us through betrayal, 
abuse, or abandonment.

Meanwhile, the level of disappointment resulting from our 
largely superficial societies is at an epidemic level. Even our so-
called reality shows on television are not “real”; they are staged 
and edited. This lack of authenticity is not an isolated crisis but a 
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worldwide one. People change like the weather and live lives based 
on expediency alone. Strangely, our cultures often openly display 
their defects with seeming pride and glory in their failures and 
immorality through television, radio, and Internet programming.

What the world needs right now are authentic people. 
Authenticity is not a quality one can learn through a general edu-
cational process or through experimentation. True authority is 
natural—it is the natural manifestation of the inherent authority 
in a human being. In other words, authenticity can be discovered 
only because it already exists. A human being becomes authentic 
when he discovers his true self and makes a specific and ongoing 
decision to reveal that self to the world.

Authenticity cannot be counterfeited. It is the true “reality 
show.” Being authentic means living, working, and serving human-
ity in your personal domain in life. An authentic person never tries 
to be something; he just is. Being authentic, therefore, is being 
yourself—not as society has dictated you should be, but what you 
are in your essence.

I invite you to embark on the discovery of your true self. As 
you do, you will find your personal authority and live it out in all 
areas of your life. This is the only path to authenticity.
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Introduction

Industrial nations fear it, emerging nations hate it, but few 
understand it. The very word authority conjures up images of 

oppression and abuse, and yet life in the universe and on planet 
earth cannot function without it.

There are many benefits and opportunities connected to 
authority that most people have never dreamed of. I am therefore 
coming to believe that the greatest problem in our world today is a 
basic disrespect for authority with an accompanying disregard and 
dismissal of it. The fundamental reason for this problem is that 
most people harbor basic false ideas about the nature of authority. 
I have discovered over the years that there is much confusion and 
misunderstanding about this concept. Confusion comes first—
people have been taught or have experienced conflicting notions of 
what it is. And misunderstanding is the result—they aren’t aware 
of its personal benefits or its value to their social institutions and 
nations as a whole.

Because we misunderstand what authority really is—and 
because this misunderstanding perpetuates the abuse of authority 
and its consequences—we are always somewhat suspicious of it.

Authority Turned Upside Down
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We may have a passing (superficial) knowledge of author-
ity, but we have totally missed the richness of its true nature. 
Consequently, we deal with it as a necessary evil. For example, 
when people go to their jobs, many do what the boss tells them 
to do—not because they want to or feel that it will benefit them 
in any way, but rather so they can keep their positions and their 
paychecks or maintain working relationships with their supervi-
sors. In another example, some people grudgingly submit to the 
laws of the land while driving their cars, but if they run a red light 
or exceed the speed limit and get stopped by the police, they try to 
negotiate or argue with the officers. They recognize them as repre-
sentatives of the law, but they want to challenge the law to see what 
they can we get away with. A similar attitude toward authority can 
be found in other realms of life.

Entire cultures have developed that are suspicious of author-
ity. For instance, throughout the entire Western world and in 
developing countries, authority is looked on distrustfully, though 
for different reasons. 

I believe that in the Western, developed world, people have 
what you might call “an affair” with authority—they use it when 
it’s convenient, but they don’t want to give it permanent status in 
their lives. In the developing world, authority has become a hated 
enemy, one that represents the chains and whips of slavery and 
oppression.

The Western world keeps authority at arm’s length and even 
fears it because Westerners highly value the concept of freedom, 
which has become synonymous with individualism. The ideals of 
the democratic psyche have evolved down through the years to the 
point where freedom means liberty or license without control or 
restriction. Anything that seems like control or restriction must 
be contained. That is why, if you were to suggest to Westerners 
that they create boundaries for their behavior, many of them 
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would rebel against that recommendation. In short, the masses are 
suspicious of authority in all its forms, largely as a result of the 
evolution of ideas derived from, or influenced by, the Reformation, 
the Enlightenment, the American and French Revolutions, gov-
ernmental involvement in scandals and unpopular wars, relaxed 
moral and ethical standards, and the emergence of democracy as 
the dominant political force in the world.

Meanwhile, in the minds of many people who live in Third 
World nations, due to those countries’ histories of colonization 
and slavery, authority has come to represent not just restriction or 
control but outright domination. Those in the Third World revile 
the idea that anyone could have authority over them. Many former 
colonies are now emerging democracies with nationals in positions 
of leadership, or they desire to move in that direction, and the last 
thing they want is to have to submit to some outside authority that 
could reverse the progress they have made.

In this way, the concept of authority has slowly come to be seen 
in a negative light—sometimes, a fiercely negative one—through-
out the earth. Again, one part of the world fears authority, while 
another hates it, and the result is that few people trust it. Much of 
the problem is that authority has been misinterpreted, misused, 
and abused by a great number of individuals, leaders, groups, and 
nations over the centuries. And large numbers of people have expe-
rienced demeaning and even deadly treatment from this misuse 
and abuse so that few would imagine embracing authority as a 
valuable and necessary component of a peaceful, productive life.

Yet, even though most of us want to exist without authority 
being exercised over us, I believe we suffer from an inner contra-
diction because, somewhere deep within us, we recognize that we 
need authority in our lives. We don’t want authority to control us, 
but we want our lives to be stable, orderly, and fruitful—the result 
of established and consistent authority. We’ve all seen a microcosm 
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of this dilemma in children who seem to enjoy a chaotic atmo-
sphere where there is little adult supervision but who then become 
fretful until someone comes along who gives them structure and 
parameters to live by. Suddenly, they are more relaxed and content 
and are able to interact with others in a constructive way.

As adults, we hope to have learned to govern our personal 
behavior to a large extent. Yet, we may be living in a larger version 
of the above scenario as we interact with others in our homes, our 
workplaces, our churches, and our nations, where structures and 
parameters are spiraling out of control, preventing us from enjoy-
ing the rich and fulfilling lives we were meant to live. We may be 
in the middle of the chaos, in which case we cannot fully realize 
the effects that the stress of this type of environment is placing on 
us. Or, we may be well aware that things are not right with us and 
with our societies.

The purpose of this book is to unveil the beauty of true author-
ity and to restore authority to its place of dignity in our personal 
lives, our cultures, and our nations. Authority needs to be rein-
troduced to both the individual and to society at large as a true 
friend—no longer the object of a transitory, arm’s-length relation-
ship or a deadly enemy.

Authority has been turned upside down so that it has come 
to represent the opposite of what genuine authority is. Instead of 
control, authority promotes real freedom and opens the door to 
possibilities. Instead of domination and death, authority ignites 
the personal potential within each person, while bringing protec-
tion and life.

The cultures and nations of our world are experiencing unnec-
essary conflict and wasted potential because so many people mis-
understand authority. It is impossible for us to maximize our lives 
apart from a clear understanding of the character of true author-
ity—that it is not only good but also beneficial and necessary for 
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maximum fulfillment and achievement in our individual purposes, 
in our family relationships, and in the broader social structures of 
our nations and the world.





Part One

What Is Authority?
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Neither the judges nor the audience expected anything from 
the plain-looking, middle-aged, unemployed woman from 

Scotland who was a contestant on the reality television show 
Britain’s Got Talent in the spring of 2009. When asked what her 
dream was, Susan Boyle answered, “I’m trying to be a professional 
singer.” As she talked with the judges before her performance, 
they were openly skeptical, and many of the audience members 
rolled their eyes and shook their heads incredulously, perhaps 
thinking this contestant had been included for a comic element 
by the producers of the show. When the introductory notes of her 
song started to play—“I Dreamed a Dream,” from the musical Les 
Miserables—some audience members even looked as if they were 
anxiously holding their breaths, afraid that this unassuming, naive 
woman would humiliate herself before millions of people.

Then, she began to sing.

With lyrical tones, compelling emotion, and a professional 
delivery, she sang the song as if she had written it herself to 
describe her unfulfilled life up to that point and her hopes for the 
future. Most of the audience members were clapping, cheering, 
and standing when she had sung just a few lines, and she received a 

Chapter One

Authority Is Within You

You Have Personal Authority and Power to Fulfill  
Your Purpose in Life
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resounding standing ovation at the conclusion of her performance. 
In minutes, she went from being perceived as a joke to being con-
sidered an inspiration and a role model for all who are seeking a 
second chance in life, or for all who want a first chance to manifest 
to the world who they are on the inside.

Susan Boyle became an international phenomenon overnight 
through her television appearance, the popularity of the tape of 
her performance on YouTube, and the overwhelming attention of 
the media. People were captivated by her voice and moved by her 
story of decades of struggling and longing to make something of 
her life. 

Though her instantaneous rise to fame has caused inevitable 
stress for her along the way, she seems to have come to terms 
with the crush of attention. After finishing the contest in second 
place, she went on to build the professional singing career she had 
always dreamed of. Her debut CD, I Dreamed a Dream, has sold 
over eight million units worldwide as of this writing. The apex of 
her dream came to pass when, during the historic visit of Pope 
Benedict XVI to England and Scotland in September 2010, she 
was chosen to sing for the Pontiff at the conclusion of his open-air 
mass in Glasgow, which was attended by 65,000 people.

What does authority have to do with a television performance 
or even a singer? Doesn’t authority have to do with exercising some 
jurisdiction or control over other people? Doesn’t it involve, for 
example, leaders and followers, bosses and employees, parents and 
children, teachers and students, law enforcement officers and law-
breakers—in other words, those in charge and those under them 
who are instructed, directed, ordered, or made to do something?

Every Person on Earth Has Authority
There is an underlying aspect of authority that has not 

often been acknowledged or addressed by leaders, corporations, 
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governments, and individuals but that is crucial for effective 
and fulfilling human endeavor. It provides the key not only for 
individual accomplishment but also for corporate success. 

Susan Boyle’s story illustrates the essence of authority, as 
well as the heart of this book: true authority is personal, and 
true authority comes from within.

Authority does not mean having power or control over 
others.

Authority is not something you 
automatically receive with a title, either, 
such as “manager,” “boss,” “CEO,” or 
“president.”

Personal authority is inherent 
within every human being, whether 
that person is considered the one “in 
charge” or the one following orders. 
Authority is also inherent within every 
living thing created on earth. It is natu-
ral. It does not have to be “worked up,” 
and it cannot be given to someone—
only released and developed.

Personal authority can be defined as the intrinsic gifts a 
person or thing possesses in order to fulfill the purpose for 
which that person or thing was placed on this earth. Because 
authority is intrinsic, every person or living thing already has 
the ability to fulfill his/her/its authority in the area, or the 
domain, of his/her/its gifting.

You have a personal authority that enables you to fulfill 
your purpose on earth. Have you identified your own personal 
authority? If you believe you have, are you functioning in it 
to the fullest extent that you would like to and that you are  
able to?

Personal 
authority is 

inherent within 
every human 

being, whether 
that person is 
considered the 
one “in charge” 

or the one 
following orders.
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Four Foundational Principles for  
Understanding Authority

In this book, you will discover how to apply four foundational 
principles for understanding authority and entering into the power 
of your personal domain:

1. The Principle of the Author: The release of your personal 
authority is linked to the origin of your gifts and power, by 
which you can fully carry out your life’s purpose through your 
personal domain. Once you discover the true source of the 
authority that is inherent within you, opportunities for expe-
riencing fulfillment and for contributing your unique gifts to 
the world will open wide.

2. The Principle of Authorization: You not only have personal 
authority within you, but you also have the permission and the 
right to carry it out in the world. No matter what your past 
experiences have been, or no matter what restrictions you have 
previously felt, you have the authorization you need to start 
fulfilling your life’s purpose. You’ll discover the key to that 
authorization in coming chapters.

3. The Principle of Authenticity: No person is truly authentic until 
he is manifesting his inherent authority. Once you understand 
and become your true self—who you were born to be—your 
life takes on authenticity. In other words, you are real, or 
authentic, while you are being who you were meant to be and 
doing what you were meant to do. In the following pages, you 
will learn how to identify and develop your authentic self.

4. The Principle of Authority: The above three principles lead to 
this fourth and foremost principle of authority, which is two-
fold. First, everyone and everything is designed to fulfill its pur-
pose. Because your authority is inherent, you are automatically 
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equipped to be what you have been authorized to be and to do 
what you have been authorized to do. You have been designed 
to fulfill your life’s purpose. Your personal authority guides 
the focus of your life and enables you to accomplish what you 
were born to accomplish. Second, everything depends on and 
must yield to something else in order to function, grow, prosper, 
and succeed. As you read this book, you will increasingly see 
how you can tap into your unique design and begin to apply it 
to the various aspects of your life. Your personal authority will 
emerge, and you will be able to live an effective life as you work 
in collaboration with others to fulfill each other’s purposes. 

Authority Is Personal but Not Exclusive
Because authority is in essence personal, some people make 

the mistake of thinking that it is therefore exclusive to them and 
has nothing to do with others. They may think, I’m following my 
personal authority, so don’t get in my way. Or, they may tend to 
pursue their unique gifts and abilities only for what they can get 
out of them. Yet that perspective does not reflect the nature of per-
sonal authority, which is designed to operate in concert with other 
people and for the benefit of others, as well.

Since authority is within every person, and since humans are 
social beings who interact in social institutions, what happens 
when my authority meets your authority in the family, in the 
government, in the church, in the business world, and in other 
relationships and realms of human interaction? Authority works 
in such a way that people’s personal authorities are interrelated 
and function interdependently in corporate life. This isn’t just an 
observation but a vital principle: we need each other’s authority to 
fulfill our own.

Personal authority is carried out in the context of many realms 
of life and in association with a variety of human interactions and 
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organizations. It operates in conjunction with collective human 
endeavors, such as we experience in families, communities, gov-
ernments, churches, nonprofit organizations, schools, small busi-
nesses, and large corporations.

Yet none of these relationships and endeavors can truly thrive 
and be successful unless each individual associated with them 
understands his personal authority and is operating under it. 
Personal authority empowers each person to contribute his great-
est gifts and skills for his own fulfillment and for the benefit of the 
whole community—no matter how large or small that community 
may be.

What Is Your Dream?
What is your dream for yourself, your family, your business, 

your organization, or your nation? Many people don’t know how to 
live out their dreams or find their true place in the world because 
they don’t understand how to put into practice the above principles 
of authority. You may have some idea of your personal authority 
but are not fulfilling the vast potential still inside you; you recog-
nize that you are living well below your abilities.

What is true on a personal level is also true on a corporate 
level. Most of our corporate, community, and national problems 
come from the fact that people do not truly understand or live in 
their personal authorities or function in the interdependent nature 
of authority, which occurs when people blend their gifts to work 
together for the good of the whole.

Three Keys to Activating Personal Authority
In Susan Boyle’s case, her potential to inspire and entertain 

people through her inherent gift of music had been limited through 
a series of setbacks, not the least of which was early rejection by 
her peers, and the low self-esteem that resulted. Apparently, as she 
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grew older, even though she sang locally, she increasingly had a 
sense that life was passing her by.

What led to the change in her circumstances?

First, she was aware of her inherent, 
inner authority—her tremendous singing 
ability—and had not let that talent fall by 
the wayside but had tried to develop it as 
best she could. Personal authority is depen-
dent upon your truly knowing yourself, know-
ing the authority inside you. It is impossible 
to exercise your authority if you do not 
know yourself.

Second, although circumstances in her 
life had prevented her from having a pro-
fessional singing career in the past (she had 
even sent demo CDs to music companies, 
without success), Susan tried one more time. She made a conscious 
decision to act on her inherent authority. In fact, she had promised 
her mother, who had passed away, that she would “be someone.” 
Her success at “being someone” was not initiated by the fame 
and acclaim she received but because she exercised her inherent 
authority—who she was gifted to be—and the world took notice. 
When she employed her authority, she discovered the very real 
power of her personal domain.

Third, even though it was outside of her “comfort zone,” she 
submitted to placing herself in a situation where others could recognize 
her personal authority and enable her to pursue and develop it to the 
highest extent. Once she was willing to let that happen, her obvious 
talent commanded attention. The discovery of Susan Boyle’s out-
standing musical gift serves as an excellent example of the nature of 
one’s personal authority and its interdependence with the personal 
authority of others. Please note carefully that I did not say her 

Personal 
authority is 
dependent 
upon your 

truly knowing 
yourself, 

knowing the 
authority inside 

you.
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gift was created but rather “discovered.” The Britain’s Got Talent 
television show did not give authority to her singing gift but simply 
provided the stage for the release of her authority. In essence, she 
had always possessed the authority of her gift in the domain of 
singing, but she needed an audience and an opportunity to serve 
it to the world. Yet she almost didn’t try to be a contestant on the 
television program because she thought she was too old to pursue 
her dream. You are never too old or too young or too poor or too 
rich or too anything to pursue your inherent authority. What is 
natural within you will manifest itself if you allow it to.

Your Personal Domain
King Solomon, one of the wisest people who ever lived, wrote, 

“A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers him into the presence 
of the great” (Proverbs 18:16), and “Do you see a man skilled in his 
work? He will serve before kings” (Proverbs 22:29). Susan Boyle’s 
gift made a way for her—it brought her before influential people 
who opened doors that enabled her to fulfill the inner dreams and 
longings she had held all her life. Although she had already exer-
cised her gift in various ways in her local community, there was an 
even greater realm in which she was meant to share it.

Your authority also has a domain in which it is to be exer-
cised. The size or scope of that domain, and whether you become 
“well-known” is not the issue. The issue is whether you will recog-
nize what is inherent within you and exercise your gift for yourself 
and others. Your authority is your unique leadership ability in the 
world.

Many people allow their true authority to remain untapped. 
They have neither discovered nor pursued their special ability to 
contribute to their generation. Whether one is genuinely operat-
ing in one’s gifts is not necessarily measured by outward success. 
Both a multimillionaire businessman and a single mother strug-
gling to make ends meet can still have hidden, untapped authority 
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that, once released and manifested, will bring something of tre-
mendous value to their lives and the lives of others.

The only way you can exercise true authority is to recognize 
and start functioning in the power of your personal domain.

Counterfeit and Authentic Pursuits
When people violate the principles of authority, it is usually 

because they don’t have a foundational understanding of what 
genuine authority really is. Many individuals who have great gifts, 
talents, dreams, and promise have destroyed their futures by fail-
ing to implement these principles.

For example, many people pursue prosperity or fame for their 
own sakes, but these pursuits are not authentic. Instead, people 
should be pursuing their inner authority. They will discover that 
when they do so, prosperity will come toward them. Our prosper-
ity is found where our authority is.

True authority is the right and the power to be who you were 
created to be. You can be a more effective parent, carpenter, hair-
dresser, entrepreneur, CEO, teacher, student, pastor, government 
official, or any other role or calling—you can be a more effective 
person—if you discover your true authority and understand and 
live out its principles.

If you have already discovered your personal authority and are 
pursuing it, you can be even more effective in it by applying the 
principles of authority delineated in this book. You can discover 
how they operate and what they can do in your life and vocation 
as you interact with theirs in various realms of life and learn how 
to blend your personal authority with others’ for greater results. 
You’ll also learn the origins of your personal authority, why 
authority works, how authority works, and how to implement it.

If the concept of personal authority is new to you, or if you 
have been frustrated because you know you have something to 
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contribute to your generation but don’t feel you have been exercis-
ing your personal authority and want to be effective in it, you will 
find the tools you need in this book. Everyone can exercise author-
ity because authority is within each of us.

Why Many People Are Afraid of Authority
Although everyone has personal authority, and although all 

the major realms of human interaction involve the use of author-
ity, personal authority is still one of the most misunderstood prin-
ciples in human relations.

Because of this, most people I meet are afraid of authority to 
some degree. You may be one of them. You may have picked up 
this book with some measure of apprehension. That is understand-
able, considering the way authority has been modeled for many of 
us. Most people misunderstand authority because they have never 
seen it in its true form. Authority has been misconceived, misde-
fined, misrepresented, and misused. We’re afraid of it because we 
don’t understand its nature and purposes. As a result, it is seen as 
a negative element rather than a positive one.

You may have had a bad experience with a parent, a teacher, 
an employer, or another “authority figure.” You may be a woman 
or a member of a race or community who has been told you are 
inferior and who has been prevented from developing your abili-
ties to the fullest. Perhaps you have been a victim of oppression 
in which religious authority was used to control your life or, even 
worse, a religious authority figure took advantage of your trust and 
mentally or physically abused you. If that is the case, your distrust, 
fear, and hatred of authority are understandable. Or, you may be 
among those who believe that only people who have a certain title 
or a type A personality or who reach a certain “level” in life can 
have authority.
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Authority as an aspect of life has been misunderstood and 
misused to the point that it has often become the opposite of what 
it was meant to be. Yet you will discover in this book that the 
nature of genuine authority is the antithesis of suppression and 
oppression and is actually the source of true freedom and fulfill-
ment. 

In the next chapter, we’ll explore 
some of the distorted and restricted 
views of authority that people have 
accepted, and the misconceptions 
they breed, which have brought us 
to what I believe is an actual crisis 
in authority. In every country of 
the world, people misunderstand, 
misuse, or abuse authority. As a 
result, we have too much of the wrong 
kind of authority and too little of the 
right kind of authority. Our failure 
to understand authority has led to a 
decreasing quality in people’s lives and a lack of true order, peace, 
and progress in societies and cultures of the world.

What Are You Authorized to Do?
Authority is therefore the key to fulfillment and effective 

living, the means to proper function in life, and the guarantor of 
success. Authority is the law of maximum performance. It is also 
the means of powerful, positive influence in other people’s lives. 
If authority is all of these things, then is it imperative that we all 
understand this critical concept? Obviously, yes.

Unless you know what you’re authorized to do in life, you 
will always experience some degree of dissatisfaction, uncertainty, 

You have the 
opportunity, 

responsibility, and 
ability to develop 

your own personal 
authority and carry 

out your unique 
purpose in life in 
conjunction with 

others.
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frustration, and perhaps even anger in regard to your circum-
stances. Yet, you have the opportunity, responsibility, and ability 
to develop your own personal authority and carry out your unique 
purpose in life in conjunction with others.

You are uniquely designed for what you were born to do 
through your gifts, abilities, and personality. No matter what 
other people may have told you in the past about your potential, 
you can release the principles, power, and protection of authority 
into your life.

Each of the following chapters is designed so that, as you pro-
ceed through this book, you will gain a more complete picture of 
true authority and the many applications of authority to your life 
that will free you to be all you were meant to be. You’ll learn about 
the basic realms of authority and how to live fruitfully in each.

Through The Purpose and Power of Authority, you will  
come to…

• recognize what true authority is—and what it is not

• understand your own personal, inherent authority

• discover how to identify the “territory” or area of life you are 
authorized to oversee

• learn the origins of true authority

• gain order, simplicity, and peace in your life

• respond constructively to others in their own realms of 
authority

• exercise your intrinsic power and gifting

• lead others into their own personal authority

• live confidently and purposefully

• be true to your life calling

• maximize your gifts, talents, and skills
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• find true prosperity 

• work with joy

Susan Boyle determined to do something with her life after 
years of disappointment and therefore exercised the authority 
within her. “I made a promise to be someone,” she said. I want 
you to make that same promise to be someone. That “someone” is 
your true self manifested to the world. Susan Boyle not only has 
used her authority, but she is an authority. True authority is self-
manifestation.

In the next few chapters, we will look at some foundational 
principles of authority that are an essential background for under-
standing and implementing your personal authority.


