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I preached as never sure to preach again, 
and as a dying man to dying men.

—Richard Baxter, 1615–1691
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Preface

Psalmist and apostle unite in declaring their love for the Lover of 
souls: “I love the Lord” (Psalm 116:1); “We love him, because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). Christ has set His love upon us; is our love 
set upon Him? Do we love Him as He desires? Do we love Him 
as we should?

The tragedy is that Christ is not the living, bright reality to us 
that He ought to be. We sing, talk, and argue about Him; we try 
to speak to Him, but He is not real to us. When He lived here on 
earth, devoted souls gazed into His no ble, heavenly face and found 
it easy to love Him. Our difficulty, however, is that we have never 
seen Jesus, physically. Our vision of Him is one of faith, and the 
lack of His visible presence makes affection for Him somewhat 
difficult.

But Christ’s own ascension gift for His own people was 
the gracious Holy Spirit, who came to make Jesus real to 
believing hearts. It is He who takes the things of Christ and 
reveals them to us. Through the portraits of Christ that He paints, 
it is He who engenders our love for the Savior.

May this same Spirit be pleased to use this book to deepen 
our affection for the One who loves His own, and loves them unto 
the end!

—Herbert Lockyer
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C h a p t e r  1

A Cure for Troubled Hearts

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me.  (John 14:1)

When Sir Walter Scott, the eminent novelist, lay dying, he said 
to Lockhart (his son-in-law and biographer), “Read to me from the 
Book.” Lockhart replied, “What book?” Scott respond ed, “There 
is only one Book—the Bible.” Taking the sacred volume, Lockhart 
read from the four teenth chapter of the gospel of John. When he 
had finished reading, Sir Walter Scott said, “Well, that is a great 
comfort; I feel as if I were going to be myself again.”

That great man found consolation in those precious words 
that fell from the lips of Jesus, and multitudes of people in sorrow 
have pillowed their heads upon them: 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.  (John 14:1–3)

The Troubled Heart
“Let not your heart be troubled.” You may have noticed that 

although the Lord Jesus was addressing eleven men, He used the 
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singular tense: “Let not your heart be troubled.” If I knew that all of 
you were suffering and that each of your hearts was burdened with 
grief, I would try to console you by saying, “Let not your hearts be 
troubled.” But with His disciples around Him, Jesus said, “Let not 
your heart be troubled.”

The implication is this: Judas had left the up per chamber 
to sell his Lord for thirty pieces of silver. The moment Judas, the 
betrayer, was away from the group, Jesus knew that there was 
unity in their midst. You can never have unity if there is a “Judas” 
pre sent. You can never have unity in a church if there is a “Judas” 
attending it. But the moment Judas departed from the chamber, 
Jesus had a sense of liberty, for He said, “Now is the Son of man glo-
rified” (John 13:31) and “Let not your heart [singular] be troubled.”

I have never read these words without reflecting that the one 
Person in the group who should have been troubled was Jesus 
Himself! Yet He made no mention of His own troubles.

How we love self-pity! If we are passing through trials and 
adversities, we like to concen trate the sympathy of other people on 
our own personal needs. Yet Jesus, with the heaviest heart of the 
group, spoke as if He had not a care in the world. He thought only 
of the troubles of the men surrounding Him.

Consider, for a moment, Christ’s troubles. Judas had just left 
Him, soon to betray Him with a kiss. In a little while Peter would 
deny Christ and declare with an oath that he had never known 
Him. The rest of the disciples would also forsake Him and flee. 
Then, there was the trouble awaiting Christ outside, and He knew 
it only too well, for the angry mob thirsted for His blood. And 
then there was the ultimate trouble—the agony of the cross itself.

Yet, in spite of all these troubles, Jesus spoke as if He were a 
stranger to grief. Surely, our Lord would have us learn the cru-
cial lesson: that the only way we can reduce the weight of our own 
burden is to carry the burden of another! In the words of a hymn, 
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“Go, bury thy sorrow, the world has its share.” You always lighten 
the load that you may be bearing if you bend your shoulders to 
carry the burden of another sufferer.

But what was it that caused these men to have troubled hearts? 
Why, Jesus had told them the sad news that He was about to leave 
them, and they were stunned by our Lord’s declaration. This is 
why Jesus uttered the words, “Let not your heart be troubled.” They 
form a reply to Peter’s question in the closing verses of the previous 
chapter: “Lord, why cannot I follow thee now?” (John 13:37).

We can understand the feelings of those men who had 
been with Jesus for three years. They had continued with Him 
in His temptation; they had heard His voice and, leaving all, had 
follow ed Him. Throughout Christ’s ministry, they had been near 
at hand, and He was their all in all—their Friend, Master, Guide, 
and Teacher. But now, He had revealed the sad news that He was 
about to leave them, and they could not bear the thought of a 
future without Christ.

How would they live and bear witness for this miracle-worker 
at hand? Suppose Jesus was taken out of your life altogether—how 
would you feel? So, the looming separation from Jesus brought 
about the heart trouble of these men. In our own lives, there is 
always someone going away, and these separa tions that we must 
face from time to time bring trouble to our hearts, as well.

But that day in the upper room, Jesus gave a threefold cure 
for troubled hearts. It is useless in days of depression to go up 
to people who may be in dire circumstances and slap them on 
the back with the words, “Cheer up; better days are coming!” 
You only mock people as you speak to them that way.

You must give people some cure for their trou ble. You must 
point them to the secret and source of all strength and consola-
tion. That is what Jesus did that day. Had His precious message 
stopped with the opening verse “Let not your heart be troubled,” 
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His disciples would have gone on with deeper gloom sur rounding 
them. But here is what Jesus does for His disciples in the first three 
verses: He gives them three fragrant handkerchiefs with which to 
dry their tears. Now, they are comforted, indeed.

Faith in Christ
The first handkerchief is faith in Christ: “Ye believe in God, 

believe also in me” (John 14:1). The second handkerchief is faith in 
heaven: “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you” (verse 2). The 
third handkerchief for troubled hearts is faith in Christ’s return: “If 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (verse 3). Let us 
take these three handkerchiefs and consider them reverently.

First, there is faith in Christ Himself. Jesus said to these 
men, in effect, “You believe in God. Well, if you want the trou-
ble of your hearts relieved, believe also in Me.” The only cure 
for trouble, whether it is trouble in your world, nation, commu-
nity, or personal life, is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us try to understand the significance of this first verse. 
These men to whom the Lord addres sed His message were Jews 
who had had believ ed in the covenant-keeping God all their lives. 
But somehow, Jesus was beginning to disappoint their hopes. 
Our Lord, anticipating their disap pointment, uttered the words, 
“Believe also in me.” I have a circle drawn around that word “also” in 
my Bible. “Believe also in me.” They had set out with the belief that 
the Lord Jesus was going to be their Messiah, and that He would 
deliver them from the oppression of the Roman government. They 
had great hopes for Him as they watched the way He exercised 
His miraculous ministry. Yet here He has told them that He is 
going to die on a wooden cross.
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Imagine the pang of disappointment in the words uttered 
by the disciples as they walked the road to Emmaus: “We trusted 
that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel” (Luke 24:21). 
Our Lord was saying, in effect, “Believe in Me; I am not a disap-
pointment. You believe in God; let Me have the same confidence.” 
Here, the Lord Jesus puts Himself on the level of equality with the 
Father. He demands the same faith and confidence as is reposed in 
the Father. “Ye believe in God, believe also in me.”

We must never lose sight of the crucial fact that no faith in 
God is vital and acceptable unless there is a corresponding faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the culmination of the revelation of 
God. No worship of God is acceptable in His sight if Jesus Christ 
is not looked upon as coequal with the Father. He who honors 
the Son honors the Father, and no honor of God is acceptable 
unless there is a corresponding honor at tributed to Jesus Christ, 
His Son.

We live in a time when we need to emphasize what our Lord 
declared that day. We have great problems in the church, much 
of them the result of modernism. What is the sin of moder nism? 
It espouses a belief in God but not a cor responding belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as what the Nicene Creed calls “very God of very 
God.” All modern religious cults have at their heart the overthrow 
of the dei ty and authority of Jesus Christ. The acid test of any reli-
gious cult is the place it gives to Christ. If He lacks the place of 
preeminence in all things, then their worship of God is null and 
void. As Christ Himself said, “No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14:6).

There is trouble every day because Jesus is not given His right-
ful place. Give Him His place, and trouble ceases. So, here is the 
cure which Christ offers: faith in Himself. “Ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.” We live in a time when Jesus is despised and 
rejected. He looks for people who are willing to make much of 
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Him, those who will uphold Him. Let us acknowledge Christ 
properly: “Behold your God” (Isaiah 40:9).

Faith in Heaven
The second handkerchief that Christ handed to His disciples 

was faith in heaven. Notice the natural sequence here: verse 1, faith 
in Jesus; verse 2, faith in heaven. Unless we have faith in Jesus, we 
have no hope of heaven. People never go to heaven because they 
happen to believe in God. Our only guarantee of salvation is the 
assurance that our faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that we 
have Him and know Him as our personal Savior.

Listen to Christ’s words in the sixth verse: “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 
14:6). That is true in respect to heaven, true in respect to salva-
tion, and true in respect to worship, for if we reject the media-
tion of Jesus Christ, we are altogether lost. Faith in heaven! We 
ought to make much of heaven in these materialistic days when 
socialism is trying to create a heaven on earth.

Listen to the music of these words: “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you” (John 14:2). The word “house” is a very cold word. 
You can have a house that is not necessarily a home. The curse of 
this country is that we have a multitude of houses but all too few 
homes. Of course, the reason there are multitudes of houses and 
too few homes is the absence of Jesus.

You may have the best house, filled with all the mind could 
desire. Those who enter it may covet the rich furnishings and the 
costly furniture, but it is only a house unless there are love, unity, 
and harmony inside it, all based on the recognition of God. Then, 
no matter how humble the house may be, it is a home, a foretaste 
of heaven. Westcott and Hort were right in their translation of 
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the Greek New Testament when they stated the phrase, “In My 
Father’s home.” Heaven is home, and it becomes more of a 
home every day as earthly homes deteriorate and disintegrate.

“In my Father’s house are many mansions.” The word “mansions” 
is perplexing, for we have in mind some great edifice. It is trans-
lated from a Greek word meaning “abode” or “dwelling.” Or, per-
haps, “In My Father’s home are many abiding places.”

I think back fondly to the home in which I was born and 
reared, although it no longer exists. In heaven, there are abiding 
places. 

“In My Father’s home are many abiding places; if it were not 
so, I would have told you.” Here we have an indirect evidence of our 
Lord’s preexistence. He knew that there was such a place as the 
Father’s home with its abiding places, for He had lived there from 
past eternity.

Christ is the preexistent One. That is why He said, “Before 
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). Having liv ed in the bosom of the 
Father, He knew all about the reality and bliss of the upper cham-
ber. So, He did not mock these men with troubled hearts. He gave 
them the word of assurance, “If it were not so, I would have told you.” 
I believe in heaven because of what Jesus said; because, if there was 
no such place, He would have told us.

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” How did He go?

He did not go as Enoch and Elijah before Him. They went 
straight into the glory, escaping the grave. Not so with the Lord 
Jesus. On His way back to the Father’s home, He died, was buried 
in the grave, and rose again. By His death, burial, and resurrection, 
He made it possible to prepare men and women for the home that is 
in store for them. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people! 
If you are to be heaven-bound, then you must be heaven-born. And 
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the only way that you can be fully prepared for the home Christ is 
preparing for His own is to appropriate the finished work of the cross.

Faith in heaven. Let us make more of heaven than we do. We 
are not here below for very long. No matter how many years the 
Lord may privilege you to dwell on this planet, what is earthly life 
in comparison with eternity? Because we are to live throughout the 
countless ages of eternity in the presence of the Lord, there ought 
to be more of heaven in our souls. May there be something of the 
country we are traveling to in our very appearance! Let us emit the 
fragrance of the heavenly country that we soon will enter!

Faith in His Return
The third handkerchief that Christ gave to His disciples was 

faith in His return. “And if I go and prepare a place for you [and it has 
already taken nearly 2000 years to prepare that place], I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:3). Faith in Jesus leads to faith in heaven. If we have 
Jesus as our Savior, then we are confident of heaven as our eternal 
abode.

It is blessed to know that Jesus is coming from heaven to take 
us to heaven. “I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” In this third verse is the first 
direct reference in John’s gospel to the return of Jesus in the air for 
His own people. Every previous reference to the second coming 
of our Lord refers to Christ’s return to earth, but here, Jesus was 
speaking to His own, saying, “I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

I believe that Jesus is coming back, according to His Word. He 
was not a mere man that He should lie. If Christ does not return 
as He promised, then He is a liar, and it is no use for us to receive 
Him as a Savior. But we believe that He spoke the truth when He 
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said to those troubled men, in effect, “Cheer up! I am going to leave 
you. I will be away for a while, preparing a home for you, but I am 
coining back to receive you to Myself!” Those men believed that 
the Lord would come according to His promise. 

Do you believe in the return of the Lord Jesus Christ? He 
may be here at any moment, according to His Word, and if you 
are to share in this rapture, you must know Jesus as your Savior.

The word “receive” occurs twice in the Gospel of John. In John 
1:11–12, it reads, 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.

Then, here in John 14:3, it appears again: 

If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Notice the two truths: “As many as received him” and “I will 
come again and receive you.”

If you receive Jesus as your Savior, He will receive you 
when He returns in the air at the rapture. But Christ’s recep-
tion of you at His return depends on your reception of Him. If 
you linger in your sin and the Lord should come, then, because 
you refused to receive Him as your Savior, He will not receive 
you. You will be left behind to remorse.

Christ’s willingness to receive us is a cure for troubled 
hearts. This is the cure for my own troubled spirit as I look 
out on a world of chaos and collapse. I would droop beneath 
my responsibility if I did not believe that Jesus was on His way 
to clean up this man-caused mess on earth. Are you ready for 
the coming of the Lord?
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There’s a Man in yonder glory I have loved for many years;
He has cleared my guilty conscience and has banished all my fears.

He is coming in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
And no time will be allotted for you to utter one good-bye.
No time to kiss your husband or em brace your loving wife,

If they are but united in the bonds of holy life.
Are you ready, Christian, ready for shout and trump and voice?

Will His coming make you tremble or cause you to rejoice?
Are you walking, talking with Him daily, taking Him your care?
Do you live so close to heaven that a breath would waft you there?

—Herbert Lockyer


