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Introduction

Alas! The title of this volume in your hands, like Elisha’s axe 
head that fell into the water, is borrowed. It is taken from one of 
the passionate, electrifying speeches of Winston Churchill in the 
British Parliament during the dark and ominous days of World 
War II. German forces seemed to be irresistible in their conquest 
of Europe, leav ing much destruction and death behind them as 
they rav aged cities and towns in their gory, triumphal advance.

These were, likewise, terrible days for Britain, when some of 
her important centers were almost reduced to rub ble through con-
stant, disastrous air raids during the unchallenged superiority of 
the German air forces during the early stages of the war. As the 
war progressed, the stage was reached when the evident possibility 
of the island being invaded had to be faced, and every precaution 
of defense had to be taken. It was at this time that Prime Minister 
Churchill made his fearless, challenging war speeches. In his ral-
lying call given at the Guildhall, London, November 9, 1939, as 
the country wiped its wounds through death-dealing air raids, 
Churchill said, “The maxim of the British people is ‘Business as 
usual.’” When, in 1940, the toll of devastation and death became 
greater and bitter days were experienced, Churchill ad dressed the 
House of Commons on May 13 and gave ut terance to the memo-
rable words:

I would say to the House, as I said to those who have joined 
this Government, I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, 
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tears, and sweat. We shall not flag nor fail. We shall fight 
in France; we shall fight on the seas and oceans; we shall 
fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the 
air; we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be. 
We shall fight on the beaches; we shall fight on landing 
grounds; we shall fight in the fields and in the streets; we 
shall fight in the hills. We shall never surrender.

But when, in that year, France fell, and it was felt that the 
brutal German warlords were coming closer to the gates of Britain, 
Churchill gave Parliament a moving, eloquent speech that stirred 
the nation to defense—the nation of which he said in his address 
to Parliament on August 20, 1940, “Never in the field of human 
conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.” That speech 
remains as one of the most appealing utter ances of history. Before 
that, he had told the House of Commons:

Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties and so bear 
ourselves that, if the British Empire and its common-
wealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, “This 
was their finest hour.”

It was doubtless this glowing tribute to Britain’s brave and 
dauntless stand against Hitler’s plundering armies that sprang to 
my mind as I came yet once again to that arrestive page in sacred 
history crammed with the brief records of those heroes of faith 
who reached their finest hour as they endured perils, toil, pain, 
and martyrdom because of their love of eternal realities. Here is 
the scroll of blood and tears, as found in Hebrews 11:32–40:

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the 
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, adminis-
tered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the 
mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped 
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the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; 
and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 
Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others 
were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might 
gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while 
still others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; 
they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. 
They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, per-
secuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of them. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 
holes in the ground. These were all commended for their faith, 
yet none of them received what had been promised. God had 
planned something better for us so that only together with us 
would they be made perfect. (niv)

In the following chapters, I have endeavored to suggest what 
I deem to be the finest hours reached by some of the well-known 
figures in Scripture as they climbed the steep ascent to heaven. 
Other lovers of the Word may feel that different events are more 
stirring in the lives of the saints I have chosen. So be it! Now, at 
ninety-three years of age, my finest and most momentous hour 
came when, as a lad of eighteen, the Lord met and saved me with 
an everlasting salvation. What an hour that was when, as a poor 
youth, I cried for mercy and the Lord heard me, and has continued 
with me through my long pilgrimage! My most sublime hour, how-
ever, will come, before very long now, when I shall see the glorious 
face of Him who saved me by His matchless grace.

—Dr. Herbert Lockyer (1979)
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C h a p t e r  1

God and His Fine Hour 
of Approbation

As the Lord from everlasting to everlasting, God is eternal and 
therefore timeless. His years have no end. In His abode above, 
what we call time is not recognized. There, it is one eternal now. 
God’s life and actions are not associated with the portions of time 
that we know of as years, months, weeks, days, and hours. Time 
is only re lated to the successive states of the universe in which we 
live, move, and have our being, and in which man is a creature of 
time. 

Yet the marvel is that the timeless One Himself created this 
universe and in doing so brought into it time, divided up as days—
with each creative day being a period marked off by a beginning 
and an end. Thus, the first day of crea tion was connected by light. 
(See Genesis 1:3–5.) Originally, then, day meant part of the solar 
day of twenty-four hours, with its morning and evening. (See 
Genesis 1:14–19.) In seven days, the heavens and the earth were 
finished and all the host of them, as well as the creation of the 
world’s first two human beings, and so we read,

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had 
made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work 
which God created and made. (Genesis 2:2–3)

In The Dark, Blue Sea, Lord Byron gave us the couplet:
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Time writes no wrinkles on thine azure brow— 
Such as creation’s dawn beheld, thou rollest now.

Coming to God’s finest hour in His control of the earth He 
created, it is not an easy matter to pinpoint a particular period 
of time, for in His manifold dealings with men in ancient times, 
there were great and glorious hours—for example, when He tri-
umphed over the pur suing Egyptian hordes at the Red Sea. (See 
Exodus 14.)

But, personally, I feel that God’s finest hour was one of appro-
bation as He surveyed His masterpiece of creation, the record of 
which is condensed for us in fifteen words oozing with satisfac-
tion over such a wonderful performance: “And God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). 
Holy pride of accomplishment filled the divine heart. “The glory 
of the Lord shall endure for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in his works” 
(Psalm 104:31). The Lord ever rejoices over His works.

God’s created world was good until man appeared in it. Then, it 
became very good, seeing he came in the image of his Creator. Thus, 
contemplating all that had been created, God saw everything He 
had made answering to the plan which His eternal wisdom had 
conceived, and answered, “Behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). 
But He never pronounced it very good till He had seen it so.

All God’s works are still under His eyes, for He ever reflects 
upon all wisdom of the products His power provides and is satis-
fied. Does not this fine hour of approbation over a task perfectly 
accomplished set us an example of reviewing our day’s task? May 
the last hour before entering upon the rest of the night ever be one 
of inner joy and satisfaction that we have lived and labored for the 
glory of God.




