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Preface

Creation finds its origin, existence, happiness, power, and glory 
in the will of God.

Redemption also finds its origin, maintenance, blessedness, 
power, and glory in God’s will.

The life of grace in the heart owes its origin, maintenance, 
blessedness, power, and its glory, as well, to the will of God.

In knowing, loving, doing, bearing, and fulfilling His blessed 
will, the spiritual life finds its growth, rest, joy, strength, fruitful-
ness, and its everlasting blessedness.

The one thing a Christian needs is to continually live in the 
will of God.

Whether it is God’s will in His providence in time or His pur-
pose in eternity, God’s will in His precepts or His promises, he 
who lives there will find God Himself and all His salvation.

May God teach us that as His will is the one cause and power 
of all that He does to demonstrate His glory, and of all that His 
Son did and does for our redemption, so the one thing His child 
needs is to prove that his whole life is the manifestation of the 
power and glory of God’s blessed will.

With the prayer that God, by His Holy Spirit, may reveal this 
to each reader of this book…

Yours in Christ Jesus,

—Andrew Murray



Thou sweet, beloved will of God,
 My anchor ground, my fortress hill,
My spirit’s silent, fair abode,
 In Thee I hide me and am still.

Thou, that willest good alone,
 Lead Thou the way—Thou guidest best;
A little child, I follow on,
 And trusting, lean upon Thy breast.

Thy beautiful, sweet will, my God,
 Holds fast in its sublime embrace
My captive will, a gladsome bird,
 Prisoned in such a realm of grace.

Within this place of certain good,
 Love evermore expands her wings,
Or nestling in Thy perfect choice,
 Abides content with what it brings.

Oh, lightest burden, sweetest yoke,
 It lifts, it bears my happy soul,
It giveth wings to this poor heart;
 My freedom is Thy grand control.

Thy wonderful, grand will, my God,
 With triumph now I make it mine;
And faith shall cry a joyous Yes!
 To every dear command of Thine.
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C h a p t e r  1

The Glory of Heaven

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
—Matthew 6:10

The human will is the power by which a person determines his 
actions and decides what to do or not to do. His hidden, inward 
being, proving what his desires and dispositions are—foolish or 
wise, good or evil—is manifested in this will. The will is the revela-
tion of character and life. What a person truly wills, he infallibly 
seeks to have done, either by himself or through others.

In the will of God, we have the perfect expression of His 
divine perfection. Because He is the fountain of all beauty and 
blessedness, His will is inconceivably beautiful and blessed. 
His divine wisdom and goodness are made known through it. 
Through it alone can man know his God. In accepting and doing  
God’s will, man finds the only and the sure way to fellowship and 
union with the Father.

The glory and the blessedness of heaven consist of nothing but 
this—God’s will is done therein and by all. There is nothing to 
hinder God’s working His blessed will in countless hosts. Those to 
whom He wills goodness, blessedness, and service, surrender their 
whole beings in submission and adora tion. God lives in them and 
they in God. They are filled with the fullness of God.

In the Lord’s Prayer, our Blessed Master teaches us to come to 
the Father with the wonderful petition that His will may be done 
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on earth, even “as it is in heaven”! He calls us to open our hearts 
and to think and lift them heavenward in real desire and prayer. 
He bids us to count on an answer. According to the power that 
He works in us, we are to expect the experience in such measure 
as we are fitted for: God’s will done in us and by us, “in earth, as it 
is in heaven.” The God who works it in heaven is our Father, and 
He delights to work it on earth. The blessedness of earth cannot 
possibly be different from that of heaven. Let our hearts desire and 
delight to have the will of God done.

“Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth!” These chapters 
invite you to come and meditate on this petition. In this way, the 
Father, by His Holy Spirit, may show you the divine beauty of 
His will and the altogether heavenly blessedness of living in it. 
Let us begin by considering what God’s will includes. Then, we 
may know exactly what our Lord means and what we are to expect 
when we pray, “Thy will be done.”

There is, first, the will of God ’s holy providence. Everything 
that happens on earth comes to the child of God as the will of his 
Father. In His infinite wisdom, God so overrules all the evil of 
men and devils that in permitting it, He can take it up into His 
will and make it work out His purpose. Joseph said of his broth-
ers’ sin: “Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good” 
(Genesis 50:20). Jesus said to Pilate: “Thou couldest have no power 
at all against me, except it were given thee from above” (John 19:11). 
In everything that happened to Him, He saw God’s will. The cup 
was the Father’s will for Him.

When the Christian learns to see God’s will in everything 
that happens to him—grievous or pleasing, great or small—the 
prayer, “Thy will be done,” will become the unceasing expression 
of adoring submission and praise. The whole world, with its dark 
mysteries, life, and difficulties, will be illuminated by the light of 
God’s presence and rule. The soul will taste the rest and the bliss 
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of knowing that it is always encircled and watched over by God’s 
will. Nothing can separate the soul from the love of which the will 
is the expression. Happy is the Christian who receives everything 
in providence as the will of His Father.

Next, there is the will of God’s righteous precepts. Every command 
of our Father in heaven is a ray of the divine will—radiant to the eye 
that can see it—with all the perfection of the divine nature. It comes 
as proof of the divine condescension, tenderly accommodating itself 
to our feebleness as it puts the divine will into words that we can 
understand. It is suited to our special capacity and circumstances.

We all naturally connect the rays of light on earth with the 
sun from which they come. The more the Christian learns to link 
every precept with the infinite will of love from which it comes, the 
more he will see the nobility and the joy in a life of entire obedi-
ence. The privilege and the honor of carrying out, in human forms, 
the perfect will of the Father in heaven will be made clear. He then 
learns to say of God’s precepts, “They are the rejoicing of my heart” 
(Psalm 119:111). And “Thy will be done, as in heaven” becomes the 
secret inspiration for gladly fulfilling all God’s commands.

Then comes the will of God ’s precious promises. We often fail 
to grasp or understand some promise because we deal with it as a 
part and do not connect it with the great whole of God’s blessed 
will for us. Let every believer earnestly seek to realize what God’s 
will in His promises is. It is His determination and desire to do a 
certain thing, for us or in us, if we will only trust Him. Behind the 
promise, the faithful, almighty God waits to fulfill it.

What strength it would give in prayer—what confidence in 
expectation—to be quiet and trace the promise to God’s living 
will and loving heart. He wills to make it true to everyone who 
yields himself in trust and dependence. “Thy will be done,” in view 
of God’s providence, is the language of a glad submission. In view 
of His precepts, it is the surrender to a full obedience. Here, in 
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relation to the promises, it becomes the song of an assured hope. 
Your will be done, by Yourself in us, O Father in heaven.

One more thought—there is the will of God ’s eternal purpose. 
Our understanding of God’s will in His providence, His precepts, 
and His promises is often very much confined to ourselves. The 
believer, who longs to enter fully into the entire will of God, will 
be led to a wider and a deeper insight into the glory of its coun-
sels. He will learn something of that great purpose that has filled 
the heart of God from eternity. This purpose reveals nothing less 
than the triumph of God’s redeeming love in a world of sin.

As he is led by the Holy Spirit into the great counsels of 
redemption and into the meaning of the sacrifice by which God 
has sought to accomplish them, the believer feels how little he 
has realized his position. As he comes to know the patience with 
which God is working out His plans and the final triumph that is 
so sure and so glorious, the meaning of this prayer becomes clear. 
“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” becomes the expres-
sion of his fellowship with God in the wondrous carrying out of 
His everlasting counsel of grace. This prayer demonstrates the 
believer’s intercession on behalf of a perishing world and his joyful 
anticipation of all flesh seeing the glory of God. He feels like a 
piece of dust floating in the sunlight of God’s presence. He knows 
himself an instrument, a vessel, a member of the body of Christ, 
through which God’s glory is working out His perfect will.

Believer, come and listen. This prayer needs your whole heart. 
You need the teaching and the indwelling of Jesus Christ in your 
heart to be able to pray it correctly. This prayer calls for a heart, a will, 
and a life entirely given up to the Father in heaven by His indwelling 
Spirit before it can be understood. Let the glory of God doing His 
will in us and through us be met by nothing less than a will wholly 
given up to do His will on earth, as it is done in heaven. Study how 
God’s will is done in heaven. Yield yourself to do it even so on earth.




