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Introduction

In this book are ten Bible lessons that I have prepared for you. 
However, in this introduction, I would like to present an effec-

tive method of preparing your own Bible lessons. To follow this 
method, you will need four things:

1. A Bible—with cross-references, if possible.

2. Cruden’s Complete Concordance or Young’s Analytical 
Concordance.*

3. A notebook.

4. An undisturbed desk or table where you can keep the 
above three things, along with a supply of pens, always 
ready.

After obtaining these few necessary things, proceed as follows:

1. Commit yourself to the Lord with a few words of prayer, 
asking for light and guidance and expecting to receive 
them.

2. Choose a subject appropriate to the occasion.

3. In the concordance, find all the words referring to this 
subject. From among the texts given, select those that 
seem to best shed light on the subject, listing them in 
your notebook.

4. Read over the selected texts carefully, and make a list 
of the most striking ones on a separate piece of paper. 
To put them in the order that will best develop the les-
son, begin your list with a familiar text and gradually 
progress to those not so well-known, letting each succes-
sive text develop the subject a little more clearly than the 

*Note: More quality Bible concordances are available today, including electronic 
versions and those corresponding to newer Bible versions. 
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last. Conclude the list, if possible, with some practical 
instance from Bible history, or some biblical illustration 
that includes a type. (I will explain more about types in 
Chapter 6.)

5. After preparing your list, open your Bible to the first 
text, and in the margin beside it, write the reference to 
the second text on your list. Turn to this second one, 
and write beside it the reference to the third. Turn to the 
third, and write beside it the reference to the fourth, and 
so on through the whole list. Finally, refer to your first 
text, the foundation text, and sum up the whole subject.

6. On a blank page at the end of your Bible, write down 
an index of all the subjects you have studied in this way, 
along with the foundation text for each subject. If you 
have no blank pages at the end of your Bible, tape a half 
sheet of notebook paper inside the back cover.

7. If you want, you can write a list of all your texts in the 
margin beside the first text, so that you have them all in 
front of you at once to choose from.

8. By this plan, you will have a complete chain of texts on 
any given subject running through your Bible, each verse 
referring you to the next one that you should read. This 
method avoids the trouble of loose slips of paper, which 
could easily cause you embarrassment by falling out of 
your Bible. Also, having once studied a subject, you will 
have it ready for any future use. By turning to your in-
dex, you can, at a moment’s notice, open your Bible to 
the foundation text, and then turn to one text after an-
other throughout the whole course of your lesson, with-
out hesitation or uneasiness.
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Chapter 1

Our Savior

Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
—Luke 2:10–11

Notice that Christ is “a Savior,” not a Helper; that is, He is 
One who saves, not merely One who offers to help us save 

ourselves. He knows our helplessness and therefore declared that 
He had come “to seek and to save.”

[Jesus said,] “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.”  Luke 19:10

“I am with you to save you and deliver you,” says the Lord.   
 Jeremiah 15:20

Who Is This Savior?

I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior…. I, even I, am the Lord, and besides Me there is no 
savior.  Isaiah 43:3, 11

There is no other God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; 
there is none besides Me.…Look to Me, and be saved, all you 
ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.  
 Isaiah 45:21–22

The God who created us is the God who saves us. Not another 
god, for there is none besides Him, but the very God our Creator 
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Himself. Some are prone to think of our Creator and our Savior as 
two Gods, with interests that are not identical. But we are told as 
plainly as words can tell it that the Creator is also the Savior, and 
“there is none besides.”

To God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen.  Jude 25

You shall know that I, the Lord, am your Savior and your 
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.  Isaiah 60:16

For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially 
of those who believe.  1 Timothy 4:10

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by 
angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up in glory.   1 Timothy 3:16

Therefore, since it is God, the almighty God, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, who is our Savior, there can be no question 
about His ability to save us. We may rest our case in His care with-
out any anxiety or fear.

From What Does God Save Us?
He saves us from our sins.

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.   
 Matthew 1:21

To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent 
Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your 
iniquities.  Acts 3:26
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Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works. Titus 2:14

He saves us from our temptations.

For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able 
to aid those who are tempted. Hebrews 2:18

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.  
 1 Corinthians 10:13

He saves us from our cares.

Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.   
 1 Peter 5:7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.   
 Philippians 4:6–7

He saves us from our troubles.

You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; 
You shall surround me with songs of deliverance. Psalm 32:7

He saves us from our bondage to sin and Satan.

Thus says the Lord: “…For now I will break off his yoke from 
you, and burst your bonds apart.”  Nahum 1:12–13

O Lord, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son 
of Your maidservant; You have loosed my bonds.   
 Psalm 116:16
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He saves us from our enemies.

Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and re-
deemed His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of His servant David, as He spoke by the 
mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the world 
began, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us, to perform the mercy promised to our 
fathers and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which 
He swore to our father Abraham: to grant us that we, be-
ing delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all the 
days of our life.  Luke 1:68–75

He saves us from our fears.

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from 
all my fears.  Psalm 34:4

You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow 
that flies by day, nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, 
nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.   
 Psalm 91:5–6

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through 
death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage. Hebrews 2:14–15

This does not mean that we will have no temptations to entice 
us, no cares to burden us, no enemies to attack us, no sorrows to 
grieve us. But out of them all, and in them all, we will be saved 
with an interior salvation that will continually make us “more than 
conquerors” (Romans 8:37).
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Whom Does God Save?
He saves those who are lost.

[Jesus said,] “For the Son of Man has come to save that which 
was lost.”  Matthew 18:11

For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will search for 
My sheep and seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out 
My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were 
scattered on a cloudy and dark day.… I will seek what was 
lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken 
and strengthen what was sick.”  Ezekiel 34:11–12, 16

So He spoke this parable to them, saying: “What man of you, 
having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is 
lost until he finds it?”  Luke 15:3–4

He saves sinners—bad people who feel themselves to be 
unworthy.

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief. 1 Timothy 1:15

[Jesus said,] “I have not come to call the righteous, but sin-
ners, to repentance.”  Luke 5:32

Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and despised others: “Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax col-
lector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, 
I thank You that I am not like other men; extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I 
give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing 
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afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but 
beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell 
you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”  Luke 18:9–14

He saves the helpless.

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.”  2 Corinthians 12:9

He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might 
He increases strength.  Isaiah 40:29

He saves the spiritually sick.

When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.”   
 Matthew 9:12

He saves the world.

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the whole world. 1 John 2:2

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son 
as Savior of the world. 1 John 4:14

Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of 
what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know 
that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”   
 John 4:42

How Did God Announce His Own 
Mission When on Earth?

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. 
And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 
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Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed the 
book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the 
book, He found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenheart-
ed, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” Then He closed the book, 
and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 
of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He 
began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  Luke 4:16–21

When Does God Save Us?
He saves now.

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble.  Psalm 46:1

How Does God Save Us?
By His own mighty power, and out of His own heart of love 

and mercy.

For they did not gain possession of the land by their own 
sword, nor did their own arm save them; but it was Your right 
hand, Your arm, and the light of Your countenance, because 
You favored them.  Psalm 44:3

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but ac-
cording to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:5
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For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast. Ephesians 2:8–9

And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish 
for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you 
shall see again no more forever. The Lord will fight for you, 
and you shall hold your peace.” Exodus 14:13–14

Why Does God Save Us?
Because He loves us.

[Jesus said,] “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God 
has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through Him.  1 John 4:9

[God] has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose 
and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time 
began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.   
 2 Timothy 1:9–10

Also, He saves us in order to show forth to the universe the 
exceeding riches of His grace, and of His wisdom and His power.

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
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the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2:4–7

To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be 
made known by the church to the principalities and powers in 
the heavenly places.  Ephesians 3:10

What Is Our Part in This Salvation?
The part that we play in our salvation is threefold: surrender, 

trust, and obedience.

Surrender

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you. James 4:7

O You who hear prayer, to You all flesh will come.   
 Psalm 65:2

Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall 
live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you; the 
sure mercies of David. Isaiah 55:3

[Jesus said,] “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

But as for me, I would seek God, and to God I would commit 
my cause. Job 5:8

Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while 
He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh-
teous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He 
will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abun-
dantly pardon. Isaiah 55:6–7
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Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says 
the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive 
you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons 
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  
 2 Corinthians 6:17–18

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God com-
mit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 
 1 Peter 4:19

Trust

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a re-
warder of those who diligently seek Him. Hebrews 11:6

Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He 
shall bring it to pass. Psalm 37:5

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remem-
ber the name of the Lord our God. They have bowed down 
and fallen; but we have risen and stand upright.  
 Psalm 20:7–8

And the Lord shall help them and deliver them; He shall de-
liver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust 
in Him. Psalm 37:40

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which can-
not be moved, but abides forever.  Psalm 125:1

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 
that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, 
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and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the 
Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to 
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, 
for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 
For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
 Romans 10:8–13

[Jesus said,] “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”   
 John 3:14–15

[Jesus said,] “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me has everlasting life.” John 6:47

[Jesus said,] “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have 
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”   
 John 6:40

To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 
whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.  
 Acts 10:43

Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this 
Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him 
everyone who believes is justified from all things from which 
you could not be justified by the law of Moses.  
 Acts 13:38–39

Obedience

Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves 
to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of 
sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteous-
ness?  Romans 6:16
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[Jesus said,] “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons 
in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ Therefore whoever hears 
these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain de-
scended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But 
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do 
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its 
fall.”  Matthew 7:21–27

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your-
selves. James 1:22

What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith 
but does not have works? Can faith save him?…Thus also faith 
by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.…For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 
 James 2:14, 17, 26

Not one of these three things—surrender, trust, or obedi-
ence—will do without the others. Not only must we yield our-
selves utterly to God, but we must also trust Him. Furthermore, 
we must walk in obedience to Him. I believe that it is impossible 
to do any one of these three things fully without doing the oth-
ers also, for they are inseparably connected. We cannot yield un-
less we trust, and we cannot trust unless we both yield and obey. 
Just as fire without heat is an impossibility, so faith without works 
is an impossibility. There is no contradiction, therefore, between 
the teachings of Paul, who emphasized faith, and James, who 
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emphasized works. These two Bible writers were only developing 
different sides of the same truth—equally essential sides.

What must we do to make Christ our Savior?

We can do nothing to make Him our Savior, for He has al-
ready been born our Savior. The announcement of the angels was, 
“There is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). All we can do, therefore, is to believe 
this announcement and to receive Him as our Savior.

When a little brother is born into a family, the other children 
do not ask, “What should we do to make him our brother?” On 
the contrary, they joyfully announce to all who enter the house, 
“Oh, we have a little brother! We have a new little brother! Don’t 
you want to see him?”

Let us be like them in the simplicity of our faith. Believing the 
declaration that a Savior has been born unto us, let us tell everyone 
the joyful news.




