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I ’M SOLD ON BEING BOLD





9

1

BOLD AS A LION

When I was a young man, I experienced tormenting 
fears in many areas of my life. I was reluctant, hesitant, 
and fearful. When the Lord called me into the minis-
try, He miraculously transformed me from that fearful 
young man into an excited servant of God. For many 
years, I lived free from fear in all of its forms. Then, in 
1976, I experienced a crisis that, once again, brought me 
face-to-face with the difference between fearful, defeat-
ed living and the victory of bold Bible living.

For years, there had been a mole on the side of my 
face. It was flat, about the size of my fingernail. When 
the mole began changing color and size, it became really 
ugly in appearance. I’d comb my hair over my temple to 
hide its repulsiveness.

In February 1976, my wife, Joyce, and I were pre-
paring to leave for an overseas mission. We were having 
breakfast with our children when my son Donnie spoke 
up for all of them. “Dad, we’re worried about that growth 
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on the side of your head. Before you leave for this trip, we 
wish you would go to the doctor for an examination.”

I consented to my children’s request and that same 
afternoon was at a doctor’s office in Surrey, British 
Columbia. The doctor carefully examined the growth 
and then asked me, in a serious tone of voice, “Reverend 
Gossett, how soon can you be ready for surgery?”

“Surgery?” I inquired. “I had no idea that you had 
such an action in mind.”

The doctor responded, “It is imperative that you 
have surgery done as soon as possible. We must not 
delay.”

I informed the doctor that we would be away un-
til March 1. He looked at his calendar and scheduled 
my surgery for March 4, 1976. He gravely informed me 
of the potential danger of the growth and said that the 
surgery must not be postponed any later than that date.

When Joyce and I arrived overseas a few days later, 
I was battling intense fears about the doctor’s verdict. I 
was having what Harold Hill calls an “old-fashioned pity 
party.” Why should this happen to me? Why should I be 
the “victim” of such a threatening situation?

One day, I was standing and looking at myself in the 
mirror, lightly touching the growth and remembering 
the doctor’s warning of its potential danger. Joyce saw 
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me standing there and spoke out, “Somebody I know is 
having some real fears.”

“Yes, that’s right, honey,” I admitted.
Joyce walked across the room to me, and I thought 

she was coming to share some words of tender, loving 
care. But you don’t know my wife! When she was just 
a few feet from me, she looked at me sharply and said, 
“Shame on you!”

“Shame on me? Why did you say that?” I asked.
“You are the preacher who has written books on 

how to overcome fear; you have shared dozens of radio 
messages around the world on living free from fear all the 
days of your life. And now, here you are—fearing.”

“But, honey, this is for real….”
My wife boldly took action. She said to me, “Don, 

there are three things we must remember: (1) surgery 
may be God’s way for you in this situation; (2) surgery 
may not be necessary, because the Lord may heal you 
in His own sovereignty; and (3) whatever happens, we 
must not give place to fear, because that would be giving 
place to the devil.”

With those words, Joyce staunchly placed her hand 
upon my chest and began rebuking the spirit of fear in 
the name of Jesus. That was one of the most remarkable 
liberations of my life! Suddenly the fear was all gone. It 
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was like a fetter had broken from my chest. I was free to 
breathe deeply without any fear in my heart.

While the growth persisted and even became larger 
and uglier in the days ahead, I never feared it again. The 
Lord liberated me totally from the tormenting spirits of 
fear, and I was free to praise God, confess His Word, 
and boldly anticipate the Lord’s miracle for my life.

When we were flying home on March 1, I reached 
up and accidently touched the growth. When I did so, 
about one-half of it fell into my hand. Then, during the 
night of March 3, a tremendous miracle occurred. I 
rose early the next morning, felt my head, and was de-
lighted to discover that there was nothing where the 
growth had been! I rushed to the mirror to examine 
it more closely and found that the growth was com-
pletely gone! Returning to bed, I saw the remains of 
the growth scattered in my bedsheets.

Joyfully, I awakened Joyce and shared the won-
derful news. “Honey, this is the day I’m scheduled 
for surgery…and there’s nothing to ‘surge!’”

We rejoiced together at what the Lord had done! 
What a beautiful day March 4 was turning out to be.

At breakfast with Joyce and our son Michael, we 
decided that I should keep the appointment for the 
scheduled surgery. I asked, a little curiously, “What am 



Bold as a Lion  13

I going to say to the doctors today? Nothing like this has 
ever happened to me before.”

Michael declared in a strong voice, “Dad, when you 
meet with those doctors today, just tell it like it is!”

When I arrived at the clinic for the scheduled sur-
gery, I was met by a nurse. She led me to the room where 
I was to leave my clothes and wait until they were ready 
to perform the surgery. Just as we reached the room, I 
said, “Nurse, you may not have noticed, but I don’t have 
the growth anymore.”

She looked astonished. “You don’t have the growth? 
What happened to it?”

With joy in my heart, I replied, “The Lord Jesus 
Christ healed it completely!”

At the mention of the Lord healing me, the nurse 
looked rather frightened and quickly said, “I must get 
the doctors immediately.” She scurried out of the room 
and down the hall.

In a few moments, the first doctor returned with my 
medical chart in his hand. He studied the chart and then 
carefully examined my head. He repeated this process 
several times and then explained, “I better get the other 
doctor. He was involved in your case more than I was.”

After a bit, the second doctor arrived. He was 
somewhat dubious about my account that the Lord had 
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wrought a miracle for me. He eyed me curiously and 
asked, “What’s this I hear about you working a wonder 
on yourself?”

“Doctor, I didn’t do it. The Lord did it, and I give 
Him the thanks and glory!”

For the next twenty minutes, these physicians dis-
cussed the entire matter with me. I shared my expe-
rience exactly as it had happened: How I almost suc-
cumbed to the spirit of fear, how Joyce prayed for me, 
and how the Lord began healing me in the seventy-two 
hours just before the scheduled surgery. As I spoke, the 
doctors seemed to relax and were much more open in 
their attitudes.

After some time, the first doctor turned to the second 
one and asked, “Could this have been a work of nature?” 
But the other doctor only replied, “What is nature?”

As our discussion came to a close, both doctors pro-
nounced my case dismissed. They acknowledged they’d 
had no part in the healing that had taken place. The 
Lord received all of the glory!

This miracle has stood the test for more than three 
years now. Never has any trace of that growth reap-
peared. I have thanked the Lord a hundred times for the 
healing, for the victory over fear, and for the continuing 
demonstration of the power of bold Bible living.
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It has been many years since God first led us to 
pioneer the message of bold Bible living on our radio 
broadcasts. It meant a great deal in my own life, for it 
has been through this knowledge of God’s Word that 
I have learned to live as the Bible exhorts us to live in 
Romans 8:37—as “more than conquerors through Christ 
who loved us.”

What is bold Bible living? What does it mean?
First, bold Bible living means “Living” with a capi-

tal L. “He that hath the Son hath life” (1 John 5:12). 
When we receive Christ as Lord and Savior, God gives 
us life abundant (see John 10:10) and everlasting (see 
John 3:16).

Second, we live by the Bible. Jesus taught us how to 
really live: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matthew 
4:4). My constant appeal in the ministry is to live by 
God’s Word. This is Bible living.

Third, the Lord clearly led us to emphasize bold 
Bible living. In studying the Scriptures concerning 
bold Bible living, we discovered a tremendous prom-
ise of God: every one of us can be bold as a lion! Why? 
Because “the righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 28:1).
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Who are the righteous? Every born-again Christian! 
How? By faith in Jesus Christ! We have no righteous-
ness of our own that can please God. But God made 
Jesus become sin for us, that we might be made the righ-
teousness of God in Christ. (See 2 Corinthians 5:21.)

Yes, we are the righteousness of the Lord. And the 
righteous are bold as a lion.

What does it mean to be “bold as a lion”? It primar-
ily means possessing four characteristics: (1) confidence, 
(2) courage, (3) fearlessness, and (4) daring.

Confidence in Christ, not ourselves, that enables us 
to shout, “I can do all things through Christ which strength-
eneth me” (Philippians 4:13).

Courage, the same Bible courage that characterized 
all of the righteous ones in the Scriptures. Consider such 
men and their deeds as Daniel, David, Elijah, Abraham, 
Joshua, and Moses, to name only a few.

Fearlessness, the ability of God enabling us to live 
free from fear all our days. “For God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

Daring to act on the Word of God, to do what God 
says we can do.

These are four distinct qualities, yet they harmonize 
together. It is difficult to have one without possessing 
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all four of them. The Word abounds with challenging 
truths that assure us that God gives these qualities and 
then expects us to use them. The Lord promises, “Fear 
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God” (Isaiah 41:10). “For thus saith the Lord God… 
in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength”  
(Isaiah 30:15). “Be strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest” (Joshua 1:9).

Several passages from Joshua, chapter 1, clearly 
reveal God’s directive toward courageous living: to 
be strong and of good courage. This is bold living—
being courageous under all adversities and learn-
ing that triumph goes to those who practice this 
truth. It is being able to say with David, “Though 
an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not 
fear: though war should rise against me, in this will 
I be confident” (Psalm 27:3).

In May 1967, I was in Israel. When we came to 
the area where the Israelites were in array against the 
Philistines, my imagination vividly recalled the great 
event.

If a man ever displayed courage under fire, it was 
David in that hour. The whole army of Israel was terri-
fied by the giant Goliath. No man could do battle with 
him. In fact, they were all cowards in his presence and 
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in the face of his humiliating taunts against Israel. So 
overwhelming were the odds against the Israelite army 
that no man would even attempt to “save face” in that 
time of crisis.

We see David step out on that field of battle and chal-
lenge the giant who laughed at him. David was not a cow-
ard. God had given him victories in the past against such 
formidable foes as a lion and a bear. This young man had 
courage, and courage was the needed quality here.

By the help of his God, David conquered the giant 
that day. What were his secrets? (1) He believed in his 
heart he could conquer Goliath, and he boldly declared 
the same. We, too, must confess our faith, confess the 
Scriptures, and boldly affirm that what God has spo-
ken is ours. (2) His courage was because of the name 
of the Lord. “I come to you in the name of the Lord” 
(1 Samuel 17:45), declared David. Our strength is in His 
name, as well. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10).

An evangelist friend of mine, Velmer Gardner, told 
me an amazing story one evening of a man who exhibited 
bold Bible living and courage in the Lord under very ad-
verse circumstances. The story went something like this:

Years ago, in a terrible blizzard, a Spirit-filled 
farmer was stranded many miles from nowhere. His car 
windshield was freezing over, and the wipers wouldn’t 
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work. The heater was nonexistent. He was in a desperate 
condition.

This man told the Lord, “Now, Lord, You know that 
I am many miles from home. My wife is there without 
sufficient food. Lord, if You let me stay here, I’ll freeze 
to death in a short time, and Mama will starve if I don’t 
get home with the food.”

Then the man did something daring. He said, “Lord, 
You know that I can’t see anything at all, so I’m going to 
start this car and commit it into Your hands to guide it.”

This earnest Christian man started the car and 
drove it down those country roads, unable to see any-
thing, but just turning the steering wheel as he was led 
by the Spirit of God. Mile after mile he drove along—by 
spiritual radar—turning curves and corners when he 
felt he should do so.

Then suddenly, the car came to a dead stop. The 
farmer looked down and saw that the ignition had been 
turned off. For a moment, he was concerned, and he told 
the Lord so: “Lord, You know this isn’t my home. You 
have brought me thus far, but You can’t let me stop here.” 
He looked out the window to survey his location, and 
suddenly the express train went whizzing by. Had the 
car not stopped right when it did, he would have been on 
the tracks when the train passed!
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The man bowed his head and said, “Thank You, 
Lord. You knew more about the situation than I did.”

The man turned on the ignition again, started the 
car, and, later that afternoon, arrived at his farm, safe 
and sound!

That is bold Bible living—moving out boldly in 
the face of adverse circumstances, trusting the Lord to 
uphold you. “The people that do know their God shall be 
strong, and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32). I’m sold on being 
bold because those who are bold do exploits in the name 
of the Lord.

The AlphAbeT of bold living

The following is what I call my “Alphabet of Bold 
Living.” It covers many Scriptures that are our footholds 
for bold Bible living. Learn them and allow them to be-
come a part of your heart. Then move out in bold ex-
ploits for God!

A. “All boldness to speak thy Word” (Acts 4:29).
B. “Bold in our God” (1 Thessalonians 2:2).
C. “Come boldly unto the throne of grace” (Hebrews 4:16).
D. “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you” 

(James 4:8).
E. “Endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).
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F. “Filled with the Holy Ghost, they spake the word of 
God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).

G. “Great is my boldness of speech” (2 Corinthi ans 7:4).
H. “Having boldness to enter into the holiest by the 

blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19).
I. “I can do all things through Christ which strength-

eneth me” (Philippians 4:13).
J. “Joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).
K. “Know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” 

(John 8:32).
L. “Lo, he speaketh boldly” (John 7:26).
M. “Much bold in Christ” (Philemon 8).
N. “Nothing ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, 

so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life, or by death” (Philippians 1:20).

O. “Obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
P. “Paul spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus” 

(Acts 9:29).
Q. “Quench not the Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19).
R. “Righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 28:1).
S. “Saw the boldness of Peter and John…they took 

knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus” 
(Acts 4:13).
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T. “That we may have boldness in the day of judgment” 
(1 John 4:17).

U. “Utterance may be given unto me, that I may open 
my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 
the gospel…that I might speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak” (Ephesians 6:19–20).

V. “Violent take it by force” (Matthew 11:12).
W. “We may boldly say” (Hebrews 13:6).
X. “Wax bold” (Acts 13:46).
Y. “Ye are not your own…ye are bought with a price” 

(1 Corinthians 6:19–20).
Z. “Zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14).


