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INTRODUCTION

Two years ago, A Handbook on Holy Spirit Baptism was pub-
lished, intended primarily as a help to those attending seminars 
where the baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit were being taught. 
To our delight, it seemed to find a particular niche in the literary 
market, and its reception has far exceeded our expectations.

But A Handbook on Holy Spirit Baptism dealt almost entirely 
with the initial experience of the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and 
the people helped by it began to ask why a similar handbook on 
questions and answers on the other gifts of the Holy Spirit could 
not be provided. Since the first handbook seemed a convenient 
size, it was decided that a second handbook would be produced, 
rather than enlarging and revising the first.

Tongues, Interpretation & Prophecy is the result. Like the first 
in the series, it follows a simple question and answer format and 
does not require reading from beginning to end to be of value. 
Once more we have allowed the question itself to serve as the 
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chapter heading. Thus, by referring to the table of contents, you 
can quickly find those questions of greatest interest to you.

If the Holy Spirit chooses to bless and prosper this second 
handbook as He did the first, I shall be more than grateful and 
more than satisfied.

—Don W. Basham



S E C T I O N  I

CONCERNING 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have 
you ignorant.” 

—1 Corinthians. 12:1
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C H A P T E R  1

Why do you divide the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit into three 
categories of three gifts each?

In 1 Corinthians chapter twelve, Paul listed the nine spiritual 
manifestations we have come to call the nine gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another 
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by 
the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another proph-
ecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of 
tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these 
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every 
man severally as he will. (1 Corinthians 12:8–11)

For many years, biblical scholars have recognized that by their 
definition as well as their function, these manifestations or “gifts” 
clearly fall into three categories of three gifts each. There are three 
gifts of inspiration, three gifts of revelation, and three gifts of 
power.

Gifts of Inspiration: 
 Tongues 
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 Interpretation of Tongues 
 Prophecy

Gifts of Revelation: 
 Word of Knowledge  
 Word of Wisdom  
 Discerning of Spirits

Gifts of Power: 
 Faith 
 Healings  
 Miracles

As indicated by its title, this book addresses itself primarily to 
questions dealing with the inspirational gifts; tongues, interpreta-
tion of tongues, and prophecy. Subsequent handbooks will deal 
with the gifts of revelation and the gifts of power.

The gifts of inspiration have also been referred to as the vocal 
gifts, since in order for their manifestation, there must be utiliza-
tion of the vocal or speech apparatus of the person through whom 
they are being mani fested. This is not necessarily the case with the 
gifts of revelation or the gifts of power.


