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PREFACE

Madame Guyon’s correspondence was extensive, occupying 
five printed volumes. Her style of writing is somewhat diffuse. 
I have not undertaken a literal and full translation of her letters 
but have endeavored to give a just expression of her religious 
sentiments and experiences in a concise way.

Her correspondence with the French theologian François 
Fénelon is contained, principally, in the fifth volume of her let-
ters. In translating this correspondence, I have also made a selec-
tion of such letters and such portions of them, as she deemed of 
most value. Correspondence between persons so distinguished 
naturally awakens deep interest.

As far as can be ascertained from dates, this correspondence 
commenced in the year 1688, the year of Madame Guyon’s 



release from prison, and embraces only two years. Fénelon 
embraced the doctrine of pure love and suffered meekly all the 
persecutions he received on this account. He was the steadfast 
friend and advocate of Madame Guyon and her principles until 
the close of his life. Fénelon was a man of high position, a man of 
talents, learning, and piety, and greatly respected and beloved.

The following extract is taken from the conclusion of all 
Madame Guyon’s writings: 

If ever these writings fall into the hands of others, either 
before or after my death, I pray them not to examine 
them scrupulously, but endeavor to draw from them 
whatever instruction is adapted to their state. God will 
enlighten the humble.

—P. L. Upham 
Compiler and Translator 

New York, 1870



THE LIFE OF  
JEANNE GUYON

Jeanne-Marie Bouvier de la Motte—the full maiden name 
of Madame Guyon—was born in Montargis, France, on April 
13, 1648. She was married to M. J. Guyon in 1664 and became 
the mother of four children. In July 1676, her husband passed 
away. Madam Guyon was one of that number who, in advance 
of the common standard of piety, was called to be a reformer; 
and, on this account, she suffered great persecutions. She was 
imprisoned several times: once, for eight month; and later, for 
four years in one of the towers of Paris’ celebrated Bastille.

After her release, she was banished to the town of Blois, on 
the river Loire, for the remainder of her days. At the time of 
her release from the Bastille, she was fifty-four-years-old. Her 



sufferings from the cold, damp walls of the prison in the winter, 
and the confined air in the summer, along with other privations 
and hardships, greatly impaired her constitution and rendered 
her ill to the close of her days. She died on June 9, 1717, at the 
age of sixty-nine.
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1

REIGN OF CHRIST 
IN THE HEART

I have read your letter, my dear brother, with great pleasure. It 
is my highest happiness to see the reign of Jesus Christ extend-
ing itself in the hearts of God’s people. An external religion has 
too much usurped the place of the religion of the heart. The 
ancient saints—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Enoch, and Job—lived 
interiorly with God. The reign of Christ on earth is nothing 
more, nor less, than the subjection of the whole soul to Himself. 
Alas! The world is opposed to this reign. Many pray, “Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven;” but they are unwilling to 
be crucified to the world and to their sinful lusts. God designs 
to bring His children, naturally rebellious, through the desert 
of crucifixions and the temptations in the wilderness into the 
Promised Land. But how many rebel, choosing to be slaves in 
Egypt rather than suffer the reductions of their sensual appetite.

Since Jesus Christ appeared on earth, there is a general 
belief that the kingdoms of this world will ultimately be subject 
to His dominion. But we may ask, Who hastens His coming by 
now yielding up his own heart to His entire control?

Our Lord imposed no rigorous ceremonies on His disci-
ples. He taught them to enter into the closet, to retire within 
the heart, to speak but few words, to open their hearts, and to 
receive the descent of the Holy Spirit.
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The holy Sabbath has not only an external, but a deeply spir-
itual meaning. It symbolizes the rest of the holy soul, in union 
with God. Oh! That all Christians might know the coming of 
Jesus Christ in the soul! That they might live in God, and God 
in them! 

God alone knows how much I love you.

2

TURN FROM SELF 
TO CHRIST

You are not forgotten, my dear E. God has engraved you on 
my heart. If you have not consented to the thoughts that have 
crossed your mind, do not be afflicted on account of them. The 
examination and dwelling upon these thoughts brings them 
again to life. Be on your guard against everything that entangles 
you in self. God is a Father who bears with the innocent faults 
of His children and wipes away the stains they have contracted. 
The greatest wrong you can do to God is to doubt His love. He 
regards the simplicity and purity of the intention. It is right to 
cherish great self-distrust, to realize your weakness and help-
lessness; but do not stop there. Confide as much more in God, 
as you hope less from yourself.

Do not afflict yourself, because you do not, at all times, 
realize a sensible confidence in God and other consoling, happy 


