
What People Are Saying About Prophetic Praise

This exceptional work by Dr. Joshua Fowler is one of the most profound 
yet practical approaches to this subject of praise and worship that I have 
read in a long time. The author’s approach to this timely issue is a fresh 
breath of air that captivates the heart, engages the mind, and inspires the 
spirit. Prophetic Praise is a gift of motivation to worship.

—Dr. Myles Munroe 
Best-selling author; president and founder, 

Bahamas Faith Ministries International 
Nassau, Bahamas 

Joshua Fowler is a man of God in passionate pursuit of His presence, and 
has been since he was a teenager. His breadth and depth of understand-
ing regarding the heart of the Father, and what He is seeking from His 
sons and daughters, is drawn from his wealth of study and his handling of 
the Word of God for many, many years. He is a seasoned apostolic voice 
with a fresh mandate to unleash a flood tide of God’s glorious river in and 
through the saints. Prophetic Praise is a hands-on, lifelong learning manual 
describing where the move of God needs to be directed and flowing in the 
coming days.

—Dr. Mark J. Chironna 
Senior Pastor, The Master’s Touch International Church 

Orlando, Florida

In Prophetic Praise, you will be inspired to live life from the heavenlies, 
and see God’s kingdom demonstrated in the earth. Dr. Joshua Fowler has 
written a book that will equip you to rule and reign from God’s seat of 
authority, as you walk in the revelation of being seated in heavenly places 
in Christ. There is a sound of praise waiting to be released through you. 
As it is released, not only will your own prison doors open, but God will 
make you a point of breakthrough for others, as well. Get ready to rule 
over your enemies as God’s praise marks your life. 

—Matt Sorger 
President, Matt Sorger Ministries/television host, Power for Life  

Seldon, New York 



Prophetic Praise is a timely written work of revelation that will elevate 
every believer into a life that will establish the reign of Christ in their 
everyday lives. Apostle Fowler is a modern-day David, who will help you 
to release the sounds of heaven into your own life, resulting in a manifes-
tation of the presence of God that will heal, restore, and refresh the heart 
of the worshipper.    

—Tammy Chism 
Impact Life Centre 

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Dr. Fowler has written a true gem with Prophetic Praise. I would highly 
recommend it to anyone who desires a greater understanding of what 
truly happens when we release the sound of praise. I am convinced that 
these concepts and teachings can truly unlock our authority in the king-
dom, as well as change the way we approach our corporate and personal 
times of worship. This is a must-read!

—Trent Cory 
Minister, worship leader, and songwriter

In his book Prophetic Praise, Joshua Fowler brings a renewed understand-
ing of the purpose and power of praise to the twenty-first-century church. 
His passion to see the body of Christ understand and embrace their posi-
tion, seated in heavenly places with Christ, will stir you to take your place 
as a governor of praise on the earth. Allow the truths in this book to pen-
etrate your heart and transform your expressions of praise into prophetic 
decrees that shatter the enemy’s territory and release the kingdom of God!

—Kelanie Gloeckler 
Songwriter and worship leader, New Life Christian Fellowship 

Jacksonville, Florida



Joshua Fowler has written a book that is a must-read for every believer, 
especially pastors. I had the amazing privilege of reading Prophetic Praise 
while ministering in worship gatherings across the nation Brazil. It stirred 
my faith and stoked the flame in my heart to see a nation changed through 
the power of praise! The revelation in this book is crucial for the times in 
which we are living. There is an urgency in this hour for the children of 
God to step into a place of authority in our worship! I know Joshua Fowler 
personally and have ministered in his church for years. He lives what he 
teaches in this book. I wholeheartedly, and without reservation, recom-
mend Prophetic Praise. It will challenge you and hopefully bring some new 
insight to the way you view the power of your praise! 

—Jason Lee Jones 
Worship recording artist 

Savannah, Georgia

Apostle Joshua has a calling to lead the body of Christ into the presence 
of the Lord; he is gifted in this way. His new book, Prophetic Praise, will 
bring you into a new dimension in praise. When I first met Joshua at a 
conference, the Lord gave me a word for him: that, as a drummer, he car-
ries the heart of God, which is released as he plays the drums. He releases 
the heartbeat of God for praise. Your life will never be the same as you 
engage in the revelation he shares in this book.

—Apostle Mark van Gundy 
Senior Pastor, Church of Destiny and Igreja Philadelphia 

London, England

Joshua Fowler is a voice to this generation. God has raised this man up 
as a general. Prophetic Praise is a must-read. As the church continues to 
understand the power behind our praise, we will take territory for His 
kingdom. In this book, you will get an understanding of prophetic praise. 
Prophetic praise is not praising God for something that has already hap-
pened; it’s praising God for something to happen. Apostle Fowler, you did 
it again! 

—J. R. Gonzalez 
Senior Pastor, Dominion Life Center 

North Hollywood, California



Apostle Joshua has truly heard from God in writing Prophetic Praise! 
In an age when people are collectively spending millions on conferences 
and retreats to find the “outpouring” of God’s presence, Apostle Joshua 
has brought us back to our original purpose of worshipping God, taking 
dominion on earth, and thus finding His “outpouring”!

—Apostle Steve Perea 
West Coast FiveFold Network 

Manteca, California

When I began reading this book, the image that came to mind was of 
holding a “tuning fork” in your hands. I believe that’s what this book will 
do for your life. I believe the revelation of praise and worship is a tuning 
fork that brings us into unity with God and into His very manifest love 
and presence. I encourage you to open your heart, mind, and spirit to 
embrace the journey of revelation that Joshua Fowler embarks upon in 
this book. In your hands are some precious keys of revelation that will 
take you deeper in your walk with Jesus Christ!

—Ryan Wyatt 
Founding lead pastor, Fuse Church 

Knoxville, Tennessee

It is with great pleasure that I take this opportunity to endorse Prophetic 
Praise. Having known Dr. Fowler for more than twelve years, I know 
that what is contained in the pages of this book is from a man who oper-
ates in true prophetic praise. I highly recommend this book, not only to 
church leaders but also to laypeople everywhere who seriously desire to be 
grounded in an understanding of praise and worship. Read, then go forth 
in Prophetic Praise!

—Michael Scantlebury  
Author and founding apostle, Kingdom-Impact International Network



Prophetic Praise by Joshua Fowler provides a real solution for those who 
have been called to take territories for the kingdom of God. It is authen-
tic, insightful, and replete with useful strategies for releasing the power of 
praise in any situation. In my work as a life-change strategist, I will, with-
out a doubt, put this tool in the hands of those individuals, teams, and 
organizations who desire to realize their God-given right to take domin-
ion. Every kingdom practitioner should have a copy in his arsenal.

—Dr. Michael A. Phillips 
Certified Business Advisor and senior leader, 

Kingdom Life International Center 
Orlando, Florida
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FOREWORD

I have personally seen Joshua Fowler’s passion for praise, worship, and 
the presence of God. His passion for worship is evident in his local 

church and can be seen in the people he has raised up to be true worship-
pers. His passion can also be seen in this book. The revelation in Prophetic 
Praise is necessary for those who want to have significant breakthroughs 
in their personal lives, ministries, and territories.

There is an authority and power that is released through praise; this 
is what the book is about. Praise is a weapon, and praise is a part of ruling 
and reigning with Christ. Jesus comes from the tribe of Judah. The scepter 
comes from the tribe of Judah. God’s tabernacle was in Judah. His pres-
ence was in Zion, which was located in Judah. “Praisers” have the spiritual 
DNA of Judah, the tribe from which Christ the Ruler comes. It is more 
necessary than ever that leaders teach on the subject of praise. God inhab-
its the praises of Israel. (See Psalm 22:3 kjv.) In other words, praise brings 
the presence of God; the King dwells in the midst of praise. This book will 
challenge readers to see the importance of praise for today’s church. As 
Joshua says, “Praise is not a preliminary part of the church service.”
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Praise among the nations was God’s ultimate plan and purpose 
through the redemptive act of Christ’s death and sacrifice. The Lord’s 
directive to Joshua—“Teach My people to worship Me, for worship is the 
closest place on earth to Me”—is the motivation for this book. God is 
pleased when people are taught to worship.

As you read this book, allow the inspired words to settle in your spirit. 
Joshua writes from a place of prophetic authority and revelation. This is 
not an echo of what has been written before. There is always fresh revela-
tion for a new generation, and Joshua is a voice to this generation. His 
assignment is to see a new generation arise and come forth in praise and 
worship that will go further than that of previous generations. We have 
yet to see the fullness of what God desires to do through Prophetic Praise. 
The best is yet to come. There are miracles that are yet to be released. Get 
ready to go on a new journey in praise.

—John Eckhardt 
Apostle and overseer, Crusaders Church Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois
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INTRODUCTION

It was in an obscure place nestled in the middle of what appeared to 
be “Nowhereville.” As a mere sixteen-year-old, I had a God encounter 

that shook me to my core and unleashed an insatiable appetite for the 
presence of God. This encounter didn’t happen at a large conference or 
in a megachurch. It didn’t happen with world-renowned speakers or wor-
ship teams. It took place in a small church on the frozen farmlands of 
Wisconsin. 

I had never witnessed anything like it before. The atmosphere was 
pregnant with expectancy and fueled by intense hunger and prayer. 
Throughout the day, people were coming continuously on their breaks 
to walk the floors of the sanctuary, praying and singing in the Spirit. The 
church had a private school, and every hour, the students would open the 
classroom doors and fall on their faces, praying and singing in the Spirit. 
When it came time for the service, the atmosphere was so thick with the 
presence of God that you could have cut it with a knife! The people were 
not satisfied with the typical “little dab will do” song service but pressed 
in with passion until they touched the Lord. 
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After the Word was preached, many people came forward, giving 
their lives to the Lord. Instead of closing with a few remarks and prayer, 
the pastor called for the worship team and commanded the people to 
enter in with the angels who were rejoicing over the souls that were 
saved. Like a volcano, the place erupted with shouting, dancing, and 
singing. In the midst of this, I closed my eyes, lifted my hands, let go, 
and began to dance. Suddenly, it was as if I had been raptured into 
higher realms of praise and worship than I had ever experienced before. 
Although I had started out seven rows back, I was oblivious to the fact 
that I praised my way to the front of the sanctuary, beside the key-
board. The song ended with a crescendo, and the pastor began address-
ing the people. 

Although I tried to restrain myself, I was drunk on the “new wine” 
and couldn’t stop laughing. The pastor and the church heard me and 
joined me in laughter. My emotions overflowed, and I began to weep tears 
of joy. I fell to my knees, and when I touched the floor, heaven opened, 
and I heard the most beautiful sounds I have ever heard! It was the host of 
heaven worshipping before God’s throne. Then the Lord said something 
that would send me on the quest that has shaped my life’s destiny. He said, 
“Teach My people to worship Me, for worship is the closest place to Me on 
earth.” By this point, I was weeping and trembling uncontrollably. Then, 
I heard a loud boom! It was the jarring sound of the cordless microphone 
as Pastor John jumped off the platform and ran over to me. He placed his 
hand on my head and released a prophecy that still resounds in my spirit 
today: “I have put My Word in your mouth and a stone in your hand to 
set this generation free.” 

I believe this book is part of the fulfillment of that prophecy: a word 
and a stone to set generations free. As you read it, it is my desire that you 
will be stirred to a greater hunger and passion for the Lord, and that you 
will enter into the realm of prophetic praise. 

In this book, you will discover that when you “upload” praise and wor-
ship to the heavens, it draws the lost into the kingdom and “downloads” 
heaven, releasing signs and wonders and allowing us to spiritually govern 
territories and impact nations for Christ! Move beyond the revelation, 
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receive the impartation, and, when the Holy Spirit moves upon your 
heart, enter into participation! Whether you kneel, lift your hands, sing, 
dance, shout, cry, or laugh, let yourself go and join heaven’s host in the 
realm of prophetic praise. 
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1

UPLOAD WORSHIP

I believe Isaiah 55 is a master key to understanding how to download 
heaven. This passage has made an indelible mark upon my life. I don’t 

share this to boast, but it has become so real in my life that it seems to fall 
out of my Bible and wash over me. In fact, the entire book of Isaiah rains 
over my life and prophesies to me all the time. These words were penned 
centuries ago, but they are more fresh and real today than ever before.

Isaiah 55: A Master Key

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have 
no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. Why do you spend money for what is not 
bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to 
Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance. 
Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; and 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you—the sure mercies of 
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David. Indeed I have given him as a witness to the people, a leader 
and commander for the people. Surely you shall call a nation you do 
not know, and nations who do not know you shall run to you, because 
of the Lord your God, and the Holy One of Israel; for He has glorified 
you. Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He 
is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. “For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain comes 
down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water 
the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth 
from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish 
what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. For 
you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace; the mountains and 
the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree; and 
it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not 
be cut off.”  (Isaiah 55)

My Water Is Worship
My water is worship, and heaven’s rain is my life’s sustenance. Heaven’s 

rain is everything I need. So, when I offer worship, it goes up in a form 
of water to refresh my Father God. But, when He sends it back down as 
rain, within it is whatever I need.

For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not 
return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My 
word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, 
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but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:10–11)

Rain isn’t created in the sky. It is drawn up into the heavens from 
the earth in the form of evaporation. The barometric pressure begins to 
fall, pulling up the moisture from the oceans, lakes, and other bodies of 
water, into the heavens. This water rises up from the earth in one form—
vapor—but when it comes back down, it is released in a new form—rain!

In Isaiah 55, God is giving us a key! “For as the rain comes down and 
the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth.” 

We are God’s body on earth. If He is going to speak, He is going to 
speak through us. If He is going to move, He is going to move on the earth 
through us. All across the planet, God is looking for people who will get 
His Word into their mouths so that it might be released—those who will 
send His Word into the heavens through praise and worship. Like water, 
as we worship the Lord, it goes up in one form, but it does not return unto 
Him void. It will accomplish whatever it was sent to accomplish. 

If you need to see a breakthrough in your finances, begin to worship 
Jehovah Jireh—“The Lord your Provider”!  As you lift Him up, guess what 
comes back down? The rain of supernatural increase. 

If you need healing, worship Jehovah Rafeh—“God heals”! The more 
you worship, saying, “You are my healer,” guess what happens? Healing 
rains down! As you send the right thing up, the right thing will come back 
down, because what goes up must come down. As you upload worship, 
the thing for which you are believing will manifest.

So [Jesus] came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was 
there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by 
the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to 
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His disciples 
had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria 
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said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, 
a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who 
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, 
and He would have given you living water.” The woman said to Him, 
“Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then 
do You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons 
and his livestock?” Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks 
of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that 
I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him 
will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting 
life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may 
not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your 
husband, and come here.” The woman answered and said, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ 
for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is 
not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” The woman said to Him, 
“Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this 
mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one 
ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour 
is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, 
worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know 
what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God 
is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” 
(who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”  
 (John 4:5–25)

I can just imagine Jesus sitting on the well. You might say that “the 
Well” was sitting on the well! When the Samaritan woman came up to 
him, He asked her to get Him a drink. Then He revealed a powerful 
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insight into the water of worship. You see, Jesus chose to use this well to 
illustrate how worship is connected to water.

Jesus is still thirsty today, and He’s searching for people who will 
bring Him a refreshing drink of water from the wells of worship. Like 
the Samaritan woman, many people today are still distracted by where 
they should worship and with whom they should worship. Jesus broke it 
down: Our worship should never be confined to a place; worship is not 
something we do only on Sundays at church. It is not the warm-up band 
for the sermon. Worship is a lifestyle. Worship is a poured-out, 24/7 life-
style. Worship is a perpetual drink offering submitted unto the Lord. The 
Father is still seeking true worshippers today—those who will worship 
Him in spirit and truth. Before you read any further, take this opportu-
nity to offer up your life to the Father as a drink offering. Pour your wor-
ship on Him. Let Him know how much you love Him. Sing a new song of 
praise and worship to the Lord.

The U.P.L.O.A.D.

U = Uprightness

Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His 
holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not 
lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. (Psalm 24:3–4)

Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name; worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness.  (Psalm 29:2)

Pure worship must originate from the beauty of holiness. Only 
upright people can release uploads of praise and worship. I may not 
understand how the Internet works, but I’m glad it does! With one click 
of my computer mouse, I can send an e-mail to the other side of the world. 
That’s amazing! I can Skype with someone who lives in a far-off country. 
Of course, making those connections depends on having an unblocked 
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transmission and plenty of signal strength. If the antenna of your Wi-Fi 
modem is obstructed or out of position, your computer will not be able to 
go online. 

Likewise, with worship, there are many Christians who are not able 
to receive a strong signal from heaven because they’re not living upright 
lives. God wants to make you upright! He wants to restore you to a place 
of righteousness.

Have you seen the movie Up? In it, the main character attaches a huge 
number of helium balloons to his house, and it flies up, up, and away! It 
floats off to the place where his dear, departed wife always wanted it to go. 
There are a lot of people who never rise up, because they don’t have the 
“helium” of an upright spirit.

True worship is not horizontal; it’s vertical. True worship is upward. 
Would you like to experience upward mobility? Would you like to receive 
a promotion? The Bible says that promotion comes from the Lord. (See 
Psalm 75:6–7 kjv.) So, if you want promotion in any area of your life, you 
have to look upward. Rubbing shoulders with people here on the earth 
won’t get you the upward mobility you expect. You must “rub shoulders” 
with God; you must lay your head on His chest! When you spend time 
with Him, upward mobility is inevitable!

P = Passion

We must be a passionate people of prayer, praise, and prophecy if we 
expect to be able to upload praise. Have you ever eaten something that 
looked good on the outside, only to find, when you took that first bite, that 
it hadn’t been fully cooked? Wasn’t that frustrating? Half-baked praise is 
thoughtless praise. Don’t allow your praise to be an afterthought. Be pas-
sionate! You don’t pay good money to see a movie you expect to depress 
you. You go to a movie because you want to be inspired—you want to 
have your soul lifted; you want to see someone get excited about some-
thing. You don’t go to a ball game to see your favorite team go through the 
motions and lose. You want your team to put it all on the line and win! 
You want to experience passion in your life!
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Your worship of God should be both intimate and passionate. This is 
what the Lord desires of you. It is what makes your relationship with Him 
work. If your relationship with God is scheduled only on Sundays, it won’t 
work. God desires to be intimately woven throughout all the areas of your 
life. He wants to be involved in what you do, what you say, and where you 
go. He wants to be your first thought when you awake in the morning and 
your last thought before you drift off to sleep at night. That is passion, and 
it is vital to your relationship with God!

It’s a shame the way some people treat God. They say, “I saw Him last 
week at church. We’re doing great. I threw some money in the bucket, so 
I’m good.”  

No! God is not your weekend date. Don’t treat Him like a person of 
ill-repute at whom you throw money for a good time. Sorry to be crude, 
but that is how some people treat God. You’re supposed to be in covenant 
with Him, in love with Him, spending time with Him. It needs to be pas-
sionate. You have to say, “What can I do for You, God? How can I show 
You my love?” God knows what you desire, and He wants to lavish His 
affection on you. 

Do you know what God wants? What He needs? He wants your 
worship. 

My wife likes receiving love notes. I leave them for her on the refrig-
erator. The first thing she sees in the morning is a note telling her how 
beautiful she is and how much I love her. She needs to feel that she is 
loved. She also knows that I need her to show me affection, as well. She 
does that for me. We constantly communicate with each other in order to 
express our passion and love. I’m not saying that we are perfect, but I am 
saying that this is how it works in a relationship, and this is how it should 
work with your relationship with God.

A religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what 
do I need to do to get eternal life?” He answered, “What’s written in 
God’s Law? How do you interpret it?” He said, “That you love the 
Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intel-
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ligence—and that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself.”  
 (Luke 10:25–27 msg)

[God said,] “But my servant Caleb—this is a different story. He has a 
different spirit; he follows me passionately. I’ll bring him into the land 
that he scouted and his children will inherit it.”  
 (Numbers 14:24 msg)

God proves to be good to the man who passionately waits, to the 
woman who diligently seeks.  (Lamentations 3:25 msg)

There’s more to come: We continue to shout our praise even when 
we’re hemmed in with troubles, because we know how troubles can 
develop passionate patience in us.  (Romans 5:3 msg)

You do so well in so many things—you trust God, you’re articulate, 
you’re insightful, you’re passionate, you love us—now, do your best in 
this, too.  (2 Corinthians 8:7 msg)

Because you kept my Word in passionate patience, I’ll keep you safe 
in the time of testing….  (Revelation 3:10 msg)

Wait passionately for God, don’t leave the path. He’ll give you your 
place in the sun while you watch the wicked lose it.   
 (Psalm 37:34 msg)

One day as they were worshipping God—they were also fasting as 
they waited for guidance—the Holy Spirit spoke: “Take Barnabas 
and Saul and commission them for the work I have called them to do.” 
So they commissioned them. In that circle of intensity and obedience, 
of fasting and praying, they laid hands on their heads and sent them 
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off. Sent off on their new assignment by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas and 
Saul went down to Seleucia and caught a ship for Cyprus.   
 (Acts 13:2–4 msg)

If you want to increase in passionate, prophetic praise and worship, 
there are some powerful keys nestled within Acts 13:2–4. I have been in 
ministry all of my adult life and have preached the gospel for more than 
twenty-five years. I’ve taught numerous times on truths from Acts 13, but 
recently, I was reading Acts 13 in The Message Bible when I noticed some-
thing I’d never seen before. I had always taught about the steps toward the 
commissioning of Barnabas and Saul—worship, prayer, fasting, and the 
Holy Spirit speaking through the prophets—but what leapt off the page 
and into my spirit were three words: “circle of intensity.” When I read those 
words, I recognized a missing ingredient in the lives of many believers and 
churches. 

Imagine life in the book of Acts. Imagine what it was like to expe-
rience such passion and intensity with believers who hadn’t bought into 
the lies of convenient and complaisant Christianity. Those apostles and 
disciples worshipped, fasted, and prayed as if their lives depended on it. 
Why? Because their lives really did depend on it. They were facing perse-
cution, prison, death threats, and the risk of seeing their loved ones mur-
dered because of their allegiance to Christ. Most of us aren’t faced with 
such threats today, but we should still worship, fast, and pray as if our lives 
depend on it. Every believer needs to be a part of a “circle of intensity” of at 
least two or three other brothers or sisters in Christ, a group of individu-
als who hold each other accountable and encourage one another to pursue 
the Lord with passion.

It’s always easier to get through a workout if you have someone else 
spotting and encouraging you as you lift weights or run. We need someone 
else to say, “You’ve got this; you can do it; you can lift it one more time; 
you can run one more mile.” We all need someone who will call us and say, 
“Get off that couch and meet me at the gym!” We all need someone who, 
from time to time, will get in our face and urge us to do good works. So it is 
with this passionate pursuit of God. We need a circle of intensity—a group 
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of fellow believers who will encourage us by saying, “God’s got this; keep 
pressing into Him; keep uploading worship and downloading heaven! You 
have one more song in you; you have a higher level of praise; now, reach for 
it!” We need someone who will call us and say, “Get off that couch, turn off 
that TV, and meet me at God’s house for prayer and worship!”

Passion—how much do you have? Do you need more? If so, stop right 
now and ask the Lord to help you find your circle of intensity. As you 
receive names from the Lord, invite those individuals into your life. Ask 
them to be part of your circle of intensity. When you do this, you will 
experience passion like never before. From your circle of intensity, you and 
others will be commissioned into new assignments that will impact many 
lives for God’s glory.

L = Lavishness

Remember: A stingy planter gets a stingy crop; a lavish planter gets a 
lavish crop.  (2 Corinthians 9:6 msg)

Live a lavish lifestyle of worship. Lavish your love on God! If you 
want to upload praise, you have to go overboard. Uploads don’t happen 
on restricted lines of communication; that would take forever. Yet that is 
how many people live—on a weak signal. It’s not lavish; it’s not intense. If 
you want to make an intense breakthrough, you need intense worship. If 
you want an intense download of heaven—signs, wonders, and miracles, 
including the raising of the dead and the healing of the sick just by being in 
your shadow—you must display a lavish love of God. “I love You, God. I 
extol You; I magnify You. When I wake up, I magnify You!” That is what 
David would say. “Early in the morning, at noontime, and at night, I’m 
going to worship You.” (See Psalm 55:17.) 

Each day, we need to say, “What can I do for You, Jesus? How can I 
serve You today? How can I love You? I’ll get that for You, God! I’ll touch 
that person for You.” That’s an uploaded life. No matter what you are 
facing or going through, lavish your love on Him. Your heavenly Father 
lavished His love on you through the gift of His only begotten Son. Jesus 
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lavished His love on you by laying down His life for you on the cross. God 
lavishly provides for you, every day. He lavishes you with compassion and 
extravagant love. If you want to lavish your love on the Lord, lay down 
your life through a lifestyle of lavish worship!

These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good 
times, the lavish celebration prepared for us.   
 (2 Corinthians 4:17 msg)

[God] wanted us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving 
by the hand of his beloved Son.  (Ephesians 1:6 msg)

I’ll make a list of God’s gracious dealings, all the things God has done 
that need praising, all the generous bounties of God, his great good-
ness to the family of Israel—compassion lavished, love extravagant.   
 (Isaiah 63:7 msg)

He never takes his eyes off the righteous; he honors them lavishly, 
promotes them endlessly.  (Job 36:7 msg)

I will heal their waywardness. I will love them lavishly.   
 (Hosea 14:4 msg)

Answer this question: Does the God who lavishly provides you with 
his own presence, his Holy Spirit, working things in your lives you could 
never do for yourselves, does he do these things because of your strenu-
ous moral striving or because you trust him to do them in you?    
 (Galatians 3:5 msg)

When God, who is the best shepherd of all, comes out in the open with his 
rule, he’ll see that you’ve done it right and commend you lavishly.   
 (1 Peter 5:4 msg)
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O = Offering

“Now for the house of my God I have prepared with all my might: 
gold for things to be made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze 
for things of bronze, iron for things of iron, wood for things of 
wood, onyx stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various 
colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in abundance. 
Moreover, because I have set my affection on the house of my God, 
I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have 
prepared for the holy house, my own special treasure of gold and 
silver: three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven 
thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; 
the gold for things of gold and the silver for things of silver, and 
for all kinds of work to be done by the hands of craftsmen. Who 
then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the Lord?” Then 
the leaders of the fathers’ houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the 
captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the officers over the 
king’s work, offered willingly. They gave for the work of the house 
of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten 
thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and 
one hundred thousand talents of iron. And whoever had precious 
stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the Lord, into the 
hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced, for they 
had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they had offered 
willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly.   
 (1 Chronicles 29:2–9)

Of all of the characters in the Bible, I would say that David would 
best personify what it means to be a true worshipper. David showed us by 
example that one of the primary ways to worship is through extravagant 
generosity. He led his family and the nation of Israel in giving the greatest 
offering ever recorded in history. If he were to make that offering today, it 
is estimated that the value would be $1,499,507,426! Now that’s an offer-
ing! We should follow David’s example and lavish our love on the Lord 
with extravagant offerings.
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Remember: A stingy planter gets a stingy crop; a lavish planter gets 
a lavish crop. I want each of you to take plenty of time to think it 
over, and make up your own mind what you will give. That will 
protect you against sob stories and arm-twisting. God loves it when 
the giver delights in the giving. God can pour on the blessings in 
astonishing ways so that you’re ready for anything and everything, 
more than just ready to do what needs to be done. As one psalmist 
puts it, He throws caution to the winds, giving to the needy in reck-
less abandon. His right-living, right-giving ways never run out, never 
wear out. This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that 
becomes bread for your meals is more than extravagant with you. 
He gives you something you can then give away, which grows into 
full-formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that you 
can be generous in every way, producing with us great praise to God. 
Carrying out this social relief work involves far more than helping 
meet the bare needs of poor Christians. It also produces abundant 
and bountiful thanksgivings to God. This relief offering is a prod to 
live at your very best, showing your gratitude to God by being openly 
obedient to the plain meaning of the Message of Christ. You show 
your gratitude through your generous offerings to your needy broth-
ers and sisters, and really toward everyone. Meanwhile, moved by 
the extravagance of God in your lives, they’ll respond by praying for 
you in passionate intercession for whatever you need. Thank God for 
this gift, his gift. No language can praise it enough!   
 (2 Corinthians 9:6–15 msg)

Giving offerings is one of the most powerful ways we can worship 
God. We need always to be on the lookout for opportunities to give offer-
ings. If I want to live a life that downloads heaven, I have to understand 
that it truly is more blessed to give than to receive. My life has to become 
an offering. Jesus wants us to become drink offerings. It’s not just what I 
bring to the offering plate; it’s also my very life that is an offering.

There was a man named Cornelius who lived in Caesarea, captain of 
the Italian Guard stationed there. He was a good man. He had led 
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everyone in his house to live worshipfully before God, was always help-
ing people in need, and had the habit of prayer.  (Acts 10:1–2 msg) 

Cornelius exemplified what it means to lead others in a lifestyle of 
worship and giving. His lifestyle was ultimately responsible for the heav-
enly encounters that ushered his entire household into the kingdom of 
God. If you want to usher your family and friends into the kingdom of 
God, live a lifestyle of worship and giving.

A = Appraisal

Doxa is a Greek word for worship referring to “an opinion or estimate 
concerning someone that results in praise, honor, glory, splendor, bright-
ness, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace and majesty.” Doxa worship 
is an appraisal of God. 

How much do you estimate God to be worth? What is your esti-
mation of Him and His glory? Not long ago, we had an auto accident, 
and an insurance appraiser was sent to evaluate the damage to our car. 
After the inspection, the company sent us a check to pay for the neces-
sary repairs. They first had to estimate and appraise the value of the 
damage. When I buy a house, an appraisal of the house gives me the 
ability to present the bank with information that will result in a loan 
to purchase the house. The appraisal identifies what I should spend for 
it. I do not want to pay more than the appraised value. If I’m smart, I 
will try to get the seller to reduce the price to an amount less than the 
appraisal value. 

There are people whose appraisal of God is way too low. Their doxa of 
God is too low. We have to get to a place where our appraisal of God con-
siders Him praise-worthy. Our appraisal of God should be so high that we 
are willing to bow down, that we are willing to dance and praise. We need 
to give Him the worship that He is due. 

You will get to a place with God where He is everything to you and 
you are nothing without Him. Bow before Him. If you praise God as if 
you are doing Him a favor, or if it is more about you than it is about Him, 
then you will miss out on your upload. Your worship needs to be a lavish 
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offering! Your heart cannot remain far from Him. It cannot pay Him lip 
service. You can’t be praising Him in earnest and remain far from Him. 
When you have moved to a place of genuine expression, there is a differ-
ence in your praise. You should put your heart, emotions, and affection 
into your words. This is why you should come to church. If your heart 
remains back at the restaurant, if your heart is on your stack of bills, or if 
your heart is on the ball game, it isn’t on God.

Doesn’t it irritate you when you are doing something on your com-
puter and you lose your wireless signal? When that happens, you lose 
whatever it was you were doing. When the same thing happens to your 
praise of God, don’t you think that disappoints God, as well? You are 
uploading praise when, all of a sudden, you’re distracted and you discon-
nect. That’s how it seems to God. We start to worship Him, but then we 
get a text. We’re worshipping Him, but then the phone rings. We’re wor-
shipping Him, but then we need to look at our phone or iPad. When we 
get distracted in our worship, it results in slow or failed downloads from 
heaven. Instead of being distracted worshippers, we need to be Davidic 
worshippers! Then we will experience high-speed downloads of heaven’s 
glory into our lives.

Your appraisal of God is a reverse appraisal, in that it actually appraises 
you! If my appraisal of God is low, then my appraisal of His house is low. 
Then, my appraisal of God becomes a reverse appraisal of my own life. If I 
don’t value Him, I won’t value myself. If I don’t put the right value on my 
covenant with God, I won’t value my own marriage. My appraisal of God 
flows into every relationship I have.

I want my doxa of God to be off the charts. I want to upload an appraisal 
of God, the best appraisal I can offer. In fact, if I praise Him to the best of 
my ability, it still would not be enough. So, I have to give Him the best that 
I have. This becomes my sacrifice of praise. We can get a glimpse of what 
heaven is like through John’s eyes in the following passage:

After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in 
heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speak-
ing with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things 
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which must take place after this.” Immediately I was in the Spirit; 
and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. And 
He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appear-
ance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance 
like an emerald. Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and 
on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white 
robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. And from the 
throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps 
of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits 
of God. Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And 
in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living 
creatures full of eyes in front and in back. The first living crea-
ture was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third 
living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living crea-
ture was like a f lying eagle. The four living creatures, each having 
six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not 
rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!” Whenever the living creatures 
give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, 
who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before 
Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever 
and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: “You are 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You 
created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.”   
 (Revelation 4:1–11)

As I stated before, I encountered the Lord as a sixteen-year-old at 
a church in Wisconsin. He opened up heaven, and I hit my knees. I 
heard heaven; I heard worship like I had never heard before. I heard the 
sounds of His presence. He said, “Worship Me! It is the closest place 
on earth to Me. Teach My people to worship Me!” From that place of 
worship, from that place of intimacy, I have tried to live my life. This 
passage gives us a glimpse of that, as He begins to tell us that even as 
passionate worship happens around the throne, we also need to see that 
here on the earth.
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Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were cre-
ated. (Revelation 4:11 kjv)

Remember this statement: “For thy pleasure they are and were created.” 
You were created to upload prophetic praise and worship and to down-
load heaven on earth. When you realize that you were created for God’s 
pleasure, you will experience what I call a “change of address.” You will 
move from the slow lanes of “poverty circle” to the fast lanes of I-320, or 
E-320—aka Ephesians 3:20!

Now to Him Who, by (in consequence of) the [action of His] power 
that is at work within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do 
superabundantly, far over and above all that we [dare] ask or think 
[infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or 
dreams]—to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-
out all generations forever and ever. Amen (so be it).  
 (Ephesians 3:20–21 amp)

The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till 
it overflows).  (John 10:10 amp)

A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can 
have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed 
of.  (John 10:10 msg)

The overflowing life is such a download that glory just squishes out 
of your shoes wherever you walk. You will be permeated with His pres-
ence. Why? Because you sent the evaporation, or prophetic praise, up to 
heaven, and then it came back down in the form of rain. You’ll be able to 
say to your neighbors and coworkers, “What do you need? Is it healing? 
Get close to me, because I have been spending time with the Healer! You 
need breakthrough in your finances? Spend time with me, because I have 
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been spending time with the God who owns it all. You need favor? I have 
been rubbing shoulders with the King of Kings; I have been laying my 
head on His chest and loving Him. I just happen to know Someone who 
can do something for you! It doesn’t come from here on earth; it comes 
from spending time with Him.”

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you.  (Matthew 6:33)

D = Demonstration

To demonstrate something is to clearly prove its existence by offering 
evidence. It is to show or express something by your actions.

For example, God demonstrated His love for us, His children, by 
sending His Son Jesus to die for our sins.

God went for the jugular when he sent his own Son. He didn’t deal 
with the problem as something remote and unimportant. In his Son, 
Jesus, he personally took on the human condition, entered the disor-
dered mess of struggling humanity in order to set it right once and 
for all. The law code, weakened as it always was by fractured human 
nature, could never have done that. The law always ended up being 
used as a Band-Aid on sin instead of a deep healing of it. And now 
what the law code asked for but we couldn’t deliver is accomplished 
as we, instead of redoubling our own efforts, simply embrace what 
the Spirit is doing in us. Those who think they can do it on their own 
end up obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle but never 
get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God’s action 
in them find that God’s Spirit is in them—living and breathing God! 
Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God 
leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the 
self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed 
in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than God. 
That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. And God isn’t 
pleased at being ignored. But if God himself has taken up residence 
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in your life, you can hardly be thinking more of yourself than of him. 
Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible but clearly 
present God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re talking 
about. But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even 
though you still experience all the limitations of sin—you yourself 
experience life on God’s terms. It stands to reason, doesn’t it, that 
if the alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead moves 
into your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, 
bringing you alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in you 
(and he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that 
dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive 
as Christ’s!…This resurrection life you received from God is not a 
timid, grave-tending life. It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God 
with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?” God’s Spirit touches our spir-
its and confirms who we really are. We know who he is, and we know 
who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to get 
what’s coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance! We go through 
exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times 
with him, then we’re certainly going to go through the good times 
with him!  (Romans 8:3–11, 15–17 msg)

First Kings 4:29–34 is such an amazing display of God’s glory and 
power. “God gave Solomon wisdom…” (1 Kings 4:29 msg). Pause for a 
minute! What has God told us about wisdom?

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liber-
ally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  (James 1:5) 

This verse is one of my daily prayers: “God, I need more wisdom!” 
Let’s continue in 1 Kings 4: 

God gave Solomon wisdom—the deepest of understanding and the 
largest of hearts. There was nothing beyond him, nothing he couldn’t 
handle.  (1 Kings 4:29 msg) 
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God, I want to be like that! 

Solomon’s wisdom outclassed the vaunted wisdom of wise men of 
the East, outshone the famous wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than 
anyone—wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, wiser than Heman, wiser 
than Calcol and Darda the sons of Mahol. He became famous among 
all the surrounding nations. He created 3,000 proverbs; his songs 
added up to 1,005. He knew all about plants, from the huge cedar that 
grows in Lebanon to the tiny hyssop that grows in the cracks of a wall. 
He understood everything about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. 
Sent by kings from all over the earth who had heard of his reputation, 
people came from far and near to listen to the wisdom of Solomon.   
 (1 Kings 4:30–34 msg)

Talk about a demonstration! How many of you want more wisdom? 
Wisdom is a demonstration of God’s glory. But we must remember that 
it goes beyond the wisdom of men. It’s important that we demonstrate the 
kingdom through supernatural displays of God’s power. In order to do so, 
we must live out of the Spirit and not out of our own heads. We cannot 
lean on our own understanding and know-how. (See Proverbs 3:5–6.) 
This is a must if we’re going to raise up disciples with strong faith in God’s 
power instead of in their own wisdom.

And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of 
human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that 
your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God.  (1 Corinthians 2:4–5)

God’s Way is not a matter of mere talk; it’s an empowered life.  
 (1 Corinthians 4:20 msg)


