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T H E M E  1

THE REPUTATION OF CHRIST

The Bible is a book of questions, some of which are asked but not 
answered, like the solemn one that should be asked in more sermons: 
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation” (Hebrews 2:3)? The 
majority of the questions asked are answered in some part or other of 
the sacred Volume.

The First Question in the Bible Is from Satan to Man  
About God

“Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” 
(Genesis 3:1). Satan became Satan by questioning the authority of God, 
and since the creation of man, he has sought to sow the seed of doubt 
in the human mind. But this question is answered in the declaration of 
the character of God, who “cannot lie” (Titus 1:2). What God said in the 
garden to Adam and Eve, He meant, and, true to His word, condemna-
tion overtook those who listened to Satan’s word of doubt.

The Second Question Is from God to Man About Sin
Conscious that they had treated God as one capable of lying, our 

first parents tried to hide from Him. Doubt led to desertion, and so 
there came the question, “Adam…where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9). Now 
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a sinner, Adam required a Savior, and so “Where art thou?” leads to 
“Where is the lamb…?” (Genesis 22:7). When made conscious of 
his guilt before a thrice holy God, the sinner hears the voice calling, 
“Where art thou?” and, upon finding out where he is, he cries, “Where 
is He—the Lamb who is able to bear away my sin?” (See Matthew 2:2; 
John 1:29.)

The Third Question Is from God to Man About  
His Fellow Man

The firstborn of the world’s sinners became the world’s first mur-
derer. This brings us to God’s question to Cain, “Where is Abel thy 
brother?” (Genesis 4:9). Conscience-stricken, Cain shirked the divine 
question by asking, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). Our Lord 
answered this question when He said, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself ” (Matthew 22:39). 

The Fourth (and Most Pertinent) Question Is from Christ to 
Man About Himself

The Pharisees had asked Christ, “What thinkest thou?” (Matthew 
22:17), and He played their game by asking, “What think ye of Christ?” 
(Matthew 22:42). It is no wonder we read that, from that day forth, 
they asked no more questions! (See Matthew 22:46.)

We are all agreed on the point that it is easier to ask questions 
than to answer them, but the question we are to consider has been fully 
answered. We learn much in life by asking questions, and this greatest 
of all questions has much to teach us. All the pressing questions and 
problems of today are secondary to the pointed question, “What think 
ye of Christ?” Answer this, and you will find the answers to other ques-
tions. It will be noted that Jesus asked, “What think ye of Christ?” He 
respects the power of the mind He gave people to face and answer ques-
tions. His appeal is not merely to people’s emotions. This is why His 
reputation stands the closest scrutiny and minutest inspection of the 
clearest and cleverest mind. Let us discover how the New Testament 
faces this question.
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THE ANSWER OF HEAVEN
The best way to arrive at a right estimation of the character of a 

person is to approach it from every angle, discovering what that person’s 
family, friends, and foes think, and comparing those answers with our 
own personal observations of the one in question. This saves us from the 
one-sided opinion, or bias, we sometimes are guilty of using in assess-
ing character. In our consideration of Christ, therefore, let us ask both 
those who loved Him and those who hated Him what they thought of 
His character and claims.

God the Father
Reverently, we want to ask what the Father thought of His Son. 

Usually in a family, the father’s thought of his child is the highest and 
best. Further, a father sees what the outside world rarely discerns, 
namely, the real person within his offspring. Parents may be somewhat 
biased and overlook their child’s faults, for as they say, “love is blind.” 
But with God the Father, it is different, for He has perfect justice as well 
as perfect love. Had there been any flaw in the character of His Son in 
a past eternity, He would have deposed Him as He did Lucifer, who 
perhaps was next to Christ in honor and dignity before he was cast out 
of heaven and became Satan.

Shall we ask the Father, then, “What think ye of Christ?” Such a 
question was answered when Jesus commenced His public ministry 
after living for thirty years as Mary’s firstborn Son: “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Could an answer be 
more explicit than that? 

Before time commenced, Christ was His Father’s constant delight 
(see Proverbs 8:30), and throughout His earthly sojourn, His Father 
found perfect satisfaction in the Son’s ways, works, and words. He 
always sought to do those things that pleased His Father, and thus He 
gave His Father pleasure. This is why we must hear Him, seeing as He 
was God’s perfect Man and man’s perfect God.



10  Herbert Lockyer’s Major Themes of the New Testament

God the Spirit
God the Spirit is the author of Scripture, and, therefore, He is 

ultimately responsible for everything holy, including that which men 
recorded of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was also closely identified with 
Him in the days of His flesh. What did the Holy Spirit think of Christ? 
At Pentecost, “the Spirit gave [the disciples] utterance” (Acts 2:4), and 
what they uttered about Christ was divinely inspired: “Hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and won-
ders and signs” (Acts 2:22). Then came the Spirit-prompted declaration, 
“God hath made this same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ” (Acts 2:36). From Jesus’ own teaching, we learn how the Holy 
Spirit loves to glorify the Lord, testify of Him, and unfold to saints the 
truth concerning Him. (See John 14–16.)

Can we say that we have made Him our “Lord and Christ”? When 
He has the lordship of every part of our lives, all questioning about Him 
ceases. Love obeys and does not ask questions. Once questions regard-
ing His lordship were answered, we read that “no man was able to answer 
him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more 
questions” (Matthew 22:46).

God the Son
To ask an ordinary person what he thinks of himself might produce 

an answer of self-adulation and reservation of any faults in his charac-
ter. Christ asked others what they thought of Him, but in all humility, 
we can ask the question, “What did You think of Yourself, O Christ?” 
The answer is given in His august claims. He never thought of Himself 
more highly than He ought; neither was there any trace of self-assump-
tion in His estimation of Himself, as there may be in us when we tell 
others what we think about ourselves. When a man thinks himself to 
be something when he is nothing, he is a fool, deceiving himself.

But with God’s beloved Son, it was totally different, for He was all 
He claimed to be. David Strauss said of Him that He had “a conscience 
unclouded by the memory of any sins,” and this was His own estimation 
of His character: “The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
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me” (John 14:30) and, “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46). 
It was because He was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin-
ners that His death for sinners is so efficacious. Had there been the least 
stain upon His character, He would have forfeited the right to die as the 
Savior from sin. Utterly devoted to the will and work of His Father, He 
could declare without fear of contradiction, “I do always those things that 
please him” (John 8:29). He, more than the best man who ever breathed, 
is the “selfless man and stainless gentleman.”1 Thomas Dekker, of the 
sixteenth century, said of Him,

The best of men 
That e’er wore earth about him, was a sufferer,  
A soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil spirit,  
The first true gentleman that ever breath’d.2

The Angelic Host
Having beheld the glory of their Lord from the eternal past, the 

angels surely knew how to value Him rightly, and thus we are right to 
ask them what they think of Him who, for our redemption, was made a 
little lower than the angels. The Scriptures abound with angelic praises 
for the one who laid aside His robe of eternal glory and was made in the 
likeness of sinful flesh. It was an angel who said, “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). It was 
an angel who announced, “Unto you is born…a Saviour which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:11). It was an angel who cried to another, “Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3). 
It was an angel who proclaimed with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing” (Revelation 5:12).

Angels, help us to adore Him;  
Ye behold Him face to face.3

1. Tennyson, Idylls of the King.
2. Thomas Dekker, The Honest Whore, Part 1, in collaboration with Thomas Middleton 
(1604), act 1, scene 2.
3. Henry F. Lyte, “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven,” 1834.
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Among the angels, the Lamb has all the glory, for they are ceaseless 
in their praise of Him who is in heaven as the glorified Son of Man and 
who is now higher than the angels. Having never sinned, the angelic 
hosts require no redemption. Therefore, although they magnify Him 
for all He accomplished as the Lamb for our salvation, they cannot 
praise Him in the same way sinners can—who were emancipated from 
the thralldom of sin by His sacrifice.

The Glorified
By this vast host we mean those who, while on earth, repented of 

their sin and received Jesus as their Savior, and who are now, according 
to His desire, with Him in glory. (See John 17:24.) If they could come 
back to earth, what a testimony they would give as to the wonders of 
their glorified Lord! Having seen the King in His beauty, they would 
confess that, while on earth, they were not told the half of all His might 
and majesty.

Yet John tells us what the ravished hearts of all those who form the 
triumphant church in glory think of Christ: “Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and honour and power” (Revelation 4:11). “Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God” (Revelation 5:9). “Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne” (Revelation 5:13).

Thus, all heaven is emphatic in its answer to the question, “What 
think ye of Christ?” They see His face and gaze upon His wounds and 
behold Him as the Father’s constant joy. He is the center of all attrac-
tion, the constant admiration of seraphim and cherubim, and the object 
of the ceaseless adoration of angels. Not until we see Him as He is will 
we be able to praise Him as we ought. We can, however, prepare for 
such a glorious sphere by living for His honor as we await our transition.

’Tis the Church triumphant singing 
Worthy the Lamb; 

Heav’n throughout with praises ringing, 
Worthy the Lamb. 

Thrones and pow’rs before Him bending, 
Odors sweet with voice ascending 
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Swell the chorus never ending, 
Worthy the Lamb.4

THE ANSWER OF HELL
Very often our foes can give as true a verdict of our reputation as 

our friends. Because of all He was as the One who had no sin and who 
hated all that was alien to His holy mind and will, Jesus had many foes. 
Shall we ask, then, all the dark and devilish inhabitants of hell the same 
question, “What think ye of Christ?”

Ask the Devil
It has been suggested that it was the devil’s jealousy of Christ in 

the past eternity that made Lucifer, as he was then known, the devil 
he became. Doubtless he knew all about the plan of redemption, con-
ceived by the Father and His Son, and gave himself to the destruction of 
such a plan. Because he was close to Christ before time began, the devil 
witnessed His perfect rectitude and knew Him to be the well-beloved 
Son in whom the Father was pleased. After his fall, the fall of man that 
he was responsible for, and the announcement of the coming of Christ 
as the seed of the woman, the devil set about in every possible way to 
thwart the appearance of Christ as the Savior of the world. When his 
plans failed, the devil sought in many ways to destroy Christ before His 
death on the cross, which was to be God’s remedy for sin.

Cognizant of our Lord’s inherent holiness, the devil strove to make 
Him sin, hence the temptations in the wilderness. Had you asked him 
what he thought of Christ after that fierce conflict, he would have said, 
“He is different from sinners. He does not yield to temptation. He is the 
spotless Lord.” When Peter tried to dissuade the Master from going to 
the cross, He said to him, “Get thee behind me, Satan” (Matthew 16:23). 
He did not reply directly to Peter, but spoke to the subtle one who had 
prompted Peter to urge his Lord to take an easier way than the way of 
His cross. Reluctantly, the devil must have recognized that Christ was 
beyond his power to destroy His character and purpose.

4. John Kent, “’Tis the Church Triumphant Singing,” 1803.
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Ask the Demons
The myriads of demons, who had once been angels but rebelled 

with the devil and left their first estate, know all about Christ’s preex-
istence. They possess full knowledge of all that He was and all that He 
became at His incarnation, and the Gospels recall His encounters with 
these denizens of hell. Dare we ask them the question, “What think ye 
of Christ?” The Master, we read, “suffered not the demons to speak, because 
they knew him” (Mark 1:34). But one demon did speak when dealt with 
by the Lord, “I know Thee who thou art, the Holy One of God” (Mark 
1:24). Some professed theologians cannot acknowledge His deity as 
that demon did! James had in mind the demoniac estimation of the 
authority and power of Christ when he wrote, “The devils also believe, 
and tremble” (James 2:19). But while the satanic host may tremble at 
the thought of Him, because they know all about Him, very few among 
men tremble as they remember Him. Can it be that sinners do not fear 
God as they should because the pulpit has failed to present Him in all 
His justice and hatred of sin, as well as in all His love and mercy?

Ask the Pharisees
We put these constant foes of Christ under this section because He 

called them children of the devil. (See John 8:37–44.) In their antago-
nism of His claims, these religious hypocrites were inspired by the devil, 
hence our Lord’s scathing denunciation of them as his puppets. Yet, 
strange as it seems, these Pharisees gave utterance to some of the sweet-
est truths concerning His grace, love, and wisdom. What did they think 
of Christ? They uttered a blessed truth about Him when they said, “This 
man receiveth sinners” (Luke 15:2). How hopeless we would have been 
had He not! Then was given this Pharisaic estimation, “Master, we know 
that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for 
any man: for thou regardest not the person of men” (Matthew 22:16). What 
a remarkable confession this was! Those wily Pharisees certainly knew 
that Jesus did not care a hoot for their opinion of Him. Confounded by 
His wisdom, we read that “when they had heard these words, they mar-
velled, and left him, and went their way” (Matthew 22:22).
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Ask the Lost in Hell
It might be deemed impossible to glean what the doomed in perdi-

tion think of Christ. Yet He gives us a glimpse of their attitude toward 
Him. In answer to the questions of the Pharisees, He related the episode 
of the rich man and Lazarus and indicated, in this dramatic portrayal 
of life beyond the grave, that those who are in hell are now conscious, 
not only of their eternal loss, but also of the saving power of Jesus that 
they heard all about while on earth. (See Luke 16:19–31.) Tormented in 
the flame of the remembrance of slighted opportunities, they recognize 
Christ’s power as the risen One. “If one went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent” (Luke 16:30). But Jesus knew that sin-blinded souls 
on earth are not so easily persuaded, hence His reply to the request 
from hell, “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead” (Luke 16:31).

There is no doubt about the reality of Jesus and His saving gospel 
among those who are eternally restless in the caverns of hell. Some who 
reside there can tell others the plan of salvation, but for them there is 
no relief from their perpetual misery! On earth, they were surrounded 
with Christian influences. Perhaps they were born in Christian homes, 
were in and out of church all their days, and were familiar with the 
saving truths of the gospel. They said prayers, read the Bible, and 
engaged in religious activities, yet they lived and died without Christ as 
their personal Savior. Such glorious truth, never to be realized by the 
lost, only accentuates their misery in hell. In their lifetimes on earth, 
they received many good things from God, but they failed to acknowl-
edge the Giver.

THE ANSWER OF EARTH
Countless volumes have already been written about the greatest 

Figure of all ages, but as John puts it at the conclusion of his gospel 
regarding the life and works of Jesus, “If they should be written every one, 
I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should 
be written” (John 21:25). There is much food for faith in the meditation 
upon all that saintly minds have written about Him. The more we read 
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works about His magnificent person and mighty influence, the more 
we feel like saying with dear old Samuel Rutherford, who was deeply in 
love with Christ, “My ever-running over, Lord Jesus.” 

But great testimonies as to His worth and work have come also from 
those who were not His committed followers. The testimony of oppo-
nents is often the best evidence we can obtain of the reality of a man 
or a movement. Napoleon the Great, for instance, said that Alexander, 
Caesar, Charlemagne, and himself founded empires upon force, while 
Jesus founded one on love, with the result that millions would die for 
Him. Here is another reputed witness that Napoleon gave to the tran-
scendent majesty of our blessed Lord—

Everything in Christ astonishes me. His spirit overawes me, 
and His will confounds me. His ideas and His sentiments, 
the truths He announces, His manner of convincing, are not 
explained either by human observation or the nature of things. 
His birth and the history of His life, the profundity of His doc-
trine, which grapples the mightiest difficulties, and which ask 
of those difficulties, the most admirable solution. His gospel, 
His apparition, His empire, His march across the ages and 
the realm—everything for me a prodigy, a mystery insoluble, 
which plunges me into a reverie which I cannot escape—a mys-
tery which is there before my eyes, a mystery which I can nei-
ther deny nor explain. Here I see nothing human. The nearer I 
approach, the more carefully I examine everything that is above 
me. Everything remains grand, of a grandeur which overpow-
ers. His religion is a revelation from an intelligence which cer-
tainly is not that of a man.5

Then what did Renan, the renowned French skeptic, think of 
Christ? Why, he declared Him to be the greatest genius who ever lived 
or will live; he said that His beauty is eternal and His reign endless. 
“Jesus is in every respect unique, and nothing can be compared with 
Him. Be the unlooked phenomena of the future what they may, Jesus 

5. Napoleon Bonaparte, “Napoleon’s Testimony to Christ at St. Helena,” Bible Treasury, 
Vol. 17.
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will never be surpassed.”6 Further, testifying to His early influence upon 
Rome, Renan said, “Jesus Christ created a paradise out of the hell of 
Rome.”7 We could go on, ad infinitum, quoting the admiration of both 
friends and foes for Him who is the “fairest of all the earth beside.”8 
But let us confine ourselves to what various Bible characters had to say 
about the Son of God, who became the Son of Man so that He might 
make the sons of men the sons of God.

What Did the Prophets Think of Christ?
It was to Him that all the prophets gave witness—and what sub-

lime truths they prophesied concerning Him! (See Acts 10:43.) The 
Holy Spirit revealed to these holy men much of the grief and glory of 
the Messiah who was to appear. (See 1 Peter 1:11.)

Abraham had a preview of His redemption and reign; Jesus con-
firmed that the patriarch rejoiced to see His day, and he saw it and was 
glad. (See John 8:56.)

Moses, too, was given a glimpse of Christ, whom he would see in 
the flesh on the Mount of Transfiguration. Scripture tells us that Moses 
esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt” 
(Hebrews 11:26).

Isaiah, more than any other prophet, received divine insight into all 
that the coming Messiah was to accomplish, earning himself the title 
of the “Evangelical Prophet.” What did he think of Christ? He said, 
“[Christ’s] name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

What Did the Kings Think of Christ?
Among the kings who testified beforehand about the glories of 

Him who was born a King and will yet reign as the King of Kings, there 
was David, of whom Jesus said called Him Lord in spirit. (See Matthew 
22:43.) To the psalmist, the one who would be born of his house and 
6. Renan, quoted in W. H. Griffith Thomas, Christianity Is Christ (London: Longmans, 
Green and Co., 1916), 89.
7. Ibid., 90.
8. Manie P. Ferguson, “That Man of Calvary.”
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lineage was “ fairer than the children of men” (Psalm 45:2). King Solomon, 
who knew all about the Calvary Psalm that his father wrote (see Psalm 
22) likewise believed that Christ would come as the perfect expression 
of the wisdom of God (see Proverbs 8:30–32). Whether he had the 
Messiah in the back of his mind when he wrote his renowned Song of 
Solomon, we cannot say. Anyhow, much of what he wrote of the beloved 
is symbolic of the beauty and worth of Christ: “My beloved is white and 
ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand…His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is 
altogether lovely” (Song of Solomon 5:10, 16).

What Did Christ’s Contemporaries Think of Him?
We can divide those who lived at the same time as Christ into two 

classes—those who knew Him from within and those who knew Him 
from without. What impression did Christ make upon those who sur-
rounded Him in the days of His flesh?

First, let us take the testimony of those within, those who were more 
closely associated with Him than others who knew Him. It is most profit-
able to gather together all their written tributes to Him who came as the 
Lord of glory. This fact is evident—the influence He had upon the lives 
of many around Him enabled them to go out and do exploits for Him.

Take Mary

The privileged mother who bore Him surely knew Him as no other 
did. As He was her child, Mary gave Him love, thought, and tender-
ness; and if He bore the facial resemblance of any, it would have been 
that of His mother, seeing as He had her flesh. What did she think of 
the Christ she had brought into the world? “My spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour” (Luke 1:47). Then she knew Him to be not only the 
one who came as the promised Redeemer, but as the One worthy of 
implicit obedience: “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” (John 2:5).

Take the Disciples

Jesus could say of those He chose to follow Him, “They which have 
continued with me in my temptations” (Luke 22:28). They walked, talked, 
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slept, ate, and wept together. They had countless opportunities to watch 
Him under all circumstances, and they knew Him more intimately than 
the common people who heard Him gladly. They looked at Him from 
different angles, yet their testimonies concerning Him concur.

John the Baptist was His cousin, and they must have played 
together as lads. But John knew that he was to prepare the way for Jesus 
as the coming King, and he confessed that he was unworthy to unloose 
His sandals. (See Luke 3:16.) After John’s initiation of Christ into His 
public ministry, he exclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

Peter was another who had close and intimate contact with Christ, 
but who, every time he heard a cock crow, remembered how shame-
fully he had deserted Him in a time of trial. If this rugged disciple was 
asked “What think ye of Christ?” what answers would he have? By divine 
inspiration, he said of Him, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:16). In later years, when Peter came to write his 
epistles, looking back on those three years he spent with Christ when 
he watched Him under all circumstances, he wrote, “Who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).

John was also one of the chosen twelve who knew the Master. In 
fact, whenever he is mentioned, it is always as “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” (See, for example, John 13:23.) It was John who leaned on the 
bosom of Jesus and knew His secrets as no other disciple did. This is 
why his gospel, his epistles, and the book of Revelation tell us so much 
of Him who came as God’s beloved Son to die for a lost world. What 
did John think of Christ? “We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father…full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). “The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

Thomas was the disciple who wanted tangible proof that his Master 
had risen from the dead and who, when he finally saw the wound-prints 
in His hands, cried, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28).

James, one of the pillars in the early church, who insisted that 
faith must produce works of mercy and who proclaimed himself to 
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be “a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (James 1:1), tells us 
in no uncertain terms what he thought of his Master: “Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory” (James 2:1).

Paul never hesitated to tell men wherever he traveled what he thought 
of Christ. To him, “to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21), 
because if he died, he would be “with Christ” (verse 23). No disciple has 
ever surpassed the apostle in his superb estimation of Christ, whom 
he lived to preach and teach about. “I count all things…but dung, that 
I may win Christ” (Philippians 3:8). “God also hath highly exalted him” 
(Philippians 2:9)—so did Paul highly exalt the Savior he suffered so 
much for in his life and labors.

Having considered the opinions of some of those who belonged to 
the inner circle of Christ’s contemporaries, let us now select a few from 
others in the wider circle of those who knew Him, allowing them to 
give us their answer to the question “What think ye of Christ?” It may 
surprise us to learn that some of the greatest evidences of our Lord’s 
unique character and sinlessness came from those who were brought 
into contact with His sublime personality.

Judas, the betrayer, was called a “friend” by the One he sold for 
thirty pieces of silver, and he was among those chosen as Christ’s dis-
ciples, yet he was never Christ’s at heart, and he proved to be a traitor to 
his solemn trust. Ask this man of whom Jesus said it would have been 
better for him had he never been born, “What think ye of the one you 
betrayed?” Here is his answer, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood” (Matthew 27:4).

Pilate, who had Christ before him as a prisoner, had the opportu-
nity of studying Him firsthand. Impressed with His air of sincerity and 
courageous demeanor, he asked Christ, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), 
not knowing that the Truth stood before him. What did he actually 
think of Christ? After examining the charges brought against Christ, 
Pilate repeated, “I find no fault in this man” (Luke 23:4). When forced to 
yield to the mob demanding the death of Christ, his protest was, “I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person” (Matthew 27:24).
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Lady Pilate had a troubled night after that unjust trial and could 
not get the sight of that suffering man out of her mind. Going off to 
sleep, her conscience was stirred while dreaming, and in the morning, 
she said to her husband, “Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for 
I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him” (Matthew 
27:19). Pilate had Christ on his hands, and Pilate’s wife had Him on her 
conscience, and both testified to the innocence of Christ. At His trial, 
no two witnesses agreed together. Each found something about which 
to praise Him.

Herod, who had heard all about the reputation of Christ, was a man 
of keen intellect. He requested to see the prisoner, because he thought 
Him to be a kind of magician able to produce miracles at will, but 
Christ did not oblige. Herod was “exceeding glad” (Luke 23:8) when he 
saw Him, but his gladness was not of faith, only of curiosity. Pilate and 
Herod had been at enmity, but they became friends again through their 
meeting with Christ. Well, Herod, “What think ye of Christ?” After his 
cross-examination, he could only confirm Pilate’s verdict. Herod said, 
“Nothing deserving death has been done by him” (Luke 23:15 rsv).

The dying thief, Christ’s fellow sufferer and companion in death, 
knew that although he was dying for the sins he had committed, the 
man on the middle cross was dying for sins that were not His own. He 
said, “This man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:41–42).

The centurion responsible for the details of the crucifixion had the 
grim task of seeing that the cruel sentence was carried out. It was his 
responsibility to stay to the bitter end and pronounce the victim dead. 
He watched Jesus die and was overwhelmed by His manner and by the 
messages He uttered. What was his verdict on Christ? “Certainly this 
was a righteous man” (Luke 23:47).

What has history to say in reply to the self-addressed question, 
“What think ye of Christ?” Testimony to His worth is not less real among 
us than it was in the past. In Christianity Is Christ, William Thomas 
says,
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In the case of all the other great names of the world’s history, 
the inevitable and invariable experience has been that the par-
ticular man is first a power, then only a name, and last of all a 
memory. Of Jesus Christ the exact opposite is true. He died on 
a cross of shame, His name gradually became more and more 
powerful, and He is the greatest influence in the world to-day. 
There is, as it has been well said, a fifth Gospel being writ-
ten—the work of Jesus Christ in the hearts and lives of men 
and nations.9

It is most fascinating to follow succeeding generations and select 
those from every walk of life, whether sympathetic or hostile to the 
claims of Christ. Ask and discover from them their estimation of Jesus 
of Nazareth.10

The question before us, however, resolves itself into a personal tes-
timony, What do we think of Christ? It is not about what others above, 
around, and below think of Him, although their tributes, as we have 
seen, are valuable. The only Christ worth anything to you is the one you 
know for yourself. So, what do you think of Christ? Can you confess 
with Peter His preciousness? (See 1 Peter 2:7.) Or is He not much more 
than a name to you? You can evade or ignore the question “What think 
ye of Christ?” You alone can decide what to do with Him who is called 
Christ. Even an attempt to avoid Him is in reality a confession of an 
opinion about Him. 

If you want to be certain of His reality, then you must answer the 
fourfold call He uttered while among men:

“Come to me”; He is the Redeemer (See Acts 4:12; Hebrews 9:25.)

“Learn from me”; He is the Teacher (See John 7:46.)

“Follow me”; He is the Master (See John 13:13.)

“Abide in me”; He is the Life (See John 14:6.) 

We must abide in Him for peace (see John 16:33; Ephesians 2:14); 
for direction (see Mark 7:37); and for friendship (see Proverbs 18:24). 
9. W. H. Griffith Thomas, Christianity Is Christ, 91.
10. For more on this subject, read Herbert Lockyer’s The Man Who Changed the World. 



The Reputation of Christ  23

The personal question is, What is Jesus worth to me? Do I consider 
His price to be above rubies? Can I apply to Him what a multitude 
of Israelites thought of David?—“Thou art worth ten thousand of us” 
(2 Samuel 18:3). Is He not worth ten thousand times ten thousand of 
us? Who can we liken unto Him who is incomparable? He is holier 
than the holiest, mightier than the mightiest, kinder than the kindest. 
A remarkable fact is that the more we think about Him, the closer our 
resemblance to Him becomes. By every act of trust and self-surrender 
to His claims, we receive ever larger measures of His life, so that all the 
while we are being changed into His image from glory to glory, as by His 
Spirit. Do you ask me what I think of Christ? I have only one answer—
He is the center and circumstance of my being, the one I cannot live 
without and dare not die without. He is my all, and He is in all!

Infinite excellence is thine, 
Thou lovely Prince of grace!  

Thy uncreated beauties shine 
With never-fading rays.11

11. John Fawcett, “Infinite Excellence Is Thine,” 1782.


