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DEDICATION

This work is dedicated with affection and esteem to my beloved friend, Dr. W. A. Criswell (1909–2002), 
who was the long-time pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas. He was my spiritual “Dad” in the 
ministry—an advisor, counselor, and helper in time of need. He was the greatest expositor of the Word of 
God in my generation. He planted in my heart the need for real, down to earth Bible study in the church. 
To me, he was the effervescent man of God, with a heart overflowing with the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He truly was a “Character of the Bible.”
—Alan B. Stringfellow



WHAT THIS STUDY 
WILL DO FOR YOU

You are about to begin an exciting journey through the Bible, involving real people. You will find a no more 
fascinating and rewarding experience than to trace in the lives of real men and women the fusion of God’s 
divine providence with their human personalities. You will study characters whose biographies have been 
preserved by divine inspiration in the Word of God. “Now these things happened to them as an example, and 
they were written for our instruction” (1 Corinthians 10:11 nasb).

You will learn, through the study of the sixty-one characters, God’s methods in selecting and training 
people for His sovereign purpose. In these characters, you will see the victories, defeats, joys, and sorrows 
of your own life. God enters into the affairs of men, taking their failures and using them as a refining fire to 
bring about His ultimate purpose.

God made man with a free will and man is always free to act according to that will, but never to act so 
as to frustrate God’s ultimate plan.

God’s method has always been to use people in order to achieve His purpose. You will see this vividly in 
this study of Bible characters. He does not always select the most brilliant or the most successful, but always 
He selects persons who are sensitive to His will and purpose, those with the capacity for great faith.

As you study these people during this year, remember that you should never attribute to them superhu-
man qualities. They were people, not spiritual giants, as we often portray them in Bible stories. They were 
“people of like passions,” ordinary people, who became extraordinary by the power and direction of God.

So, this study will teach you:
• How God uses ordinary people just like you
• How, at times, He chooses the weak instead of the strong
• How He sometimes has to break people to get their attention
• How God directs lives to bring about His ultimate will
• How the Adamic nature—the natural man—is depicted in the Bible. (Nothing  is left out. The 

Bible tells the complete story, both bad and good.)
• How God always keeps His promises to people
• How the plan of God for our redemption is the main emphasis. (The Lord promised a “seed” and 

He used people, selected a nation, a tribe, a family to give to us His Son, the Lord Jesus.)
• How everything in the Bible concerning people is relevant and of spiritual value
• How to become acquainted with some of God’s people in a more intimate way
• How God deals with our imperfections and limitations
• How the entire Word of God is to us, for us, and for our learning (On almost every page of the Bible 

you find people. God speaks through them to us, because we understand other people.)
• How the will of God is the most important thing in life.
You are about to see God’s plan of redemption unfold, from Genesis to Revelation. In Bible times, the 

plan involved people. His plan still involves people today. All those who know His Son are to reach the ones 
who do not yet know Christ.



Every character in this study is a Bible Story in itself. And since everyone likes a story, you’ll find this 
material excellent for families. With the entire family studying together (5th grade and up), you have a 
ready-made setting for training children. Just make sure that you always include the Bible facts when you 
retell these wonderful stories.



INTRODUCTION FOR 
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

To receive maximum knowledge and inspiration during the next 52 weeks, heed the following suggestions. 
They are designed to help you become a disciplined disciple of God’s Word.

“Musts” for the Student
• Attend every class session for 52 weeks.
• Read the assigned portion at the end of each lesson. (It’s best to read the entire book assigned; if you 

can’t, then read the key chapters.)
• Mark your Bible with key references from one Scripture to another.
• Take notes in class.
• Search the Scripture and mark references in class. Write out the Scriptures in this notebook where 

lines are provided.
Promise the Lord at least two or three hours each week for reading the assigned Scripture for the lesson 

and doing your homework.
Why these “musts?” Because we have expected too little from our Bible. students the past several years. 

The time has come for Christians who mean business for the Lord to devote themselves to the study of His 
Word and to learning the basic principles that we all should know. Promise yourself and promise God you 
will live up to these “musts.”

“Musts” for the Teacher
First you must prepare yourself spiritually by reading: 
• 1 Corinthians 2:12–14 
• Ephesians 1:17–18
• John 14:26
• John 16:12–16
These Scriptures will assure you as the teacher that the Holy Spirit will guide you and teach you as you 

study His Word and impart it to your pupils.
If you are in a church, the program is best taught to teachers by the pastor, minister of education, 

Sunday school superintendent or a specially selected teacher. This should be done on a weekday evening 
prior to the coming Lord’s Day.

Part of the discipline of this course of study is that you attend each evening session each week without 
exception.

You must read the entire book assigned for the next lesson. The assignment is at the close of each lesson 
study. The author has suggested that you read the entire book or books to be taught the following week; he 
has also listed key chapters for pupils if they are unable to read a book in its entirety.

You must take notes and search out Scripture references. You must also be prepared to answer ques-
tions, add to or take away from the questions as you feel is necessary for your age group.



What’s more, you must…
• Stay with the subject of each lesson.
• Not be afraid of being too elementary for your pupils.
• Stay on the major themes, not minor ones.
• Keep the lesson teaching as simple as possible with all age groups.
• Not change the lesson outline. You may add illustrations and ideas, but do not change the major 

points of the outline.
• Use your own personality and let the Holy Spirit use you as you teach.
• Expect your pupils to do their part.
You should teach at least fifty-five minutes every lesson. Even if you have to revamp your class schedule 

to teach for fifty-five minutes, it can be done. The assembly periods can be made shorter. It isn’t necessary 
to have a devotional before going to Bible study. One song and a prayer is sufficient for the assembly period. 
Class absentees and other business should be handled at class meetings. Make your Bible study period an 
hour of concentrated Bible study.

May God bless you, pupil or teacher, as you begin your study in Great Characters of the Bible. Let the 
Holy Spirit teach you both.



FOREWORD

Great Characters of the Bible deals with many characters of Scripture—going back to Adam and proceed-
ing through the Bible once again to Paul and the beloved disciple, John. This study deals with the lives of real 
men and women, showing their human frailties and personalities and God’s divine providence in their lives.

As you study through this book, you will gain helpful insights into principles of effective Christian living 
and service today. In the experiences of God’s characters, we can see ourselves—in both their victories and 
their defeats. In their lives, recorded for us in God’s Word by the Holy Spirit, we can discover His eternal, 
sovereign plan and purpose for our lives.

Dr. F. B. Meyer of Britain once said, “to recruit a dwindling congregation, to sustain interest in a crowd-
ed congregation, to awaken new devotion to the Bible, and to touch the many chords of human life, there is 
nothing to be compared with the retelling of the stories of the Bible heroes and saints.”

Dr. C. E. Macartney said, “the great advantage of preaching [teaching] Bible characters is the fact that 
you summon these characters and allow them to preach [teach] for you.”

The Bible tells the whole story of God’s dealing with His creatures. Once He chooses a man or woman, 
He allows both the good and the bad of their characters to be recorded in His Holy Word.

Similarly, He accepts us as we are, good and bad, on the basis of our faith in His Son, our Blessed Lord.
I wrote these studies with the pupil in mind. “Pupils” are those of any age who can read and enjoy the 

story, from approximately 9 years old through the oldest adult.
I have used resources available in the writing and teaching of these lessons. Among them are the dis-

tinguished works of Herbert Lockyer, All the Men of the Bible and All the Women of the Bible; Edith Deen’s, 
All of the Women of the Bible; the sermons and tapes of Dr. W. A. Criswell, which I have preserved from his 
ministry; and, finally, the radio Bible study notes of  Dr. J. Vernon McGee.

Plato once remarked about borrowing thoughts: “Bees cull their several sweets from this flower and that 
blossom, here and there where they can find them, but they make the honey which is purely their own. So he 
who borrows from others and blends together what shall be absolutely his own, he is not obliged to discover 
whence he had his materials, but only to produce what he has done with them.”

The task of gathering this material, putting it into a down-to-earth teachable form, trying and proving 
it by teaching it to lay teachers and pupils, has been an exciting adventure for me. Credit is hereby given to 
the above—anything else in this study has been taken from a background of years of teaching, preaching 
and writing.

Above all else, the Word of God has been the main source of these lessons.
—Alan B. Stringfellow
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Lesson 1

ADAM

(Where lines are provided, look up Scripture and fill in the entire Scripture or the main truth of the passage.)
 I. THE MEANING OF THE NAME: 
  Adam means “of the ground, red earth.”
 II. BASIC SCRIPTURES:
  Genesis 1:26–31; 2:7, 15–20; 3:1–5:5; Romans 3:12–13; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45–49; 

1 Thessalonians 5:23
 III. FAMILY BACKGROUND:
  Adam was the first human son of God (Luke 3:38). He was made by God out of the materials of the 

universe, and life was granted by God. He had no family background since he was the first man.
 IV. WHAT THE OLD TESTAMENT SAYS ABOUT ADAM:

1. He was created by the Trinity. 
 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).
 The “us” and “our” are plural—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
2. He was created in the “image” and “likeness” of God.
 “Image” means “representation” of God. “Likeness” means the “character” or “model” of God.

Look up Ephesians 4:24 ______________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

Also Colossians 3:10  ________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
3. He was formed out of the dust. God breathed into Adam and he became a living soul (Genesis 

2:7).

Jesus confirmed this in Matthew 19:4.  __________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
4. Adam was created as a “trinity” (both image and likeness), having a body, spirit and soul 

(Genesis 2:7).

Look up 1 Thessalonians 5:23  _________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 Here, Paul says we, too, are body, spirit and soul.
5. God made the earth for man, and then man for the earth (Genesis 2:8, 15).
 Adam was the crown of God’s creation.
6. God had told Adam to be fruitful and multiply, and to subdue the earth and all things on the 

earth (Genesis 1:28–30).
 So God took from the side of Adam—Woman—and gave her to Adam (Genesis 2:21–25).
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 Adam did not name the Woman until after the fall. Then he called her name Eve, meaning “the 
mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20). This name shows the faith of Adam.

7. In Genesis 2:15–17, God placed a limit on man. Man was to be obedient to God or he would 
die.

What was the tree named which man was not to eat?  ______________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 When all around was life, God spoke of death.
8. The temptation and fall is found in Genesis 3:1–7.
 When Eve saw that the “tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to 

be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat” (verse 6).

 Then they realized that they were naked and they began to cover their sin (verse 7).
9. God immediately sought them, and it has been that way since (Genesis 3:8–13).
10. Adam, with his wife, received the promise of the Savior (Genesis 3:15).
 This verse, translated into laymen’s terms, could read: “And there will be intense hatred between 

Satan (thy seed) and Christ (her seed). Eventually Christ will crush the head of Satan, and Satan will 
only bruise the heel of Christ.”

 THIS IS THE FIRST DIRECT PROPHECY OF CHRIST. (We shall consider this again 
in Lesson 2.)

11. Because of the fall (sin), Adam is told of the curse upon the earth (Genesis 3:17), and the 
pronouncement of death (verse 19).

12. God covered their sin (Genesis 3:21).
 Notice that “God made coats of skin.” From the beginning, something had to die to cover sin.
13.  Adam had two sons, Cain and Abel.
 In Genesis 4, you find recorded the extreme sinfulness of sin—the first murder. Cain was sent 

from the presence of the Lord. He knew his wife and she conceived.
 Cain’s wife is always asked about in casual conversation. Where did she come from? You find 

that answer in Genesis 5:4.
14. Adam died at 930 years of age (Genesis 5:5).

 V. WHAT THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES US ABOUT ADAM:
1. In Luke 3:23–38, the genealogy of Christ is traced back to Adam.
2. Sin entered the world by one man, Adam.

Romans 5:12  ______________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
3. The First and Second Adams.
 The first Adam was made a living soul (1 Corinthians 15:45).

Look up Genesis 2:7.  ________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 Now read 1 Corinthians 15:46–47. The first man, Adam, was earthy. The Second Adam was 

and is the Lord from heaven. 
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 Read Romans 5:15–21. Here we find that even though all of us are sinners, there is an 
abundance of grace for all who will receive the Second Adam, our Lord  Jesus Christ.

 Read 1 Corinthians 15:21–22 and write the meaning of these words to you personally:

 __________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 Remember, the first Adam was made a living soul by the breath of God (Genesis 2:7). While 

the Last Adam, Jesus, was a life giving spirit. He was and is the fountain of life and He gives 
that life to others (John 1:4; John 5:24).

Look up John 10:10   _________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 In the first Adam all die — but in Christ (the Second Adam) all are made alive.
 Look up, again, 1 Corinthians 15:45 and Write out the verse:

 __________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 VI. THE LESSON YOU SHOULD LEARN FROM ADAM: 
  The Principle of the Second before the First.
  Early in the study of characters in the Bible, we need to understand a principle in God’s Word. It is 

the “principle of the Second before the First.” In 1 Corinthians 1:26–27, we see that God chooses 
the “nothings” for His purpose. Only thus is the self praise of the “natural” man destroyed. For 
this reason, it is a pervading characteristic of the whole course of redemption that God keeps on 
choosing the younger before the elder, sets the smaller in priority to the greater, and chooses the 
second before the first. For example:

• Not Cain, but Abel and his substitute Seth
• Not Japheth, but Shem (Genesis 10:21)
• Not Ishmael, but Isaac (Genesis 17:19)
• Not Esau, but Jacob (Genesis 25:23)
• Not Manasseh, but Ephraim (Genesis 48:14)
• Not Aaron, but Moses (Exodus 7:7)
• Not Eliab, but David (1 Samuel 16:6–13)
• Not the first king, Saul, but the second, David (1 Samuel 15:28)
• Not the Old Covenant, but the New (Hebrews 8:13)
• Not the first Adam, but the Second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45)

  Thus, God continually “takes away the first that He may establish the second” (Hebrews 10:9). He 
chooses for Himself the weak of the world so as to put to shame the strong (1 Corinthians 1:27). 
He calls the last and makes it first and the first becomes the last (Matthew 19:30). All of this comes 
to pass so that “no flesh shall glory before Him,” but that, “he who glories, let him glory in the Lord” 
(1 Corinthians 1:29–31).

  As we proceed through the Bible characters, may this principle help you understand the mind and 
workings of God among us.
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CAN YOU REMEMBER?
1. What does Adam mean?
2. How was Adam created?
3. Who created Adam?
4. What made him different — a soul?
5. How did sin enter the world?
6. Who is the Second Adam?
7. What “principle” did you learn today?

YOUR NEXT ASSIGNMENT:
1. Read Genesis 2–5:5; 1 Corinthians 11:3–12; 1 Timothy 2:15; Ephesians 5:21–33.
2. Review and restudy the lesson on Adam.
3. Mark your Bible where new truths were learned.
4. Pray for the Holy Spirit to teach you every truth you need.


