
The God’s Generals series of books are some of the most important books in my 
library. I consider them to be required reading for our people. This volume on 
The Missionaries will no doubt inspire a wave of new sold-out lovers of God to 
invade the nations of the world, ready to pay any price to spread this wonderful 
gospel of the kingdom. God’s Generals carries such profound importance because 
it provides us with perspective, it creates an awareness of a God-inspired momen-
tum, and it ignites a hunger for what might be possible again in our lifetimes. 
Author Roberts Liardon does an amazing job of recalibrating our need for true 
heroes, while, at the same time, addressing weaknesses, shortcomings, and even 
failures of these great missionary leaders. He does this all without slander or 
even downgrading the importance of their roles in history. I love this transparent 
approach, and I highly recommend this volume for all who consider themselves 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

—Bill Johnson  
Bethel Church, Redding, California 

Author, When Heaven Invades Earth and Hosting the Presence

Roberts Liardon has written an extremely well-researched book, God’s Generals: 
The Missionaries. These biographies awakened many memories of the joys and 
hardships Rolland and I have experienced as missionaries. As a skilled story-
teller, Roberts weaves factual accounts with everyday struggles, heartaches, and 
victories. Our great pioneers of faith had two common threads: lives bathed in 
much prayer, and guidance by the Holy Spirit. God’s Generals will show you how 
to lay down your life and consider everything a loss compared to knowing Jesus. 
This is a book I will put in my library.

—Heidi G. Baker, Ph.D.  
Cofounder and Director, Iris Global



As one of the modern-day historians in the body of Christ, Roberts Liardon 
has brought forth another great jewel in his God’s Generals series. Some of my 
mentors over the years have been books. The lives portrayed in this classic book 
on pioneering missionaries will surely join my “Hall of Heroes.” The shadow of 
these humble and sacrificial lives in Christ is being cast once again upon the lives 
of many people because of this amazing author. Thank you, Roberts, for being 
faithful to your task!

—James W. Goll  
Founder, Encounters Network and Prayer Storm 

Author, The Seer, A Radical Faith, and The Coming Israel Awakening

Roberts Liardon has done an exceptional job compiling the life and testimonies 
of these mighty missionaries for God, who burned with a deep desire to reach 
the lost and to demonstrate Christ’s love. These pages are filled with the dreams, 
hopes, faith, struggles, and hardships that they faced on their journey to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. I highly recommend God’s 
Generals: The Missionaries.

—Dr. Ché Ahn  
Apostle, Harvest Apostolic Center, Pasadena, California  

Senior Pastor, HRock Church  
President, Harvest International  

Ministry International Chancellor, Wagner Leadership Institute
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DeDication

As I was writing some final touches for this book, I stopped in the middle 
with an earnest question. Who is doing the work of these missionaries 
today? Who is serving on the mission field and is “dedicated for life,” as 

were the men and women in this book? As I leaned back in my chair, memories 
came flooding back of all the godly and honorable people I have met in over thirty 
years of ministering in over one hundred twenty nations. 

When I considered the unique qualities of the men and women included in 
God’s Generals: The Missionaries, one person kept coming to mind. Her name is 
Deborah Strong. I want to dedicate this book in her honor.

Deborah’s passionate work began over thirty years ago with a heartfelt 
prayer: “God, will You send me to the darkest places on earth where the needs 
are the greatest?”

God did just that.

Deborah Strong is an apostolic missionary. She goes into places where the gos-
pel does not exist or is so small that the light is nearly impossible to see. At times, 
she has walked six days among the tallest mountains of the world to reach some of 
the most unreached people on earth, because that is the passion of her heart. God 
gives her the strength and victory to always move forward—to carry on.

Through her work in Christian Faith Ministries/Nepal Disability Relief 
Foundation, she has used probably every method of evangelism you know and 



has created some of her very own. I have known her to celebrate her birthday 
early with ministry friends when she is scheduled to be in a remote mountain 
village on that day.

I want to say, “Thank you, Deborah, for all you have done for Jesus and His 
kingdom. I salute you. I am honored to call you my friend.” 

Deborah’s contact information:

Deborah Strong,  
Christian Faith Ministries  

P.O. Box 50538 
Denton, Texas 76206  

drdeborahstrong@gmail.com
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ForeworD

Former Generations

In 1986, we had one of our Gospel Campaigns in Blantyre, Malawi, in East 
Africa. Blantyre is named after the town in Scotland where the great mis-
sionary David Livingstone was born. Livingstone had planted a Christian 

mission in the area, and had founded a city that now has more than 600,000 
inhabitants, making it the largest city in Malawi. Before he died, Livingstone 
thought he had only one convert. Let me quote from his diary: 

We are like voices crying in the wilderness; we prepare the way for a 
glorious future. Future missionaries will be rewarded with conversions 
for every sermon. We are their pioneers and helpers. Let them not forget 
the watchmen of the night—us, who worked when all was gloom, and no 
evidence of success in the way of conversion cheered our paths. They will 
doubtless have more light than we, but we can serve our Master earnestly 
and proclaim the gospel as they will do.

Livingstone died in 1873. We were there more than one hundred years later. 
What about Livingstone’s prophetic word? Was it merely wishful thinking? I re-
joice to tell you what we saw. The seed sown so long ago is now blooming into 
harvest. For instance, we saw 150,000 gathered in a single meeting. The people of 
Malawi heard the same gospel. We were there sixteen days, and tens of thousands 
responded to Livingstone’s message as we preached it for him, and for Jesus. It re-
verberated throughout the whole country. A nation was shaken. The Holy Spirit 
spoke to my heart and said, You are walking on the tears of former generations.
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One Team
Suddenly, I saw it all. In God, we are linked to a single, mighty gospel move-

ment, comprising His earlier and latter-day workers. We are all one together—
we belong to their team; they belong to ours. We are reaping with joy where they 
sowed in tears before us. We did not have this harvest because we were superior 
to those precious men and women who went before, but only because the harvest 
season had arrived. Jesus said:

He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that 
both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.…I sent you to 
reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are 
entered into their labours.  (John 4:36, 38)

This is harvest time—believe it! The world’s multitudes have multiplied. The 
opportunity is vast, exciting. And we, you, all of us, are the privileged ones who 
have been chosen to do the reaping. Knowing that so much has already been done 
long before we arrived on the scene should keep us humble in the times of success. 
We must not fail the sowers. We have been entrusted with a great task. We owe it 
to them to swing the sickle, or, better still, to use a combine harvester!

The Elijahs, the Pauls, the Justin Martyrs, and the Livingstones—they all 
relied on us for the future. They expected us to take advantage of all their labors. 
We cannot be proud, only privileged!

This experience in Malawi changed my whole outlook on how much all of 
God’s servants are interwoven and interlinked. The most humble ministries or 
missionaries, evangelists, teachers, and shepherds, even those who are perhaps 
considered failures, are part of the “big picture” and will rejoice with all of us 
in harvest-joy. This sums up this great book of Roberts Liardon. Let’s join their 
ranks. The harvest goes on. Jesus is coming soon!

The Moving of the Eternal Spirit
The Holy Spirit is committed to fulfilling Christ’s promise “I will build my 

church” (Matthew 16:18). That is His business. It is also our business and ex-
plains the whole vibrant scene of His work.

No one can destroy what God builds. No one can shut a door that He opens. 
The cross of Christ is the immoveable rock in the history of the roaring seas of 
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mankind. Atheists and rulers have announced that God was dead or about to die. 
He has not died. They have! While they were busy inscribing “R.I.P.” on Christ’s 
gravestone, a hand was laid on their shoulder, and a voice said, “I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and behold, I am alive for ever more” (Revelation 1:18)! 

We are latecomers. The torch has been passed down to us from the hands of 
heroes, scholars, martyrs, and millions of unknown believers. They look over the 
cloud of glory to encourage us. Maybe it is ours to run the last lap. Well, in Jesus’ 
name, let’s do it well. 

—Reinhard Bonnke 
Founder, Christ for All Nations
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introDuction

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”  

—Revelation 12:11

This verse from the Word of God is a clear description of the men and 
women in God’s Generals: The Missionaries. Without exception, they 
were overcomers, not in their own strength but in the power of the Lamb 

of God, whom they loved and served wherever they were called. They had ex-
traordinary courage to face unknown lands, persecution, family loss, and death, 
because they esteemed their love for Jesus Christ more highly than their own lives. 
In the midst of both triumphs and tragedies, they lived out phrases we take for 
granted today, such as “Fulfilling the Great Commission,” “The future is as bright 
as the promises of God!” and “Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at 
all!”

The generals in this book were among the Christian pioneers who helped 
birth and develop modern Christian missions as we understand them today. 
They did not only speak about the need for preaching the gospel in “heathen” 
lands, but, by example, they also went and lived out their convictions on the mis-
sion field.

It is no coincidence that they shared a great many of the same personali-
ty traits and Spirit-anointed gifts. Although they ministered in three different 
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centuries and in countries around the globe, these missionaries had a great deal 
in common. They had a fervent, uncompromising love for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They were strong-willed, irrepressible individuals who listened to the Holy Spir-
it’s leading and then followed it without turning back. They were men and wom-
en of bold prayer who asked for God’s provision and protection, and then had the 
faith to see their prayers answered. For Christ’s sake, they were willing to endure 
affliction. They sensed in their spirits that it was a “must job”; they had to do it, 
no matter what. They never gave up.

They were also independent spirits; many of them left the mission societies 
that originally sent them out, preferring to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit 
on the field rather than take direction from an organization located thousands 
of miles away. In God’s providential choice, they were some of the most brilliant 
intellects of their day. In faith, they used those intellectual abilities to advance the 
kingdom of God in amazing ways: creating new alphabets, translating the Bible 
into the most difficult languages, building schools, birthing mission societies and 
international ministries, and leaving legacies that are still bearing fruit today!

I chose to present missionaries in this fifth volume of God’s Generals to in-
spire a new generation of mission workers today. There are still places on this 
earth where there is little or no Christian witness—places that need the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And 
how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can 
they hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and 
tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful 
are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”  (Romans 10:14–15 nlt)

Perhaps God is calling you to be a messenger of the good news to the far ends 
of the earth. My prayer is that this book will help you to make the decision to give 
your life for God and for man. 

 —Roberts Liardon
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chapter 1

Count Nikolaus Ludwig 
von Zinzendorf

A New Thought:  
The World Is the Field of  Harvest!

The top mast of the James bent nearly in two; resistance against the lash-
ing winds was in vain. The prow of the ship sank beneath the raging 
waves one moment and soared up toward the stormy sky the next. It 

was February 14, 1743, and the James was returning from the West Indies with 
missionary leader Count Ludwig von Zinzendorf aboard. 

As the ship approached the coastline of southern England, the North Atlan-
tic gale relentlessly pushed her toward the jagged rocks jutting from the shore-
line. The passengers and crew of the British vessel huddled below deck in fear for 
their lives. The winds shrieked as the ship pitched ominously, each hour driven 
closer to the English coast. 

Captain Nicholas Garrison resigned himself to the inevitable. Turning to 
the quiet passenger standing by his side, he said the foreboding words, “Within 
hours, Your Excellency, we will be at the bottom of this ocean. The ship will not 
survive a crash against that rocky shore.” 

Raising his eyebrows in surprise at the stark prediction, Count Zinzendorf 
spoke confidently above the raging storm. “Captain, within two hours, this storm 
will be abated, and we will be sailing in calm seas once again.” 
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Captain Garrison shook his head in disbelief as both men fought against the 
lashing winds to join the crew and passengers below deck. 

In two hours, the captain of the James climbed carefully up the wooden lad-
der to the deck of his vessel. In wonder, he saw that the winds had shifted, the 
stormy clouds had parted; there were blue skies and placid seas surrounding the 
ship on all sides. 

 “Count Zinzendorf,” the captain inquired in awe, “how did you know that 
we would have these calm seas in exactly two hours?”

 “I have had a trusting relationship with Jesus Christ for nearly forty years,” 
the count responded. “He speaks to me in the quiet of my soul when I pray before 
Him. This time, He assured me that the storm would end in two hours.” 

Amazed at Zinzendorf ’s extraordinary faith, Captain Garrison accepted 
Christ as Lord of his life soon afterward and began a friendship with the count 
that lasted a lifetime. For years to come, Garrison served as the captain of the 
Moravian missionary ship that transported Zinzendorf ’s missionaries to foreign 
lands throughout the world. 

“I Have but One Passion…”

“I have but one passion: It is He; it is He alone.” 
—Count Zinzendorf

Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf was a European nobleman well-known to 
the regal heads of eighteenth-century Europe. Destined by birth to live a life 
of privilege and luxury in the courts of Saxony (Germany), he chose instead to 
dedicate all of his expansive influence and wealth to the glory of his Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Rather than making his mark in his native country alone, Zinzendorf 
changed lives for eternity in the farthest corners of the world through his mis-
sionary vision. 

Throughout Europe, the Middle East, Asia, the East and West Indies, and 
South America, from the southern tip of Africa to the arctic shores of Green-
land, the name of Christ was extolled by the missionaries sent out under Zinzen-
dorf ’s leadership. Eventually embarking on foreign journeys himself, Zinzendorf 
proclaimed, “The world is the field and the field is the world; and henceforth, that 
country shall be my home where I can be most used in winning souls for Christ.” 
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Through nearly forty years of Christian min-
istry, Zinzendorf was revered by some people for 
his deep love of Christ, and reviled by others for 
his unorthodox ways of demonstrating that love. 
To Zinzendorf, the true church was an invisible 
body of believers hidden behind denominational 
barriers. Life in Christ was not what happened in 
the organized church; instead, it was a “Christi-
anity of the heart.” 

Zinzendorf expressed that kind of Christian-
ity in three vital ways. First, it was essential that 
all believers embrace a deep, personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Second, all true believers must learn to live and worship together. “There is no 
Christianity without community” was his personal motto. Third, every Christian 
was called to help spread the message of Christ’s sacrificial death and redemption 
to the unreached world. “Missions, after all,” Zinzendorf wrote, “is simply this: 
Every heart with Christ is a missionary, every heart without Christ is a mission 
field!” Whether a believer was sent to a foreign land or worked to support the one 
sent, to Zinzendorf, the missionary enterprise was a cooperative effort, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, that could change the world for Christ. Zinzendorf 
did change the world, revolutionizing the worldwide Christian community with 
his missionary zeal, taking his place in history as one of God’s greatest mission-
ary generals.

A Prophetic Prayer
Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf was born into a family of Austrian nobil-

ity on May 26, 1700, in Dresden, Saxony. He was the only child of Count Georg 
Ludwig and Countess Charlotte Justine von Zinzendorf. 

For generations before his birth, the Zinzendorf family had enjoyed a high 
rank among the Austrian nobility, serving in the court of Austria’s emperors. 
As the Reformation spread throughout Europe, Nikolaus’s grandfather, Count 
Maximilian von Zinzendorf, became a Lutheran, embracing faith in Christ alone 
for salvation. By the mid-1600s, in order to pursue his newfound Protestant 
faith, the count sold his Austrian estate, Wachovia, and moved his wife and five 
children from Catholic Austria to Lutheran Saxony. 

Through nearly forty years 
of Christian ministry, 

Zinzendorf was revered 
by some people for his 

deep love of Christ, and 
reviled by others for 

his unorthodox ways of 
demonstrating that love.
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Maximilian pledged his allegiance to Saxony, which, in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, included the eastern provinces of modern-day Germany 
and Poland. In time, one of his sons, George Ludwig, married a Christian woman 
of royal birth, Charlotte Justine von Gersdorf. It was to this couple that young 
Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf (called “Ludwig”) was born. At the time of 
Ludwig’s birth, his father served as “counselor” to the king of Saxony. Tragically, 
George Ludwig contracted tuberculosis, and, on July 19, 1700, the thirty-seven-
year-old father died six weeks after his son’s birth.

That day, Charlotte Justine wrote a prayer for baby Ludwig in the front of 
her Bible: “May the Father of mercy govern the heart of this child that he may 
walk upright in the path of virtues.…Let his ways be strengthened by the Word 
of God…that he will indeed experience what the Lord has promised, ‘I am the 
Father of the fatherless.’”1 It was a prophetic prayer in the life of her noble little boy.

Converted at Four Years Old
As a young widow, just twenty-five years old, the grieving Charlotte took 

her infant son and moved to her mother’s estate in Gross Hennersdorf, Sax-
ony, where Ludwig was lovingly welcomed by a Christian grandmother, aunt, 

The Zinzendorf Family: Count Georg Ludwig and Countess Charlotte Justine von Zinzendorf  
with Nikolaus, who is portrayed as a three-year-old boy  

despite the fact that Georg died a few weeks after the child’s birth. 
(Used by permission / Moravian Church Archives) 
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and uncle. When he was four years old, his mother remarried Field Marshall 
Dubislav von Natzmer, a fifty-year-old widower who lived in Berlin. She left four-
year-old “Lutz,” as his grandmother fondly nicknamed him, behind. 

Lutz’s grandmother, Countess Henrietta Katharina von Gersdorf, was a de-
vout Christian and an active Pietist. The Pietists were a small group of Christians 
within the Lutheran Church who longed for a deep personal relationship with 
their Savior. They emphasized the priesthood of the believer and the need for a 
“vigorous” relationship with Jesus Christ rather than the dry worship of the for-
mal church. Philipp Jakob Spener was considered the “father of the Pietist move-
ment” and was a close friend of the von Gersdorf [Zinzendorf] family. Growing 
up in this godly environment, little Lutz learned to lean on Jesus for everything 
in life.

“Already in my childhood,” he recorded later, “I loved the Saviour, and had 
abundant communion with Him. In my fourth year I began to seek God earnest-
ly, and determined to become a true servant of Jesus Christ….I was…as certain 
that the Son of God was my Lord as of the existence of my five fingers!”2 

There was no doubt that Lutz had unreservedly given his heart to Christ, as 
he recorded in his childhood diary, “A thousand times I heard Him speak in my 
heart, and saw Him with the eye of faith….If Jesus were forsaken by all the world, 
I still would cling to Him and love Him.”3 

Bullied at School
At the age of ten, Lutz was uprooted from his grandmother’s castle by his 

mother and taken to the Pietist boarding school Halle Paedagogium, 120 miles 
from his grandmother’s estate. As a nobleman of high rank, Ludwig was expected 
to train for service in the Saxon court. His family assumed that he would become 
a highly important court counselor, just like his father and grandfather before 
him.

Unfortunately, his years at Halle were nothing like his pleasant childhood. 
In spite of attending a Christian school, Lutz was bullied by the older boys be-
cause of his money, his noble rank, and his intelligence. “With a few exceptions, 
my schoolfellows hated me throughout,”4 Ludwig wrote later. Even his personal 
tutor, Daniel Crisenius, scorned his commitment to Jesus and blackmailed him 
for his allowance. “I’ve always thought that your grandmother thought far too 
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much of you,” Crisenius sneered. “And if you tell her I said that, I shall tell her 
you are too lazy to study!”5 

Because God had a plan for Ludwig’s life, He used the young count’s boy-
hood trials to build steadfastness in his “inner man,” to give him the spiritual 
strength to endure criticism while remaining strong in his faith. Lutz became 
determined. “This shame shall not crush me. On the contrary, it shall raise me 
up!”6 The young count grew both academically and spiritually, and found a few 
like-minded friends to join him in his quest to follow Christ. It was God’s bless-
ing that enabled him to excel both in knowledge and in personal character. It is 
an important combination that God desires us to possess.

“Order of the Grain of Mustard Seed”
At twelve years old, Lutz and his four closest school friends formed a secret 

Christian society dedicated to prayer, Bible study, and faithful adherence to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. They were the least popular boys in school, picked on 
for their lack of size and strength, but they no longer cared. One of the young 
men, Baron Friedrich von Watteville, became Ludwig’s closest friend and confi-
dante for life. 

Ludwig sensed the call to be an evangelist or minister at a very young age. His 
example was Jesus Himself, who was only twelve years old when He confused the 
great minds of His day in the temple. In the Old and New Testaments, we read 
about young people called into ministry—Joseph, Samuel, David, Timothy. We 
don’t see as much of it in the church today as we should. Ludwig Zinzendorf was 
a great example of what a youthful evangelist might look like.

The young count named his secret society “The Order of the Mustard Seed,” 
because he believed that their small seed of faith would become a large tree of 
service to the Lord. To young Lutz, it was like taking an oath of knighthood 
for Christ’s sake. These young men would have wealth and influence, and they 
pledged to use both to promote the gospel of Jesus Christ. Ludwig had gold rings 
designed for each of them, with the Greek words translated “No man liveth unto 
himself ” (see Romans 14:7) inscribed inside. The society also had a banner em-
bellished with the crest of a mustard tree and a Latin inscription that read “quod 
fuit ante nihil”—“out of nothing something.” 

The words were prophetic. Over the next forty years, the tiny seed of faith 
grew from their small dormitory room to the world’s political and religious stage. 
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Zinzendorf met Christian world leaders who ac-
cepted membership in The Order of the Mustard 
Seed and pledged to influence the world for Christ; 
these included such diverse men as James Ogletho-
rpe, governor of colonial Georgia; Tomochichi, chief 
of the Yamacraw tribe in America; Christian VI, 
king of Denmark; John Potter, the Anglican arch-
bishop of Canterbury; and even Louis de Noailles, 
the Roman Catholic cardinal of Paris. 

There is an anointed unity in the Spirit among 
groups of Christians who bond together in Christ; Jesus and His disciples are the 
perfect example. John and Charles Wesley formed The Holy Club, a group of believ-
ers who met at Christ Church, Oxford, and covenanted to pray and fast together, 
study the Bible, and take care of the needy in the Oxford area. They later became the 
foundation of the Methodist Church. Young men and women who were saved dur-
ing the Welsh Revival of the early 1900s were committed to one another for prayer 
and ministry under the direction of healing evangelist George Jeffreys, and they later 
formed the Elim denomination. Billy Graham established his worldwide ministry 
with a group of young men who worked with him as a team for life, becoming old 
men together in Christ’s service. Young Zinzendorf ’s secret society was one of the 
most influential societies among world leaders that I have ever discovered.

The Missionary Fire Is Lit
Before long, Ludwig’s brilliant mind was recognized at Halle; he excelled 

in biblical studies, Greek, and Latin. He was no longer the brunt of student 
jokes and enjoyed increasing attention from the headmaster, Professor Augustus 
Franke. Because Ludwig was a nobleman, he was always seated near the head 
of the dinner table, closest to Franke and honored guests. One evening, one of 
those guests changed the direction of The Order of the Mustard Seed and altered 
Zinzendorf ’s life forever. 

Fifteen-year-old Ludwig was seated across the table from Bartholomäus 
Ziegenbalg, a Halle alumnus who was home on furlough from the mission field. 
Ziegenbalg and fellow Halle student Heinrich Plütschau were the first two Prot-
estant missionaries sent out by the Danish royal family. They had been sharing 
about Christ in the Danish colony of Tranquebar, India, for eight years. 

There is an anointed 
unity in the Spirit 
among groups of 

Christians who bond 
together in Christ; Jesus 

and His disciples are 
the perfect example.
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From the early years of the Reformation, Denmark had welcomed the gospel 
and faith in Christ alone for salvation. The Danish Christians were among the 
first Europeans to produce the Bible in their national language. Although mis-
sionary work was unheard of in Protestant Europe at the time, King Frederick 
IV of Denmark was a Christian visionary who eventually sent Christian mis-
sionaries throughout his Danish colonies. 

This is a perfect example of the power and influence for good that can be ex-
ercised by people in leadership who are not afraid to stand for God. God still uses 
people in government positions. I believe we will see more of that in our lifetime, 
even in the midst of the spiritual warfare among the nations of the world.

Unlike King Frederick, the Anglican and Lutheran churches of Europe were 
actually against the idea of sending missionaries to the nations of the world. At 
that time, they believed that Jesus’ command to “go…into all the world” (Mark 
16:15) had ceased when the apostles died, and that the first apostles had fulfilled 
the command by reaching the ends of the known world. The European reformers 
had spent the last two hundred years establishing the Protestant denominations 
and fighting against the religious control of Roman Catholicism in Europe. Their 
church vision did not include outreach into foreign nations.

 The Spirit of God is always trying to breathe life into the church and the 
world, but religion is always trying to squelch it! In the Danish outreach, we see 
the first signs of the Spirit of God breathing new life into what we call the Great 
Commission. But the traditional church had control, and they thought that what 
God had said to the apostles about evangelizing the world was now irrelevant. 

Ludwig’s Destiny Was Sealed!
At dinner that night, Ludwig sat in rapt attention, his eyes fastened on 

Ziegenbalg, the first Lutheran missionary. Burning with curiosity, he asked him 
detailed questions about his missionary work and the language and customs of 
the Indian people. From the time of that momentous dinner, Ludwig’s destiny 
was sealed.

As soon as he was excused from the dining hall, Ludwig raced down the cor-
ridor and burst into Watteville’s room, eager to share every detail of his dinner 
conversation. What an exciting new vision for The Order of the Mustard Seed! 
They would consecrate their lives to sending the good news of Jesus Christ to 
those throughout the world who did not know Him. “It will be impossible to go 
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ourselves,” they reluctantly admitted, because of their positions of nobility. But 
they vowed to use their fortunes and their influence to spread the gospel message 
around the globe.7 

This story is a reminder to each of us that, sometimes, our greatest sermon 
may be delivered to just one person. Ziegenbalg had a simple conversation with a 
teenage boy at dinner, and he sowed the mission seed that changed the European 
Protestant church! Whatever is on your heart, speak up, even if it is just to one 
person. 

Keeping His Spirit Fed and Free
In eighteenth-century Europe, Wittenberg, Saxony, was the most famous 

city of the Protestant faith. There, in 1517, Martin Luther, a Catholic priest and 
professor at Wittenberg University, nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the wooden 
door of Castle Church. Since that time, Wittenberg had served as the seat of the 
Lutheran Church, but when Zinzendorf arrived at the university two centuries 
later, there was little evidence left of Martin Luther’s fiery passion for Christ. 
The Lutheran Church and Wittenberg University had become dry and formal in 
their theology.

It is a historical observation that many 
places of revival are dead and dull by the time 
the third generation comes along. For Ludwig, 
the church and the university seemed as dead 
as a doornail!

At Wittenberg, Ludwig’s uncle, Count 
Otto von Zinzendorf, insisted that he study 
the law and learn how to fence and dance to 
prepare for service in the royal court. “My uncle was obsessed to change my [Pi-
etist] heart and put a different head on my body,” Ludwig later proclaimed.8 

In spite of the worldliness and religious formalism that had crept into the 
university, Ludwig was determined to pursue Christ. “I commune with the Friend 
of my heart, the ever present Savior, daily…I am spending a whole hour from six 
to seven in the morning, as well as in the evening from eight to nine, in prayer.”9 

Ludwig spent entire nights praying and full days fasting before the Lord, as well. 
Nothing would deter him from his passion for Jesus! This prayer time was the 
way he kept his spirit fresh. Likewise, our Christian walk must consist of more 

In spite of the worldliness 
and religious formalism that 
had crept into the university, 

Ludwig was determined to 
pursue Christ. 
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than a onetime prayer; we must keep our vital relationship with Christ fresh and 
alive, as Zinzendorf did. 

The Art Gallery Visitation
After graduation from the university, each young nobleman was sent on a 

yearlong journey through the capital cities of Europe to complete his education. 
Ludwig’s travels were uneventful until May 20, 1719, the day he visited the Dus-
seldorf art museum. 

Walking leisurely through the gallery, Ludwig stopped at a large, somber 
painting of Jesus Christ with the crown of thorns on His head and blood on His 
cheek. The painting, by Italian artist Domenico Feti, was entitled Ecce Homo, Lat-
in for “Behold the Man.” This was the announcement Pontus Pilate made after 
Jesus was scourged. The words etched beneath the painting startled Ludwig and 
were burned into his heart: “This I have done for you; what are you doing for Me?” 

Depiction of four scenes from Zinzendorf ’s grand tour through the Netherlands, France,  
and Germany in 1719–20: (right) Zinzendorf discussing theological matters with a reformed minis-

ter in his library in Utrecht; (center bottom) a servant bringing a letter for Count Zinzendorf;  
(center top) Zinzendorf meeting with Cardinal de Noailles and Père la Tour in Paris;  
(left) Zinzendorf (seated) in Ebersdorf, with Heinrich XXIX, Count Heinrich Reuss,  

his mother, and Reuss’s sister Erdmuthe Dorothea.
(Used by permission / Moravian Church Archives) 
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“I stood there without an answer,” Zinzendorf wrote. “I implored my Savior 
to draw me with force into the partnership of His suffering, even if my mind 
struggled against it.”10 There, in that art gallery, Ludwig von Zinzendorf dedi-
cated the rest of his life to the service of the Son of God. 

“These wounds were meant to purchase me,” he declared. “These drops of 
blood were shed to obtain me. I am not my own today. I belong to another. I have 
been bought with a price. And I will live every moment of every day so that the 
Great Purchaser of my soul will receive the full reward of His suffering.”11 

During his six months’ stay in France, Ludwig met the archbishop of Paris, 
Cardinal Louis Antoine de Noailles. In spite of their different beliefs regarding 
Catholic doctrine, the men developed a friendship based on their love for the 
crucified Savior. Before they parted company, the seventy-year-old cardinal ac-
cepted twenty-year-old Ludwig’s invitation for membership in The Order of the 
Mustard Seed. For the rest of his life, Zinzendorf insisted that it was love for 
Christ that could end the differences among Christian believers.

Losing His Girlfriend
Before reporting to the Saxon court in Dresden, Ludwig traveled through 

Switzerland, first to visit his school friend Friedrich von Watteville and then 
to visit an aunt, the Countess of Castelle. While staying at her castle, young 
Zinzendorf found himself falling in love with his beautiful cousin, Theodora. 
Ludwig left the castle for home with his aunt’s hearty approval for their engage-
ment, but something didn’t seem quite settled for Theodora.

A short time later, Ludwig discovered that a close friend, Count Heinrich 
Reuss, had fallen in love with Theodora, as well, and that she returned his af-
fection. Ludwig, trusting completely in the Lord’s direction for his life, stepped 
aside for them to marry. With a peaceful heart, he spoke to the young couple, 
“It is settled; God’s benevolent will be done. I wish you two felicity and content-
ment.” God had something else planned for him, of that Ludwig was certain; he 
would patiently wait. 

Eighteen months later, on September 7, 1722, twenty-two-year-old Ludwig 
married Heinrich Reuss’s younger sister, Countess Erdmuthe Dorothea Reuss. 
She was the perfect companion for him; Erdmuthe shared Ludwig’s passion for 
following Jesus above all else. Working together, they offered their lives and their 
fortunes for the sake of the gospel of Christ. 
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Ludwig was being directed by the Lord in this 
decision. In Christian ministry, it is vital not to be 
swayed by youthful passion to marry without wait-
ing for God’s specific guidance. The right person will 
share the same ministry vision and embrace the same 
call for service. Zinzendorf was led by the Holy Spirit 
when he put aside the early passion of “first love” to 
wait for God’s chosen companion. 

Most people today marry according to emotion 
and physical passion. They don’t marry according to 
calling; they don’t consider evaluating the person to 
make certain that they will be spiritually compatible. 

When considering marriage, ask these questions: Do we 
believe the same things scripturally? Are we called to the same ministry or ser-
vice? If I were called to go to the mission field, would you going to go with me? 
Most, but not all, of the missionaries in this volume made wise decisions con-
cerning their marriage partners. Zinzendorf was certainly one of them.

Receiving a Large Inheritance
In 1722, Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf reported for duty at the court of 

Augustus the Strong, Elector of Saxony. He was assigned as a king’s counselor, 
just as his mother, uncle, and grandmother had hoped. But Ludwig was discour-
aged; more than anything else, he longed to be a minister of the gospel. In the 
world of European nobility, it was not an acceptable choice. Yet Zinzendorf was 
certain that “winning souls for Christ and working in His spiritual kingdom was 
his real vocation.”12 

Each Sunday afternoon and evening in Dresden, Ludwig and Erdmuthe wel-
comed Christians, both nobles and commoners, into their home for fellowship, 
Bible study, and prayer.

That same year, Ludwig came of age and received a large inheritance from 
his father’s estate. Since his days in Halle, he had dreamed of building a Chris-
tian community like the early church, where rich and poor could worship and 
work together. To make his vision a reality, he purchased the estate of Berth-
elsdorf from his grandmother, located just a few miles from her castle. At the 
time, all that existed on the estate was the small village of Berthelsdorf and a 

Count Zinzendorf
(Used by permission /  

Moravian Church Archives) 
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run-down Lutheran church. But Zinzendorf gazed at the empty acres with 
eyes of faith, envisioning the Christian community it could become. What God 
built on that land was greater than anything Ludwig von Zinzendorf could 
have imagined!

Christian Community Was His Passion
Berthelsdorf became Ludwig’s passion. The more he saw of court life, the 

stronger his desire became to devote his life to the gospel and Christian commu-
nity. Although he was required to spend his winters in Dresden, in the summer 
months, he was free to fulfill his dream on his new lands. 

First, he appointed his Pietist friend John Andrew Rothe as the pastor of 
the Lutheran church on the estate. Zinzendorf commissioned him with these 
words: “I bought this estate because I wanted to spend my life among peasants, 
and win their souls for Christ. So go, Rothe, to the vineyard of the Lord. You 
will find me a brother and a helper rather than a patron.”13 At Rothe’s induction 
ceremony, a Pietist preacher from the nearby village of Görlitz spoke a prophetic 
word, saying, “God will light a candle on this place which will illuminate the 
whole land!” 

Ludwig decided to build a mansion on the grounds, which he named Bethel 
(house of God), so that he and Erdmuthe could live in the middle of the Chris-
tian community whenever they were on leave from Dresden. Once it was com-
plete, the Zinzendorfs opened their home to everyone in the area, nobles and 
peasants alike, for evening Bible studies. To Ludwig’s delight, his boyhood friend 
Friedrich von Watteville left his Switzerland estate and moved to Berthelsdorf to 
join Zinzendorf in fulfilling his vision. 

The first settler who arrived at the Berthelsdorf estate was Christian David, 
a believer from Moravia (currently located in eastern Czech Republic). As a Prot-
estant, David had been relentlessly persecuted by the ruling Catholics of Moravia 
and Bohemia. Although he had safely escaped the region, he wanted to return 
and lead other persecuted Protestants out of the country. When he heard about 
Ludwig’s vision for a Christian community, he asked if the Moravian refugees 
would be welcome in Berthelsdorf. Ludwig answered with a resounding “Yes!” 
Unknown to either of the men, Christian David’s request was the very thing that 
brought life to Zinzendorf ’s Christian vision.
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Smuggling Moravian Refugees
Sneaking back into Moravia in spite of personal danger, David returned to Ber-

thelsdorf with the first refugees—the two Niesser brothers, their wives, and four 
children. On a small hill on the estate, just one mile from the Berthelsdorf village, 
David felled a tree for the first house and declared that the Moravians had finally 
found their home. On that day, June 17, 1722, a new Christian community was born.

David made ten more secretive trips to Moravia to smuggle his persecuted 
brothers and sisters in Christ to freedom. Johann Heitz, the steward at Berthels-
dorf, named the new community Herrnhut (“the Lord’s Watch”). In a letter of 
explanation to Zinzendorf, he wrote, “God grant that Your Excellency be able to 
build on the hill a town which may not only itself abide under the Lord’s Watch, 
but all the inhabitants of which may also continue on the Lord’s Watch, so that 
no silence [of prayer] may be there by day or night.”14 

Within four years, Herrnhut had grown to three hundred members. The 
men of the village gathered with Zinzendorf and Watteville to lay the corner-
stone for a Moravian school and medical building. They dedicated it to the glory 
of God, singing songs of praise for His work among them. 

As Friedrich von Watteville knelt in front of the cornerstone, praying aloud 
for God to accept their work and worship, five newcomers were standing in the 
back of the crowd and listening intently. The men were Moravian refugees who 
had stopped at Herrnhut on their way to find religious sanctuary in Poland. 
When they saw the passion for Christ among the leaders and villagers, they 
asked for permission to remain.

Strangely, three of the five men had the same name, David Nitschmann, so 
they were labeled by their jobs in the village. All of the men were essential to 
the future growth of Herrnhut, but David “the carpenter” became a Moravian 
bishop in Herrnhut and one of the first missionaries sent to foreign soil. 

Who Were the Moravians?
It took Zinzendorf a few years to understand the history of the Christian 

brothers from Moravia and Bohemia who were seeking religious sanctuary in 
Herrnhut. In 1412, John Hus, a Catholic Bohemian priest, spoke out against the 
practices of the Catholic Church, condemning the selling of indulgences for the 
forgiveness of sins and the immorality among the Catholic leaders. His protest 
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occurred one hundred years before Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five The-
ses. Boldly, Hus proclaimed the gospel truth: the only way to eternal salvation is 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.15 

In 1415, Hus was tried for heresy by a Catholic tribunal and burned at the stake 
for his righteous stand, but throughout Bohemia and Moravia, his followers, “the 
true Christian believers,” grew in number. By 1457, still sixty years before Luther 
made his famous protests, these Moravian believers became officially known as the 
Unitas Fratrum, the United Brethren; they became the earliest Protestant denomi-
nation. Members of the early Unitas Fratum were Germans; they lived as a com-
munity within what is now the Czech Republic, but they were Germans by blood, 
culture, and language.16 By Luther’s time, they had more than four hundred congre-
gations and nearly 200,000 members. It was not a small, struggling denomination.17 

The Prophecy of the Hidden Seed
In the Catholic states of Moravia and Bohemia, the United Brethren were 

mercilessly persecuted and martyred until, by 1547, they were driven under-
ground to practice their faith. Their last bishop, Jan Amos Comenius, escaped 
the persecution in 1627 by fleeing to Holland with a remnant of the Brethren. 
Comenius spoke prophetically of the United Brethren who were left behind, call-
ing them God’s “hidden seed” that would someday grow to be a fruitful tree 
again, able to worship the Lord in freedom.

It wasn’t long after the refugees began arriving at Herrnhut that Ludwig dis-
covered that these men and women were truly the “hidden seed” that Comenius 
had written about, the remnant of the faithful Unitas Fratum (later called the 
Moravians). The count pledged to use his resources and his life to preserve and 
rebuild this historic denomination of faithful Christians. 

“I want to be used among these people to bring a revival,” Zinzendorf de-
clared. “Though I may lose my property, my honor, and my life in the cause, as 
long as I live, and as far as I am able, this flock of the Lord shall be preserved for 
Him until He comes!”18 

What Satan Meant for Evil…
Zinzendorf believed, “Everything should be done out of love. The focus of 

our brotherly community is the winning of souls.” 
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As word of the Herrnhut community spread, persecuted Christians from 
diverse backgrounds began arriving—Moravians, Anabaptists (now the Men-
nonites), Calvinists, Separatists, and even Catholics. At first, denominational 

divisions festered under the surface, but 
eventually they exploded into biting verbal 
disagreements; before long, the vision of a 
loving Christian community had disinte-
grated before their eyes.

Into the turmoil, Satan sent an evil 
messenger, Johannes Sigismund Krüger, 
who preached using the Scriptures but was 
actually “a false brother,” bringing division 
and hatred to Herrnhut. Krüger mocked 
the Lutheran Church, calling it the “whore 

of Babylon,” with Zinzendorf the “beast of the abyss,” and John Rothe the “false 
prophet.” His messages were so persuasive that many settlers were deceived by 
his false accusations, including Christian David, the first Moravian settler. As a 
result, David, a leader in Herrnhut, and Rothe, the pastor of the Berthelsdorf 
church, spoke hatefully about each other.

As Krüger’s messages increased in fanaticism, it became obvious that he was 
mentally deranged; he was arrested and eventually committed to an asylum in 
Berlin. But a great deal of damage had already been done. 

Saddened by the reports of the spiritual dissension among the Christian believ-
ers, twenty-seven-year-old Zinzendorf took a leave of absence from the Saxony court; 
he and Erdmuthe, with their newborn daughter Benigna, hastened home to Herrn-
hut. (Their firstborn son had died two years earlier within months of his birth.) 

A Forgiveness Meeting
On May 12, 1727, the youthful but determined Zinzendorf stood in front 

of the three hundred residents of Herrnhut. Reading from the Scriptures, he 
reminded them of Jesus’ final prayer for His disciples: 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  
 (John 17:21)

At first, denominational 
divisions festered under the 
surface, but eventually they 
exploded into biting verbal 
disagreements; before long, 

the vision of a loving Christian 
community had disintegrated 

before their eyes.
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Ludwig preached passionately on the goal of Christian unity—that they 
might all be one in Christ. He reminded the Moravians of their commitment to 
the simple faith of the earlier United Brethren. In the end, Zinzendorf, the “lord” 
of the estate, made clear that every member of Herrnhut must pursue brotherly 
love in Christ in order to remain on his land. He asked them to sign a “Brotherly 
Union and Compact” to live together in Christian peace.19 Ludwig signed the 
pact first, followed by Christian David, and then the other Herrnhut settlers. 

The conviction of the Holy Spirit moved among the people as Zinzendorf 
spoke that morning. When the three-hour meeting came to a close, the Christian 
disciples stood and extended outstretched hands to one another in peace. Soon 
after, John Rothe approached Christian David and forgave him for his relation-
ship with Johannes Krüger. 

During that summer of 1727, brotherly love was restored on the Berthelsdorf 
estate, and twelve elders were chosen as leaders in the community. “The whole 
place,” said Zinzendorf, “represented a visible tabernacle of God among men.”20 

God was preparing Zinzendorf and the Moravian Brethren for an anointed move 
of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit and Fire
On Sunday, August 10, 1727, John Rothe knelt before his congregation and 

prayed for the Lord’s Spirit to move mightily among them; together, they re-
mained in prayer until well past midnight. Three days later, the Christian settlers 
of Herrnhut walked the short mile to the Berthelsdorf church, where Rothe had 
invited them to a Communion service to celebrate their reconciliation. 

From both communities, the people entered the church quietly, sensing the 
sweet presence of God. As they lifted their voices in praise, the Holy Spirit swept 
through the congregation with His purifying fire. Humbled believers dropped 
to their knees, weeping in repentance before the Lord, drowning out the singing 
with cries to be cleansed from their sins. Swept up in the Spirit’s presence, the 
worshipers praised Him with adoration; they prayed alone or in groups; they 
called on the Lord’s grace and mercy until they finally sensed His release. 

As their singing and weeping subsided, Ludwig prayed that the bond of 
peace and brotherly love would abide among them forever. No one wanted to 
leave God’s holy presence. Zinzendorf sent for food from his kitchens, and the 
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Herrnhut Brethren celebrated the first of hundreds of “love feasts” breaking 
bread together.21 

Zinzendorf wrote about “that blessed summer”: 

We saw the hand of God and His wonders, and we were all under the 
cloud of our fathers, baptized with the Spirit….The Holy Spirit is the 
life-giving Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the source of all our comprehen-
sion of God—He uses the Scripture for this purpose. His main striving 
is to magnify Christ in our lives. He relentlessly pursues us to make us 
Christ-like.22 

A Hundred-Year Prayer Meeting
Two weeks after the Holy Spirit fell on the Berthelsdorf gathering, twenty-

four men and twenty-four women from Herrnhut pledged to “unceasing prayer” 
for one hour a day. This prayer time was called the “hourly intercession,” and it 
was held around the clock, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week! 

They interceded before God for the specific needs of the people; before long, 
they had seventy-seven people committed to take part in twenty-four hour prayer, 
and they received two thousand prayer requests from Christians throughout 
Saxony. When the Moravians began their mission work, the prayer time focused 
on their missionary work. Imagine the astonishment of those prayer warriors had 
they known that their prayer meeting, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, 
would continue among the Moravian Brethren twenty-four hours a day, every 
day, 365 days a year—for the next one hundred years!

What a marvelous, wonderful thing this was—an unceasing commitment to 
prayer. “Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:16–18). This is the closest manifestation of that Scripture that I have 
ever heard of!

I am blessed when I think of the nations and people who were changed for-
ever by one hundred years of prayer for world missions. Some sources believe 
that it may have gone on for closer to one hundred twenty years, but in our re-
search, we have never discovered exactly when or why this supernatural prayer 
time stopped. There are ministries today that are picking up some degree of that 
mantle. We admire them and bless them for their commitment to unceasing 
prayer in our day. 



Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf

33

That same summer, Zinzendorf began 
to share a specific Scripture to encourage or 
exhort the Herrnhut congregation; he and 
the elders shared it from house to house 
among themselves. Soon after, Ludwig 
and the leaders gathered a collection of Bi-
ble passages that were “suited for doctrine, 
reproof, and instruction in righteousness” 
(see 2 Timothy 3:16) and placed them in a 
wooden box. They chose one by “the lot” 
each night to share with the settlers the 
following morning. This became known as 
the Losung, or “Watchword.”

Three years later, the Moravians set up a printing press in the village of Eb-
ersdorf to publish inexpensive copies of the Bible, Christian tracts, and hymnals 
in the German language for the common people to read. They also published 
their first annual devotional book, containing the Losung for each day of the en-
tire year. Today, nearly three hundred years later, that devotional, The Moravian 
Daily Texts, is still published annually in more than fifty languages by the thriv-
ing Moravian Church. (www.moravian.org)

Shortly after this, while visiting his uncle in the nearby region of Silesia, 
Ludwig discovered some of the earliest writings of Jan Comenius, the last bishop 
of the United Brethren. He found among Comenius’s writings the Ratio Discipli-
nae (“Account of Discipline”), a small book of the guiding principles for the early 
Unitas Fratum. Zinzendorf was amazed at the similarity between Comenius’s 
writings and his own recently written “Brotherly Union and Compact.” 

Without a doubt, God had placed these humble refugees, this “hidden seed,” 
into Zinzendorf ’s path as a part of His plan for restoration! 

Spirit-filled Life in Herrnhut
From his earliest years, Ludwig had been a writer of hymns, expressing his 

worship to the Lord in song. His most famous hymn, translated later by John 
Wesley, is “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness.”

The Moravian Brethren also had a heart to worship the Lord in music; they 
were joyous in their praise. Life in Herrnhut became a sanctuary filled with 

Imagine the astonishment of 
those prayer warriors had they 

known that their prayer meeting, 
under the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit, would continue among 
the Moravian Brethren twenty-
four hours a day, every day, 365 

days a year—for the next one 
hundred years!
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worship; each morning and evening, there was a time of praise in the village. 
Watchmen would walk past the homes at sunset, singing God’s praises as the 
village slowly closed down for the night. Ludwig personally wrote more than one 
thousand hymns and published a number of hymnals, some of which are still in 
use today.

In 1728, Zinzendorf organized the members of the growing community into 
small groups called “bands” for the purpose of prayer and spiritual care of one 
another (much like cell groups in modern churches). Later, the bands were in-
creased in size and called “choirs.” The people were divided by gender or position 
in life, so that there were choirs for single men and single women, married cou-
ples, and even children. “The reason we have choir groups,” Zinzendorf wrote, “is 
to disclose the conditions of our hearts. We begin to trust one another and we 
dare to disclose openly and honestly…from our inner being.”23

Before long, all of the single men moved into a “single brethren’s house,” vow-
ing to serve the Lord together above all else. Soon after, the single women did the 
same, residing together in a “single sisters’ house.” For these young people, mar-
riage was secondary to discovering their call for God’s service. They were hard-
working people and talented craftsmen, with a passionate commitment to Christ. 
That Christian commitment laid the foundation for the true call of Zinzendorf 
and the Moravian Church—launching Protestant missionaries from Europe to 
the farthest corners of the world.

A Divine Appointment at the Danish Coronation
Count von Zinzendorf and Baron von Watteville were still actively involved 

in fulfilling the mission of The Order of the Mustard Seed. The men had not 
forgotten their covenant as teenage boys to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
world. The time had finally come for that pledge to be fulfilled. 

In 1731, Zinzendorf and Watteville were invited to the Danish court to cel-
ebrate the crowning of Christian VI as king of Denmark. The Danish royal fam-
ily was still sending Christian missionaries throughout its colonies. This was a 
time when church and state worked nicely together. The state valued the gospel 
but didn’t force it.

At the coronation, Zinzendorf met Antonius Ulrich, a former slave from the 
island of St. Thomas in the West Indies. Ulrich had become a Christian while 
on board a ship crossing the Atlantic Ocean, but he expressed great remorse that 
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his fellow slaves in St. Thomas had no way of hearing about Christ. “If only some 
missionaries would come,” Ulrich mourned. “Many an evening have I sat on the 
shore and sighed my soul toward Christian Europe; and I have a brother and 
sister in bondage who long to know the living God.”24 

Zinzendorf was shocked that the Christian plantation owners in St. Thomas 
did not openly share the gospel of salvation with their native slaves. With the 
same excitement he had when meeting the first missionary fifteen years earlier, 
Ludwig rushed back to the Moravian leadership with a renewed passion for for-
eign missionary work. 

That night, June 23, 1731, Leonard Dober lay in bed in the single men’s 
house, tossing and turning until dawn. Before him loomed the African slaves of 
the West Indies, held captive and without hope in Christ. “Here am I; send me” 
was the cry of his heart. When he told his friend, Tobias Leopold, of his desire 
to go to St. Thomas, Leopold admitted to having the same call in his spirit. To-
gether, they approached Zinzendorf and the elders of Herrnhut with their desire 
to go to the mission field.

On July 29, 1731, Ulrich arrived at Herrnhut to speak to the Brethren on the 
plight of the abused slaves of the West Indies. He longed to see them set free in 
Christ. But, Ulrich warned them, they would have to work to gain the trust of 
the island slaves.

Choosing by “the Lot”
Throughout his life, Zinzendorf strongly believed in “the lot” as God’s way of 

leading His people whenever the Scriptures did not give clear direction in a mat-
ter. The lot was an ancient way of making decisions by drawing one slip of paper 
out of a collection of them, or by casting down stones or marbles. 

Ludwig based his belief on Acts 1:24–26, when the apostles used the lot to 
choose a disciple to replace the betrayer, Judas Iscariot.

And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all 
men, show whether of these two thou hast chosen, that he may take part of 
this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he 
might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon 
Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
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Ludwig chose to use the lot because he questioned the motives of his own 
heart and the hearts of others in making spiritual decisions. For each serious de-
cision, he and the elders prayed fervently and then left it to the Lord through the 
lot. Calls to service were decided by the lot, as well as missionary destinations, 
the annual “watchwords,” and even marriages. “Once the Lot had been consulted, 
the decision was absolute and binding.”25 The Moravians would continue the lot 
until it was abolished in 1818.

This is not a practice that I would recommend for today. God answered 
Zinzendorf and the Moravian brothers in their simple faith, but Romans 8:14 
clearly tells us, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”

Today, in the body of Christ, we are guided by the eternal Word and by 
the Spirit of God, rather than by choosing pieces of paper from a wooden box. 
Even for the Moravians, what started out as a simple, honest way to hear from 
God became so legalistic that they couldn’t even marry without it. This is why 
they abolished the practice in the early 1800s. But for a time, God worked with 
Zinzendorf in this season of spiritual learning and growth.

All citizens of Herrnhut prayed earnestly over the decision to send Dober 
and Leopold to St. Thomas, where uncertainty and death could await them. The 
large Protestant churches of Europe had not attempted such a missionary task. 
Was it the Lord’s will for the small community of Herrnhut to do so?

After a year of prayer, Zinzendorf decided it was time to draw the lot. Chris-
tian Dober pulled a slip of paper from the wooden box and rejoiced as he read it 
aloud: “Let the lad go, for the Lord is with him.” But for Tobias Leopold, the lot 
was not favorable; it was not his time to go. David Nitschmann, the carpenter, 
was chosen to go with Dober instead. Leopold was given the opportunity to join 
the mission work in the West Indies just one year later.26 

The First Two Missionaries of the Modern Age
No one in Herrnhut, including Zinzendorf, had any idea how to launch a 

missionary movement! As the first missionaries to be sent out by a European 
Protestant church, Dober and Nitschmann were not even given enough money to 
travel outside of Saxony. Although Zinzendorf had the financial means to spon-
sor them, the Herrnhut community believed that the venture was to commence 
and sustain itself fully on faith. 
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At 3:00 am on August 21, 1732, Ludwig 
escorted the young men in his carriage to a 
spot just twenty miles north of Herrnhut. At 
the crossroads, the new missionaries knelt 
beside the buggy, and Zinzendorf laid hands 
on them and prayed. His only instruction was 
one of faith: “In all things and in all ways, let 
the Spirit of Christ guide you.” 

On that day, the Moravian missionary 
movement was born! These devout Moravian 
disciples had no example to follow, no society 
to financially provide for them, and no guidelines to help them steer their course; 
they simply moved by the direction of the Spirit of God. Although they would 
never know it, at that moment, the two men became the pioneers of the great 
modern missionary movement of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

A trip through Denmark proved to be the Lord’s open door for the young 
pioneers. The Danish court took up their missionary cause, and the king’s sister, 
Princess Amalie, paid their passage to the West Indies. The court’s cupbearer 
even located a ship sailing to the Americas.27 There was no doubt that God’s 
hand was upon them and their mission!

Four More Missionaries Sent
“My call from the Lord is to spread the word of the blood and the cross of 

Jesus to the world,” Zinzendorf wrote. “I am not concerned what happens to me 
as a result. This call was on my life before I knew the Moravian and Bohemian 
Brethren.” 

Within a year, four more missionaries were chosen to be sent out from 
Herrnhut. This time, Matthaus and Christian Stach, John Beck, and Fried-
rich Bohnisch were sent to minister to the Inuit natives of Greenland. They 
established a Christian village named New Herrnhut on the western shores of 
Greenland. 

It was through the Greenland missions that the Moravians discovered the 
key to bringing Christ to the lost. When missionary John Beck shared lengthy 
explanations about the existence of God and the established Christian church, 
the natives were uninterested. They already believed there was a God. However, 
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when he read the story of Christ’s suffering and sacrificial death to save them for 
all eternity, they responded, “Tell us that again; we are ready to be saved!” 

From that point, Zinzendorf counseled all of the prospective missionaries, 
saying, “Don’t be blinded by the notion that the heathen must be taught first 
to believe in God, and then, afterwards, Jesus Christ….They know already that 
there is a God. You must preach to them that God has a Son…preach of Jesus 
Christ who was crucified for their sin. You must tell them that the way to salva-
tion is belief in this Jesus, the eternal Son of God.”28 

Soon after, Zinzendorf sent missionaries to Suriname in northeastern South 
America and to Lapland (Finland). In 1733, Tobias Leopold left with fifteen mis-
sionaries to assist in the growing work in St. Thomas. The following year, two 
men were sent to the Guinea coast of Africa, and eleven more missionaries to St. 
Croix, some to replace those who had died of malaria.

The Herrnhut Christians’ dedication and willingness to sacrifice their lives 
for Christ was without equal. As soon as word that one missionary had fallen to 
disease reached Herrnhut, two more rose to take his place. Together they conse-
crated their lives under the Moravian banner: “Our Lamb has conquered; let us 
follow Him.” 

Protecting the Movement
By this time, Zinzendorf had resigned from his post at the Saxon court to 

devote his life to the ministry of the gospel. He and his family settled into their 
home in Herrnhut, which now had five hundred members. The years with Erd-
muthe had been full of spiritual blessings, but also painful family loss. Since the 
birth of their first child in 1724, Erdmuthe had given birth to five other children, 
but by 1733, three had already died of early childhood diseases. Tragically, Lud-
wig and Erdmuthe had to visit God’s Acre, the cemetery in Herrnhut, to bury 
their children far too often. During their marriage, Erdmuthe gave birth to twelve 
children, six boys and six girls, but only four of them survived to adulthood.

In addition to these family sorrows, Zinzendorf was continually the subject 
of much suspicion by those outside the Herrnhut community. Church leaders 
and European nobles alike were heatedly divided in their opinions of the unorth-
odox count. “Some regarded him as a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but others conceived a great mistrust of him…they were also afraid of his odd 
projects.”29 
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Zinzendorf was concerned, not for himself, but for the Herrnhut Brethren. 
He realized that the Lutheran church in Saxony could force the community 
of Herrnhut to leave. Taking matters into his own hands, he approached the 
church leaders. “Test my doctrine of faith; prove that my theology is sound,” he 
requested. In a surprise move, Ludwig also asked to be considered for ordination 
as a Lutheran minister. After months of interrogation and testing, Zinzendorf 
presented his final petition before the examining church board:

I was but ten years old when I began to direct my companions to Jesus 
as their Redeemer….Now I am thirty-four, and my mind has undergone 
no change. My zeal has not cooled…I love and honor the established 
church….I will continue to win souls for my precious Savior….I shall go 
to distant nations, who are ignorant of Jesus and of the redemption in 
His blood.30 

Zinzendorf successfully passed all phases of the examination and was or-
dained as a Lutheran minister in December 1735. Now he could preach in 
Lutheran churches throughout Europe and protect the Brethren at Herrnhut 
from accusations that they were “not Lutheran enough.” Unfortunately, noth-
ing Ludwig did could protect him from the false accusations of the European 
churchmen. 

Religion always wants to make people conform to a narrow sphere. Scripture 
says, “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differ-
ences of administrations, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4–5). Too often, 
the church gets the “differences” and “the same” turned around. Most leaders of 
denominations and churches want everyone around them to have the same gift 
and anointing that they do: “Speak like me; minister like me; walk like me.” But 
it is the Spirit that is to be the same; there are different gifts. 

When the head of a church demands conformity of gifting from his follow-
ers, the church will stay small because there is beauty and growth in the different 
gifts in the body of Christ under the same Lord. Christians must have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ and good sound doctrine, but their gifting can still be 
different. Sometimes, people who need the freedom to be who they are in Christ 
will leave a church or ministry because they are being constrained; an insecure 
leader will call them rebels. But they are moving in the same Spirit. The differ-
ence, as in Zinzendorf ’s life, is in their gifting and anointing. 



God’s Generals      The Missionaries

40

Exiled—No Problem!
The Christian community at Herrnhut was thriving. Dozens of missionaries 

had been sent out; more were training to go. Satan was angry! How could the enemy 
undermine the work of Herrnhut and stop this move of God? Attack its founder. 

Slanderous statements and half-truths 
about Zinzendorf began circulating through 
the courts of Europe. To make matters 
worse, the elector of Saxony, Augustus the 
Strong, had passed away. His son, August 
III, was suspicious of Ludwig and his “zeal-
ous” dedication to Christ, and listened to the 
lies of jealous court members.

On March 20, 1736, the new Saxon king 
sent forth an edict: “Count Nikolaus Ludwig 

von Zinzendorf is permanently exiled from the kingdom of Saxony, including the 
village of Herrnhut!” Ludwig, who was traveling in Holland with his family, did 
not hear the news until one month later. Fortunately, a special permit from the 
new court allowed the Moravian Brethren to remain in the community they had 
lovingly built, even though their leader had been banished. 

As always, Zinzendorf ’s response reflected his belief that God was the One 
who established the course for his life. “I could not have come to Herrnhut, ir-
respective of this, for the next ten years; for it is time to gather the pilgrim church 
and preach the Savior to the world….That place becomes our home where I can 
accomplish the most for the Savior at the time.”31 

Ludwig was determined that his exile would not stop the mission work of 
Christ. “I am destined by the Lord to proclaim the message of the death and 
blood of Jesus, not with human ingenuity, but with divine power, unmindful of 
personal consequences to myself.”32 With his exile, Zinzendorf became a mis-
sionary and a pilgrim rather than the leader of a single Christian community.

Zinzendorf needed a new headquarters, a home base, while in exile. He 
chose to purchase a deserted, run-down castle in Ronneburg, northern Germany. 
Soon, a community called Herrnhaag (“the Lord’s grove”) was established on the 
property there. The Moravians worked quickly to repair the castle and to minis-
ter to the poor peasants in the surrounding area.
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The Power of Sowing Seed
By now, Moravian missionaries had been sent throughout the West Indies 

and Suriname to minister to the natives, and to Holland to share the good news 
of the Messiah with the Jewish population. Revival was sweeping through Green-
land, with scores of Inuit attending the Moravian services.

“We will work simply and quietly,” Zinzendorf reminded his followers. 
“Even if we never see wonders with our own eyes or hear them with our ears, we 
are planting the kingdom of heaven into the nations and will look for the fruit 
which grows from it.” 

This is the best statement of a seed sower that I have ever heard from a mis-
sionary! He got it—he understood his purpose in sowing the seed. There are 
God-given stages in spreading the gospel message, and sowing the seed is the first 
stage.

The apostle Paul listed those stages clearly in 1 Corinthians 3:6: “I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” We need to realize that 
these three stages are of equal importance. The planting is the first time 
that someone hears the gospel message; the watering is when they continue 
to hear the Word over and over as the seed is hydrated for growth; and then 
the third stage is the harvest. When evangelizing, most people get discour-
aged during the times of planting and watering. They think the only exciting 
part is the harvest. But we have to remember that all three parts are equally 
important. 

For some Christians, their only job is to plant the seed—and to suffer doing 
so, without getting the opportunity to see the fruit of their labors during their 
lifetime. This was especially true of the early missionaries in many parts of the 
world. Many of those men and women lived a more sacrificial life in Christ than 
we do today, but they didn’t get to see the harvests of tens of thousands of people 
coming to Christ. Today, most ministers get to enjoy that harvest, but many have 
forgotten that scores of people went before them, watering those seeds so that 
they could enjoy the fruit of their labor. 

The message for each of us is this: Don’t be discouraged if you are a “planter” 
or a “waterer”—and don’t be arrogant if you are a “harvester.” Someone planted 
and watered before you. Perhaps it was even a Moravian missionary!



God’s Generals      The Missionaries

42

Moravians Bring Christ’s Love to South Africa
Twenty-six-year-old George Schmidt left Herrnhut for the dangerous mis-

sion field of South Africa to minister among the native Khoikhoi people. The 
Moravians were appalled by news that the Dutch East India Company perse-
cuted and often killed the South African natives, whom they disparagingly called 
Hottentots, which meant “stammerers.” Schmidt traveled alone to South Africa 
to introduce the Khoikhoi to Jesus, hoping to replace the hatred they had experi-
enced from earlier European colonists with the love of Christ. 

The Dutch government of South Africa opposed everything Schmidt did to 
spread the gospel. Eventually, he was forced him to leave the country, but not be-
fore he had spent five years teaching the natives to read and write and to worship 
the one true God. He established a Christian settlement that was later named 
Genadendal. It would be fifty years, in 1793, before the Dutch government per-
mitted other Moravian missionaries to enter South Africa. When the Moravi-
ans finally returned to Genadendal, they helped to develop the small village into 
a hardworking, prosperous community, and a Christian sanctuary for African 
slaves. 

Two hundred years later, on October 10, 1995, South African President 
Nelson Mandela visited the small village. To honor the Moravian community 
and their sacrificial work among the former black slaves, Mandela renamed 
the presidential residency in Cape Town Genadendal. The anointed Moravian 
missionary work was still blessing others from beyond the graves of those early 
Christian workers. 

“You Are Sending Young People to Their Deaths!”
In spite of the spiritual victories of the growing Moravian community, the at-

tacks against Zinzendorf ’s character never let up. “You are sending young people 
to their deaths, but you won’t go yourself!” was the newest accusation Zinzendorf 
heard. Even though the overseas Moravian work was flourishing, there were also 
tragic deaths in the tropical climates due to malaria and yellow fever; one of the 
first to die was young Tobias Leopold. 

Ludwig responded to this fresh accusation by humbly turning to the Lord 
in prayer and then through the lot. Was he to travel to the West Indies himself? 
God’s answer through the lot was, “Go to St. Thomas.” Knowing that he would 
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not be immune to quick death in the tropical climate, Zinzendorf put his Euro-
pean affairs in order. To protect his estates from the suspicious Saxon govern-
ment, Ludwig had already legally turned over all of his property to Erdmuthe. 
Now, he wrote out a detailed will concerning the rest of his personal effects and 
made arrangements to travel to the New World. 

Erdmuthe wrote to her brother of her husband’s zealous new plan. “You can 
easily imagine what a difficult test this is for someone like me to see my dear Lud-
wig begin such a long and dangerous journey. I could not bear it if I were not sure 
it was the Savior’s will and not just some venturesome act. I believe the Savior will 
bring him back to me if it is His will and He will not place more on his shoulders 
than he can bear.”33 

Missionaries in Prison
Sailing from Europe in November 1738, Ludwig stepped onto West Indies 

soil at St. Thomas on January 29, 1739, officially becoming a foreign missionary 
for Christ. 

Asking a native worker on the docks for the location of the Moravian mission-
aries, Ludwig was incensed to hear that they had spent the last three months in 
a local prison! With a smile, the slave reassured the count that the imprisonment 
of the missionaries had renewed the slaves’ interest to hear more about Jesus. “A 
great revival is beginning here!” the man insisted. 
“You should be happy the missionaries have been 
in prison, for there is a great awakening among 
the slaves as a result! The imprisonment of the 
brethren is quite a sermon to them!”34

Nevertheless, knowing that his missionar-
ies had the support of the Danish king, Lud-
wig stormed into the governor’s office. “This is 
an outrage,” he protested. “These missionaries 
have permission from the Danish authorities to 
preach to the people. How dare anyone throw them into prison?”35 The governor 
quickly released the missionaries, fearful of the ire of the European nobleman.

Over the next six months, Ludwig preached to gatherings of six to eight hun-
dred slaves from nearly fifty plantations every Saturday night, some meetings 
lasting into the following morning. The response of the natives to the gospel was 
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exhilarating. “Saint Thomas is a greater marvel than Herrnhut!” Zinzendorf 
exclaimed. 

By the time Ludwig returned to Europe, the Herrnhut and Herrnhaag mis-
sionaries had extended their global outreach, going out in small groups to Ceylon 
(Sri Lanka), Romania, Algiers (Algeria), and Constantinople (Istanbul). There 
were now seventy Moravian missionaries ministering the gospel around the 
world. 

Spangenberg and the American Missions
Three years earlier, August Gottleib Spangenberg, a brilliant scholar and 

theologian from the University of Jena, south of Saxony, had arrived in Herrn-
hut. Zinzendorf ’s message of personal faith in the lordship of Jesus Christ and 
his call to send missionaries into the world had pierced Spangenberg’s heart. At 
twenty-nine years old, he left a successful career in academia to minister with the 
Moravians for life. 

Spangenberg wanted to take the message of Christ’s salvation to North 
America. First, he traveled to London, meeting with James Oglethorpe, the gov-
ernor of Georgia, to request a land grant for the Moravians near the town of Sa-
vannah. He was awarded one hundred acres, and, in 1736, he sailed for America 
aboard the British ship Simmonds with a small group of male and female mis-
sionaries, including Anna Nitschmann, who was Bishop Nitschmann’s niece and 
a young Moravian leader.

Ludwig Zinzendorf was a pioneer in welcoming women into the ministry. 
The young women in the sisters’ house who felt called to missionary work were 
sent out as readily as the men. Eventually, Anna became a female elder in the 
Moravian community.

Zinzendorf referred to Galatians 3:28 whenever he defended his elevation 
of women into teaching positions: “With [God], none comes up short, and he 
also does not prefer one person to another. He loves with an inexpressible and 
inimitable egality.”36 He also declared, “The sisters belong to the class of those 
whom the Saviour has declared to his heavenly Father as priests just as much as 
the men: hence there is no question that the whole band, the whole company, the 
whole choir of his maidens and brides, are priestesses, and not only priestesses 
but also priestly women.”37
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Unfortunately, the mission in Georgia never had the chance to succeed. As 
soon as the Moravians arrived, they were commanded by the Georgian authori-
ties to take up arms against the Spanish soldiers who were attacking from Flori-
da. Because they were against all military action, the new settlers refused to fight 
and were expelled from the settlement. In God’s perfect timing, British evan-
gelist George Whitefield was preaching in Georgia and invited the ostracized 
Moravians to sail north with him to Pennsylvania. Whitefield owned a section of 
land northeast of Philadelphia, which he sold to the Moravian Church. Deep in 
the forests of eastern Pennsylvania, their Christian settlements would flourish! 

John Wesley and the Moravian Anointing
Another traveler aboard the Simmonds that year was a young, relatively un-

known Anglican pastor sailing to America to be a missionary to the natives—
thirty-two-year-old John Wesley. Spending months in close quarters with the 
Moravian missionaries, Wesley was deeply moved by the depth of their faith. 
He was questioning his own commitment to Christ, confessing on his return 
from America, that he lacked “the assurance” of his salvation. He lamented in his 
journal, “I who went to America to convert others was never myself converted to 
God.” Although Wesley was likely a Christian at the time, he still struggled with 
believing that he was saved.

All of that changed on Wesley’s return to London in 1738, thanks to the 
Moravian relationships he had developed. He spent that spring studying the 
Scriptures with a Moravian missionary named Peter Boehler. When Wesley 
questioned whether he still had God’s call to preach, Boehler answered, with 
wise encouragement, “Preach faith till you have it, and then, because you have it, 
you will preach faith….Do not hide in the earth the talent God has given you.”38 

On May 24, 1738, Wesley went to a Moravian meeting in Aldersgate Street, 
where James Hutton was preaching. “About a quarter before nine,” Wesley re-
corded in his diary, “while [Hutton] was describing the change which God works 
in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did 
trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and finally an assurance was given me 
that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and 
death.” Wesley continued to worship with the Moravians in Aldersgate Street. 

On New Year’s Eve, 1738, a “watch night” service was held at Aldersgate to 
welcome the Lord into the New Year. As they prayed during the early morning 
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hours, the anointing fire of the Holy Spirit fell on the assembly, which included 
the British Moravians, John and Charles Wesley, and George Whitefield. “About 
three in the morning,” Wesley recorded in his journal the next day, “as we were 
continuing instant in prayer, the power of God came mightily upon us, insomuch 
that many cried for exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon as we 
were recovered a little from that awe and amazement at the presence of His Maj-
esty, we broke out with one voice ‘We Praise Thee, O God; We Acknowledge 
Thee to Be the Lord!’” In the years following that anointed meeting, the evangelic 
preaching of John Wesley and George Whitefield exploded into the First Great 
Awakening! 

A European Count in America
Spangenberg wrote to Zinzendorf in Europe, encouraging him to sail to 

Pennsylvania at once to visit the newly opened ministry field. Ludwig organized 
a group of missionaries, including his oldest daughter, Benigna, and set sail once 
again for the New World. They arrived in New York Harbor on November 29, 
1741.

Once in the Lehigh Valley of Pennsylvania, Ludwig helped Spangenberg 
establish the Moravian towns of Bethlehem and Nazareth; the settlements 
were located just eight miles apart and worked together as one united Christian 
endeavor.

Moravian settlement in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in about 1800.
(Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.)
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Zinzendorf had no ability to handle financial matters. So it was Spangenberg 
whom God spoke to about the creation of the “Economy,” a voluntary system where 
the Christians of Bethlehem and Nazareth labored daily for the common good; a 
large portion of the community funds were used to support missionaries throughout 
North and South America. In the “Economy,” the people built their own homes, 
made their own clothing, provided for all of their own food, and sold the surplus in 
the markets of nearby towns. The community vision had one major purpose—to 
provide for missionaries to spread the gospel of Christ in the New World. 

For years, the Moravians had watched Zinzendorf unselfishly donate his 
wealth to establish Christian communities and to spread the gospel of Christ. It 
was not difficult for them to do the same. They adopted the motto “Together we 
pray, together we labor, together we suffer, together we rejoice.” 

After preaching the gospel in 
Pennsylvania for two years, a rejoic-
ing Zinzendorf returned to Europe, 
leaving the Pennsylvania settlements 
in the capable hands of Spangen-
berg, David Nitschmann, and Anna 
Nitschmann. Under Spangenberg’s 
organizational genius as the head of 
the American Moravian Church, the 
new settlements flourished. 

“It is nothing,” Spangenberg remarked, “but love to the Lamb and to His 
church.” Everything they did, every task they undertook, every soul that was 
saved, was all for the Master’s sake. Soon, they had missionary stations in Mary-
land, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and New York. Spangenberg divided his time 
between America and Europe for the next twenty years.

The Great Foolishness
After two years of successful missionary work in Pennsylvania, Zinzendorf 

entered a bizarre season of testing. It came to be called “the sifting time,” named 
after Jesus’ conversation with Peter in Luke 22:31–32: “And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren.” I prefer to call it “the time of great foolishness.”
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watched Zinzendorf unselfishly 
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I realize that there are times when even anointed men of God are sifted as Pe-
ter was, led astray, misdirected. For nearly two decades, Zinzendorf ’s leadership 
had brought words of truth and guidance to the Moravian Brethren, but now his 
teaching took a fanatical turn. Ludwig began to obsess about the need to come to 
Jesus as a little child in order to be pleasing to Christ. He based his teachings on 
Matthew 18:2–4: 

And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 
and said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.

Every Christian needs to take warning here: Any biblical truth taken to an ex-
treme becomes an error. It is important to come to Christ with the faith of a child, 
but Zinzendorf took the concept too far.

With rousing messages, he encouraged the Herrnhaag Brethren to embrace 
childlike behavior in their relationship with Christ; before long, the teachings 
disintegrated into childish nonsense. Ludwig created a new society and called it 
“The Order of the Little Fools”; he sponsored childish outdoor games and festivi-
ties, turning Herrnhaag from a hardworking, economic society into a frivolous 
one. To make up for the loss in income, Zinzendorf used his own resources to 
provide for the settlers’ personal needs.

Becoming ridiculous, Ludwig referred to the Lamb of God as “our little Lam-
by” and began to address the Holy Spirit as “our Mother,” erroneously claiming 
that since the Spirit of God acted as the Comforter, He held the same position as 
the mother of the home. Zinzendorf made his only son, Christian Renatus, who 
was only in his late teens, one of the Herrnhaag leaders.

Both Christian David, from Herrnhut, and Spangenberg, from Pennsylva-
nia, wrote letters warning Ludwig that he had moved dangerously beyond the 
biblical intent of childlike faith, but he would not listen.

Repentance and Forgiveness
The strange fanaticism continued for nearly four years and thoroughly infect-

ed Herrnhaag with unbalanced teachings. In response to the foolishness, John 
and Charles Wesley and George Whitefield broke fellowship with the Moravian 
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Brethren and condemned Zinzendorf ’s folly. 
Both Wesley and Whitefield criticized the 
Moravian Church in future years.

Finally, Carl von Peistel, a nobleman and 
new settler at Herrnhut, traveled to Herrn-
haag and convinced Zinzendorf of the her-
esy in his teachings. In humility, Zinzendorf 
came before the Lord and repented for allow-
ing the issues to get so out of hand. He stood 
before the settlers at Herrnhaag and admit-
ted, “Ah! My beloved Brethren, I am guilty! I 
am the cause of all these troubles!” The Moravian communities, including Her-
rnhaag, that had supported the fanatical teachings, repented. (The settlers at 
Herrnhut had remained separated from the Sifting Time.)39 

Unfortunately for Herrnhaag, the repentance came too late. Count Gustav 
Casimir, the owner of the estates surrounding their community, demanded that 
the settlers renounce all ties to Zinzendorf and the Moravian Church or leave his 
properties within three years. Refusing to break ties with their leader or with the 
Brethren, within one year, the six hundred Herrnhaag members had scattered to 
Moravian communities in Europe, America, and other parts of the world. 

The situation with Zinzendorf and the “Order of the Little Fools” should not 
be taken lightly; even godly men can fall into heresy, especially if they do not stay 
within the balanced message of God’s Word or accept the warning counsel of fel-
low brothers in Christ. Just as he had done in the case of the disciple Peter men-
tioned in Luke 22, Satan had won a grievous battle against Zinzendorf ’s Chris-
tian testimony. But the enemy would not win the war! “I will build my church,” 
Jesus promised, “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

The Exile Is Over!
Following Zinzendorf ’s repentance came a time of blessing. Revival was 

flowing in Greenland, with more than two hundred natives meeting for weekly 
services. Nazareth and Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, were flourishing; the Economy 
had founded thirty-two new businesses, and their missionary support spread 
throughout the Americas. 

In humility, Zinzendorf came 
before the Lord and repented 
for allowing the issues to get so 

out of hand. He stood before 
the settlers at Herrnhaag and 

admitted, “Ah! My beloved 
Brethren, I am guilty! I am the 

cause of all these troubles!”
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Ludwig officiated at the wedding of his daughter Benigna and John von Wat-
teville, the adopted son of his dear childhood friend Friedrich. As a wedding pres-
ent, Ludwig purchased his grandmother’s Gross Hennersdorf estate for them.

The greatest blessing of all came when King Augustus II of Saxony visited 
Herrnhut for himself and experienced the fervent Christian spirit that governed 
the Moravian community. Shortly after the visit, he sent a letter to Ludwig re-
scinding his exile and, on October 11, 1747, after ten years of separation, the 
Zinzendorfs joyously returned to Herrnhut! 

The Death of His Only Son
Zinzendorf continued to travel throughout Europe preaching the gospel and 

encouraging the Christian communities that had been built on the Herrnhut 
model. There were already twenty communities in Saxony and the nearby states 
of Prussia and Silesia. Erdmuthe stayed at home in Herrnhut, ministering to the 
Moravian community there and handling the work at their headquarters. 

Ludwig’s companion during his travels was their only surviving son, Chris-
tian Renatus, who was now in his early twenties and on fire for the Lord. To Lud-
wig, Christian was not only the heir to his titles, but he was also the heir to his 
leadership in the Moravian Church and missionary settlements. After repenting 
of any wrongdoing at Herrnhaag during the “Sifting Time,” Christian Renatus 
had rededicated his life to following the Savior and His Word. 

In 1749, Ludwig and Christian settled in the Chelsea section of London to 
set up a Moravian headquarters. Occasionally, Erdmuthe traveled from Berth-
elsdorf to spend a few months with them before returning to Saxony where their 
three married daughters lived. 

In early 1752, while living in London, Christian Renatus began to experience 
fevers and harsh coughing spells. Within a few months, he was diagnosed with 
tuberculosis. Ludwig and Erdmuthe were heartbroken. In their spirited son, they 
had seen the hopes and dreams of their future. Neither of his parents was with 
him when Christian Renatus died in his apartment on May 28, 1752, at the age 
of twenty-four. Ludwig wept bitter tears at the loss of his precious son and heir. 
As he read Christian’s journal of his increasing desire to serve the Lord, Ludwig 
grieved for the ministry they might have had together. 
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Erdmuthe’s grief at the loss of her only son was inconsolable. She had set out 
for London to be with him and was traveling through Holland when she received 
word that he had succumbed to tuberculosis. Referring to him through her tears 
as her “precious Christelein,” she spoke frequently of joining him in heaven and 
began to retire from all her ministry work. She had lost her focus in life. Two 
years later, Ludwig left the London headquarters permanently and rejoined Erd-
muthe in Berthelsdorf.

Missionary Victories Continue
The years following Christian Renatus’ death were filled with news of mis-

sionary victories. By 1753, in St. Thomas, four thousand people were attending 
the weekly meetings, and more than one thousand had been baptized into the 
body of Christ. Missionary settlements on St. Croix and St. John were growing 
rapidly as well. Plantation owners from the island of Jamaica sent a request for 
Moravian missionaries to settle there to lead the slaves to Christ. The Moravians 
had also expanded into Tranquebar, India; the Danish Nicobar Islands; and Ti-
bet. There were now more than two hundred Moravian missionaries worldwide. 

That same year, Lord Granville, an English aristocrat, sold 100,000 acres 
of his land in North Carolina to the American Moravian Church. Zinzendorf 
named the area Wachovia after his grandfather’s original estate in Austria. A 
dozen male and female missionaries sailed to North Carolina and built a new 
Christian community modeled after Herrnhut, naming it Salem. Today, the 
state of North Carolina, particularly around the city of Winston-Salem, has a 
larger number of Moravian congregations than any other region in the United 
States. 

“God’s Princess Among Us”
Zinzendorf had spent so many of his personal resources on missionary out-

reach that, despite the prospering mission settlements, his wealth was nearly de-
pleted, and several Moravian communities were in serious debt. In answer to 
prayer, the Lord sent a godly Christian brother with the gift of administration 
to handle the finances of the Moravian Church. Johann Friedrich Köber, a gifted 
lawyer and accountant, set up an ecumenical council and a system to repay all the 
debt. Zinzendorf was relieved that the matters were no longer his or his wife’s 
responsibility.



God’s Generals      The Missionaries

52

Oftentimes, ministers with the anointing to lead or preach are not good at 
handling large amounts of money. Over the years, some have gotten into major 
financial trouble. The best plan is to allow God to call someone into the ministry 
who is both financially astute and spiritually alive, one who can manage all mon-
etary aspects of the ministry. Although it was a bit late to restore Zinzendorf ’s 
personal wealth, the Moravian Church finally had financial peace and stability 
due to Johann Köber’s leadership. 

At Zinzendorf ’s home in Herrnhut, Erdmuthe became increasingly listless, 
although the doctors could not find the exact cause. After a few months confined 
to her bed, on June 18, 1756, Countess von Zinzendorf passed away quietly in her 
sleep. Ludwig entered a time of both mourning and regret for the many years that 
he had left his wife alone while ministering throughout Europe and the Americas 

during their thirty-four-year marriage. “I 
can say in all my life I have never endured 
such anguish,” Zinzendorf confessed after 
her death. 

Erdmuthe had been a faithful wife, a 
joyful mother to the people of Herrnhut, 
and a vital economist in handling their 
family fortunes. At her funeral, Ludwig 
said, “The Lord, through His great pow-
er, accomplished many glorious deeds 
through her. She gave wise advice and 
had deep insights into Scripture. She was 
God’s princess among us.”40 He had the 
last four words—“God’s princess among 
us”—engraved into Erdmuthe’s headstone. 

The Final Years: A Hymn to God
After a year of seclusion, in which Zinzendorf wrote hymns to bring him-

self comfort, the Herrnhut elders suggested that he marry again. Ludwig agreed, 
and, on June 27, 1757, the fifty-six-year-old count and the forty-two-year-old for-
mer missionary Anna Nitschmann were married by Bishop Leonard Dober. For 
decades, Ludwig and Anna had worked diligently for the cause of Christ, but he 
was nobility, and she was a commoner. Even in the last years of his life, the count 
made personal decisions that rocked the noble world! 

Count Zinzendorf ’s second wife,  
Anna Nitschmann.

(Used by permission / Moravian Church Archives) 
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The Zinzendorfs traveled throughout Germany 
and Holland while Ludwig preached on his vision of 
missionary expansion. “A missionary seeks nothing 
else, day and night, but that the heathens find joy in 
their Savior and that the Savior might find joy in the 
heathens.” 

One year later, in 1758, the couple returned to 
Herrnhut ready to settle down and pastor the com-
munity that they loved. It was time to leave all the 
traveling and missionary work in the very capable 
hands of the younger Moravian Brethren. 

Entering the Presence of the Lord
In the spring of 1760, everything changed. For some months, Anna had been 

feeling ill; in April, she was diagnosed with cancer and soon after became bed-
ridden. Ludwig continued to preach to the Herrnhut Brethren and to spend the 
evenings at his wife’s bedside. He worked on the Losung for the following year, 
which included the final Scripture for December 31, 1761: “We have blessed you 
out of the house of the Lord” (Psalm 118:26). It would prove to be prophetic.

The first Sunday in May, during the morning worship service, Ludwig expe-
rienced pressure in his chest followed by chest pains and difficulty breathing. It 
was most likely a heart attack. Four days later, getting weaker, he lay in bed with 
a fever and a harsh cough. His dear friend, Bishop David Nitschmann, was at his 
bedside, along with Ludwig’s three daughters, Benigna, Marie Agnes, and Eliza-
beth. With grateful tears, the count turned to David and asked, “Did you sup-
pose, in the beginning, that the Savior would do as much as we now see amongst 
the various Moravian settlements, amongst the children of God of other denomi-
nations, and amongst the heathen? I only entreated Him for a few first fruits of 
the latter, but there are now thousands of them.” 

“I cannot say,” he continued, “how much I love you all. Who would have 
believed that the prayer of Christ, ‘That they may be one,’ could have been so 
strikingly fulfilled among us?”41

That night, with his family still at his bedside, Zinzendorf whispered hoarse-
ly to his son-in-law John, “Now, my dear friend, I am going to the Savior. I am 

“A missionary seeks 
nothing else, day and 

night, but that the 
heathens find joy in 

their Savior and that 
the Savior might find 
joy in the heathens.” 
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ready. I bow to His will. He is satisfied with me. If He does not want me here 
anymore, I am ready to go to Him. There is nothing to hinder me now.”42

John reached for Ludwig’s hand and prayed, “Lord, now let your servant de-
part in peace. The Lord bless thee and keep thee; the Lord make His face to shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up His countenance upon 
thee and give thee peace.” 

Just moments later, on the evening of Friday, May 9, 1760, Count Nikolaus 
Ludwig von Zinzendorf rested his head back on his pillow and quietly entered 
into the joy of his Lord. When John walked into Anna’s bedroom with the sad 
tidings, she responded with a quiet smile, saying, “I have the happiest prospect of 
you all. I will be going to him soon.” 

For several days, Zinzendorf lay in state in the Berthelsdorf mansion; on 
May 15, the day of the funeral, peasants from the neighboring towns and dig-
nitaries from the nearby cities walked through to see the beloved father of Her-
rnhut one last time. Zinzendorf was buried in God’s Acre, beside Erdmuthe and 
eight of his twelve children. 

“With tears we sow this seed in the earth,” Bishop David prayed at the 
gravesite, “but He, in His own good time, will bring it to life and will gather in 
His harvest with thanks and praise! Let all who wish for this say, Amen!” And 
four thousand voices present that day echoed “Amen.”43

One week later, on May 22, 1760, Anna Nitschmann Zinzendorf passed 
away and was buried in God’s Acre as well. 

The Moravian Covenant for Christian Living
The Moravian Church was forever grateful to the Lord for sending Zinzen-

dorf to help restore the Unitas Fratum. Once his leadership was gone, the elders 
prayed and then called August Spangenberg home from Pennsylvania to become 
the official leader of the European Moravian Church. In 1777, he wrote the Idea 
Fidei Fratrum, which became the declaration of the Christian Faith of the United 
Brethren. Spangenberg served the Moravian Church until his death at Berthels-
dorf on September 18, 1792, at the age of eighty-eight. He was buried near his 
friend Zinzendorf in God’s Acre.

The “Brotherly Union and Compact,” which was signed by the Christians of 
Herrnhut and Berthelsdorf in May 1727, has been revised many times over the 
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years; today, it is known as The Moravian Covenant for Christian Living.44 The 
motto of the Moravian Church is: “In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; 
in all things, love.”

The Holy Spirit Lives in Herrnhut Today
Today, the small town of Herrnhut, Germany, population just under five 

thousand citizens, is still the international headquarters of the Moravian 
Church. For twenty-eight years, from 1961 to 1989, Herrnhut was located on 
the East German side of the Berlin Wall. Even though practicing Christianity 
openly was illegal during the communist repression, a group of Moravian Chris-
tians were baptized in the Holy Spirit and founded a charismatic prayer group 
that worshiped the Lord by meeting in homes from 1979 to 1999. In 1999, they 
established a Spirit-filled ministry called Christliches Zentrum Herrnhut, and 
they meet in a vibrant church building called Jesus-Haus. 

Their vision today is much like Zinzendorf ’s nearly three hundred years ago. 
Here are some of their stated beliefs:

We believe that the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ is the 
Church’s most precious treasure. We want to live and preach it. 

We treasure the Holy Spirit and His gifts. We love God’s word; it teach-
es us what to do in every situation of our lives.45 

We want to serve the body of Christ, love our neighbours, and spread the 
Gospel throughout the world.46 

We identify with churches in the charismatic movement and operate in 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, healing, prophecy, and praying in tongues.47 

In addition to worshiping at Jesus-Haus in Herrnhut, visitors can see the 
Berthelsdorf church where God’s power fell on the Moravian people in 1727. 
God’s Acre and Count Zinzendorf ’s grave are still undisturbed in the village. 
The Zinzendorf ’s manor house is currently being restored to its eighteenth- 
century beauty and is open for guests.

The Missionary Spirit Lives On
The Moravian missionary spirit continues. By the time of Ludwig’s death, the 

Moravians had sent out 226 missionaries and baptized more than 3,000 converts 
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around the world. From 1732 to 1782, 
they officially recorded the baptisms of 
more than 11,000 people. On the Carib-
bean island of Antigua alone, from 1769 
to 1792, the number of converts grew 
from 14 to 7,400! 

For fifty years, the Moravians spread 
the gospel of Christ throughout the West 
Indies without help from any other de-
nomination. They established missions 
in St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. Johns, Ja-

maica, Antigua, Barbados, and St. Kitts. They had baptized 13,000 new Chris-
tians before missionaries from any other church arrived on the islands.48

Near the end of the eighteenth century, just as the earliest missionary so-
ciety of Protestant Europe was sending out its first missionary, William Carey, 
the Moravians had one thousand missionaries already serving Christ worldwide. 
By the end of the nineteenth century, more than twenty-two hundred Moravian 
missionaries were on the mission field. Today, the Moravians still send mission-
aries to countries where the need is the greatest, such as Burundi, Belize, Cuba, 
Kenya, Peru, Uganda, and Haiti.49 

“Zinzendorf was the instrument in the hand of God,” wrote August Span-
genberg years earlier, “for planting the church of the Brethren in almost every 
quarter of the globe. He was a man of lively disposition, quick perception, pen-
etrating judgment, extraordinary zeal, and incomparable genius.”50 

God’s Message to His People
Simply put, Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf was a man before his 

time. He was the first to challenge the Protestant church with the mission to go 
into all the world to reach the unsaved for Christ. He supported first century 
“Christian community” and the leadership of women in the church. He welcomed 
the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit in his personal life and in corporate 
worship through robust prayer and the recognition of gifts in individual lives. He 
lived a holy and consecrated life, submitted to the Savior in every part of his life, 
and encouraged the Moravians to do the same. Together, they went to the mis-
sion field, exuberantly sowing seed that would return a great harvest. 

For fifty years, the Moravians 
spread the gospel of Christ 
throughout the West Indies 
without help from any other 

denomination.…They had 
baptized 13,000 new Christians 

before missionaries from any other 
church arrived on the islands.
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As a child, Zinzendorf was like the young rich ruler in the gospel of Mark 
who asked Jesus, “What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17). 
But instead of turning away in sorrow at Christ’s answer to sell all that he owned, 
Ludwig faithfully laid down all his riches to follow his precious Lord and King. 
The last line on his headstone speaks of his crowning achievement: “He was des-
tined to bring forth fruit, fruit that should remain.”

Upon learning of Zinzendorf ’s death, Spangenberg wrote, “He was the great 
treasure of our time, a lovely diamond in the ring on the hand of our Lord, a 
servant of the Lord without an equal, a pillar in the house of the Lord, God’s 
message to His people.”51 

|

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  
 (1 Corinthians 3:6)

Will you go with God’s message? 

Will you plant or water the seed of God’s Word to the lost, even if you are not 
the one who will see the harvest?


