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D E D I C A T I O N

To the saints in pastorates I held in  
Dundee, Hawick, and Bradford,

whose pictures still hang on the walls of my memory.



“History is the essence of innumerable biographies.”

—Thomas Carlyle
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P R E FA C E

The Fascination of  

Biographical Study

One of the most popular and practical, instructive and 
inspiring, methods of presenting Bible truth is to look at a char-
acter and study all that is recorded of him. It is likewise one 
of the easiest forms of Bible meditation. Thomas Carlyle, in 
Essays, reminds us, “There is properly no history, only biogra-
phy,” and “Biography is the only true history: history is the garb 
of biography.”

A German proverb has it, “He that would rightly under-
stand a man must read his whole story.” Samuel Johnson goes 
further and says, “Nobody can write the life of a man, but those 
who have eat and drunk and lived in social intercourse with 
him.” Although such intimate association with Bible characters 
is impossible, seeing as they died centuries ago, yet we can read 
their whole story and live with them as they come before us in 
Holy Writ, until we come to know them very well. If “a well-
written life is almost as rare as a well-spent one,”1 then we are 

1. Thomas Carlyle.
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fortunate in having many well-written lives in the imperishable 
record of Scripture.

Some Bible characters, like Enoch, are given a few verses; 
others, like Ananias, are confined within the limits of a chap-
ter; others, like Adam, stretch over the whole Bible. There are 
characters, like Luke, who are hidden under their own work; 
while a figure like Paul asserts himself on our notice in history 
and biography. There are those, like Absalom, who warn us by 
their vices; but others, such as David, who inspire us by their 
virtues. All kinds of characters engage our attention in God’s 
picture gallery—heroes, like Samson; villains, such as Joab; and 
failures, such as Judas. The most outstanding character in the 
Bible, apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, is Moses, who had a 
personal conversation with Jesus in the days of His flesh.

With the aid of a Bible concordance to gather together 
all the references to a given person, we discover, as Augustine 
stated it, that “the sacred record, like a faithful mirror, has no 
flattery in its portraits.” How encouraging this is! Here are men 
and women of like passions as ourselves, and they appeal to the 
imagination of the average person today because of a similar-
ity of experience. Like these ancient characters, we triumph 
by faith, as some of them did; or we fail through disobedience 
and unbelief, as others did. Thus, while all biography is fruit-
ful, Scripture biography is singularly so. The lives of men and 
women of old may be a continual inspiration or warning to us 
in these modern times. Allowing for differences of time and 
place, their temptations and potentials are ours. Their God is 
our God. But we have a spiritual armory and resources of which 
they knew little, and thus their defeats should not be ours.

Biography also enables a preacher to deal with doctri-
nal themes in an interesting way. For instance, dwelling upon 
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Joseph’s life, one can emphasize the overruling providence of 
God. If the study is David, then he can be used as a living object 
lesson of divine forgiveness of sin. 

The popular former professor of homiletics at Princeton 
Seminary Dr. Andrew Waterson Blackwood tells in his most 
valuable treatise Preaching from the Bible of an incident in a 
church he knew of where the pastor had died, and the members 
came together to pray for a younger man to take the place of 
the aged leader. During the vacancy, a visiting preacher spoke 
about Apollos, the eloquent preacher in the early church; and a 
layman was so impressed with the sermon that he had it printed 
for free distribution. This led the church to pray for a minister 
who would preach after the pattern of the one presented. Soon 
a young preacher was found who answered to the main points of 
that sermon on Apollos:

• He is eloquent but accurate.

• He is cultured but ardent.

• He is dogmatic but docile.

• He is evangelistic but educational.

If a character is studied for his outstanding feature as a 
type, Stephen could be profitably used. He was the church’s first 
martyr, and as martyr means “witness,” the material could be 
gathered around these points:

• The witness of his life (See Acts 6:3, 5.) 

• The witness of his labors (See Acts 6:8.) 

• The witness of his lips (See Acts 6:10; 7:2–53.) 

• The witness of his looks (See Acts 6:15; 7:55.) 

• The witness of his love (See Acts 7:60.)
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Biographies, not only of Bible saints, but of saints—and 
sinners—all down the ages, are often surpassingly instructive. 
Facts relating to an individual life can often be more readily 
stated than those of general history. Early preachers made much 
use of biographical illustration in their sermons. In the bibliog-
raphy of my own volume All the Men of the Bible, students will 
find a list of authors who have given us some very profitable help 
along the line of biographical preaching.2

The following characters, dealt with somewhat fully, were 
among several biographical sermons and lectures I gave years 
ago while in the regular ministry. It is to be hoped they will 
serve as guides to those who have a desire to pursue such a 
method of approach. 

In warning the church at Corinth not to court disaster 
through murmuring against God’s providence, Paul wrote 
about the twenty-three thousand Israelites who were destroyed 
because of their fornication, saying, “These things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come” (1 Corinthians 10:11). We 
can apply this statement to the biographies of both Bible and 
church warriors, and say that they were written for our admo-
nition. Emulating their faithfulness, we must, by God’s grace, 
avoid their failures. 

In “A Psalm of Life,” Longfellow advises that the

Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime, 

2. Further illustrations of this appealing form of presenting Bible truth can be 
found in other works of mine, namely All the Women of the Bible, All the Kings and 
Queens of the Bible, All the Apostles of the Bible, and All the Children of the Bible.
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And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Bible Biographies

What a marvelous portrait gallery God has given us in the 
holy Word He inspired! The strength and the fascination of 
such a gallery “lies not in the number but in the variety of its 
representations, and its highest artistic claim must ever be, 
that on the canvas of human life it has succeeded in delineating 
the manifold wisdom of God.”3 No national gallery, however 
famous, is comparable to God’s ancient gallery, with its true 
portraits of the renowned and the renegade, the conspicuous 
and the common alike, for all mankind to study. Here we see 
people who differ in character: some are grave, others gay; some 
are magnificent, others mean; some are worthy, others wicked. 
The stories of all should be meditated upon, for in them we can 
find our own history, in fact and in parable.

Young couples who delight in each other’s company and 
are anticipating marriage should read the love stories of Ruth, 
Rachel, and Rebekah.

3. George Matheson, The Representative Men of the Bible.
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All who face severe reverses or bankruptcy should read Job, 
who lost all, and learn from him the blessing of adversity. “The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord” (Job 1:21).

Girls who have a desire to dedicate their precious lives to the 
Lord will find much to stimulate them in stories of the captive 
maid, the rise of Esther from obscurity to fame, Lydia, and so 
forth.

Boys haughty and indifferent, demanding independence 
and freedom from home ties, can learn an illuminating lesson 
from the Prodigal Son, who paid dearly for his decision to live 
as he pleased.

The affluent, who have plenty of this world’s goods, can find 
warning beacon lights in the histories of the rich farmer, the 
rich young ruler, and the rich man in hell.

The poor and straitened in circumstances will find a com-
panion in Lazarus, who, although he lived on crumbs, went to 
paradise. Consolation will also be theirs as they think of Jesus, 
who had nowhere to lay His head.

Here are ten portraits from the divine gallery to look at 
from every angle in order to discover wherein we resemble them.
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C H A P T E R  O N E

Enoch: The Companion of God  

Who Never Died

Enoch has one of the shortest yet sweetest biographies in 
the Bible. There are only two men in heaven who never died—
Enoch and Elijah. George Matheson speaks of him as Enoch 
the Immortal. Reading Genesis 5 is like taking a walk in a cem-
etery and reading the names inscribed on the tombstones. But 
this graveyard-like narrative has this peculiarity: The facts of 
each person are related in the same way. “So-and-so lived so 
long before so-and-so was born, who lived so long afterward and 
then died.” But when we come to Enoch, the somber monotony 
is broken, for while his record begins the usual way, there is no 
account of his death, simply because he did not go in the way of 
all flesh. One day he was missed and could not be found. God 
took His walking companion home to be with Himself forever, 
thereby robbing the undertaker of a mournful task.
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His History

Because of the uniqueness of Enoch’s life, books, articles, 
and sermons about him abound. The Bible condenses all it 
has to say about him in eleven verses, or some 150 words (see 
Genesis 5:18–24; Hebrews 11:5; Jude 14–15), yet here I am 
writing almost ten times that amount about him in the cradle 
of the human race. As we bring together the scanty material we 
have, the following facts are evident.

First, the name he bore proves that his father, Jared, was 
rightly guided in his selection of a name, for Enoch means 
“teacher, disciplined, dedicated”—a name fittingly correspond-
ing to his life and witness. Enoch’s character reveals that he was 
a dedicated man whose life was disciplined and whose habits 
were regulated by the guiding hand of God. His unbroken 
walk with God made him the effective prophetic teacher Jude 
declared he was.

Second, Enoch was born and lived in a time of social and 
communal moral declension, proving that God never leaves 
Himself without a witness, even in the darkest days of national 
history. Perhaps somewhere in the world today, a child destined 
to accomplish great and mighty things for God has been born. 
In these modern times of ever-increasing degeneracy and apos-
tasy, may God raise up many Enochs to declare, as the patriarch 
did, divine wrath and judgment upon sinners if they fail to turn 
from their sin. 

Enoch’s father’s name, Jared, means “descending,” a word 
associated with Jordan’s springs, implying “rapid descender.” 
Thus, his name was descriptive of the times, which were charac-
terized by the gradual spiritual deterioration of the human race, 
culminating in the tragic flood. In such a putrid age, Enoch was 
an arrestive force, for in the midst of increasing corruption and 
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violence, he functioned as the salt of the earth and was doubt-
less hated because he despised the paint and varnish used to 
cover up the sin of his age.

Third, Enoch’s record is the shortest in the narrative, as was 
his life; whereas his son, Methuselah, lived the longest—604 
years longer than his godly, illustrious father. Enoch lived 365 
years—a year for every day of our normal year. The only thing 
his son was renowned for was his old age. He lived to be 969 
years old—hence the proverbial saying “as old as Methuselah.” 
These two characters together teach us that one’s life is not to 
be judged by its length but by its quality. Often, the shortest 
life is the most fruitful and influential. Jesus was only thirty-
three years old when He died. The question is, Is our life telling 
for God upon the world around? Because “we live in deeds, not 
years; in thoughts, not breaths,”4 how important it is to live at 
the utmost for the Highest?

He liveth long who liveth well;
All else is being flung away; 
He liveth longest who can tell 
Of true things truly done each day.5

Fourth, another startling innovation, Enoch did not die as 
did the others who are mentioned in this birth-and-death chap-
ter, with its solemn monotony of a graveyard. When we reach 
Enoch, there is a startling and blessed break, described for us in 
a threefold way: “He was not; for God took him” (Genesis 5:24). 
The first phrase suggests how the world regarded Enoch’s myste-
rious disappearance, while the second reveals the divine account 
of his removal from his home circle. Because Enoch belonged to 

4. Philip James Bailey, “We Live in Deeds, Not Years.”
5. Horatius Bonar, “He Liveth Long Who Liveth Well,” 1861.
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God, God had every right to take him to be with Himself. (See 
John 17:24.)

“Enoch…was not found” (Hebrews 11:5). Do not these words 
conjure up a massive search for a man of such godly character? 
If no one saw him vanish, family and friends missed him and 
sought for him without avail. “He passed away, and, lo, he was not: 
yea, I sought him, but he could not be found” (Psalm 37:36). Saints 
like Enoch are always missed. Are we living so that when we 
have died, we, too, shall be missed? Robert Murray McCheyne’s 
motto was, “Live so as to be missed when dead.” The alarm of 
the sudden removal of Enoch can illustrate the consternation 
over the removal of believers at the return of Christ in the air.

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; 
and was not found, because God had translated him” (Hebrews 
11:5). This further account of Enoch’s mysterious disappearance 
suggests precious truths. First of all, the word “translate” here 
means to remove from one place or position to another. Paul 
uses the term in Galatians 1:6 to indicate the sudden change in 
the religious attitude of the Galatians: “I marvel that ye are so 
soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel.” When Enoch was translated, he found himself 
immediately transferred from earth to heaven. In his miracu-
lous and supernatural ascension, he was removed from the posi-
tion of an earth dweller to that of a companion with God in His 
high and holy temple.

Perhaps this is what might have happened if Adam had not 
sinned and his descendants had remained sinless—perhaps 
they would have been suddenly translated from an earthly exis-
tence to a heavenly one at God’s command. As we shall later see, 
Elijah shared the unique experience of Enoch of going directly 
to heaven in his body. If Christ should return today, countless 
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thousands of regenerated men and women would likewise go to 
heaven without dying.

Oh, joy! oh, delight! should we go without dying.6

The purpose or result of Enoch’s translation was that he 
should not see or undergo death before the judgment of the 
flood. As such, he was a type of the true church translated before 
the great tribulation overtakes a godless, guilty world. For some 
three hundred years, he had habitually walked with God; there-
fore, heaven was in his heart, and his body had no need to rest 
in foreign soil before its resurrection. Because Jesus was perfect 
in creation, in character, and in probation, He could have gone 
straight to heaven from the Mount of Transfiguration. But, for 
the joy of having myriads of redeemed hearts sharing His glory, 
He turned from the mount and endured the cross. 

One devotional writer has suggested that, as very close 
friends, God and Enoch were in the habit of walking together 
each day, and that one day, God said, “Enoch, you have walked a 
long way with Me today; why not come home with Me?” Thus, 
God took him to His abode, thereby extending an earthly walk 
into eternal companionship.

The historian tells us that “before his translation,” Enoch 
had the indisputable testimony “that he pleased God” (Hebrews 
11:5). Walking with Him and getting to know His will, Enoch’s 
delight was to do God’s will. Oh, that it might be said of each of 
us, “He pleased God”! Are we well-pleasing to Him? “Without 
faith it is impossible to please him” (Hebrews 11:6). Faith was 
exhibited by Enoch in his walking with God and in his pas-
sion to please Him. Faith alone can create such a close, personal 
relationship as that which existed between God and Enoch. The 
phrase “had this testimony” (Hebrews 11:5) preserves the force 

6. H. L. Turner, “Christ Returneth,” 1878.
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of the perfect tense “he hath had witness borne to him” (rv); and 
such a testimony still stands on record. At the heart of Christ’s 
gospel is His declaration, “Whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die” (John 11:26).

His Character

From the passages associated with the career of Enoch, we 
can glean one or two lessons regarding the divine ideal for our 
witness here on earth. First of all, it is interesting to observe how 
and when Enoch was called to work and walk with God. We 
have no way of knowing whether Enoch was a man of faith before 
the birth of Methuselah, which took place when Enoch was 
sixty-five years of age. What is clearly evident is that his walk-
ing with God commenced after the birth of his son. Before the 
child was born, he may have believed and worshipped God, as 
Abel had; but after Methuselah’s birth, something happened in 
Enoch’s heart, and a closer walk that continued for three centu-
ries commenced. From that time on, he and God became agreed 
companions as never before. “Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed?” (Amos 3:3).

The inference, then, is that the coming of this child into his 
life and home marked a spiritual crisis, and it awakened Enoch 
to a sense of his responsibility to Him who had given him a son. 
Often, spiritual experiences are associated with various circum-
stances. With Enoch, it was the birth of a child. With Isaiah, it 
was the death of a king. “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw 
also the Lord” (Isaiah 6:1). Both the cradle and the grave have 
been used of God to draw those standing around them nearer to 
Himself. Crises have resulted in many conversions.
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Twice over we are told that Enoch “walked with God” 
(Genesis 5:24) or “lived close to God” (moffatt). The verb used 
for “walked” means “to go on habitually.” Do you not covet such 
a short and signal biography? There was nothing intermittent 
about this marvelous friendship between the Creator and one of 
His creatures. There was no break in this remarkable compan-
ionship. Enoch lived a life of continual—full and unbroken—
communion with his heavenly Companion. The lost privilege 
and forfeited position of Eden were regained and held by Enoch, 
who did not have Adam’s perfect environment. In spite of the 
increasing godlessness of the time in which he lived, this friend of 
God did not yield to the seductive inducements of his age.

At the end of each day’s walk, Enoch found his difficulties 
surmounted, conquests gained, and new songs of triumph to sing. 
Although compassed about with iniquitous contemporaries, this 
companion of God went on from strength to strength. His char-
acter was deepened, and his pure soul mounted to experiences 
still higher and broader and more satisfying and spiritual. There 
was, of course, a goal to crown the exercise of walking with God 
for three centuries. At the close of his earthly walk, the Celestial 
City was reached, and Enoch entered the perfect life his heavenly 
Companion of the road had treasured up for him.

That memorable walk, then, was gloriously maintained in 
spite of a corrupt and degenerate civilization. What was pos-
sible for this seventh man from Adam in the dawn of human 
history may be deemed impossible in the cesspool of iniquity 
surrounding us today. Yet we have provisions to draw upon that 
Enoch did not have. We live on this side of the cross and in the 
dispensation of the Holy Spirit, making vast resources available 
to us to become more than conquerors over the world, the flesh, 
and the devil.
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Enoch’s walk with God was maintained in spite of family ties 
and home cares. Such responsibilities should not interfere with 
our walk with God. Our home life can be peaceful and fragrant 
only as each member strives to live in uninterrupted fellowship 
with Him who “setteth the solitary in families” (Psalm 68:6).

Enoch’s walk with God was sustained even amid the obliga-
tions of his secular employment. In all probability, he was a pro-
prietor of cattle and lands and a master of servants; yet, in spite of 
the trials and problems that must have arisen, his life was unspot-
ted. Because of the boundless grace and power of God, there is no 
legitimate sphere in which it is too hard to be a Christian. Saints 
could be found even in Caesar’s household. Too often business-
men fail to put the principles of Christianity into practice. They 
shrink from the cost of true discipleship.

Enoch’s walk with God was not hindered in any way by the 
growing spiritual deterioration of his times. Jude reminds us that 
Enoch was a prophet who was not afraid to declare to the ungodly 
the wrath of God they would experience. Although he lived in a 
vitiated atmosphere, breathing the purer air of heaven, he rebuked 
the works of darkness. Thus his record gives the lie to the idea 
that it is impossible to be a Christian after the New Testament 
ideal in a complex and Christless world like ours. If anything, the 
world today is more degenerate than it was in Enoch’s time, yet it 
is easier for us to wear the white flower of a blameless life. Do we 
not have a fuller knowledge of the will and program of God and a 
fuller measure of the grace of Christ and power of the Holy Spirit 
than Enoch had?

As the shadows of Enoch’s predicted judgment are gathering 
around our godless world, there are two perils we can easily glide 
into if we are not prayerfully watchful:
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T h e  P e r i l  o f  B e i n g  I n f l u e n c e d  
b y  O u r  S u r r o u n d i n g s

Beyond doubt, Enoch was counted odd or antiquated by 
those of his generation because of the saintliness of his life. 
His striving to please God, we can be assured, displeased men. 
Having chosen to walk with God, he could not walk with the 
ungodly. It takes a living fish to swim against the stream; and 
rather than being caught in the whirlpool of corruption, Enoch 
lived a life contrary to others. He preferred divine company to 
worldly companions. It is to be feared that we often find it easier 
to float with the stream, to accommodate ourselves to our envi-
ronment, or refuse to separate ourselves from worldly pleasures 
and pursuits. There are some who, like a chameleon, try to be at 
home in their surroundings, religious or otherwise. They think 
it clever to be “good mixers.”

T h e  P e r i l  o f  T h i n k i n g  I t  I s  T o o  H a r d  
t o  L i v e  f o r  G o d

What God has enabled one to do, He can enable another 
to do, for His grace and power are for each and all. Like Enoch, 
we, too, can walk with God by faith; and, like Enoch, we, too, 
can throw into greater contrast, by our holiness, the evil of the 
day in which we live. If we follow Enoch’s example and walk 
habitually with God in spite of uncongenial and unresponsive 
surroundings, then before long, we, too, shall not be found. At 
the return of the Savior, we will be translated from the dusty 
lanes of earth to the golden streets above.

Walk in the light: and thou shalt own 
Thy darkness passed away,
Because that light hath on thee shone 
In which is perfect day.7

7. Bernard Barton, “Walk in the Light,” 1826.


