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NOTE FROM THE 
PUBLISHER

While Whitaker House does not necessarily agree with all the 
eschatological conclusions of A. B. Simpson (1843–1919), we did 
not want to offer a book that “cleaned up” the author’s ideas for the 
contemporary reader. Simpson’s teachings reflect certain branches 
of thought in the array of Christian thinking and interpretation of 
the end times throughout the centuries. We feel that The Coming 
One has a place in the body of Christian literature concerning the 
second coming of Jesus Christ, and that its contents are useful for 
an overall study of end-times themes, as well as for understanding 
the necessity of personal preparation for Christ’s return.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE POINT OF VIEW

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which 
was, and which is to come [the coming One].” 

—Revelation 1:4

Did the Lord Jesus Christ complete His work on earth during 
His first advent and leave to secondary agents and spiritual influ-
ences the finishing of His great plan of redemption? Or, did He 
simply accomplish the first stage of that great work, and is He 
coming back again in person to this old earth someday to com-
plete that glorious plan? These questions, in short, summarize 
what has passed into theological discussion as the postmillennial 
versus the premillennial view of the second advent, or coming, of 
the Lord.1

Inadequate Arguments Against the 
Premillennial View

In the first place, let us look at the objections that are made 
by many to the doctrine of the premillennial coming of the 
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Lord Jesus. Then, we will turn to the positive side—the case for 
premillennialism.

Christ’s Coming Is Fulfilled at the Death of His Saints
There are some who believe that the promises of Christ’s 

coming are all fulfilled in the death of His saints—that, at death, 
the coming of the Lord is realized, in practical terms, by each one 
of us individually. It is enough to say that there is the widest con-
trast between death and the Lord’s coming—rightly understood. 
Death separates us from our friends; the Lord’s coming reunites us 
with our friends. Death brings us to be with the Lord; the Lord’s 
coming brings the Lord to be with us. Death is the curse of sin; the 
Lord’s coming cancels the curse forevermore. 

Perhaps a single passage in the New Testament is a sufficient 
inspired proof that, in the mind of Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
these are wholly diverse, and the one cannot be the fulfillment 
of the other. In speaking to Peter (and John) before His ascen-
sion, the Lord told Peter by what death he would die. The evan-
gelist interpreted His words to Peter as “signifying by what death 
he should glorify God” (John 21:19). Immediately afterward, Jesus 
said about John, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee?...Then went this saying abroad among the brethren that that dis-
ciple should not die” (John 21:22–23). This clearly shows that the 
coming of Christ is the very opposite of dying. The phrase “tarry 
till I come” implied that perhaps John would not die at all. The idea 
of comparing death with the Lord’s coming is wholly contrary to 
the thought that was in the mind of the Lord.

In speaking to the Thessalonians about their friends who had 
passed on, the apostle Paul did not comfort them by saying, “You 
ought to be very glad, because the Lord has come for them.” On 
the contrary, he said, “You ought to be comforted, because some 
day the Lord is coming for them.” (See 1 Thessalonians 4:13–
18.) Surely, this is scarcely worth an argument. The Lord meant 
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something very much more than death when He spoke of His 
return.

Christ’s Coming Was Fulfilled at the  
Destruction of Jerusalem

Some people apply Christ’s coming to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which occurred in the year ad 70, shortly after the 
Lord’s ascension. Now, it would seem very strange to a patriotic 
Jew to be told that the thing that was to him the brightest and 
sweetest hope of his holy faith [the coming of the Messiah in 
kingly reign] actually meant a tragedy of fire and blood that was to 
destroy the city and the temple that he loved and plunge millions 
of his race into temporal and eternal ruin. To call that the coming 
of the Lord and the fulfillment of the blessed hope (see Titus 
2:13) would surely be a travesty on all consistent thought and all 
common sense. If no other reason were available, it is enough to 
say that the destruction of Jerusalem occurred a quarter of a cen-
tury before the book of Revelation was written, and the one theme 
of that book, from first to last, is “Behold, I come” (Revelation 3:11; 
16:15; 22:7, 12).

Christ’s Coming Refers to His Spiritual Indwelling
There are many who apply the Lord’s coming to His personal 

visitation to the hearts of His people. Jesus said, “I will not leave 
you orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18 nkjv), and “We [the 
Father and Jesus] will come unto him, and make our abode with him” 
(John 14:23). I have heard people say, “Oh, it is all very well for you 
to talk about the Lord’s coming, but He has already come to us, 
and we are satisfied.” I wonder if He came to these people any more 
intimately than He came to John the Beloved! I wonder if John 
did not have the Lord in his heart as deeply and delightfully as the 
most advanced modern saints! Yet, it was John who said, “When 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And 
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every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure” (1 John 3:2–3). Have these “advanced saints” gotten closer 
to Christ than Paul did? Yet, it was Paul who said, “We…shall be 
caught up…to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). The truth is, the more intimately we 
have Christ in our hearts, the more ardently we will long for His 
personal and visible return, for Christ in us is “the hope of glory” 
(Colossians 1:27).

Christ’s Coming Is a “Millennium of  
Principles and Progress”

Others apply the promise of the Lord’s coming to the spread-
ing of the gospel and to the influence of the truth through the 
church in all the world, bringing about a millennium of principles 
and spiritual progress. This, they tell us, is the true millennium 
and the real coming of the Lord; and some of them think that 
through the progress of modern civilization, it is already nearly 
here, if it has not already come. Surely, that was not the Lord’s 
idea. He told us that when He comes, instead of there being men 
and women longing to welcome Him and to bow at His feet in 
worship and service, there will scarcely be “ faith on the earth” 
(Luke 18:8). And He said, “And as it was in the days of [Noah], so 
shall it be also in the days of the Son of man [when the Son of Man 
will be revealed] (Luke 17:26). They will be busy about everything 
else but Him. They will be finding their delight in everything else 
but in the prospect of His coming and His reign.

We do not have space to trace the vision of the Master as He 
tells us what the future of the church is to be before His return. 
But, certainly, it is anything but a millennium. Nor do we find 
much sign of a millennium in even our best Christian lands. The 
reports of the progress of Christianity tell of declining member-
ship, declining contributions for missions, and declining faith on 
the part of the church. The world will not be watching for Him, 
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but “as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the 
whole earth” (Luke 21:35). It will not be the climax of human prog-
ress, but it will be the catastrophe of all earthly pride.

Christ’s Coming Is to Be Interpreted Spiritually
There are many who tell us that the prophecies of the Old 

Testament have a special spiritual meaning, and that they refer 
to His inward reign in the hearts of Christians and through the 
principles of the gospel in human society. There is a spiritualiz-
ing tendency that would blot out the literal Israel from the future 
history of the world and appropriate all the promises Christ gave 
to the Israelites for ourselves. Do not wonder, therefore, that 
Israel has turned the tables upon us and has spiritualized all 
that the Old Testament prophets said about the first coming of 
Christ.

A section of the church is spiritualizing all that the Old 
Testament said about the coming King, and Israel is spiritualizing 
all that the Bible has said about the Lamb of God. The latter takes 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah to mean the suffering nation of 
Israel, and it is just as much justified in this as modern theological 
teachers are when they explain away the promises of Christ’s glori-
ous reign as mere spiritual imagery.

A Premillennial Coming Would Mean That  
God Had “Failed”

Again, they tell us it would be a great dishonor to the Holy 
Spirit to say that He was not adequate for the complete regenera-
tion of human society—that if God does not, through the present 
agencies in the church and the world, completely defeat the power 
of evil and make all things new, the Holy Spirit has failed, and God 
has not been equal to the task of saving humanity. Perhaps that is 
the strongest argument that the postmillennialists use. They say, 
“We believe God is equal to the task, and before the gospel has 
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finished its work, it is going to close every saloon, save every sinner, 
and make every desert to blossom as the rose.” 

At first sight, there is a good deal in this argument that is 
plausible. But, if you think for a moment, you will agree that if 
that was God’s plan—if it was God’s intention to take all evil out 
of the world in the present age; if it was God’s intention to make 
everything pure, good, and holy now—He has made an awful fail-
ure of it. We should be ashamed of the gospel if that is the best 
that it can do. The awful conditions of human society today would 
be a frightful travesty of divine power and grace, if that was all 
God meant to do. Therefore, our answer is this: God never meant 
to do this and never said He would. God said He was going to 
gather out of the nations “a people for his name” (Acts 15:14), and 
the world would go on as it had gone on, and “the wicked would 
still do wickedly, and none of the wicked would understand” (see 
Daniel 12:10).

When we thus understand His plan, we will not be discour-
aged; but we are in utter despair if we do not so understand it. 
Dr. Kellogg said that the first years of his life in India would 
have broken his heart due to the awful sway of heathenism and 
wickedness—and the scant rays of gospel light after all that had 
been done—were it not for the hope of Christ’s coming. Thank 
God He has not failed, and some glorious day we will fully 
understand.

A Millennial Reign Is too Material for Spiritual Minds
Some tell us that this doctrine of the Lord’s return and the 

setting up of a glorious terrestrial millennium is too material, 
earthly, and sensuous for spiritual minds—that all these things 
are figures, and God is lifting our hearts and hopes to something 
more spiritual and less earthly. They say that in this present “child-
hood” age, we are dealing with the physical and visible, but we are 
going to pass on to a higher realm where all will be purely spiritual.
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That is the greatest heresy of the present day. It began with 
spiritualizing the story of creation, and the result was the modern 
doctrine of Darwinian evolution. The idea that Genesis is but an 
allegory was the beginning, and Christian Science is the climax, 
with its basic principle that there never was anything created, and 
that everything is unreal. That is where false spiritualizing takes 
you.

The Liberal Theology goes further and says that Jesus was an 
“idea” and that there was no historical Christ, no cross, and no 
resurrection; it was all an idea in the minds of mystics. If He did 
ever live and die, His dust is still sleeping under the Syrian stars. 
That is what spiritualizing does. It takes out of God’s Book all 
reality, making everything merely a dream as vague as the fooleries 
of Christian Science. Thank God that He is real, and that we are 
real, and that Christ is real, and that the coming glory is real, and 
that “this same Jesus…shall so come [again] in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

The Premillennial Point of View

Is there positive proof that we may look for a premillennial 
coming of the Lord?

Christ Came to Earth Previously
The Lord has been here already; the Lord Jesus lived on this 

globe of ours literally—actually treading its material surface with 
His holy feet and saturating its soil with His precious blood. He 
has been a citizen of this earth. Why should it be thought some-
thing incredible that He should come back again to His old home? 
If He actually lived here once, why should He not actually come 
here again?

How simple that is! Here He once initiated His work. Why 
should He not come back and finish it? Here He once fought the 
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battle. Why should He not come back and wear the crown of 
victory and “see of the travail of his soul, and…be satisfied” (Isaiah 
53:11)? Here He once paid the fearful price. Why should He not 
come back to win the great reward? That is what He Himself said. 
He is like “a nobleman going to a far country to receive for himself 
a kingdom and then return.” (See Luke 19:12.) There is nothing 
transcendent or novel about the glorious Son of God becoming 
a citizen of earth. He has already lived here among us like other 
men, and He is a citizen of earth forevermore.

Christ’s Humanity Is Eternal
Christ did not, in a transitory way, merely touch the human 

family, but He became forever identified with the race of Adam; 
He can never get away from His humanity. All that concerns our 
race concerns Him. He is a Man today, and He will be a Man for-
ever; and, wherever mankind is to be, the Son of Man will be, also. 
Therefore, Christ’s relationship to this old earth is a permanent 
one, and His kingdom is to be consummated here, where it first 
began.

There Are Still Prophecies to Be Fulfilled
Let us note that the promises and prophecies of the Old 

Testament have not been entirely satisfied and fulfilled. There is 
a double thread running through the warp and woof of ancient 
prophecy. There is the crimson line of the cross, but there is also 
the golden thread of the coming glory. The Jews saw only the 
prophecies of the glory; therefore, when Jesus appeared among 
them, they were not prepared to recognize the lowly Nazarene, 
that rejected Man, as the fulfillment of the splendid ideal. They 
had good cause for it, to a certain extent, at least. The only trouble 
with them was that they were out of date. They had mixed the 
chronology. He was the King, but He was not yet enthroned. It 
was first the cross and then the crown; first the Lamb of Calvary 
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and then the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Unless He comes again, 
part of the prophetic Scriptures will be unrealized. It was neces-
sary that He should fulfill the vision of the cross, and it is just as 
necessary that He should fulfill the vision of the King.

There Is Christ’s Own Testimony
When He was on earth, the Lord Jesus Himself always left 

the impression that He was coming back again—actually, visibly, 
personally—to His people. He also repeatedly told His disciples 
that when the Son of Man came, He would sit on the throne of His 
glory, and they would sit on thrones and receive rewards for their 
earthly sacrifice and sufferings. (See Matthew 19:28; 25:31–40.)

One particular event in the very middle of His career—the 
transfiguration on the mount—was an object lesson, a demon-
stration of this very thing, foreshadowing the fact that He who 
seemed so obscure was really to be unveiled someday in the great 
apocalypse of the second advent and appear in glory. The risen 
dead were represented by Moses, and the transfigured living by 
Elijah. (See Matthew 17:1–8; Mark 9:1–9.) In Matthew 24, we 
have a detailed prophecy of the Lord’s return. We also have vari-
ous parables: of the talents, the pounds, the marriage of the king’s 
son, the ten virgins, and the sheep and the goats. These have no 
meaning unless the Lord is coming back again. All His teachings 
crystallized around two focal points—His cross and His second 
advent.

There Is Christ’s Last Message
In the next place, Christ’s very last message was on this spe-

cific subject. As He hovered in midair between earth and heaven, 
His parting word was sent back by two messengers (perhaps two 
glorified men) who stood by His followers and said, “Why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus…shall so come [again] in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Put these 
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three s’s together—same, so, seen—and you have a trinity of infal-
lible proof. “This same Jesus…shall so come…as ye have seen him 
go….” He is the same, and He will be the same then—and we will 
see Him, and we will know He is the same. That is Christ’s fare-
well message, and we know that He means what He says.

There Is the Testimony of the Apostles
The apostolic testimony was always the same. At the very 

beginning of the book of Acts, Peter said, “Jesus Christ…whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things” (Acts 
3:20–21). Therefore, when that is accomplished, the heavens will 
not hold Him anymore.

Paul proclaimed Christ as the One who would be the Judge of 
the living and the dead. (See Romans 14:9.) In Romans, Paul gave 
three chapters (see Romans 9–11) to the dispensational questions 
leading up to the day when the Deliverer would come to Zion 
and “turn away ungodliness from Jacob” (Romans 11:26; see also 
Isaiah 59:20). The epistle of 1 Corinthians reaches its climax in 
the magnificent fifteenth chapter with the realities of that glori-
ous appearing. (See 1 Corinthians 15:51–57.) Second Corinthians 
tells us how “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 5:10). Colossians tells us that “when Christ…shall 
appear, then shall [we] also appear with him in glory” (Colossians 
3:4). First Thessalonians crystallizes around the doctrine of the 
Lord’s coming. Every chapter and every important paragraph finds 
its keynote in this blessed hope. In 2 Timothy, Paul declared that 
it was his own personal hope that he would receive “a crown of 
righteousness,” which the Lord was keeping not only for him “but 
unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). James 
bid us to be patient unto the coming of the Lord. (See James 5:8.) 
Peter told us it was the very meaning of the transfiguration when 
they “were with him in the holy mount” (2 Peter 1:18). John, in his 
epistles, and in the book of Revelation, repeated the message of 
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Christ’s glorious second advent and the importance of our con-
stant preparation for it.

There Is the Testimony of the Book of Revelation
But the supreme and crowning evidence of the Lord’s premi-

llennial coming is the glorious book of Revelation. Two genera-
tions after Christ had ascended, after thousands of saints had been 
gathered home, after hundreds of churches had been established 
on earth, after the spiritual facts and experiences of Christianity 
had been illustrated to the fullest extent, the Lord Himself came 
down as the last Messenger of inspired truth, and, to John on 
Patmos, He gave a glorious message, of which the keynote and 
finale is this: “I am coming again.” The first announcement in 
Revelation is “Behold, he cometh with clouds” (Revelation 1:7), and 
the last farewell is “Behold, I come quickly” (Revelation 22:12; see 
also 22:20).

Will we answer, “Even so, come [quickly], Lord Jesus” 
(Revelation 22:20)?


