
What People Are Saying About  
James Goll and Passionate Pursuit…

I have seen firsthand how people experience freedom and a new beginning 
when they personally receive the love and blessing of the heavenly Father 
in their lives. Author James Goll describes how to enter into this reality as 
he unfolds a truth we must embrace for our spiritual well-being: We have 
a heavenly Father who wants us to know Him intimately. He calls us to 
pursue Him passionately and to allow Him to lead us step-by-step into His 
presence. Passionate Pursuit reveals in a fresh way that God the Father de-
sires to bless His children—and that our greatest blessing from the Father 
is to know Him and be known by Him.

—Michael W. Smith 
Singer, songwriter, and author

Passionate Pursuit: Getting to Know God and His Word by James Goll is an 
incredibly refreshing book. Whether you are a new believer struggling to 
learn where to start in knowing God and His Word or a seasoned saint 
who has read the Bible many times over, this book offers you the most 
beautiful gift: an introduction and reintroduction to your First Love. The 
author personifies the title of this book—Passionate Pursuit. If ever I have 
met someone who models that phrase, it would be James Goll. James leads 
you past where you may have felt limitations or blockages in the Word 
and invites you into the ease and beauty of knowing God through the 
Scriptures. He invites you into his personal life and how he encounters 
the God of the Scriptures. In doing so, he provides you with vital tools for 
knowing God and His Word. This book will fill you with hope and en-
couragement as you approach the simplicity of knowing God and knowing 
Him through His Word, the Bible.

—Bill Johnson 
Bethel Church, Redding, California 

Author, When Heaven Invades Earth



James Goll writes on how to embark on a lifelong adventure that begins 
with establishing a personal connection with the heavenly Father and pro-
gresses with an ever-deepening knowledge of Him. If you’ve ever wondered 
if it’s really possible to encounter the living God, read this book. Passionate 
Pursuit will help you walk through a process of personal transformation as 
you experience the heart of God, draw close to Him, and grow to be a liv-
ing example of His very nature and life.

—Mike Bickle 
Director, International House of Prayer of Kansas City

James Goll has blessed the church with a wealth of revelation in the many 
books he has written. He now brings to us his latest masterpiece, Passionate 
Pursuit: Getting to Know God and His Word. You will gain a deeper revela-
tion of who God is, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as well as who you 
are in Him. You will be biblically anchored and spiritually enlightened. I 
highly recommend this book, which will set you ablaze on a holy, passion-
ate pursuit after Jesus, the Lover of your soul!

—Dr. Ché Ahn 
Apostle, Harvest Apostolic Center, Pasadena, California 

Senior Pastor, HRock Church 
President, Harvest International Ministry 

International Chancellor, Wagner Leadership Institute

Passionate Pursuit will cause you to fall more deeply in love with God. For 
those of you who have gone tepid in the faith, this book will cause you to 
burn with an abandoned passion for God. For those of you who are seeking 
new depths with Him, dive into this book!

—Cindy Jacobs 
Cofounder, Generals International 

Dallas, Texas

If you know James Goll at all, or have read any of his books, you know this 
about him: He is a man who pursues God with everything in him…heart, 
soul, mind, and body. His new book, Passionate Pursuit, offers living water 



from the Word for the thirsting soul on a journey to know God more. 
It’s filled with such solid, foundational truth about who God is, it will no 
doubt become a classic. If you know someone new to the kingdom, be sure 
to give them a copy, but before you do, read it yourself and be blessed!

—Jane Hansen Hoyt 
President/CEO  

Aglow International

Are you hungry to really know God? Are you aware deep within your soul 
that God is an outrageously loving Father who passionately has, does, 
and will pursue you? When you read this lively book, Passionate Pursuit, 
it might just create a desire in you to thirst for God like the deer pants for 
the water brooks. If you want to experience a “burning heart,” as the two 
disciples did on the road to Emmaus (see Luke 24:32)—and not just grow 
in head knowledge about another “religion”—allow my friend James Goll 
to ignite the fire of passion within you so you can come to know your amaz-
ing, creator God.

—Mickey Robinson 
Founder, Prophetic Destiny International 

Author, Falling into Heaven

Years ago, as I began to realize that the church was devoid of the prophet’s 
voice, I invited James Goll to Nashville. By that time, I was acquainted 
with many of those with strong prophetic ministries, but James’ voice was 
one that I trusted. I still trust that voice. James has made me jealous for 
more of Jesus. I am honored to be considered one of his spiritual fathers, 
and I can guarantee you that this book, Passionate Pursuit: Getting to Know 
God and His Word, will challenge you to draw nearer to God and to His 
Word. Grab this book and get ready to have Holy Spirit fire torched into 
your bones.

—Dr. Don Finto 
Founder, The Caleb Company, Nashville, Tennessee 

Author, Your People Shall Be My People
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Acknowledgments and Dedication

I am indebted to a number of key leaders who have impacted my life over 
the years. I have often mentioned the immeasurable teaching imprint 

that Derek Prince had on my life at an early age. His fingerprints are still all 
over me. Much later in my journey, I had the joy and honor of working with 
Mike Bickle, of the now-famous International House of Prayer of Kansas 
City. I have never met anyone who, over a protracted period of time, has 
exhibited a greater passion for Jesus than this man. Mike breathes passion-
ate pursuit of God, His nature, and His ways.

Then my endearing family and I moved to the wonderful Southern 
city called Nashville, Tennessee. There the shadow of a true father in the 
faith touched my life in none other than Don Finto. Papa Don is known 
for many things, but everyone will agree that he embodies a contagious love 
for God and His Word. These men and others have modeled for me the 
message contained in the radical read.

People often ask me how I do what I do. Well, when you surround 
yourself with a great team, it helps! With that in mind, I wish to recog-
nize the loyal staff of Encounters Network and our intercessors around the 
globe who pray for me on an ongoing basis. Great gratitude also goes to my 
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writing assistant, Kathy Deering, in this and many other projects. What a 
delight it has been to partner with Bob Whitaker Jr., Don Milam, and the 
amazing team at Whitaker House. This is my first work with this publish-
ing house—but it won’t be my last.

I want to see true disciples of Jesus arise across the face of the earth 
whose chief aim in life is “to worship God and enjoy Him forever”! With 
a heart of gratitude, I have chosen to dedicate this book to the Lover of 
my soul, my Best Friend and constant companion: the glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. To Him belong the honor, the glory, and the dominion, 
both now and forevermore!

With a love for God and His amazing ways, 
James W. Goll 
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Foreword

Passionate Pursuit: Getting to Know God and His Word illuminates an 
essential truth for us as individual believers and for the body of Christ 

as a whole. It is an element I have preached about for many years: We must 
emphasize the Word and the Spirit as we deepen our relationship with 
God and expand our role as ambassadors for Christ in the world. The need 
of the hour is not one or the other—Word or Spirit—but both!

As James Goll writes, “The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit want you to 
become intimately familiar with the Word because, by doing so, you will 
get to know the One who inspired every line.” He also says, “If you want to 
know God’s heart, then you must know His Word, where His nature and 
character are revealed.”

To know God personally is to experience the reality and power of our 
faith. James Goll affirms that the more we learn about God through His 
Word, the better we will understand Him and come to know Him in a pro-
found way. And, the more we know Him, the more clearly we will reflect 
His image, and the better we will be able to fulfill what He calls us to do 
by His Spirit—even that which initially seems “impossible” to our human 
imagination.



12  Passionate Pursuit

I encourage you to allow the depth of the Word and the fellowship of 
the Spirit to fill your heart and mind as you passionately pursue almighty 
God—the One who is our Creator, Redeemer, and loving Father.

—R. T. Kendall 
Author of 60 books 

Former Senior Minister, Westminster Chapel, London
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Section One

To Know Him Is to Love Him

Augustine described theology as the reasoning or discussion concerning 
the Deity. In this first section of Passionate Pursuit, I seek to transcend 

the traditional conversation on theology. Chapters 1–7 do not deal with 
the “rational” approach to God, His Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are a 
manifesto of my views about God based upon biblical truth and personal 
experience. Therefore, this first section is about knowing God personally.

In chapter 1, I lay the foundation by referring to a quote by Blaise 
Pascal from his book Pensées. Pascal said that every person has within him 
an “infinite abyss” (a concept some have described as a “God-shaped vacu-
um”), and that this abyss “can only be filled by an infinite and immutable 
object, that is to say, only by God Himself.”1

This vacuum creates a great hunger within us until we arrive at the 
place where we see God as a personal Father. On that journey of passionate 
pursuit, we make wonderful discoveries that unveil the marvelous names 
and attributes of our loving God as manifested in Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—the Three in One. These are the themes of chapters 2 and 3.

1. Blaise Pascal, Pascal’s Pensées (New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1958), Section VII, 
“Morality and Doctrine,” 113, http://www.gutenberg.org/files/18269/18269-h/18269-h.htm.
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Chapter 4 presents one of the most famous questions ever asked. Like 
a master psychologist probing for the truth, Jesus asked His disciples, 
“Who do you say that I am?” (See, for example, Matthew 16:15.) How you 
answer that question will reveal the depth of your understanding of God as 
revealed through His Son. So, in chapters 4 and 5, I offer you the answer 
to that question as unveiled in the birth, life, suffering, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ the Messiah. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “You 
are a God who hides Himself ” (Isaiah 45:15). Jesus unveils the mysterious 
God and puts a face on that hidden reality. In Christ, we see God in all His 
beauty.

Then, in chapters 6 and 7, we come to what theology calls “the third 
Person of the Trinity,” the Person of the Holy Spirit. He is the “executive 
power” behind the scenes who has come to execute the will of God through 
His servants by empowering and gifting them to perform that will. He is 
the “alongside One” who makes the grace and glory of God a reality in the 
affairs of men and women as He connects heaven with earth.
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1

God as Our Personal Father

Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 
—Westminster Shorter Catechism

It has been stated that man was created with an internal void that only God 
Himself can fill. I, for one, believe this to be so. Every single person is on 

a constant search to find fulfillment in this life—meaning, purpose, and des-
tiny. We were created this way. You and I were fashioned in such a manner.

Did you know that the depth of your hunger is the length of your reach 
to God? In fact, you can be as close to God as you want to be. After all, 
God is an “equal opportunity employer.” Draw near to Him, and He will 
draw near to you. (See James 4:8.) I have made statements like these to 
believers all around the world. They provoke people spiritually and make 
them desire more of God, causing them to search for Him. We are to be in 
passionate pursuit after God Himself. Right?

Actually, when I first heard some of these declarations, they disturbed 
me. Like bits of sand in an oyster, such principles initially irritated me be-
cause they sounded like clichés. They seemed self-righteous, pompous, hy-
per-spiritual—and unobtainable. But, as they have worked for years within 
my heart and my inner being, I trust that the irritants are being shaped 
into a pearl of great price.
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I kept thinking, Well, I do want to be close to God! I do want to know His 
heart! I had to look deeper within, persistently…. I went on many walks. 
I went on many talks. Eventually, I decided on what I wanted more than 
anything. More than being a great leader of a nation, the greatest orator, a 
profound innovator, or the most highly gifted evangelist—even more than 
being a renowned singer or a legendary missionary (which are all great pur-
suits, by the way)—I wanted to know God!

I have since been on a journey that the world often scoffs at. By grace, 
I made an internal decision to follow a path less traveled in our fast-paced 
society—to take time to get to know my Creator intimately, so that I could 
enjoy Him forever. That became the chief aim of my life. 

Will you join me in this type of passionate pursuit of God?

Getting to Know Father

“Our Father…” (Matthew 6:9). That simple pair of words is one of the 
greatest and most complete revelations about God. 

God is a Father—a Father who wants a family. He yearns for a family. 
Jesus is His only begotten Son (see, for example, John 1:14), but He is not an 
only child. His Father has many children, and Jesus has many brothers and 
sisters. The apostle Paul recognized the family nature of our relationship 
with God when he wrote, “I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name” (Ephesians 3:14–15). God’s 
big heavenly family does not include any “grandchildren,” by the way, since 
our Father accepts only first-generation children. He is our Father in two 
respects: first, because He created us, and second, because we have said yes 
to His invitation to be reborn as full sons and daughters of His kingdom.

God is our Father because He created us and because we accepted 
His invitation to be reborn as His sons and daughters.

Sometimes, we unknowingly limit God’s fatherhood in our lives. We 
think He is Father God only to certain special people, so we do not ap-
proach Him in that way. But He is not Father only of (for example) the 
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first humans He created, Adam and Eve. Nor is He Father only of the 
holiest men and women who have worshipped Him over the centuries. He 
is not Father solely of Isaiah and Micah and Malachi and Deborah and 
Barak; of Ruth and Naomi; of Esther and Ezra and Nehemiah; of Daniel 
and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He did not elevate to “son status” 
only the twelve disciples of Jesus, along with Jesus’ closest friends, Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus. After He died, Jesus did not summon only the apos-
tle Paul into His Father’s family. He does not give preference to spiritual 
giants. You don’t have to be a John Wesley or a George Müller or a D. L. 
Moody or a Billy Graham or a Mother Teresa or a Reinhard Bonnke to 
address Him as Father.

To call Him Father, you don’t have to be a spiritual giant at all.

The truth is that each and every one of us can call Him Father, every 
day of our lives. Anybody who has been “born again”—who has received 
the completed work of God’s Son Jesus (His crucifixion, burial, resurrec-
tion from the dead, and ascension) and who has accepted His invitation to 
follow—is included in His family.

We are God’s sons and daughters. He is our Father. How wonderfully 
simple, and yet how amazingly profound!

The Father’s Blessing

None of us can claim to be self-sufficient, just as none of us who is 
an earthly father can claim to be a perfect father. We need our heavenly 
Father. Every single individual who has ever lived has been created in the 
image of God (see Genesis 1:26–27), but unless we walk with Him, we will 
never realize what that means.

We were created to need the Father. Without the Father’s love and the 
Father’s blessing, we are sunk. We may seek love and blessing in a variety of 
places, but unless those places point us to Father God, they will ultimately 
hold us back. No counselor or other expert can take the Father’s place; no 
mentor or husband or wife—not even a great father figure—can meet our 
real need for love and blessing. Every one of these people is just as human 
as we are.
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Yet God uses human vessels to represent Him and to point to Him. 
In the Old Testament, we read about the powerful effect that a patriarchal 
father’s blessing could have. (Read, for example, chapters 27 and 49 of the 
book of Genesis.) Once these blessings were given, they could never be re-
voked, even by the father who had bestowed them (and even if he had been 
tricked into blessing the wrong son, as happened with Isaac and his twin 
sons, Esau and Jacob).

Since our earthly models of fatherhood are inadequate, how can we 
ever hope to receive the fullness of our heavenly Father’s love? We must 
lean hard on the fact that God’s love—which has sought us out individu-
ally—will be able to reach our hearts, even through imperfect vessels. As 
we seek God’s face, He will bring people into our lives who will impart 
His love to us. That includes spiritual pioneers who have gone before us, 
who have left us writings and “footprints” to follow. As we honor these 
fellow “cracked pots,” we can drink deeply from their wells of God’s love. 
Receiving His love and acceptance restores our damaged spirits and souls.

Redemptive Gleaning
An aspect of God’s redemption is that He allows us to glimpse His 

shadow through other members of His adopted family. I call this “redemp-
tive gleaning.” In my own life, I have had to glean in this way. My own natu-
ral father had many limitations. As I was growing up, I was afraid of him 
most of the time, and yet I honored him and cared deeply for him. Still, I 
could never quite call him “Father,” because I couldn’t really connect with 
him in that manner. We were very different from one other, and, honestly, 
he did not come across as if he understood me very well.

However, toward the end of my father’s journey here on earth, the 
Holy Spirit convinced me, through a series of dreams and visions, that I 
needed to go back home to receive my “father’s blessing.” I was uncertain, 
and—because of our on and off dysfunctional family history, and his cur-
rent debilitating diabetic situation—I was more than cautious. Yet God 
convinced me of my need, and He even went out of His way to make it 
possible.

My dad had authentically come to faith later in life, and I eventually 
even had the honor of leading him in water baptism. However, like many 
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other believers, he still had a lot of emotional wounds and some leftover 
baggage. But then—God! In my dad’s hour of weakness, God gave him a 
couple of supernatural dreams, and he knew that he had a son who could 
interpret them, so he asked me if he could talk with me, one-on-one.

So we had that one-on-one talk. We discussed his upbringing, how he 
had grown up during the Depression as the oldest of seven children in a 
family with a German background. He’d had to work extremely hard, and 
he’d been kicked out of the house when he was twelve years old to raise 
himself. He’d never known the love of a father. I could tell you more, but I 
don’t really need to. It was clear that he never could have given away some-
thing he himself had not received.

The conversation shifted, and he started off with, “Son….”

I was forty-four years old at the time, and I could not remember ever 
before hearing him call me “Son.” Something like a supernatural current of 
love started flowing from his heart to mine and back, maybe something that 
had been pent up for years. With a tear coming down his big cheek, he said, 
“Son, I never understood you all your life. How did you get so close to God?” 

After I collected myself, I answered, “Father, as far as I know….” And 
that was the first time in my memory that I had ever, from my heart, called 
him “Father.” I told him how my mother, his wife, had dedicated me to 
Christ’s service before I was ever conceived, a fact that he knew about and 
confirmed. The atmosphere was pregnant with the love and comfort of 
God. We joined hands. He did not pray out loud, but I know he prayed. 
I prayed out loud, and I blessed him. That day, I called him “Father,” and 
he called me “Son.” Not long after that, he graduated to heaven. And yes, I 
was honored to speak at my father’s funeral.

A Confirmation Is Released
To tie it up perfectly, I had a wonderful experience a few months later 

while I was ministering in Atlanta, Georgia. At the close of my session on 
“Gatekeepers of His Presence,” I saw a vision of my father’s face in which 
he was healed and in robust health. His rosy cheeks were back, and his blue 
eyes were gleaming. And I heard these words in my heart from the Holy 
Spirit: I have a word to give you from your father.
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Just at that moment, a Canadian man who was also ministering laid 
his hands on me and prophesied, “There have been those in your life who 
have never understood you, but God has used all of this to create a broken-
ness in you so that the fragrance of Christ will be released through your life 
that will go across the earth.”

When he lifted his hands off me and remained in a posture of worship 
unto the Lord, I saw my father’s face in a vision beaming at me a second 
time. I then heard these words, which have forever changed my life: I un-
derstand you now. I sobbed under the goodness of God and the healing 
grace of Jesus Christ.

Do you see how God uses imperfect vessels to transmit His love to us? 
Imperfect vessels are all He has to use, and His perfect love comes through 
every time.

Receive the Father’s Love

You have to be intentional about receiving the Father’s love. Seek God. 
Be passionate about it. Open your heart and accept the free gift of the 
Father’s love through Jesus Christ His Son. You can receive the love of God 
in multiple ways, such as the following:

• a relationship with the Word of God

• soaking in the Holy Spirit’s presence

• reading about the lessons of church history and about leaders who 
have known the depths of His love

• redemptively gleaning glimpses of His shadow through your earth-
ly family members

• honoring the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon veterans of the faith

Drink deeply! Receive the blessing and love of God. When the prophet 
Elijah was taken into heaven in a chariot, his disciple Elisha saw the chariot 
carry him upward, and he cried out, “My father, my father…!” (2 Kings 
2:12). Elisha looked around and found that Elijah’s mantle of prophetic 
blessing had been left behind for him, and he took it up. (See 2 Kings 
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2:9–14.) As a result, he was able to walk for the rest of his life in a double 
portion of the power of the Holy Spirit, with great confidence. Perhaps 
Elisha saw into a revelation of fatherhood. He saw Elijah as his father and 
mentor, but then he received the greater revelation: he saw the Father of 
Elijah—God Himself!

You have to be intentional about receiving the Father’s love.  
Seek God. Be passionate about it.

No two people have the same experience of the Father’s love, because 
every child of God is unique. In words that ended up being the last verse 
of the Old Testament, the prophet Malachi promised a last-day move of 
God in which the Holy Spirit would “restore the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that [God would] not 
come and smite the land with a curse” (Malachi 4:6). In our pilgrimage of 
becoming all that God has called us to be, may each of us experience the 
security that comes with knowing Him as our personal Father. May each 
one of us be able to enter into the Father’s blessing! May each of us grow in 
our earnest longing to know God’s heart and to reveal it to others.

So, let us continue now in our journey of discovering the heart of God 
and His Word!


