
We were so inspired reading Praise Is My Weapon! Pastor Dan 
Willis has true revelation of what it means to really praise the 
Lord. Reading this made us want to praise God. If you want 
to learn to live a life of praise to get the victory over every area 
of your life, this is a must-read!

—Drs. Angelo & Veronica Petrucci 
Three-time Dove Award-winning gospel artists 

Founders and pastors, Higher Place Church,  
Franklin, Tennessee

 
From the first time you meet Pastor Dan, you know there’s 
something different about him. He’s totally in love with Jesus 
from the top of his head to the soles of his feet. You can sense 
that he worships with his whole being—body, soul, and spirit. 
Pastor Dan has gone through some of life’s worst experiences, 
but he has triumphed in every circumstance through praise. 
So it is no surprise that he has written a book about the power 
of praise and worship. As anointed leader, pastor, musician, 
singer, television host, and author, Dan Willis reveals how we 
too can defeat the enemy of our souls through the weapon of 
praise. I am grateful to call him friend, and heartily recom-
mend this unique book!

—Dr. Garth Coonce 
Founder and president, Total Christian Television Network
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DEDICATION

Father God, for giving me a REASON to PRAISE in my 
struggle.

Linda, for thirty-eight years of walking through dark 
moments with our hands up, giving God PRAISE. I LOVE 
you.

Melody, Rachel, Holly, and Chad, my greatest hope in 
life is that I have taught you that you can PRAISE your way 
through any storm. I LOVE you.

Mom, thank you for being an inspiration to me, and 
teaching me how to make it through, by giving HIM ALL of 
the PRAISE.

Dad, how I PRAISE God for our restoration, I LOVE 
you.

Renee, thank you for dealing with my madness. I’m sure it 
has made a PRAISER out of you.

Maddy Banks, your skills in helping this book come 
together were a true blessing. I PRAISE God for you.

Jonathan, friend and assistant, I PRAISE God for you!



David and the All Nations Choir Bookstore, how I 
PRAISE God for your spirit of excellence and business man-
agement/marketing, all of these 150 years.

Jerome and Juanita, God has given us an amazing ability 
to frame PRAISE every week together for many years now. 
I’m so grateful for you.

Sherri, it’s an honor to call you daughter.

Skittles (Dan Willis Ministries), folks come and go but 
you have been steadfast; I am forever grateful.

Pastor Vera Tucker, a PRAISER from way back that 
every preacher wishes he could preach with.

Pastors Garland and Farida, some of the dearest friends I 
have, raising up the next generation of PRAISERS.

Lighthouse, thank you my LIGHTHOUSE for never 
giving up on a man, and staying by my side for thirty-eight 
years. The joy of my life has been PRAISING God in your 
four walls.

And to the reader, thank you for taking the time to relive 
these moments with me. I hope that each journey down this 
path will help you to gain the PRAISE necessary in overcom-
ing the enemy.



CONTENTS

 1. Get To, Not Have To ..................................................11

 2. So Many Questions but Not Many Answers ...........19

 3. Unshakeable Conquerors ............................................27

 4. Declare and Decree .....................................................37

 5. What Is Praise? ............................................................45

 6. Express It ...................................................................... 61

 7. Praise: My Weapon Against Fear ..............................75

 8. Praise and the Blood of Jesus .....................................91

 9. Praise Is Prophetic .....................................................105

 10. Worship Is Reverence ...............................................121

 11. Worship Is Service ....................................................133

 12. Worship Is Humility .................................................143

About the Author ...................................................................157



“He Chose Me”
He chose me; yes, He chose me. 
After seeing me at my worst, He came, and He 
chose me; 
Yes, He chose me; yes, He chose me. 
After seeing the worst in me, He found the 
best in me.

He made me at my best, and He’s seen me at 
my worst; 
Times He should have walked away, He came 
close by my side to stay; 
You didn’t give up on me but You made me, 
Lord, to see; 
With love so deep that You should seek to do it 
one more time—He chose me.

Now every life must come to the place where 
what you’ve done 
Brings bended knee and tears that stream or 
cause you to just run; 
But His mercy is so free,  
Please, don’t miss this opportunity, to hear 
His words,  
“Child, your life I’ve spared; that you, My 
hands can be” 

And He loves me.

“He Chose Me,” words and music by Rev. Dan Willis, © 2011 Dan 
Willis Ministries. All rights reserved.
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1
GET TO, NOT HAVE TO

She wore white knee-highs, scuffed-up nursing shoes, white 
scrubs, and had a wisp of gray hair across her forehead. She 
shook my hand with such conviction, I wanted to go find the 
prayer room and get on my face. All she said was, “I really love 
the Lord,” but I felt it to my soul.

Every journey, whether long or short, great or small, must 
have a starting point. Nothing can be finished that was never 
started. God’s journey of redemption began with one Man, on 
one cross, for one reason. Romans 5:5–8 says, 

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us. For when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good 
man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth 



12  Praise Is My Weapon

his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.

Do you know why God sent His only begotten Son to us? 
Why did Christ choose the path of the cross? The answer to 
these questions is love. Jesus loves us so much more than we 
can ever comprehend while in this world. So much that He 
lived a life of pain, rejection, and suffering; so much that He 
lived a life without sin because He knew that, one day, He 
would have to willingly offer Himself up as a living sacrifice 

for all mankind, and in so 
doing, free even those who 
hate Him from an eternity 
of suffering. Who does that? 
What kind of person will-
ingly dies so that his enemy 
might be saved? A Savior 
who loves unconditionally—
that’s Jesus. 

Wow, this Jesus sounds 
great! How can you get to 
known Him? Where do 
you start? We all start by 
asking Him for forgiveness 
and inviting Him into our 
hearts. The Bible tells us 
that we love Him because 
He first loved us. (See 1 John 
4:19.) It was Jesus who took 

the first step in pursuing a relationship with us, and now 
He wants us to follow up with Him and make it a two-way 

It was Jesus 
who took the 
first step in 
pursuing a 
relationship 
with us, and 
now He wants 
us to follow 
up with Him 
and make it 
a two-way 
relationship. 
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relationship. You might have already made that step, and now 
you’re asking, “How do I know if I love Him?” Jesus tells us 
in John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” It’s that 
simple! You will know you love Him when you keep His com-
mandments! Now that we know the requirements, and who 
we are, perhaps some of you are wondering if there is anybody 
who just loves Jesus. 

Crazy Love
In my thirty-five years of pastoring, I’ve been in quite a few 

of what I call “beat-you-up” churches, the kind where you go 
in expecting a refreshing encounter with God but come out 
feeling more defeated than when you entered. I’m sure that 
everyone has encountered one of these churches at some point 
in his life. One time, when I went into a church to hear a word, 
the next thing I knew, the pastor was having everyone look at 
each other, screaming, “Repent, or you’ll go to hell!” Honest 
to goodness, that actually happened to me! 

See, beloved, you can use fear only to scare the hellfire out 
of someone for so long. At the end of the day, only one thing 
will ever keep a person going with Christ, and that’s love. In 
a marriage, a man can scare or threaten his wife into staying 
with him for only so long. One day, he will awake from sleep 
feeling a little less of a man because she has removed his man-
hood, as we have seen in the news a few times.

Everybody wants to be loved with a special and unique 
love. Wouldn’t you be crazy to not want to be loved this way? 
Love does have its perks, and, of course, there are many physi-
cal aspects of love. In fact, it’s said that “events occurring in the 



14  Praise Is My Weapon

brain when we are in love have similarities to mental illness.”1 
Love causes flushed cheeks, a racing heart, clammy hands, loss 
of appetite, and a need for less sleep.2 See? You aren’t crazy! 
That’s just love, and isn’t it a wonderful thing? Now that you 
know the effects of love, I want to ask again, is there anybody 
who just loves Jesus? 

“Do You Love Me?”
In John 21 there is a short conversation between Peter and 

Jesus. Jesus asks Peter a question. He didn’t ask him about his 
works, his thoughts, or his sins. Instead, He asks him the same 
question three times: “Lovest thou me?” (John 21:15–17). The 
question wasn’t profound or mind-boggling. Jesus was simply 
asking Peter about the nature of his love. The most important 
thing to Jesus was whether or not He was being loved back. 

We are shown here that the very foundation of Christianity 
and the church is based on love. The church has so many agen-
das and assignments—issues of labor, racism, tradition, and 
so forth—and all the while, the number one question Jesus 
asks is, “Do you love Me?” There are so many folks out there 
who try to defend Jesus—they blog about Him and fight 
for Him—but He is a conqueror who needs no defense. He 
could have called down ten thousand angels to His rescue. 
(See Matthew 26:53.) He is Truth, and the Truth needs no 
defense. He doesn’t want someone to defend Him; He wants 
someone to love Him. He wants us to focus on the very thing 
that brought Him to us and us to Him—love. 

1. “The Science of Love,” BBC Science: Human Body & Mind, http://www.bbc.
co.uk/science/hottopics/love/.
2. Ibid.
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What does it mean to 
just love Jesus? It means 
taking a “want to” approach 
and not a “have to” approach. 
Do you feel like you have 
to go church, have to praise 
Him, have to worship Him, 
and have to present your 
body as a sacrifice? (See 
Romans 12:1.) If you feel 
that way about praising and 
worshipping Him, then you 
shouldn’t do it. Don’t you 
know that God loves a cheer-
ful giver? (See 2 Corinthians 
9:7.) Not a resentful giver, 
a grudging giver, or a sus-
picious giver. You can be 
moved to give if it’s not for 
love, but any other motiva-
tion that love will be only 
temporary. Occasionally, one 

of our four kids used to ask, “Dad, do I have to go to church 
tonight?” I would enthusiastically reply, “No, you get to go!” 
I wanted them to know that a relationship with God is not 
“have to”; it’s “get to”!

What does it mean to love Jesus? It means you want to 
make Him happy, not because of what He can do for you, but 
because of who He is. If He never does anything aside from 
saving you, He is still worthy of your praise. It’s not about 
what He can do for us, but who He is as our Savior. Just as 

The church 
has so many 
agendas and 
assignments—
issues of 
labor, racism, 
tradition, and 
so forth—and 
all the while, 
the number one 
question Jesus 
asks is, “Do 
you love Me?”
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you want to be loved, Jesus still asks us today, “Lovest thou 
me?” Remember, we don’t have to give tithes, offerings, time, 
or resources; we get to, just because we really love the Lord! 


