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PREFACE

One of the marvels of the Bible is the profitable way in which it 
touches life at all its points. All who suffer discomfort or fear for any 
reason must be guided by the God of all comfort.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the com-
fort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings 
of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort 
overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; 
if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you 
patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for 
you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, 
so also you share in our comfort. (2 Corinthians 1:3–7 niv)

In our complex lives today, the need to know God’s comfort is more 
necessary than ever. It does not require deep insight to discern the simi-
larity between the decadent condition of human society in the days of 
Noah and the moral degeneracy of our age some six thousand years later.

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.  
 (Genesis 6:11 niv)
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Did not our Lord Himself prophesy that as it was in the days of 
Noah, so shall it be in the latter days of world history? No matter where 
we turn in our times,

Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth....But as the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of man be.   
 (Luke 21:26; Matthew 24:37)

Even today, men’s hearts are failing them because of the grievous 
things happening on the earth.

What wickedness prevails! Think of the defiant lawlessness, unre-
strained violence, vandalism, destruction, terrorism, hijackings, drug 
and alcohol addiction, killings, robberies, and corruption (in morals, 
business, and politics). Consider wars, with their lust for power, uproot-
ing thousands of frightened souls. Look at national catastrophic events 
such as invasions by enemies, earthquakes, floods, railway and plane 
disasters, as they leave behind a multitude of broken hearts and broken 
homes. Consider also financial bankruptcy (nationally, communally, 
and personally), loose views of marriage with opposite sexes living 
together, and abortion with its murder of unborn children. All add to 
the corruption of our age.

In such a welter of godlessness the question often arises, “What 
is the greatest need of such a time as this?” According to one’s outlook 
upon and assessment of society, various answers are forthcoming. The 
purpose of this book is to indicate that one of the most pressing needs 
of this hour is the preaching and practice of comfort, to combat the ever-
increasing fear causing so many hearts to fail. It was to a sinful and 
sinning nation, who received double for all its sins, this divine message 
came: “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God” (Isaiah 40:1). 
An ever-increasing number are distressed, distraught, disillusioned, 
and disappointed. They are in sad need of someone to soothe and sym-
pathize, to console and encourage. May God raise up an ever-growing 
army of comforters who believe the time to comfort is when sorrow is 
written on the bosom of the earth.
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God, who created us, knows our every need. God comforts us when 
we are cast down and sent His Son to bind up the brokenhearted and 
to teach good news to the poor. (See Isaiah 61:1.) God also gave us the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter who abides with us forever. (See John 14:16.)

This book is written to help the reader find the true source of com-
fort and to be able to sing with David:

May your unfailing love be my comfort, according to your promise 
to your servant. Let your compassion come to me that I may live, for 
your law is my delight. (Psalm 119:76–77 niv)

Almighty and Everlasting God, 
The Comfort of the sad; 

The strength of the sufferer; 
Let the prayers of those that cry 

Out of tribulation, come unto Thee; 
That all may rejoice, to find 
That Thy mercy is present 

With them in their afflictions; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen.
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1

COMFORT, A DIVINE VIRTUE

Christ the Comforter: “The Lord Jesus Christ Himself…comfort 
your hearts” (2 Thessalonians 2:16–17).

The Holy Spirit, Divine Comforter: “The comfort of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 9:31 nasb).

Comfort from the Scriptures: “Through comfort of the scriptures 
[we] might have hope” (Romans 15:4).

Comfort by Angels: “The angel…talked with me with good words 
and comfortable words” (Zechariah 1:13).

Comfort by Christians: “The son of consolation” (Acts 4:36).

Comfort in Death: “[Lazarus] died….Now he is comforted” (Luke 
16:22, 25).

What does the Bible actually mean by the term comfort? The word, 
with all its shades of meaning, appears 128 times in the Bible, 67 in 
the Old Testament and 61 in the New Testament. The Greek word for 
comfort, with all its descriptive forms and declensions, means:

• A calling; to summon to one’s side; entreaty. 

• To speak kindly, soothingly, with tenderness. 
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• Consolation; to persuade. 

• To cheer up, be of good courage, be animated. 

• To soothe, speak tenderly, pacify.  

• To exhort, console—the same form used in medications that help irrita-
tion, as in 2 Corinthians 7:5–7:

For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but 
we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. But 
God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of 
Titus; and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with 
which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, 
your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more.   
 (nasb)

The English word comfort comes from an Old English root mean-
ing “to strengthen” and implies physical or mental refreshment of an 
active kind—an invigoration. Consolation may suggest a softer kind of 
mental refreshment. The term also implies the influence of an animating 
sermon (see Acts 9:31), where emphasis is upon the instrument used, the 
preaching or speaking with which the preacher persuades and soothes. 
(See 2 Corinthians 13:11.) In Matthew 9:22, we have the thought of a 
consolation as an exhortation, invitation, warning, or entreaty.

Another word for comfort indicates a kind, soothing, persuasive 
approach, and is suggestive of more tenderness than the previous mean-
ing. It is connected with consolation in sorrow. (See John 11:19, 31; 
Colossians 4:11.) Most of the references, however, imply its pacifying, 
persuasive ministry. Still, a further original word meaning carries the 
idea of good spirits, animation, and to be of good courage. It was this 
word Paul used to hearten his fellow voyagers during the terrific storm 
at sea: “I exhort you to be of good cheer” (Acts 27:22). Cheer up, take 
heart, feel confident also describes the use of comfort in Matthew 9:22 
and Philippians 2:19.

Consolation, occurring some seventeen times in the King James 
Version, is often given as comfort in the Revised Version, seeing that 
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the two words convey similar meanings, and are, therefore, interchange-
able. (See 2 Corinthians 1:3, 7; Acts 15:31.) The Greek word used for 
consolation also denotes comforter (see John 14:16) and implies relief in 
distress or depression. (See Jeremiah 1:7–8.)

In the same section where Isaiah speaks of God comforting His 
children as a mother consoles her offspring, he also says God’s people 
“will nurse and be satisfied at her comforting breasts; you will drink deeply 
and delight in her overflowing abundance” (Isaiah 66:11 niv). Truly, 
divine comfort comes in many guises! Both divine and human channels 
convey these consolations to our needy hearts. “In the multitude of my 
thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul” (Psalm 94:19). “Whence 
shall I seek comforters for thee?” (Nahum 3:7). Happily, God has provided 
us with many comforters.

CHRIST THE COMFORTER

Matthew Roydon, who died in 1622, composed a moving elegy for 
his friend Sir Philip Sidney, the renowned English poet, statesman, and 
soldier of the last half of the sixteenth century. Roydon wrote of him as 
having,

A sweet attractive kind of grace, 
A full assurance given by looks, 

Continual comfort in a face, 
The lineaments of Gospel books; 

I trow that countenance cannot lie, 
Whose thoughts are legible in the eye. 
But eyes and ears, and ev’ry thought; 

Were with his sweet perfections caught.

Continual comfort in a face! Is this not truer of the face of Jesus, 
who was marred more than any other man? His benign countenance, 
loving eyes, gracious presence, and heartfelt messages all exuded com-
fort. Touched with the feeling of our infirmities and sorrows, He could 
console as no other could. Did He not declare, “I and the Father are 
one” (John 10:30 niv)? His Father revealed Himself as the God of all 
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comfort, and the Son was closely united with the Father in such a virtue, 
seeing He came “to comfort all that mourn” (Isaiah 61:22; Corinthians 
1:3). This is why we pray,

Be with me when no other friend 
The mystery of my heart can share; 

And be Thou known, when fears transcend, 
By Thy best name of Comforter.  

—Rawson

The apostle Paul magnified God the Son as being just as consol-
ing as God the Father: “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and 
good hope, encourage you hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 
word” (2 Thessalonians 2:16–17 niv).

Christ’s comforting presence and consoling words and works per-
meate the Gospels, where He is found breaking up funerals, drying 
tears, raising the dead, healing lepers, casting out devils, dying for a 
world of sinners lost and ruined by the fall. What a divine Comforter 
He was—and ever is! One of His beatitudes reads, “Blessed are they that 
mourn: for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 5:4). The afflicted woman, 
diseased for twelve years, was one who knew experientially what is was 
to be comforted by Him. Touching the hem of His garment, she was 
healed. After she identified herself to Jesus, He greatly encouraged her 
by saying, “Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole” 
(Matthew 9:22).

The word Jesus used for comfort meant to be courageous of heart, 
cheer up, and feel confident! Can we not imagine how this believer in 
Jesus’ omnipotence returned home with a spring in her step and a song 
in her heart? By faith, she had appropriated her share in “the consolation 
of Israel” (Luke 2:25).

Jesus, all our consolations 
Flow from Thee, the sovereign good; 

Love, and faith, and hope, and patience, 
All are purchased by Thy blood; 
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Nor Thy richest grace impart, 
Sanctify and fill the heart. 

—Author Unknown

The most sublime reference, however, to the Master’s influence as 
a comforter is found in His heartening message to His own disciples 
as He announced He was about to return to heaven: “I will not leave 
you comfortless; I will come to you” (John 14:18 scofield). But he came 
again to them in the person of another divine Comforter: “I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever…When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father” (John 14:16; 15:26).

Two connected words in our Lord’s parting promise deserve our 
attention, namely, another and comforter. First of all, consider the adjec-
tive, another, which has two distinct yet opposite meanings:

1. One of the same kind.

2. One of a different, distinct kind, separate from the first 
aspect, not the same.

It was the first idea that our Lord conveyed when He spoke of 
another comforter. The Holy Spirit would be the same in every way as 
the Comforter who was about to leave His disciples. Jesus could say, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). Father and Son 
were absolutely identical in every way. In effect, it is also true, one that 
knows the Spirit and has seen Him at work, sees the Son, for the Spirit 
is the replica of the Son. Thus, the Comforter to come would be the 
same in every way as the Comforter about to depart—and what a com-
fort this blessed truth has been to the saints through the ages!

The term comforter is given as advocate or helper in the margin of the 
Revised Version. In 1 John 2:1, where John speaks of Christ as “an advo-
cate with the Father,” the margin gives comforter. In Scripture, a paraclete, 
the Greek term for comforter, is an intercessor, a capable helper in time 
of need, or a person called to the side of another to aid them.

A certain missionary was struggling with the language of the natives 
among whom he labored. When he came to “advocate” in John 14:16, 
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he tried to translate it into a word or phrase expressing the meaning to 
the native mind but was baffled. Calling to his native assistant, he said, 
“Come over to my side and help me with this word.” Thus, all at once, 
the missionary had his translation: “one called alongside to help.”

During His earthly ministry, Jesus had been God’s advocate with 
men, pleading God’s cause with them, seeking to win them for His 
Father. He was ever at the call of saint and sinner alike that needed His 
help. He was going away however, and both He and the Father would 
see to it that their own would not be left without another advocate on 
the earth. 

This further heavenly comforter would not be recognized by an 
unspiritual world, but all true believers would know and welcome Him.

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
that He may be with you forever.…After a little while the world will 
no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live 
also.…These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all that I said to you. (John 14:16, 19, 25–26 nasb)

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will 
testify about Me. (John 15:26 nasb)

But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if 
I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send Him to you. (John 16:7 nasb)

Although the Holy Spirit came and took Christ’s office on earth 
and has ever continued to serve the church and the world as Christ did 
while among men, Jesus is still the Advocate in heaven where He makes 
intercession for sinners, pleading their cause with God. (See Romans 
8:34; 1 John 2:1.) As the Sankey hymn has it, “I have a Savior, He’s 
pleading in glory.”
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THE HOLY SPIRIT, DIVINE COMFORTER

All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:25–27 niv)

When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about 
me. (John 15:26 niv)

Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, “Where 
are you going?” Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 
But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I 
go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to 
you. (John 16:5–7 niv)

Referring to His complete identification with His Father in nature 
and works, Jesus could say, “I and the Father are one.” He could have 
likewise affirmed, “I am the Holy Spirit are one, for the Gospels reveal 
a holy intimacy between Jesus and the diving Spirit. Jesus’ use of the 
phrase, “I…by the Spirit of God” (Matthew 12:28), must not be lim-
ited to the casting out of demons recorded in the narrative for it applies 
to our Lord’s every action. He lived and walked in the Spirit, and all 
Jesus taught about the Spirit’s actuality and activities was the natural 
outcome of the most blessed and harmonious fellowship between these 
two members of the Godhead. A word or two is therefore necessary 
as to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus. The fine flour, 
unleavened (Jesus), was mingled with oil (the Spirit).

First, in His incarnation, our Lord emptied himself or stripped 
Himself of the insignia of majesty. He became subject to the Father’s will 
and lived His life in the realm of that will. He likewise became depen-
dent upon the life-giving Holy Spirit who was the One responsible for 
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Jesus becoming a man (see Luke 1:35) and who imparted to Him His 
full empowerment in all His preaching and teaching.

Second, in the days of His flesh, the Holy Spirit seemed to have 
labored exclusively with Jesus. The Holy Spirit concentrated all ener-
gies on Jesus as He went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed of the devil. (See Acts 10:38.) After Jesus’ wondrous birth 
by the Spirit, there is no reference to the Spirit’s association with any 
other individual until after His resurrection when Jesus said, “Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22). John could say, “The Holy Ghost was not 
yet given” (John 7:39). There had to be a Man both able and willing to 
receive the Spirit in all fullness such as He did at Pentecost. For the first 
time in Jesus, Man was able to receive the Holy Spirit in entirety.

The authority of immediate knowledge of all aspects of truth, 
then, wedded to the power of the Holy Spirit, gave the teachings of 
Jesus an original element. Thus, prominent among His disciples was 
the personal leadership of the Spirit in the individual and corporate life 
of Christianity. (See John 14:26.) Jesus recognized that His purposes 
of salvation would be accomplished through the power of the Holy 
Spirit bringing home to the consciences of individuals the import of the 
preached words of Jesus. It was the Spirit who enlightened the minds 
of our Lord’s auditors and brought to fruition a full harvest from the 
seeds of truth. In fact, when Jesus commenced His public ministry that 
Sabbath in the synagogue of Nazareth, it was with the recognition of 
the power and work of the Holy Spirit in His life, works, and teachings. 
(See Luke 4:18–19.)

In us Abba, Father! cry; 
Earnest of our bliss on high; 

Seal of Immortality, Comforter Divine.

The fact of the leadership of the Spirit in the life of Jesus is stressed 
in the accounts of His temptation after His baptism in terms like “led 
up of the Spirit” (Matthew 4:1), “the spirit driveth him” (Mark 1:12), “in 
the power of the Spirit” (Luke 4:14), and God gave His Son the Spirit 
“not…by measure” (John 3:34).
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Jesus could speak of Himself as Him whom God had sealed, and 
since it is by the Spirit of God that we are sealed, we remember the 
forecast of John the Baptist that Jesus would come as the Baptizer in the 
Holy Spirit. (See Ephesians 4:30; John 6:27.) The Spirit’s ascent upon 
Jesus attested or sealed the Father’s approval of His Son and gave great 
value to His teaching, not only about the Spirit, but about every other 
topic. Because of His own baptism with the Spirit by the Father, Jesus 
had the authority and ability to baptize in the Spirit. (See Matthew 
3:11; John 1:33.) It must be observed that the Gospels never speak 
about the baptism of the Holy Spirit but always in or with the Spirit, 
the element in whom we are baptized.

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie suggests that the chief source of Christ’s 
teaching on the Holy Spirit is His upper room discourse and the con-
tinuance of it on the way to Gethsemane (see John 14–16), and then 
he gives an outline of what Christ taught in His conversation with His 
own. But as there are valuable references to the Spirit’s ministry in the 
other three Gospels, which John does not mention, these too must be 
brought into the Master’s overall teaching on such an important theme. 
The following features are unmistakably plain.

A Person. To Jesus, the Holy Spirit was no mere influence or force 
or emanation from God but was a real Person as He Himself was, only 
without a visible body as Jesus had. All the elements of personality were 
His. For instance, terms of personality of the Spirit were continuously 
employed by Jesus. Pronouns like He, Him, and Himself are used frequent 
throughout the Gospels. (See Mark 12:36.) Count up the personal pro-
nouns Jesus used of the Spirit in John 14:16–17, 26; 15:26; 16:7–8, 13–14, 
and you will conclude that our fellowship is not with something but with 
Someone, not with an exertion of divine energy but with a Person of the 
Trinity, not with an it but with Him. The RV gives Him for it in Romans 
8:16, 26. True spiritual worship is dependent upon belief in the Spirit’s 
personality. 

Further, the qualities and operations of personality were attributed 
to the Holy Spirit by Jesus in His revelation of Him. The Spirit can teach, 
reveal, and communicate truth. (See John 14:26; 16:13.) The Spirit can 
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lead, receive, glorify, speak, announce, and assist. (See John 14:16, 26; 
15:26; 16:13–15; Mark 13:11.) 

The Spirit can impart joy and gladness. That Jesus Himself was 
anointed with the oil of gladness is evident from Luke’s account of the feel-
ings of Jesus when the seventy returned from their mission and reported 
what mighty things had been accomplished. (See Psalm 45:7; Hebrews 1:9.) 
“In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit” (Luke 10:21). Weymouth translates the 
phrase, “At that hour Jesus was filled by the Holy Spirit with a rapturous 
joy.” Paul reminds us that “the fruit of the Spirit is…joy” (Galatians 5:22–23), 
and the Spirit was the source of our Lord’s joy and is likewise the One who 
inspires us to be glad in the Lord. Twice over, Jesus declared His joy was ful-
filled in His disciples. Because of His inner fount of joy in the Spirit, Jesus 
carried no forbidding countenance but had a somewhat gracious and attrac-
tive person, drawing all classes, even children, to Him. Do we know what 
it is to have joy in God by the Spirit who indwells us? (See John 14:16–17.)

Further, Jesus believed not only in the personality of the Holy Spirit, 
but also in His deity. Had He not been the third Person of the blessed 
Trinity, the Spirit could never have accomplished the works ascribed to 
Him by Jesus. Only a divine Person can convict men of sin, regenerate 
the sinner’s heart, cast out demons, and judge Satan. Jesus plainly states 
that associations of deity were the Spirit’s (see Matthew 28:18–19; John 
14:16, 26; 16:14–15), attributes of deity were His (see John 14:17, 26; 
16:7, 12–13; Luke 2:26–27), and actions of deity were and continue to 
be His (see John 3:5; 16:8–14; Luke 4:1; 12:12).

As to the character of the Spirit, the same is indicated in the vari-
ous titles Jesus used of Him, each of which carries its own significance.

Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 16:13). The Holy Spirit inspired holy men 
to understand the truth, and then sent it forth. But the Spirit is not only 
the Revealer of truth, but a constant Witness to it. (See John 15:26–27; 
16:12–13.) The receptive and teachable minds of the apostles found their 
impression of the truths Jesus taught quickened by the Holy Spirit. He had 
promised the enlightening of the Spirit to lead His followers into a larger 
appreciation of His gospel. (See John 14:26.) Promises of the future light 
and leadership of the Spirit had to be coupled, however, with obedience to 
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qualify them for increased gifts of revelation. Jesus believed His disciples 
would remember the truth He taught them and that this truth would 
greatly extend the influence of His teaching through the enlightenment, 
illustrative presence, and leadership of the Spirit of truth who would spe-
cially empower the immature church after Pentecost. Thus, all the books 
of the New Testament became possible under the direct guidance of this 
selfsame Spirit. (See 1 Peter 1:11–12; 2 Peter 1:21.) What delight we expe-
rience when the Spirit of truth brings to our remembrance so many of the 
beautiful truths Jesus taught.

Holy Spirit (John 14:26; Luke 11:13). The Spirit is thus named one 
hundred times in Scripture under this title. Ghost, which is never used in 
the rv, is an old English word for spirit. The qualifying term Holy reminds 
us; not only of the Spirit’s own inherent holiness, but also that the Spirit 
is the source of our holiness. “Be ye holy, even as I am holy”—such a com-
mand can only be realized as the Holy Spirit imparts divine holiness.  

Spirit of Power (Luke 4:14, 18; 24:49; Acts 1:8; Romans 15:19). 
Power is the predominant feature of the Spirit’s ministry, and such power 
is not something but Someone. Power is the manifestation of the Spirit’s 
presence. This is evident in the life and work of Jesus. All the miracles of 
Jesus were performed through the Holy Spirit, especially the cure of demo-
niacs which was a conspicuous feature of the Master’s miraculous ministry. 
The disciples were promised that power would be theirs as the Holy Spirit 
came upon them. Jesus knew their preparation to continue His ministry 
on earth would come by the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, and apos-
tolic history reveals what the Spirit accomplished through the apostolate.

The Spirit’s unceasing power is seen in the conviction of sin (see John 
16:8; Acts 2:37), the regeneration of the sinner (see John 3:3, 5), and 
in the sanctification of the saved sinner (see John 17:17; 1 Corinthians 
6:11; 1 Peter 1:2).

The Finger of God (Luke 11:20; Matthew 12:28). It is Luke, the 
beloved physician, who tells us that Jesus used the illustration of a finger to 
describe the Holy Spirit as a medium of power. Head, arm, and fingers are 
united in any action. The head plans and directs; then the strength of the 
arm through the fingers carries out the plan. How marvelously the fingers 
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operate to carry out the dictates of the mind! The analogy resident in our 
Lord’s symbol of the Spirit as the finger of God is apparent. God is the Head, 
Jesus is spoken of as the Arm of salvation, and the Spirit is the Finger, fulfill-
ing the divine task both in the world (see John 16:8–11) and in the church 
(see John 14:26; 15:26; 16:12–15).

The Divine Comforter (John 14:16; 15:26). After announcing His 
coming departure from His own, Jesus exhorted the disciples not to be 
troubled in heart or mourn because of the coming separation. He would 
pray to the Father, and the Father would give them One like Himself to 
take His place. Jesus was careful to identify the coming comforter as the 
Spirit of truth and as the Holy Spirit. Such a title means an advocate, a 
pleader, a defender, and is transliterated paraclete, a term John applied 
to Jesus. (See 1 John 2:1; Romans 8:26.) Since Jesus had taught much 
about the Holy Spirit, it must have been assuring for the disciples to 
hear Him speak of the promised Comforter as the Spirit of your Father 
(see Matthew 10:20), the only time in Scripture He is thus named. 
Does such a title not imply that, like Jesus, the Spirit shares the care, 
concern, and compassion of the Father—the God of all comfort—for 
His children? Thus, the Comforter was to be like Jesus, represent Him 
in every way, and act as Jesus’ other self.

The statement, “It is expedient for you that I go away” (John 16:7), 
must have perplexed the disciples. How could it be suitable for Jesus to 
leave them in a world of evil? Because of the limitations of His human-
ity, Jesus could not be in more than one place at a time. If comforting 
the saints in Bethany, He could not be in Galilee consoling His follow-
ers there. Now, by His Spirit, from whose presence none can flee (see 
Psalm 139:7), He is everywhere at the same time. Wherever there is 
a child of God in need, the Comforter is there to console, strengthen, 
and intercede. Truly, great is this mystery of our godliness! Thus, the 
mission of Jesus, commissioned by the Father, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, continued after the ascension and will only cease when the 
church is raptured at Christ’s return.

Jesus recognized the unique ministry of the Holy Spirit, just as 
the early church lived under the impact of the Spirit’s presence and 



Comfort, a Divine Virtue  25

presidency, when Jesus warned against ill-treating or despising the 
Holy Spirit, who has been called the Vicar of Christ. The reception 
hall of the temple, so suitable for preaching and teaching with all sorts 
of people having access to Jesus without the formalities of invitation, 
was the place where He uttered some of His most famous sayings and 
discourses. For instance, it was there that He refuted the calumny of 
the Jewish rulers and declared their blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
(See Matthew 12:31–32; Mark 3:29–30.)

The Pharisees had condemned Christ Himself with blasphemy (see 
John 10:33, 36), and there was His forgiveness for that, but for blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit there was no forgiveness, either now or 
hereafter. Those scribes and Pharisees knew in their hearts that Jesus 
was virtuous and a true representative of God, yet they declared that 
He achieved His works by the power of Beelzebub, identifying Jesus 
with Satan. (See Luke 11:18.) Thus, calling good evil and speaking of 
evil as being good, they were in grave danger of deadening or killing 
their conscience. Prejudice and pride can blind men to that which is of 
God and lead them to attribute the working of the Spirit of God to evil 
energies and motives.

The unspeakably solemn topic of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
reminds us that if such a sin cannot be forgiven, neither in this world 
nor in the world to come, how great is our need of forgiveness before we 
reach this irretrievable state. This particular sin is a state of heart and 
mind rather than an isolated act. We have the divine assurance that 
the blood of Jesus Christ is able to cleanse us from all sin, but what 
is finally unpardonable is the willful, conscious, and final rejection of 
the pardon God offers man in Christ. There are those who live in fear 
that they have committed this unpardonable sin, but the very fear they 
manifest is evidence that they have not committed it, for those who have 
are insensitive to any fear. Only those who are hardened in heart can 
attribute a work of mercy and kindness and goodness on the part of 
Christ to the power of Satan. Fear of committal of this sin against the 
Holy Spirit is one of the devil’s devices to keep despairing hearts from 
Him who prayed for His murderers, “Father, forgive them; for they know 
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not what they do” (Luke 23:34). The solemn task of the teacher is to warn 
sinners of the peril of procrastination with emphasis upon the old time 
call “To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 4:7).

Jesus summed up His teaching concerning the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit saying that His death would prepare the way for the coming of 
the Spirit to His church and that without His death on the cross the 
gracious work of the Spirit in the church would not be possible. (See 
John 16:7.) Through all Jesus accomplished by His death, resurrection, 
and ascension, the gifts and graces are now possible for believers to 
appropriate. (See Galatians 5:22–23; 1 Corinthians 12:1–11; Ephesians 
4:4–13.) The power of the Holy Spirit in our lives today is limited only 
by the degree of our willingness and capacity to experience the Spirit’s 
fullness. (See Ephesians 5:18.)

Because the teachings of Jesus have a purifying effect and also form 
a basis of fruitful praying (see John 15:3, 7), how important it is to give 
heed to His prominent instruction concerning the Holy Spirit. In His 
reference to the quickening power of the Spirit, “It is the Spirit that gives 
life” (John 6:63 nasb), Jesus went on to affirm that the truths He taught 
“are Spirit and are life.” Godet says that the meaning of the declaration 
of Jesus is, 

My words are the incarnation and communication of the Spirit; 
it is the Spirit who dwells in them and acts through them; and 
for this reason they communicate life.

COMFORT FROM THE SCRIPTURES

The Bible presents the sublime revelation of the God of all com-
fort, and was written by holy men directly inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
the ever-present Comforter, whose mission it is to lead and guide us 
into all truth. What else could we expect the Bible to be but a well-
filled treasury of comforting promises and precepts? Did not the apostle 
declare that “things which were written before were written for our learn-
ing, that we through the patience and comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope” (Romans 15:4 nkjv)? From the very beginning of the recorded 



Comfort, a Divine Virtue  27

word, countless multitudes have found comfort and encouragement in 
the experiences of Bible characters and in the truths the Spirit enabled 
them to set forth.

No matter what our calling may be or the trials, sorrows, and disap-
pointments besieging our pathway, there is always a consoling passage 
to suit our need, to send us on our way rejoicing. To the tired and weary, 
the Bible is “the word to him that is weary” (Isaiah 50:4). To the student, 
it makes him “wiser than his teachers” (Psalm 119:99). To the preacher, 
it is ever “in season and out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2). To the dying, its 
soothing words “are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).

Holy Bible, precious Book 
Into thee I love to look. 

Thou art comfort in distress 
And so many thou canst bless. 

—Author Unknown

Whether in times of need, weakness, sickness, poverty, distress, or 
sin, the Bible has the very message enabling us to manifest “longsuffer-
ing with joyfulness” and to accept and believe that all things, even the 
most unwelcome, work together for good, if we are truly the Lord’s. (See 
Colossians 1:11.) The poetess I. S. Stephenson left us the stanza:

When in sorrow, when in danger, when in loneliness, 
In thy love look down and comfort their distress.

This is what God does, when, in our tribulation, He directs us 
to some heartening word of His. Solomon makes the bride request, 
“Comfort me with apples” (Song of Solomon 2:5). She wanted to experi-
ence the restoring fragrance of this famous fruit and to be sustained by 
its nourishing quality. For the church, which is His bride, the apples 
can represent His promises and manifold grace to her, the merit of her 
Husband, the sense of His love, and the fruits of His life, death, and 
resurrection.

In a truer and fuller way, the tribute of the woman of Tekoah (as she 
came before the king) may be applied to the Word of God: “The word 
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of my lord the king shall now be comfortable” (2 Samuel 14:17). His words 
are ever soothing and satisfying. When all other comforts flee, He and 
His Word abide with us.

When saints come to the valley of the shadow of death, they fear no 
evil, seeing that His rod and staff comfort them. (See Psalm 23:4.) No 
wonder dear George Herbert of the early sixteenth century could write, 
“The Book of books, the storehouse and magazine of life and comfort, 
the Holy Scriptures.” The psalmist said, “Mine eyes fail for thy word, 
saying, when wilt thou comfort me?” (Psalm 119:82). We never approach 
Scripture with such a question in vain. It is through the comfort of the 
Scriptures hope is born, for it is every the joy and rejoicing of our heart. 
Through the prophecies and promises we are always comforted. (See 
1 Corinthians 14:31; Psalm 119:52.)

COMFORT BY ANGELS

Zechariah gives us a beautiful glimpse of angelic ministry: “The 
Lord answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfort-
able words” (Zechariah 1:13). The last five words literally mean words, 
consolations, and the subject of those consolatory words is the love of 
Jehovah for His people. The promise of her full establishment is pre-
dicted by Jeremiah and other prophets. (See Jeremiah 29:10–11.) The 
mission of angels is a most profitable study. One striking feature of the 
service of these heavenly visitants is that their appearance to those on 
earth was generally of a consoling, encouraging nature.

How comforted the frightened shepherds were when they heard 
an angelic voice announce, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11). 
Surely our desolate world has never received a happier message than 
this! The angels guarded and consoled Jesus during His fierce contest 
with the devil. (See Matthew 4:10–11.) During His terrible agony in 
the garden of Gethsemane, when He sweated, as it were, great drops of 
blood, “there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him” 
(Luke 22:43). This privileged angel fortified Jesus and sustained His 
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sinking nature for the fierce struggle with a cruel foe. How consoled He 
must have been by the angel’s presence and assistance!

COMFORT BY CHRISTIANS

In 1 Corinthians, Paul, without any self-adulation, would exhort 
the believers in Corinth, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” 
(1  Corinthians 11:1 nasb). It has been said that without an original 
there can be no imitation. Paul’s imitation of the Christ he dearly loved 
and sacrificially served was no artificial, manufactured likeness. Paul 
was possessed by Him; it was Jesus who reproduced Himself through 
the life and labors of the apostle. Prominent among the heavenly virtues 
Paul imitated was that of comfort. He wrote of the “everlasting consola-
tion” and “comfort [for]…hearts” (2 Thessalonians 2:17), the Lord Jesus 
gave His own and of the need to comfort others as the outcome of being 
initially comforted of God. Paul’s ministry was conspicuous for its con-
soling influence, even as it was in the witness of other Bible saints.

Paul also tells the Corinthians that those declaring the oracles 
of God should do so not only for edification, but for comfort. (See 
1 Corinthians 14:3.) The word Paul used here means kindly, soothingly, 
implying persuasive power and great tenderness. When he wrote to the 
Philippians about consolation in Christ and “comfort of love” (Philippians 
2:1), he employed a term implying the instrument wherewith the com-
forter acts, namely, with soothing and consoling words. In his contact 
with others, he constantly showed this comfort of love. There was noth-
ing cold or perfunctory about his words and acts of comfort. Such com-
fort may be misunderstood, as was the motivation of David when he 
sent his servants to comfort Hanun on the death of his father. (See 
2 Samuel 10:2.) The leaders treated the agents of comfort as spies and 
shamefully humiliated them. (See 1 Chronicles 19:1–5.)

Commending his fellow-workers who had comforted him, Paul 
used a further word for comfort, which was the verbal form of a word 
employed in medicine meaning “to allay irritation.” (See Colossians 
4:11.) It was in this way the friends he names greatly helped him in his 
arduous ministry. (See Colossians 4:7–11.)
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Paul reveals his heart when he rebukes the carnal Corinthians for 
their treatment of one who had them in his heart. The care of the church 
at Corinth was a heavy, irksome load, yet the apostle was “filled with com-
fort” (2 Corinthians 7:4). Beset by fighting and fears within, he could 
write, “Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comfor-
teth us by the coming of Titus” (2 Corinthians 7:6–7), who himself had 
been greatly consoled by others. (See 1 Thessalonians 3:7.) Then there 
was Tychicus who, like Paul, was an imitator of the divine Comforter. 
The apostle sent Tychicus to comfort the hearts of believers in Ephesus 
and in Colossae. (See Ephesians 6:22; Colossians 4:8.)

Other imitators of the comfort of God mentioned in Scripture 
are worthy of reference. God Himself was the divine Original, for He 
said of Israel, His adulterous wife, “I will allure her, and bring her into 
the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her” (Hosea 2:14). “Hezekiah 
spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of 
the Lord” (2 Chronicles 30:22). Here, the Hebrew word for “comfort-
ably” means “to the hearts of all.” When the land was threatened by 
the invasion of Sennacherib, Hezekiah spake comfortably again to his 
people, urging them not to be afraid of the arm of flesh, but they were 
terrified by what would happen if the godless ruler was triumphant. 
(See 2 Chronicles 32:6–7.) There may be times in our own experience 
when well-intentioned comfort is spurned.

Job suffered much at the hands of his “miserable comforters” (Job 
16:2). Still, after his severe trials were over, he was gratified by all his 
relatives and friends who came and “comforted him over all the evil that 
the Lord had brought upon him” (Job 42:11). They were, indeed, merry 
comforters. Isaiah was commissioned by the divine Comforter to speak 
“comfortably to Jerusalem” (Isaiah 40:2), which he did with mighty effect, 
as chapters 40 and 41 of his prophecy reveal.

Sympathetic Jews, learning of the death of Lazarus, hastened to his 
heartbroken sisters, Mary and Martha, to assure them of their deep 
sympathy in the family’s bereavement. At such a time even the presence 
of understanding friends is a consolation. (See John 11:19–31.) Think 
of Barnabas, the Levite, who sold all his land and gave the money to the 
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fast-growing church. He certainly lived up to the meaning of his name, 
“the son of consolation” (Acts 4:36). How the apostles must have been 
heartened and strengthened by his sacrificial gift!

We live in a desolate, cold, and loveless world. All around us are 
distressed hearts waiting for a comforter with a human face and sym-
pathetic word to come their way. Are there neighbors who would be 
greatly cheered by a visit from you? Comforted of God, go out and com-
fort them which are in any trouble.

Praise be to God…who comforts us in all our affliction so that we 
may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the com-
fort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.   
 (2 Corinthians 1:4 nasb)

Did you hear the loving word? 
Pass it on! 

Like the singing of a bird? 
Pass it on! 

Let its music live and grow; 
Let it cheer another’s woe; 

You have reaped what others sow— 
Pass it on! 

—Author Unknown

COMFORTED IN DEATH

It might seem macabre to speak of this last enemy awaiting destruc-
tion as a consoler. It seems he floods the world with tears. Yet in his 
poetic tribute to Robert Louis Stevenson, W. E. Henley could write of,

The friendly and comforting breast 
Of the old nurse, death.

Longfellow, too, in Evangeline, has the beautiful couplet:

And, she looked around, she saw how death, the consoler, 
Laying his hand upon many a heart, had healed it forever.
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Could it perhaps have been this sentiment Paul had in mind when 
he wrote “to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21 niv)? Lazarus, the crippled 
beggar, full of sores, living on scraps from the rich man’s table, had no 
comforts whatever in this life. There were no comforters to relieve his 
destitution. Death to him was indeed his consoler, for the angels came 
and carried him to paradise where he was comforted (see Luke 16:25); 
but the rich man, who had all the artificial comforters money could 
buy, did not find death’s breath comforting. No angelic consolation was 
his at the end. Out he went into an eternity of unrelieved torment and 
remorse for not sharing his good things with a comfortless beggar. In 
Christ, death to us will indeed be a great consoler, for it will mean not 
only an absence from a body of sin, but we will find ourselves at home 
with the Lord. Thus, we can sing in triumph with the apostle,

Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 (1 Corinthians 15:55–57 niv)

His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation. All the peoples of the earth are regarded 
as nothing. He does as He pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: 
“What have you done?” (Daniel 4:34–35 niv)


