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PREFACE

There are several matters of a critical nature which do not 
come within the scope of this book; such as the quotations 
from it in the Gospels and the difference in style between the 
earlier and later chapters. These are questions that must be 
discussed before another audience than that which I address, 
and by a more competent hand.

It has been my single aim to give the salient features and 
lessons of each chapter, with the object of alluring the Bible 
student to a more searching and careful acquaintance with 
this prophet.

Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi complete the Old 
Testament canon—their faces turned toward the sunrise, 
but conscious that darkness still brooded deep over their 
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contemporaries. They remind one of the crisp breeze that 
awakes a little before the dawn and announces its advent to 
hush itself into silence and expectancy till the sun appears.

As one who has found spoil, which he would fain share, 
the author writes across this prophetic treatise, “Dig here”; 
and hopes that many will be attracted by Zechariah’s holy 
and eager spirit, through which God spoke.

The title of this little book lays stress on one thought 
which pervades the prophecy of Zechariah. He is preemi-
nently the prophet, as the apostle Peter is the apostle of hope.

—F. B. Meyer
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CHAPTER 1

THE PERMANENCE OF 
GOD’S WORDS

(Zechariah 1:1–6)

The prophet Zechariah was born in the latter years of the 
captivity in Babylon. His name means “one whom Jehovah 
remembers.” It was evidently a common name among the 
chosen people, as it is borne by several others in the course 
of Old Testament story. How good it is to be always sure that 
God thinks of us—even when we forget or believe not! He 
remains faithful. 

I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me.   
 (Psalm 40:17)

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, 
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they are more in number than the sand.  
  (Psalm 139:17–18)

Zechariah came of a priestly family. His grandfather Iddo 
is expressly mentioned as accompanying Zerubbabel, the 
prince of Judah, and Joshua, the high priest, back to their des-
olated country. (See Ezra 2:1–2; Nehemiah 12:4.) His father, 
Berechiah, probably died when Zechariah was yet a child, and 
the boy was reared by the grandfather; he is therefore spoken 
of as the son of Iddo, and from the earliest, his young mind 
must have been imbued with the traditions and habits of the 
priestly class.

The first expedition of exiles, to which we have referred, 
reached Palestine about twenty years before our story opens. 
The immense majority of the Jews were too well circum-
stanced in the wealthy land of their conquerors to be in any 
hurry to return; and only some fifty thousand souls had risked 
the dangers of the desert and the privations of the new settle-
ment—but these would comprise, without doubt, the flower 
of the race for piety and national pride.

The majority of the returned exiles probably betook 
themselves to their ancestral portions in various parts of the 
country, only a comparatively small number settling among 
the charred and blackened ruins of Jerusalem. The book of 
Lamentations describes, in elegiacs broken with sobs, the con-
dition of the city, as their forefathers had left it seventy years 
before; and that period of desolation and waste must have still 
further added to the despair of the situation.

How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a 
cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the 
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earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his foot-
stool in the day of his anger! The Lord hath swallowed up 
all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath 
thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daugh-
ter of Judah….He burned against Jacob like a flaming 
fire….He hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if 
it were of a garden: he hath destroyed his places of the 
assembly.  (Lamentations 2:1–3, 6)

Amid these piles of blackened ruins, the handful of impov-
erished captives settled; and for some time after their arrival, 
they occupied themselves in rearing dwellings and in setting 
up some at least of those religious observances of which for 
so long they had been necessarily deprived. (See Ezra 3:3–6.) 
The foundation of the new temple was laid shortly afterward 
amid shouts of joy, which were overborne by the noise of 
weeping on the part of those who had seen the first house in 
its glory—the “ancient men” (Ezra 3:12).

It was a fair dawn but was soon overcast; for the enemies 
of the returned people set themselves to poison the mind of 
Artaxerxes (Smerdis), who, being a usurper and a magician, 
did not feel bound to respect the decree of Cyrus and ordered 
the cessation of the work. And it ceased for fifteen years. (See 
Ezra 4.) At the end of that time, Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo began to stir their fellow country-
men to resume their neglected toils. The political horizon had 
undergone a great change in the interval; and there was every 
reason to hope that Darius, who had headed a successful con-
spiracy against the usurping Smerdis, and had lately ascended 
the Persian throne, would be favorable to the purpose of the 
Jewish exiles, since he was a monotheist and zealous for the 



10  The Prophet of Hope

restoration of pure and spiritual religion. So it afterward 
proved. (See Ezra 5–6.)

But the great difficulty experienced by the prophets was 
with the Jews themselves. “The time is not come,” they said, 
“the time that the Lord’s house should be built” (Haggai 1:2). In 
the meanwhile, they were living in ceiled houses, while God’s 
house lay waste.

First Haggai spoke. On the first day of the sixth month of 
the second year of Darius, he pointed to the disasters beneath 
which the country was groaning, that the dews of heaven were 
stayed and the earth was unproductive; that a drought lay 
upon the land and upon the mountains, upon the corn and 
wine and oil, upon men and cattle, and upon all the labor of 
their hands; that they sowed much and brought in little; ate 
and had not enough; drank and were not filled; clothed them-
selves but were not warm; earned wages which were dissipated 
as though holes were at the bottom of the bag—and urged 
that all these misfortunes were intended by God as a remon-
strance against their laxity and an incentive to diligence. 

Why? saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that 
is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.   
 (Haggai 1:9)

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of 
the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and 
the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God 
had sent him, and the people did fear before the Lord. 
Then spake Haggai the Lord’s messenger in the Lord’s 
message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the 
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Lord. And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of 
Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit 
of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did 
work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, in the 
four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second 
year of Darius the king.  (Haggai 1:12–15)

In the following month (the seventh of the year), a very 
encouraging word came again through the mouth of Haggai, 
predicting that the latter glory of the new temple should even 
excel that of the former one; a glory not of gold or silver or pre-
cious stones, but the spiritual radiance and splendor of Him 
who was to be the desire of all nations, and whose advent was 
destined to invest that building with eternal significance and 
interest. (See Haggai 2:1–9.)

The month after, “the word of the Lord came unto 
Zechariah” (Zechariah 7:8). Probably the Word of the Lord is 
ever circling through the world, as the waves of wireless cables 
through the air; but there needs an anointed, prepared, and 
receptive heart to receive and translate the sacred impressions. 
In the case of the prophets, however, there would be more 
than this. They spoke as they were moved or borne along by 
the Holy Spirit. When the apostle speaks of the senses being 
exercised to discern good and evil, he suggests that, to each 
sense of the body, there is a corresponding one of the soul; and 
this, like that, may become more or less acute. Seek after the 
quickened, spirit-touched soul-sense!

Be still and strong, 
O man, my brother! hold thy sobbing breath, 
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And keep thy soul’s large window pure from wrong,— 
That so, as life’s appointment issueth, 
Thy vision may be clear to watch along 
The sunset consummation-lights of death.1

Zechariah prefaces his prophecies with a very tender 
message. True, he does not slur over the sins of the past. “The 
Lord hath been sore displeased with your fathers” (Zechariah 
1:2). The memory of that displeasure was only too recent, 
the signs too obvious; but he hastens to accentuate the divine 
pitifulness and tender mercy. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
Turn ye unto me…, and I will turn unto you” (verse 3). There 
never yet was a backslider for whose return the infinite love of 
God did not yearn, and after whom it did not send messages 
like this. In this the divine love exceeds human love. Even our 
Lord could not depict the father of the prodigal sending mes-
sages into the far country, where he sat among the swine; but 
this is precisely what God does. Can you not hear the peal of 
the silver bells, borne across the valley? “Return! return!” And 
when you are yet a great way off, the Father will see you and, 
being moved with compassion, will run and fall on your neck, 
kiss you much, and reinstate you where you were at first. He 
remembers sins no more.

The only fear was lest God should call in vain. “Be ye not as 
your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried…but they 
did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lord” (Zechariah 
1:4). Though the chosen people had suffered so terribly, there 
was a pitiful possibility of the obstinacy of the former genera-
tion reappearing in this. Each generation insists on trying its 

1. Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Prospect.”
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own bitter experiences, unwarned by the experiences of the 
preceding.

“Your fathers, where are they?” (Zechariah 1:5). They were 
rebellious and sinned, and have passed away under the divine 
judgments. “And the prophets, do they live forever?” (verse 5). 
But even though the lips that utter the divine Word wax cold 
in death, the Word itself remains; and it shall have an ever-
abiding force. “But my words and my statutes, which I com-
manded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your 
fathers” (verse 6) as a foe overtakes the flying fugitive? So much 
so as to extort from them a confession of the righteousness of 
their doom; and they turned and said, “Like as the Lord of 
hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways,…so hath he 
dealt with us” (verse 6).

The conclusion is forcible and clear. The prophet may die, 
but the divine Word remains. Heaven and earth may pass 
away, but no word of God shall fail. All flesh is as grass, and 
all the glory thereof as the flower of grass, more transient still. 
But the Word of the Lord is incorruptible; it lives and abides 
forever. The fulfilled predictions of the past—whether threat-
enings like those which befell the Jews, or promises like those 
realized in the advent of our Lord—all confirm the certainty 
that no word from God is void of power. Let us give the more 
earnest heed then to His invitations, warnings, threatenings, 
and promises, fashioning the whole course of our lives by 
them and ever remembering that they are the asseverations of 
“the Lord of hosts.”

That title is specially applied to the divine Being by the 
three post-exilic prophets. It occurs in this introduction, five 
times in six verses. How significant! Though the Jews had seen 
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the vast hosts of their enemies arrayed against them in battle, 
or marshaled in their own distant lands, they were assured 
that their Jehovah had vaster squadrons yet; and that all the 
powers of nature, all the restless wills of men, all the unseen 
kingdoms of the dead, and all the principalities and powers 
of the heaven the archangels, angels, seraphim, and cherubim 
stood obedient to His sovereign sway, going, coming, doing 
this or that, as He chose. Look up, child of God! Thy Father 
is also the great King, who does as He will “in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth” (Daniel 4:35). 
“Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his 
pleasure” (Psalm 103:21).


