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I dedicate this book to the following:
The Assemblies of God: 
My entire upbringing was in the Assemblies of God. Some of the finest 
people I’ve ever met are a part of that movement. I am so thankful to 
have been raised in such an environment, where both the Holy Spirit 
and the Word of God were honored at such a high level. From that fam-
ily of believers, I received a passion for the work of the Holy Spirit and 
the missionary endeavors around the world. The cry of the nations will 
always be in my ears because the people of the Assemblies of God said 
yes to the Great Commission. I am forever grateful for such a wonderful 
heritage.

Jack Hayford and the Foursquare Church: 
Initially, it was my dad who was profoundly impacted by Dr. Jack 
Hayford, which, in turn, affected my life. In time, I was also exposed to 
this general in God’s army. His impact is beyond my ability to describe. 
The annual pastors’ conference at Church on the Way was life-changing 
in every possible way. I saw pastoral ministry modeled in a way that was 
rare and inspiring, and learned firsthand how to lead people in the ulti-
mate ministry of worship. There we had the privilege of hearing from a 
great number of Foursquare leaders of that era. Dr. Hayford’s friendship 



has been a great strength and encouragement to me. I am forever grateful 
for the wisdom and grace that has left an eternal mark on how I think, 
live, and serve.

John Wimber and the Vineyard Movement: 
The Vineyard helped me to see that the realm of the Holy Spirit that I 
thought was reserved for the super saints was actually for everyone. Through 
their example, I lost all excuses and felt required (of the Lord) to take risks 
to see what God would do through me. While I never had the privilege of 
meeting John, the simple opportunity to attend two conferences at which 
he spoke completely changed my life. The year was 1987. The humility and 
total absence of hype gave me hope that I, too, could be used by God to dis-
play the power of the gospel. I am forever indebted to the Wimber family 
and the Vineyard Movement.

Rodney Howard-Browne: 
This man left his homeland of South Africa to be a missionary to the 
United States. And I’m so thankful. He carries such a powerful Spirit of 
breakthrough that countless people have been forever changed by his min-
istry—and I am one of them. He carries revival in his bones. His ability to 
stay committed to what he feels God is doing, regardless of public opinion, 
has inspired courage in many of us. His emphasis on the Holy Spirit and 
the Word of God has brought an ongoing level of revival that in times past 
was thought to be out of reach. It’s not so. He has taught us how the move 
of the Holy Spirit can be the norm. And I am forever grateful.

Revival Alliance: 
This group is comprised of six couples, each with corresponding networks 
of churches, ministries, and leaders. They are John and Carol Arnott, 
Randy and DeAnne Clark, Rolland and Heidi Baker, Ché and Sue Ahn, 
Georgian and Winnie Banov, and Beni and me. Each couple leads a move-
ment of thousands of churches and leaders around the world and could 
easily be on my above list of their own accord. I am forever indebted to each 
of them. Their selfless lifestyles, passion for the lost, cry for the increasing 



move of the Holy Spirit, and willingness to pay any price for the “more of 
God” have left a permanent mark upon my life. I will never ever be the 
same. These are some of my most treasured friends.

Bethel Church Pastoral Team: 
These are the people who have paid the biggest price to follow the things 
God has put in my heart. There are no words—at least there are no ad-
equate words—to describe my love and value for each member of this 
amazing team. We’ve shared victories that I’d only read of on the pages of 
Scripture or in the books on church history. But we’ve also endured trag-
edy and loss in ways that either cause shipwreck and fear to rule the day or 
forge an immutable bond between people who truly become family. This 
group has repeatedly chosen the latter, embracing the privilege of “family” 
over and above personal ministry goals. To these my friends, I owe my life.

—Bill Johnson
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Foreword

I wish I had written this book!

As I moved from the introduction and first chapter through the 
body of Defining Moments, I was prophetically moved and inspired. A 
large portion of my ministry has always been concerned with church his-
tory, and this book—so wonderfully written by Bill Johnson with Jennifer 
Miskov—will be a treasured part of my personal library.

From John Wesley to Heidi Baker, we have the joy and privilege of 
experiencing these leaders’ extraordinary encounters with God, as well 
as their lowest moments. We witness their complete dependence on Him 
who empowers them to rise again and again, stronger and wiser and more 
powerful than before. And He will do the same for us!

Anyone who has loved and served the Lord for any length of time 
has had times of trial and testing. Trial and testing is “Bible speak” 
for a really terrible time! The devil tells us that God’s promises are 
just whims and that our dreams will become nightmares. When we go 
through such times, we need to read this book. But if we are doing well 
and everything in our lives is bright and beautiful, we also need to read 
this book!
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Today, we must have a revelation that the church is not broken up into 
segments of time and movements through history. We must see ourselves 
as our Father sees us: a body that is coming to maturity in loving submis-
sion to our glorious Head and carrying His resurrection Light within! We 
have been the bride of Christ from the moment Jesus breathed His Spirit 
into and upon His followers, and we will be His bride until the last soul 
enters His kingdom—and throughout eternity. The church includes all 
generations of believers.

We hear people say, “Let’s not reinvent the wheel.” Our wheel was “in-
vented” the moment Jesus rose from the dead—and He is the Wheel! It 
has taken us centuries to learn how to live and move and have our being in 
Him, but I believe the church is in a position right now to become fully op-
erational, doing the greater works of Jesus in the earth to the glory of God.

The insight and revelation that Bill and Jennifer give us in this book 
help us to grow into the full stature of Christ for the challenges of these 
final days. The lives and ministries of the giants of faith they describe im-
part immeasurable wisdom with regard to revival: obeying the Word and 
trusting the Spirit as we experience all the wonder and excitement—as 
well as the shock, demonic activity, and messiness—that come with a great 
awakening. We need always to be reminded of who we are, whose we are, 
and how we are to relate to one another as members of Jesus’ body.

Let us glean from this great work and faithfully forge ahead in the 
Holy Spirit momentum of our brothers and sisters, these great men and 
women of God who have gone before us. We must stand with them by 
moving in Him. Jesus is calling us to walk through powerful doors to disci-
ple nations, doors that those who have had extraordinary encounters with 
God have opened for us.

Read and be inspired to be brave and bold!

—Roberts Liardon 
Author, God’s Generals series
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Introduction

Defining Moments is about the unusual encounters that various 
individuals have had with God that changed absolutely every-

thing about their life. Their thought life changed, as did their ministry 
gifts and their sense of what might be possible in their lifetime. Each per-
son’s worldview also experienced radical transformation, as he or she was 
positioned to see the “big picture” through God’s eyes. But for most of 
them, perhaps their biggest paradigm shift came in relation to their idea 
of the nature of God and their ability to feel His heart for other people. 
Seeing these things more clearly always carries a summons with it. They 
said yes to the call of God and, as a result, became people who shaped the 
course of world history.

Here is the remarkable truth about each of these individuals: not one 
of them was unusually gifted for such a task. Their gift was God Himself. 
All of our heroes of the faith were pretty normal people. But that changed 
when the touch of God upon their lives transformed everything.

In some ways, Defining Moments is the most unusual book I have writ-
ten. I coauthored this work with Dr. Jennifer A. Miskov. I asked her to 
help with this project because of her passion for revival, her love for history, 
and her gift for research. This made her an obvious choice. I knew what I 
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was looking for in the lives of some of our heroes in church history, but I 
needed help in finding it. She not only found the important information, 
but she also wrote it in a way that didn’t need my help in rewriting. As a 
result, Jen wrote the lion’s share of this work. I am thankful for the help, 
and I hope that you will find this book to be a great encouragement.

These things are written to stir up a passion in each of our lives for the 
tomorrows that hold great promise! This is a book of hope. It speaks of the 
more that God alone can offer.

Dreaming with God, 
Bill Johnson
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1

Brace Yourself!

I have had the privilege of meeting many high-profile men and wom-
en of God throughout my years as a pastor and a leader. Thankfully, 

it is extremely rare to find someone whose integrity outside the pulpit is 
less than it is inside. They have paid a high price for being in their place 
of responsibility and influence, and they deserve undying respect and love 
from the people of God. I know of few who look for attention or credit 
for what God does in and through them. They are truly Christlike in 
their approach to life and ministry, and I am better off just for knowing 
them.

Interestingly, those positions of influence were never anything they 
desired or sought after. Instead, God gave positions to people whom He 
could trust to lead—and to lead well. They first hungered for Him. Their 
longing for more of God is what brought them into life-changing encoun-
ters in which God entrusted them with Himself. “[He was] not ashamed to 
be called their God” (Hebrews 11:16). This must be the ultimate crowning 
touch on a life—having God want to manifest Himself upon you and with 
you. That was His message to Moses, who questioned his own qualifica-
tions for service. God’s answer to him was, “Certainly I will be with you” 
(Exodus 3:12 nasb). There is no greater qualification than that.
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If there is one thing I have noticed about all these leaders, it is that 
they are very normal people. Media reports and rumors (and sometimes 
the legitimate report of God’s blessing on their lives) have created larger-
than-life images of these down-to-earth people. Each has idiosyncrasies, 
for sure, as we all do. But each also has very strong giftings, or graces, 
from God. Gifts are common; every one of us has them. What’s more im-
portant is that each one of these leaders has possessed a love for God that 
dominates everything they are and everything they do. It is their simple 
devotion to Christ that stands out above every other feature in their lives.

A Secret Life in God
Whenever I’ve had the opportunity to look a bit more behind the 

scenes of these leaders’ lives, I’ve discovered that they usually have had a 
moment or an encounter with God that changed everything. For some, 
there were several such moments. When the normal encounters the ex-
traordinary, everything changes. It must.

All these leaders have always been willing to share their story if it 
would help to encourage and inspire others. But I have not seen any of 
them use their testimony for self-promotion or to appear “spiritual.” People 
who have had extreme encounters with God never feel super-spiritual. The 
apostle Paul is a great example of this. He had one of the most profound 
encounters with Jesus ever recorded. (See Acts 9:1–22.) The result was that 
he considered himself to be the least of all the apostles—not even quali-
fied to be called an apostle—because of his persecution of the church. (See 
1 Corinthians 15:9.) In fact, he thought himself as the least of all saints. 
(See Ephesians 3:8.) I don’t believe that Paul was attempting to project an 
image of humility. He was baring his soul in a way that must have been 
painful. Never do we grow beyond our realization of our need of God’s 
grace. And the apostle illustrated this truth very well.

Real God-encounters don’t manifest in pride. And such encounters are 
measured by the impact on the person who had them, and then on those 
who were under that person’s influence. Week after week, I stand amazed 
at the impact that so many people today have on the world around them 
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when I know that, just a short time ago, none of them would have been 
picked as the most likely to succeed. Of such is the kingdom of God.

A Theology of Encounter
It fascinates me to see how change is brought into people’s lives. 

Exposure to the divine truly transforms everything about us: how we 
think, how we live, and how we plan for the future. While I don’t under-
stand the way in which this happens, it is biblical, and I’ve seen this reality 
in countless individuals’ lives.

The apostle John stated that Jesus is the light that enlightens everyone 
who comes into the world. (See John 1:9.) John then expounded on the 
subject by describing the authority to become that is given to those who 
receive this light. (See John 1:12.) The most interesting outcome is what 
happens to those who receive this light. They become light! (See Matthew 
5:14.) Lest there be any misunderstanding, Jesus is the light Source within 
every believer. But the Scripture does not command us to “‘arise and reflect,’ 
for your light has come.” It says to “arise and shine”! (See Isaiah 60:1.) The 
follower of Jesus is able to shine.

In another metaphor, Jesus encourages us to come to Him and drink. 
(See John 7:37.) In the very next verse, He states that out of our innermost 
being will flow rivers of living water. Think of it—those who drink become 
givers of water themselves. In other words, when water was received, water 
could flow. Another way to put it is that once life is received, life flows. We 
become givers of the very thing that has transformed us.

This truth is quite profound. The way God touches us changes who we 
are and what we are capable of doing in His name. These defining moments 
transform us into fully equipped servants of the Lord.

Prepare for What Is Coming!
At first glance, Defining Moments appears to be a book about history. 

In part, that is true. But I honestly wouldn’t spend my time writing a book 
solely about the past. That has already been done brilliantly over and over 
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again by people much more qualified for such a task. This work is prophetic 
in nature, because it is about tomorrow. Page after page describes what has 
been promised to happen again.

I live for what is coming. My whole life is about what I believe God 
wants to do in my lifetime and beyond. So, let me whet your appetite for 
something almost everyone is concerned with—the future. This book is a 
prophecy over our lives. Read it with a sense of readiness and watch what 
happens.

These stories carry a prophetic anointing for all who have ears to hear. 
In a sense, each chapter is a summons to appear in the courts of heaven, 
where the course of history is determined. From this position, we will to-
gether hear His heart for this “planet of orphans” by looking at His works 
of the past.

God gives people encounters with Him, and these encounters make a 
supreme difference in their lives from that point on. Here are accounts of 
real people who changed the course of world history. But their stories are 
much more than a glance into the past. In fact, the high points of church 
history reveal to us more about God and His purposes in the earth. The 
low points simply reveal what happens when people interfere with those 
purposes. The following chapters are just a handful of the countless 
thousands of reported encounters with God that could be studied. Yet 
what you are about to read will prophesy about our future from God’s 
perspective.

The Power of Testimonies
Testimonies prophesy. They reveal the nature of God, which never 

changes. The two profound truths upon which this book is built are (1) God 
does not show partiality (see Acts 10:34), and (2) God is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever (see Hebrews 13:8). These realities qualify every reader 
for the seemingly impossible task of seeing “the kingdoms of this world…
become the kingdoms of our [God]” (Revelation 11:15).

Can we expect an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our day that changes 
the atmosphere and the values of the whole body of Christ? Can we expect 
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a move of God that brings a transformational effect on entire cities and na-
tions? It has happened before. History is now looking for a generation who 
will rise up and live in such a way that it will happen again—but this time 
through the accumulated effect of all past revivals and awakenings. We are 
not looking for a simple repeat of a past event or even an unusual season of 
divine favor. On the contrary, we are looking for a full expression of God’s 
interventions throughout history to culminate in these days that are upon 
us. We are dependent on this happening to complete what He has assigned 
us to accomplish—to disciple nations, until the kingdoms of this world be-
come the kingdoms of our God.

I’d like to conclude this chapter with an excerpt about restoration from 
my book Release the Power of Jesus:

HISTORY PROPHESIES

On July 17, 1859, Charles Spurgeon brought forth a message 
entitled, “The Story of God’s Mighty Acts.” One hundred and fifty 
years ago, he declared this truth that had the power to shape the 
culture of the Church until there was a full restoration of God’s 
historic interventions among mankind. Listen to his prophetic cry:

When people hear about what God used to do, one of the 
things they say is: “Oh, that was a very long while ago.”... I 
thought it was God that did it. Has God changed? Is he not 
an immutable God, the same yesterday, today and forever? 
Does not that furnish an argument to prove that what God 
has done at one time he can do at another? Nay, I think I 
may push it a little further, and say what he has done once, 
is a prophecy of what he intends to do again…. Whatever God 
has done…is to be looked upon as a precedent…. [Let us] with 
earnestness seek that God would restore to us the faith of the 
men of old, that we may richly enjoy his grace as in the days 
of old. [Emphasis mine]1

In 1859, through this great prophetic preacher, the chance was 
given to initiate a full recovery of all that had been lost. His-
tory tells us the Church did little with this truth, except perhaps 
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to applaud another great sermon. We are now presented with a 
similar opportunity.

In a relay race there are four runners. The first three do not leave 
the racetrack and go into the showers before the last one finishes 
the race, because they all receive a prize according to how the last 
runner finishes. At this moment the cloud of witnesses are waiting 
to see what we will do with what we’ve been given (see Heb. 12:1). 
Let’s not miss our opportunity to see a full restoration of God’s 
works with mankind until Jesus is accurately re-presented and His 
glory fills the earth. This must happen through the obedience of a 
generation who captures the momentum of history through keep-
ing the testimony, thereby fully releasing the power of Jesus.2

Read on—and brace yourself to receive God’s restoration in our time!


