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FOREWORD

BILL JOHNSON

It has always been a passion of mine to study and learn from 
those who have a strong heritage of faith—to be instructed by the 
godly legacy left behind by men and women of God. Too many 
of us are sure that we’re doing everything right, that we have it all 
under control, until we compare our steps with those wise ones 
who have been walking with the Spirit for years. Then we may 
notice that our steps are looking a little shaky! 
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The extraordinary array of authors in this book, many of 
whom I know personally, are examples of such wise men and 
women of God. And their insights recorded here are especially 
compelling because they are intensely honest. Heidi Baker, James 
Goll, Darlene Cunningham, Dick Eastman, Stacey Campbell, 
Ché Ahn, Cindy Jacobs, Allen Hood, and Charlie Stock will take 
their place in history as heroes of the faith—but they’re not afraid to 
get real. They’re not afraid to tell the truth about God, about their 
lives, about our daily battle with darkness. 

And that’s what the millennial generation needs. 

I know that this generation is filled with a fervency for ser-
vice—I’ve seen these future leaders outdoing themselves in my 
church’s Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry. But I also know 
that these young people need more than action: they need char-
acter. They need more than fine words; they are craving examples 
of Christ-followers who are unafraid to tell the truth. They need 
more than moments of intense emotion; they are longing for con-
sistent, day-by-day rootedness in their foundation, Christ. They 
need this book!

I’ve been in ministry for years, and I’ve seen how easy it is for 
people to hide the truth, to be obsessed with appearances, and to 
live under a disguise. How many of us are saying one thing and 
living another? Being vulnerable and honest is never a popular 
step, but it is a vital step forward in the kingdom of God. I think 
Sean Feucht and Andy Byrd shot a bulls-eye when they proph-
esied the need for a movement of integrity. I’ve witnessed the need 
all over the world in the faces of people who are eager to live like 
the Man who said, “I am the truth.” 

In Integrity: Character of the Kingdom you have an incredible, 
precious compilation of original thoughts from people who have 
walked the road you’re trying to walk and are now showing you 
the way. I was encouraged and challenged to discover how these 
voices, although all gathered separately, join together to utter in 
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similar tones one refreshing message: Live in truth, in every aspect 
of life, through every difficulty, despite what anyone thinks. Live 
in truth. That’s the harmonious message of this choir of prophets 
and saints. 

I only wish I’d had a book like this years ago!
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ONE

SEAN FEUCHT AND ANDY BYRD

Integrity: A Loving Response to 
the Holiness of God

Sean Feucht is a husband, father, missionary, musician, 
speaker, author and founder of a grassroots global worship, 
prayer, and missions organization: Burn 24/7. His lifelong 
quest and dream is to witness a generation of burning hearts 
arise across the world with faith, vision, and sacrificial pursuit 
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after the presence of God. He travels to twenty to thirty 
nations per year, training, mobilizing, leading worship, speak-
ing, and planting furnaces of worship and prayer. He has pro-
duced, recorded, and released fifteen music albums, numerous 
books, and teaching resources. When not on the road, he lives 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and is obsessed with his wife, 
Kate, and their three children.

Andy Byrd and his wife, Holly, have dedicated their lives 
to spiritual awakening in a generation. Andy is part of the 
leadership of University of the Nations, YWAM Kona and 
has been with YWAM for fifteen years traveling to many dif-
ferent nations with a heart to raise up a revival generation to 
live in the confluence of a zealous love for God and a sincere 
love for others! Andy and Holly have helped give birth to Fire 
and Fragrance ministries and the School of the Circuit Rider. 
They have five children.

Sean and Andy have had the honor of running together in 
deep friendship for  the last eight years. Out of their friend-
ship, they have had the  chance to impact many lives, travel 
to many nations, ignite missions and prayer initiatives, and 
coauthor several books. This book came out of a shared desire 
to live their lives in a way that would make integrity famous 
in a generation. Their hope is that a whole generation will 
rise up with a zeal to live in an integrity that pleases God and 
changes the world.

Integrity! A loving response to the holiness of God! A joy-
filled heart motivation to live true to the revealed character of our 
all-sufficient, all-perfect, all-loving God!

We can’t make it up, fake it, or contrive it. That is not integ-
rity. We either have it or we don’t. Integrity begins in the heart 
and mind as a godly motivation behind our words, thoughts, 
and actions. From this place of inward purity and selflessness 
comes action that will reflect the integrity of our hearts. These 
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actions are as discernable as white paint on a black wall in our 
society where greed, dishonesty, manipulation, and immorality 
run rampant. Those that walk in integrity truly are a light in the 
world. They may be a rare light on a landscape dominated by 
the dark, but anyone who has seen a lighthouse from the ocean 
at night or seen a distant city from far away knows the power 
that a single light can bring. Over two thousand years ago, a 
single light was sent from heaven that lit a remote corner of 
Bethlehem, a single light so bright that the whole world would 
soon be impacted. Two thousand years later, that light has 
spread to billions. 

Unfortunately, as many have realized, that light of Christ is 
not bursting out of the church like it should be. It is as if our light 
is at times dim, filtered, and sometimes even snuffed out. We will 
only reclaim the brilliant light of Christ if we, as a whole body, 
embrace integrity! 

LET’S MAKE INTEGRITY FAMOUS  
IN A GENERATION

The need could not be more immediate or more real. So many 
have lost their moral compass. The very definition of what is true, 
good, righteous, and holy is under violent assault. A generation 
is growing up with the wrong values touted at home, in school, 
and in the media. The perfect body, the biggest bank account, and 
the most power are promoted as the highest aims in life. Politics 
is full of blatant criticism between factions and one scandal after 
another in the personal lives of politicians. Honesty is rarely 
even mentioned. Our education system has replaced the revealed 
truth of Scripture with fabricated attempts to explain away God’s 
existence. 

Where is integrity in the marketplace? Another CEO steal-
ing money, another report of sweatshops and child labor, another 
fraudulent business scheme. There has been a steady regression 
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from an ethic of hard work, provision for our families, honesty, and 
uprightness to an ethic of putting self first, worshipping money, 
and cutting as many corners as possible without getting caught.

Where is integrity in the “heroes” of our day? All we can see 
is another celebrity in a broken marriage, having multiple affairs, 
and promoting drugs, sex, abuse, and a lifestyle of self-centered 
pleasure. Some of the greatest athletes conduct lifestyles just 
as decrepit as their muscles are toned. They live unreflectively 
through decades of deception.

Unfortunately, the church has not always outshone the world 
in areas of integrity. Whether it be a leader falling into a finan-
cial or sexual scandal or a man straight out of Sunday church, still 
dressed up in suit and tie, rudely chewing out the waitress who 
got his order wrong, we often live hypocritically instead of Him-
focusedly. Does the world look at the church and see the integrity 
of Christ? Does the world look at Christians and see a different 
way of thinking and living? Or do Christians just melt right into 
the systems around us, falling into the same addictions, the same 
dishonesty, the same immorality, and the same me-centered living? 
A torrent of lies originating from a very real enemy that hates all 
of God’s created sons and daughters form a raging river seeking to 
sweep the lost and saved together into a sea of selfishness that leads 
only to death.

But…

It is not too late! It never has been too late. This is not the first 
time we have looked around at a sin-soaked world and thought, 
Things should be different! We have been here before, and many 
times it is in the valley where the light begins to grow! It starts 
with just a few who persist despite the shadow of death. A David 
on the back hills of Bethlehem, or a Daniel enslaved with three 
friends in the courts of a Babylonian king, or a Samuel miracu-
lously born and then given up by his mother to be raised in the 
presence of God by a priest. Each time there was a dark valley…
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each time there was a small light…each time there was a great 
turning back to God’s heart!

It is not too late because of you. Because you picked up a book 
on integrity when so few are even talking about this topic. All the 
world needs is a “you” whose heart is alive with Christ, whose mind 
is in love with truth, whose actions are a stream of joyful obedience 
to the One we adore! You are the hope in a world where the blind 
are leading the blind! You are not blind! We were blind, it’s true…
but now we see. We were dishonest, greedy, and selfish…but now 
we are filled with the love of Christ, and He rules and reigns where 
“self ” used to! We have a new Man on the throne and that Man’s 
blood and body and conquering of death opened the doors for a 
grace to fall on every one of us! We can now walk in fierce deter-
mination to do what is right and pleasing to Him.

It is not too late because we have an example. Because we have 
real heroes to follow, real heroes who exercise integrity. We, Sean 
and Andy, would be the first to say that we only want to learn more 
about how biblical integrity is actually walked out. We are eter-
nally grateful for grandparents and parents who modeled integ-
rity in amazing ways. We have seen integrity, we have experienced 
integrity, but in no way would we consider ourselves qualified to 
write a book calling an entire generation to integrity. Rather, we 
join the sea of faces that are eagerly looking to our mothers and 
fathers, who have lived, modeled, and at times failed at but still 
persisted in, integrity. They stand as pillars in the house of God 
of what integrity looks like. We asked nine heroes of integrity to 
share their knowledge and experience. There is no greater collec-
tion of fathers and mothers I could present before you as the model 
of God’s dream. They have all encountered extravagant loss, hard-
ship, temptation, and at times insurmountable pressure to give up 
and compromise. Yet, they have all prevailed and stood strong. So, 
with great anticipation we look to the pages that fill this book from 
true moms and dads who have shown us the way! 
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WHAT IS INTEGRITY?

As we look ahead to the pages in this book and chapters on 
specific areas of integrity, let’s get a simple definition in our minds 
of what integrity is and outline a few things that it is not.

According to the dictionary, “integrity” is the adherence 
to moral and ethical principles; soundness of moral character; 
honesty. It is also defined as the state of being whole, entire, or 
undiminished.1

The Bible refers to integrity many times, sometimes using the 
exact word “integrity” and other times describing attributes of a 
life and character of integrity. 

Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich 
man who is crooked in his ways.  (Proverbs 28:6 esv)

The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness 
of the treacherous destroys them.  (Proverbs 11:3 esv)

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.   
 (Philippians 4:8 esv)

Integrity is not perfection, nor should it even be confused with 
character. It is an aspect of character. But one can have integrity 
even while one is yet on the journey to a more godly character, 
because integrity starts at a heart, a mind, and a primarily motiva-
tional level. It is the unwavering determination to do what is right. 
Someone might still be struggling to walk that integrity out in all 
areas of character, in thought, word, and action. But God sees the 

1. “Integrity,” http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/integrity (accessed 
December 30, 2014).
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motivation of the heart and sees the fierce desire to overcome, to 
walk in truth and love-based action!

It must also be said that integrity void of love is no longer integ-
rity. If integrity is defined as being upright, whole, and adhering to 
moral and ethical principles, then we must recognize that love is 
the highest ethic we have been called to as believers: love for God, 
love for each other, and love for the lost. To try and have integrity 
without love is to build a tower of unimpeachable morality where 
we live isolated from reality and the needs of people around us. 
The outside world feels the coldness and distance of this type of 
integrity. Rather, think of integrity as the banks of a river that 
is flowing throughout the land, offering living water everywhere 
it goes. The river’s impact is massive and it is constantly inviting 
us to come and experience abundant life. Yet it is kept within its 
God-ordained parameters by the riverbanks, which keep it from 
destructive overflow. Those strong riverbanks are the integrity of 
our lives, and the river is the love that is accessible and inviting to 
all. Our integrity should be irresistibly attractive to the broken, 
the lost, and the hungry in heart. Love is that attractive force in 
our integrity. Without love, it ceases to be integrity!

As I (Andy) was writing my part of this chapter, I was also 
painting the deck on my house. There are two ways to paint any 
exterior surface. One way is to paint it just so that it looks good. 
The other way is to paint it so that it not only looks great, but 
so that the wood is actually protected from the elements. The 
temptation is to quickly slather color only on the wood that can 
be seen—ignoring underneath the deck or the part that’s hidden 
by the massive juniper bush. However, only wood that has been 
painted on all sides will stand the test of time against sun and rain. 

Far too many people want to have just enough character to 
seem godly to their neighbors and friends. They colorfully paint 
whatever part of their life is visible, and ignore the invisible parts. 
That is not integrity; that is not character. That is hypocrisy. 
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And that could be part of the very problem that’s breaking down 
our society. A life of integrity is a life that is painted on all sides 
with godliness—the sides that people see and the sides that they 
don’t—and a life that is therefore protected from the temptations 
and lies that will constantly assail us.

THE PROMISES THAT PROPEL US

However severely we are gripped by the dire crisis of the integ-
rity-less nature pervading the body of Christ, fear alone will not 
be the mechanism that brings lasting change. Reactionary living 
does not motivate and rarely ever sustains. In fact, many times a 
response in fear motivates us to become the very thing we hate. 

Scientific studies continually reveal that the results stem-
ming from positive motivation are far more beneficial than those 
from fear of negative consequences. A recent Harvard University 
School of business study, for example, tracked, studied, and inter-
viewed fifty thousand individual business leaders to determine 
the ideal “praise-to-criticism ratio” for optimal effectiveness.2 The 
findings blew away past precedents; the number of needed positive 
comments was much higher than previously surmised. The most 
effective and highest performing leaders were receiving almost six 
positive comments to every one negative (5.6 to 1, to be exact). The 
modern human psyche is much more apt to change and excel when 
motivated by encouragement and benefits rather than when moti-
vated by fear and failure. 

This statistical information applies to more than just the 
business world. I have personally found this to be true in mar-
riage, business, life, and my personal walk with the Lord. This 
approach is a game-changer in the way we witness! Isn’t it time 
for the world to know more about the abundant promises that 

2. Jack Zenger and Joseph Folkman, “The Ideal Praise-to-Criticism Ratio,” 
Harvard Business Review, March 15, 2013, https://hbr.org/2013/03/the-ideal-
praise-to-criticism.html (accessed January 6, 2016).
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accompany Christ-like character rather than knowing more about 
the condemnation for rejecting it? Most are already living in some 
form of condemnation and this has contributed to further depths 
of depravity. We have no excuse for ignoring the biblical and theo-
logical validity to the claim that negative consequences invariably 
follow a corrupt character. But the over-abundance of benefits and 
life-altering promises are what actually stir the desire for a higher 
existence and propel us to greatness. Clearly, the “Jesus way” to 
launch a cultural revolution in the midst of a broken, wicked, and 
immoral society is not with fear and condemnation. Instead, His 
weapons were hope, kindness, and the promise of a better life—
the assurance of salvation. “For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him” (John 3:17 esv). 

It is His beautiful promise of a better and eternal life that 
actually woos mankind out from our crooked ways leading to 
death. In one way, it is really no sacrifice for us to surrender our 
life of assured death in order to inherit eternal abundance. What 
a privilege! It is His faithfulness and patience with our hard hearts 
that draws us closer. It is His kindness that leads us into the ways 
of godliness and integrity.

The greats of the Bible saw both the short- and long-term 
rewards of integrity, and it drove them to stay true and stead-
fast through very difficult circumstances. Although they were all 
incredibly gifted, called, and anointed, I believe the daily act of 
beholding these rewards with a heavenly-minded vision is what 
distinguishes them as pillars of the faith. The apostle Paul’s man-
date was to “press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14 esv). Peter’s drive was to 
supplement “ faith with virtue” in order to keep one from being 
“ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(2 Peter 1:5, 8 esv). These two apostles were not passive, lethar-
gic, or indifferent in their pursuit of integrity and truth, and the 
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longstanding fruit of their lives shows it. Let us learn from their 
resolute discipline and surpassing joy!

To whet your appetite for the teaching, testimonies, and per-
sonal experiences in this book from contemporary heroes of the 
faith, let us explore a few of the many biblical promises afforded to 
those who live a life of integrity. This is by no means an exhaustive 
list, but the few discussed here are highlighted again in the follow-
ing chapters.

BECOMING THE DREAM

It has become fairly normal and almost celebrated to become 
the naysayer, cynic, and finger-pointer of all that is wrong with 
the church and society. Entire books, movements, and cultures are 
built around fragmenting the church and pointing out her every 
flaw. These people, institutions, and societies are known more for 
what they stand against than what they actually stand for. Many 
in this camp feel they are the ultimate “policeman” who is entitled 
to explain how things should be run more responsibly, more effi-
ciently, and more virtuously.

This is not who we are or what this book is about. This book 
is about a godly lifestyle, as famous preacher Chuck Swindoll 
explained in his devotional Day by Day, “Few things are more 
infectious than a godly lifestyle. The people you rub shoulders 
with every day need that kind of challenge. Not prudish. Not 
preachy. Just spot-on clean living. Honest-to-goodness, bone-deep, 
non-hypocritical integrity. Authentic obedience to God.”3

The road to possess integrity begins and ends with humil-
ity and the recognition that we all have room to grow, change, 
and increase in godly character. The plank in our own eye must 
be acknowledged and removed before we can hope to “stir up one 

3. Chuck Swindoll, “The Art of Persuasion,” Oneplace, www.oneplace.com/
ministries/insight-for-living/read/devotionals/todays-insight-from-chuck-
swindoll/day-by-day-august-10-2011-11654724.html.
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another to love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24 esv). Not only do 
our remarks of criticism appear hypocritical to the world, but they 
are offensive in the eyes of Jesus. After all, He gave His very life for 
the church we so casually bash. As we pursue integrity together, 
we must cast off the grumbling, do away with the finger-pointing, 
and fully step into becoming the dream of God for a generation. 
When we fully embody and model His dream, it gives us authority 
and attraction to transfer what we carry to everyone we know. If 
we want to shine, we must live blamelessly. 

Do all things without grumbling or disputing,  that you may 
be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in 
the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world.  (Philippians 2:14–15 esv)

Let’s discover three distinct and guaranteed promises for the 
life of integrity clearly laid out in the Scriptures below.

Promise #1: The reward of His presence

Because of my integrity you uphold me and set me in your 
presence forever.  (Psalm 41:12 niv)

These very words ignited a fire inside my (Sean’s) heart. I’ll 
never forget the day this promise completely blindsided me and set 
my heart on a journey to pursue the cause of integrity with crazy 
passion! For days, weeks, and months, I meditated on this con-
cept so beautifully penned by the psalmist. It convicted my heart 
while consuming my thoughts and desires! My spirit was provoked 
to journey with the Lord for a breakthrough of integrity in my 
own heart. This does not mean I did not believe it was important 
before, but something in this promise broke off any passivity and 
set me on a tenacious course to grab hold of it.

The way we worship has dramatically changed in the last thirty 
years, shaped largely by theology and teaching that encourages 
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every seeking heart to experience God’s nearness, and I have ben-
efited hugely from that change. In many ways, we have progressed 
from understanding the Holy Spirit with our minds to experienc-
ing Him in our hearts and emotions. He is the God who is readily 
available, accessible, and actually searching “to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show Himself…” (2 Chronicles 16:9). The current 
“presence-seeking” generation has shrugged off the yoke of religion 
and performance to delve into experiencing the fullness of God’s 
delight. This is our lone pursuit and our great reward as the chil-
dren of God. 

I and other believers with me experienced this hunger for God’s 
presence, and it spurred a roomful of ragtag musicians to worship 
through the night in my dorm room eight years ago in Oklahoma. 
I will never forget hitting those “sweet spots” in the middle of the 
night when it seemed all of heaven crashed into the room. Often it 
was after far too much coffee had been consumed, and we had run 
out of songs to sing or prayers to pray. We just waited and gazed in 
complete weakness, surrender, and dependency for Him to show 
up. There was absolutely no plan nor drive to launch a worldwide 
ministry. Nevertheless, a movement was born that day. It was His 
presence alone that motivated our pursuit. 

Yet the dynamic truth behind this verse from Psalm 41 declares 
that passion and hunger are not enough to sustain this “presence-
centered” life style. All-night prayer meetings, emotional worship, 
and a rage of unrelenting passion can surely signify His presence. 
But something far more costly and sustainable is required to keep 
us in the “sweet spot” of God’s nearness: integrity. We need a great 
reformation in our lives and communities to provoke the longing 
to live rightly before God. 

God is looking for “truth in the inward being” (Psalm 51:6 
esv) and a worshipper whose substance is more than momentary 
passionate prayers and the occasional burst of a boisterous song. 
Although He loves to respond to us out of His mercy and grace in 
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those moments and seasons, it is integrity that “upholds” and “sets 
us” in His presence forever. It is integrity that sustains His pres-
ence and favor in our lives hourly, daily, weekly, and into eternity!

This is not about “earning” His presence or goodness through 
works, but more about positioning our hearts for the maximum 
reward of His continual nearness. An increased capacity to feel 
and experience God’s presence is available to those who position 
their hearts in a posture of godly character. After all, it is the “pure 
in heart” who shall see God (Matthew 5:8 esv). Purity in the sight 
of God empowers us to see things in God that would otherwise be 
invisible. The entire calling and purpose of abiding in His presence 
is to be further transformed, renewed, and empowered to behold 
all that God has for us.

Let’s look at that verse one more time: “Because of my integrity 
you uphold me and set me in your presence forever” (Psalm 41:12 
niv). Oh for a generation to be upheld in the presence of God 
alone! We find this promise repeatedly throughout Scripture but 
never so eloquently than in this verse. I believe the focus on “for-
ever” is the most powerful facet of this promise. It speaks of an 
eternal reward that lasts beyond the music, passion, and reputa-
tion—even beyond our earthly lives. This eternal reward far out-
weighs any earthly blessing of possessing integrity (of which there 
are many). The life of integrity is the life of one that will echo with 
rewards into all of eternity.

Promise #2: Promotion that sustains

So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of 
the righteous. For the upright will inhabit the land, and those 
with integrity will remain in it.  (Proverbs 2:20–21 esv)

Not only does the cultivation of integrity position our hearts 
to sustain and remain in the presence of God, but it also provides 
a foundation by which we can receive and succeed in the promises 
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of God. Stewardship is such a big issue in the eyes of the Lord. The 
resources of the kingdom are aligned in our lives according to what 
we are able to steward, and if there’s a limit to our portion, the reason 
for it lies within ourselves. Although the dream of God for each of 
us is “exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 
3:20), there is a progression to how these plans and promises manifest 
in our lives. In 1 Corinthians 10:13, the Lord states that He promises 
not to place us in situations “beyond what you can bear” (niv).

God is not withholding from us like a cosmic vending machine 
who won’t release your inheritance until you feed it enough good 
works, but rather like a Father whose vision is far bigger, grander, 
and more sustainable than ours. The question is not how much 
will He give, but how much can we bear? How strong and steadfast 
is the foundation of our character? How resolute is our ability to 
hold fast to our values in the face of our raging, temptation-filled 
world? Every promotion in the kingdom brings a greater level of 
responsibility and an increased pressure. God will not entrust the 
gift of His greatest dreams to a people who do not have the foun-
dation to steward them. Otherwise the gift alone would destroy 
us! The taller the tree becomes, the deeper and wider the roots 
must go to support it. It is the same way in the kingdom of God. 
The courageous Rosa Parks, who stood strong staring down racial 
injustice and shifting the course of an entire nation, is supposed 
to have said, “Stand for something or you will fall for anything. 
Today’s mighty oak is yesterday’s nut that held its ground.” It is for 
us to go the distance and finish strong until our very last breath. 
God’s desire for us is to echo, at the end of our days, the words of 
the apostle Paul: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).

There is a biblical correlation between adhering to godly prin-
ciples and an increased capacity to inherit the dreams, plans, and 
promises of God. The favor of God will open doors of promotion 
before us, but it is the “rock-like” character we possess that will 
keep us positioned there. It has been said in revival history: “To a 
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people without mixture, He will give the Spirit without measure.” 
There is no end to the “measure” of God available to the conse-
crated and upright hearts!

To echo the words of the great American president Thomas 
Jefferson: “In matters of style, swim with the current; in matters 
of principle, stand like a rock.” How many anointed Christian 
leaders, businessmen, pastors, actors, musicians, and evangelists 
carrying an extraordinary measure of favor and gifting have trau-
matic public failures at the height of their careers and ministries? 
Whether moral, financial, marital or some other exposed failure, 
the consequences in their lives, families, and the church were dev-
astating. The examples of this are endless both in our current soci-
ety and throughout revival history.

We can no longer correlate a dynamic personality, gifting, or 
apparent favor with a lifestyle of godly character and integrity. 
Romans 11:29 is very clear that “God’s gifts and his call are irre-
vocable” (niv). Although this issue is alarming to many believers, 
the truth is that God allows people to be incredibly successful, 
profitable, and walk in apparent favor without truly possessing a 
foundation of integrity. Yet a “remaining” in the place of favor is 
reserved for the “upright” and those with “integrity of heart.” What 
a paradigm-shifting truth to propel us along this journey of pur-
suing integrity! The reward of “remaining” in the promotion He 
brings is truly worth the cost to live a life of godly character.

Integrity is built by defeating the temptation to be dishonest; 
humility grows when we refuse to be prideful; and endurance 
develops every time you reject the temptation to give up.   
 —Rick Warren

Promise #3: Establishing legacy

And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your 
father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing 
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according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping my 
statutes and my rules, then I will establish your royal throne 
over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, 
“You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.”   
 (1 Kings 9:4–5 esv)

The decision to journey for integrity may begin in our hearts, 
but it has the capacity to carry on into future generations. The 
sheer opportunity we have for our one small yes of faith in God 
to reverberate into a multitude of yes’s from our future children’s 
children is one of the greatest privileges on the earth. Living for a 
generation we will never see is a powerful legacy. 

God consistently reiterates that He is the God of three gen-
erations: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (See Exodus 3:6; Acts 3:13; 
Matthew 22:32.) This means that He views vision, success, and 
legacy in three-generation increments. Most young people do not 
have a life vision beyond the next five years, let alone three genera-
tions! But as we see in the invitation to Solomon, the pathway of 
integrity comes with a promise that God will extend His commit-
ment to establish our family lineage forever. There is that word 
“forever” again when referencing integrity! “The righteous who 
walks in his integrity—blessed are his children after him!… Even a 
child makes himself known by his acts, by whether his conduct is pure 
and upright” (Proverbs 20:7, 11 esv).

We are never promised riches, fame, or even worldly success in 
this life. But we are all extended the opportunity to live godly, holy, 
and upright lives in the sight of God and men. Making this choice 
and following this path ensures our mark on generations to come. 
What a hope for legacy! What an impact every action, word, and 
deed can have into eternity!

I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true. I am not 
bound to  succeed, but I am bound to live up to what light I 
have. —attributed to Abraham Lincoln
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THE PRECEDENT HAS BEEN SET

As a son of the most integrity-filled man I (Sean) have ever 
known, I have watched how one life of immovable truth, resolute 
principle, and upright character can impact the next generation. 
My life will be forever changed and impacted because of my dad. It 
remains my highest goal to carry even a small measure of the integ-
rity he embodied. Resisting the lure and pressure of a guaranteed 
lucrative medical career, my father followed the voice of the Lord 
into full-time missions. This uprooted my family from the grand 
mountains of the West to the flurry of the crowded East Coast. I 
was only eleven years old at the time, but my eyes were wide open 
to the change. I was fully aware of the sacrifices taking place and 
had an intimate insight into how my father handled praise, criti-
cism, pressure, and promotion.

His obedience to the call of the Lord throughout it all was 
unshakeable. Despite church and ministry politics, relational con-
flict, and financial difficulty, I beheld a resilience in the man that 
had become a rock for our family. The life of integrity always shines 
its brightest through the darkest nights. It is a beacon of hope to all 
lost in the sea of difficulty, dissolution, and hopelessness. I watched 
my father stare down terminal illness amidst the hopeless reports 
of many cynical doctors and experts. During his last days on earth, 
his inner anchoring on the faithfulness and goodness of God was a 
powerful testimony that swept many skeptics into the kingdom of 
God. I am who I am today because of him.

In the same way, every author bleeding their heart before you 
on the pages of this book carries their testimony into your life. It 
was a complete dream to collaborate and present their examples 
and convictions on godly character. Knowing all of them person-
ally for many years, I cannot say enough to honor the precedent 
they have courageously pioneered. We humbly imitate them in 
pursuing integrity as our highest aim and deepest delight, bear-
ing further testimony to heaven’s urgent agenda to provoke young 
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hearts to possess this value in increasing measure. They are heroes 
of the faith. Who will follow their lead?

Imagine a restoration of the moral compass of a generation. 
Imagine a whole generation doing business with the integrity of 
Jesus. Picture marriages with both husband and wife walking in 
total integrity with one another. Think about whole communities 
relating to each other in integrity. Dream with us about men who 
walk in sexual integrity before God and young government leaders 
who refuse to stoop to anything shifty or shady. Picture a people 
who love integrity, honor integrity, and who search for it like one 
would search for diamonds. Imagine what it would look like if 
every reader of this book became a hero of integrity. 

Could we believe together for a revival of integrity in the 
hearts and minds of multitudes of people? Why not now, why 
not here, and why not starting with you? Malcom Gladwell, in 
his book The Tipping Point, outlines three components of a viral 
something that creates a tipping point: the type of message, the 
type of environment, and the type of people. So let me ask you 
three questions. What if the message is already in the life of Jesus 
and the pages of Scripture? What if the current environment of 
corruption, greed, and selfishness is the perfect environment for a 
tipping point of integrity? And finally, really think about it: what 
if you are one of those people?


