
What People are Saying about Bishop Dale Bronner and  
Change Your Trajectory…

You are not static, you’re dynamic—you’re constantly in motion. You have a trajec-
tory. And, unless you assess and adjust, your outcome is predictable. What I like 
especially about the book you hold in your hands is that it is honest, straightforward, 
strategic, and transformative. My friend Bishop Dale C. Bronner will give you fresh 
perspective, practical how-to’s, and strong doses of encouragement. Get ready—your 
changed trajectory will take you to your destiny. 

—Sam Chand 
Leadership Consultant 

Author of Leadership Pain

Bishop Dale Bronner, one of the most brilliant minds I know, has done an amaz-
ing job of showing you how to manage change, master transition, and reach for 
the prize you are intended to attain in life in this classic volume, Change Your 
Trajectory. It is a twenty-first century manual for life-long learning. Take it all in, 
then apply it, and watch what happens!

—Bishop Mark Chironna, MA, PhD 
Mark Chironna Ministries 

Church On The Living Edge 
Orlando, Florida

Bishop Dale Bronner is one of the greatest thinker/leader/strategists in the 
world today. This is evident by the fruit of his labor in both the church and 
marketplace. Consequently, he has great experience related to the challenges of 
change and transition. I highly recommend this book!

—Dr. Joseph Mattera  
Author and founder of Resurrection Church of NY 

Christ Covenant Coalition 
U.S. Coalition of Apostolic Leaders

It seems we never arrive as long as we are willing to adventure ahead to experi-
ence great things in God. My friend Bishop Bronner has written a book that 
will help you navigate the change in the trajectory that is ahead for you. I’ve seen 
God take me to levels that I never dreamed of, but God helped me to dream big 
and exceed my own expectations. This is a tool that can help any person to go 
higher in life.

—Tommy Barnett 
Founder of the Dream Center 

Co-pastor of Phoenix First Assembly 
Phoenix, AZ



Bishop Bronner’s Change Your Trajectory offers the formula for transforming a me-
diocre life into an exceptional life of excellence, influence, and unspeakable satisfac-
tion. It details the pathway for achieving rock solid accomplishments in the only life 
you have. Every reading gives additional life-enriching insights from this master 
thought creator. You read for thirty minutes and then mull over the given insight 
for three days. I plan to give copies to my executives.

—Dr. John Haggai 
Founder of Haggai Institute

Change is difficult enough, but when so much is at stake it can stretch the faith 
of the best of us. This book masterfully guides the reader through the inevitable 
tensions of shifting seasons. Bishop Bronner has done it again. This book is a 
must-read for anyone needing proven strategies on moving from your “right now” 
to your “not yet.” 

—Bishop Joseph Warren Walker, III 
Senior Pastor, Mount Zion Baptist Church 

Nashville, TN 
Presiding Bishop, Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship International

All people experience change. The successful not only manage it but make it 
work in their favor. The time and space between levels and seasons is drastically 
reduced with wise counsel. Dale Bronner’s book Change Your Trajectory will take 
years and tears out of your journey. 

—Bishop Michael Pitts  
Author and founder of Cornerstone Church 

Toledo, OH 
Overseer, Cornerstone Global Network

Change Your Trajectory is an uncommon and very relevant resource that is a must 
read for everyone, especially in light of the times we are living in and the condi-
tion of our world. Change is happening at a speed that most of us never imagined 
and the impact can be overwhelming. No matter who we are or what we do, we 
can all use tools to help us master change and not become its victim. Dr. Dale C. 
Bronner’s book not only provides the vital and practical tools needed for this as-
signment, but is a message of hope with essential spiritual guidance. It reminds 
us to focus on God, the ultimate and best source to help us navigate our way 
through the changes and uncertainty that have become the new norm. 

—Bernice A. King 
CEO, Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change



Change Your Trajectory is one of the best books I have ever read. Two things 
that happened as I read…my intellect was stimulated with the new knowledge 
I gained and my spirit was inspired by the hope you find in Bishop Bronner’s 
pen. It’s always a great joy when I can find a book that talks of the next big thing 
before it is the next big thing. As a leader and innovator I found that the words 
in Change Your Trajectory are words not many have spoken or yet written about. 
Change Your Trajectory does more than just help you maintain success; it also 
helps you in developing a positive inner drive and steps toward reaching your 
goals and dreams. If you are a minister, business leader, or even a congressional 
leader, here is a book that can help you sustain and further your goals and pur-
pose. A great read for corporate America leaders and those who work on the 
front lines of America.

—Richard P. Montanez 
Pepsi Marketing and Sales 

Inventor of Flaming Hot Cheetos

Transitions are never easy. Unfortunately, they’re also inevitable. In Change Your 
Trajectory, Bishop Bronner reveals the secrets to thinking, acting, and respond-
ing in a way that turns even the toughest of transitions into a change for the 
good.

—Dr. Larry Osborne 
Pastor, North Coast Church 

Vista, CA 
Author, Accidental Pharisees and Sticky Church 

Personal, relational, professional, and cultural seasons of transition can be con-
fusing, disruptive, and painful. Change Your Trajectory is the perfect literary 
GPS tool to navigate you through any moment of transition efficiently and ef-
fectively. This book will you get you through your “right now” and to your next 
destination successfully!

 —Charles Jenkins  
FellowshipChicago.com 

Senior pastor & gospel recording artist



I love the optimism and hope that Bishop Dale Bronner brings to all of us facing 
the challenges of a changing world, a changing landscape, and the ever-changing 
journey called life. Change Your Trajectory brings together the critical tension of 
knowing that God is always with us in the midst of change and owning that He 
has given us the power not only to face every change, but to embrace change as 
an opportunity to create a change that makes us better, our lives better, and the 
world better!

—Erwin Raphael McManus  
Founder of Mosaic Los Angeles  

Author of The Artisan Soul

In the midst of change, adversity is inevitable. No matter the circumstance or 
situation, Dale C. Bronner’s Change Your Trajectory is a powerful and inspira-
tional guide to shifting paths and experiencing God’s full blessing in our lives.

—Steven Furtick  
Lead pastor, Elevation Church 

Charlotte, NC 
New York Times best-selling author of Crash the Chatterbox, Greater,  

and Sun Stand Still 
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Foreword

When I was first exposed to the exciting concept that would be-
come the substratum of the book, Change Your Trajectory, my 

mind went back to another time in our history. The year was 1978, the 
writer was Bernard Ighner, the psalmist was the incomparable Nina 
Simone; coupled with the legendary production of Mr. Quincy Jones, 
they collaborated to produce a song that resonated with the times. 
That song was called “Everything Must Change,” and it poured out 
a truth that has only escalated in its equity and value as times moved 
forward. “There are not many things in life you can be sure of,” it de-
clared. This was true even in 1978, but today it isn’t just the certainty 
of change that’s true, but the pace at which the changes come. Faster 
than the rushing tide of a tsunami, the world wakes up each day to find 
that none of the absolutes of yesterday are still stable. The pressure 
and pace of change has made yesterday’s solutions obsolete by morning 
light. It keeps us all on the cutting edge of creativity—or on the edge of 
a bridge contemplating a leap into the chilling waters of defeat!

While some have succumbed to indifference and others to decline, 
not one of us can say that we haven’t been dismayed with each new 
headline of Fortune 500 companies selling, marriages terminating, 
stock markets crashing, and gas prices falling and rising. Our society 
is changing at breakneck speed, and our world is full to the brim with 
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changing values, fluctuations of property values, and changing trends 
in retail. Nina belted out the song’s lyrics, “There are not many things 
in life you can be sure of.” When all around us began to sink, shift, and 
shatter, we seek a strategic edge to which we can face the uncertain 
with a stability that transcends and is not predicated upon external 
circumstances to sustain itself. Nina was right! 

One wonders, is a crystal ball needed to know in whom and for 
what we can align our efforts in order to provide stable, strategic reli-
ability? We seek to find opportunities to influence and effect culture 
from an anchored spot that hasn’t been engulfed by the current or 
swept up in the newest wave or changing poll.

We cannot change the world from an eye-level view. We must gain 
altitude to see exactly what we can do from a proactive perspective. 
Whether you are leading an army, a ministry, a company, or a house-
hold, there is a degree of pressure and stress inherent simply because 
we dwell in the midst of uncertain times and unstable people and all of 
us have a desire to succeed in spite of the environment. 

The uniqueness of Dr. Dale Bronner’s vision could in part be from 
the rare advantage inherited from the late Mr. Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Bronner, his father. Bronner Sr. defied the odds and overcame the 
quagmire of the not-too-distant Depression and the racial unrest of 
the times. He was a black man who, in 1947, built the multimillion-
dollar brand, The Bronner Brothers, an empire of hair care products. 
The apple didn’t fall far from the tree! Dale Bronner was sired in the 
midst of, raised in the room with, defiant leadership! Consequently, he 
brings us the wealth of wisdom from all who were before him. He has 
found a stable place through which you and I can navigate the changes 
of our times and remain not only productive, but even flourish in a 
climate that is often as unpredictable as an adjustable rate mortgage! 

This deep thinker has his hands full. On one hand, he has the 
sense of business inherent to the family industry from which he is de-
rived. On the other hand, Dr. Bronner also sits at the helm of the Word 
of Faith Family Worship Cathedral—a highly respected megachurch 
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model, giving oversight to thousands of deeply intellectual thought 
leaders, business owners, and family caregivers. So, through the dual-
ity of both hands, we receive the gift of faith and finance, the secular 
and the sacred. He speaks to both needs with comfort and without 
violating the tenets of either. His commentary can extrapolate trends 
from the wide array of influences he has at his disposal to ascertain 
what does and does not work. He reminds us that inflexible people 
will be devoured by the change while proactive people are dining on 
the succulent opportunities that are often unnoticed in such climates 
of change. 

His book, Change Your Trajectory, is a clear voice speaking through 
a GPS system on a winding road, providing clear, concise direction and 
recalibration when necessary for those who have a need to reroute their 
lives and rebound into a more relevant posture.

The question remains, with all the changes around us, what chang-
es need to be made within us? Our thoughts, our organizational struc-
ture, our associations, our staff, all are scrutinized by this literary work 
that blows the horn in our ears so that we will not succumb to the ever-
increasing casualties of change. It would be enough if Bronner’s book 
only hoped to rescue us from calamity, but he has far exceeded that 
goal by presenting principles that enable some to surf in environments 
to which others succumb. If you want to ride the waves of change you 
will definitely have to make some changes. People like myself realize 
the liquidity of thought and the nimbleness of mind necessary to suc-
ceed in this current environment. But what excites me most about this 
book is how Bronner digs deeply into the specificity of the particulars, 
showing us what needs to be changed and why it needs to be changed 
to transform the adversity into unrealized opportunity. 

I’ve known Dr. Bronner for many years. I’ve seen him build, buy, 
lead, parent, and prosper as he engages us all to be better and deep-
er thinkers. His ambidextrous ability to remain relevant in the faith 
space, without losing his relevance in the business world, is unrivalled. 
He has both lectured and ministered around the world. His business 
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acumen brings a much broader discussion to the topic of change that 
has often been ignored by traditional faith-based material.

The lyrics of “Everything Must Change” later croon, “And mys-
teries do unfold.” This book beckons us to see the unfolding of sheer 
revelation. Whether by land, air, or sea, you will want to take this jour-
ney. All aboard? You are about to lift off the runway of the humdrum, 
familiar life you live, into a much higher dimension of enthusiastic 
preparation and thought that will prepare you to finish strong! Get 
out of the back of the bus, sitting as a victim of a system; we were called 
to change! Those who lead and succeed differ from those who fail, vac-
illate, and deteriorate in their accomplishments only by the level in 
which they think and plan their next moves.

So, I caution you to fasten your seat belts, store your traditional-
ism under the cabin seat, and prepare to lift off into the galling winds 
of change with the power you need to maintain upward thrust. I en-
courage you to take a deep breath and turn the page, into a book that 
will change your life. Ladies and gentlemen, we are cleared for takeoff! 
Turn the page and lift the wheels of your mind; it’s time to change the 
game!

—Bishop T. D. Jakes 
 CEO, TDJ Enterprises 

New York Times best-selling author
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PART ONE:

Facing and Embracing  
Today’s Uncertainty





17

1

The New Normal:  
Change and Uncertainty

So much happens in life that we just don’t see coming. When we 
finally think we’ve figured life out, it has a way of throwing a mon-

key wrench into the program, discombobulating our plans. You get 
married so you’ll live happily ever after, but in between the marriage 
and the happily ever after, issues intrude and your happiness evapo-
rates. You take a new job or start a new career or found a new business, 
but unforeseen obstacles crowd in, and you soon realize the bottom 
has fallen out of your dream (and your wallet). You go for a medical 
examination, and the doctor gives you a report that rocks your foun-
dations. Or you have an accident, and in just one split second you who 
were so strong and self-dependent are incapacitated—now you need 
somebody else to serve you hand and foot when you’ve been so used 
to serving yourself. Or after one explosive conversation, a friendship 
or a loving relationship that you thought was solid is now seriously 
jeopardized.

So quickly, your entire existence as you know it can turn upside 
down. There’s no doubt about it: you will go through personal earth-
quakes and tsunamis that shake your life, throw you off balance, and 
leave you asking, “God, how am I supposed to respond to this? How 
could You let this happen?” 
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The Range of Change
Such uncertainty has always been a factor on the personal level, 

but now—more than ever, I think—it’s true on the cultural level as 
well. All around us, everywhere, there’s rapid change. Uncertainty is 
the new normal. We see perpetual changes in technology, in commu-
nications, in transportation, in economics, in government, and in poli-
tics. Change is rampant in every industry and every trade: in manu-
facturing, electronics, food processing, marketing, publishing, finance, 
construction, insurance, health care, education, entertainment—every 
arena has been dramatically changed. It’s true not just in our country, 
but everywhere; throughout the world we’re seeing seismic shifts, up-
heavals, and transformations.

Think about the Middle East—how ISIS came out of nowhere 
and ate up territory in mere months. Look at the division, the lives 
lost, the priceless, historical treasures that were destroyed in a second. 
Think about the conflict in Ukraine, or the economic problems ravag-
ing Europe. Think about how many dictators throughout the world 
have risen, ruled, and then fallen, just in your lifetime! And you’re sit-
ting on the couch in front of the TV, saying “I thought that guy would 
never lose power!” 

Imagine that you were born several decades ago, but for most 
of your life you’ve been in a coma and just now woke up. Why, you 
wouldn’t even know how to conduct yourself in these times! All this 
constant change seems to be built right into the system of how our 
modern world works—if things weren’t constantly changing, our 
world as we know it would collapse. Our culture is in a frenzied pursuit 

UNCERTAINTY IS THE NEW NORMAL.
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of developing better, and better, and then even better ways of doing 
things, and it’s trickling down to our daily life. 

Take electronics, the most visible example. It’s totally expected 
that in a matter of months, or a few years at most, you’re going to 
need a new cell phone, an updated computer plus a constant stream 
of new software, an enhanced TV setup, and a new and better 
model of every other electronic device you happen to own. In your 
grandmother’s day, if you told her, “Grandmamma, you’re going to 
need a new phone soon,” she would answer, “No, baby, my phone’s 
working fine.” As long as she had a dial tone, she certainly was not 
going to buy a new telephone! But people are no longer expected to 
think and act that way.

Technology has even changed how you do your grocery shopping. 
Years ago, if you grew up in a small town (as most of us did) and 
shopped at its grocery store, you could just go in, get your goods, and 
tell the clerk to put it on your account. You didn’t even need money 
because everybody knew you! They would just keep track of it at the 
store, and say, “Miss Wilson, she got $25 worth today.” I remember 
back in the day, my mother would go in the grocery store and get six 
bags of groceries and it’d come out to $25. Today you get a loaf of 
bread and a bag of potato chips, and it’s $25! Everything has changed.

Ebb and Flow
In this book, I’m going to help you fully grasp the meaning of this 

simple fact: Change is occurring. It is constant change, all-encompassing 
change, with a variety of effects. It’s like the shore of the sea—every 
time something from the deep washes in, something else is washing 
back out. 

We can often feel that we ourselves are being swept up and carried 
off by those tidal movements. Sometimes God is bringing you to the 
forefront, and it’s like He’s saying, “It’s your time! It’s your time! It’s 
your time!” In other seasons, aspects of our lives that have been on the 
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forefront are being washed back out, and we can hear the voice sound-
ing, “Time’s up! Time’s up! Time’s up!”

Perhaps you’ve been frustrated and feeling unable to move for-
ward. You’ve been sitting back watching others get blessed with new 
houses, new husbands and new wives, new jobs, new titles, new posi-
tions; you’ve seen them live their dream and do their thing, and you’ve 
wondered, Lord, when will my time come? You’ve been watching folks 
playing the double-dutch game of life, jumping rope and having all the 
fun, laughing and giggling and carrying on while you stand back and 
wait. Maybe you even got tired of waiting and tried to jump into the ac-
tion—only to get tangled in the ropes, because it just wasn’t your time.

But I assure you and declare to you that in the ebb and flow of all 
that God is doing, things are getting ready to change! 

And that will mean a new trajectory for us. You can trust God 
to reposition you at the right place at the right time. Every time that 
something comes in, something is washing back out. Even if you have 
been disadvantaged because of something, or sidetracked by some-
thing, your time is coming when you will be brought to the forefront. 
Your song is about to sound forth, even as the songs of others grow 
silent. Some who are unknown now will be brought into prominence; 
others who currently are in high standing will soon fade into obscurity. 
This is God’s doing, for “He puts down one, and exalts another” (Psalm 
75:7). God raises up some even while He suppresses others. 

Some things are getting ready to trade places, and not by your 
brains or your manipulation. Just remember that, as we talk about 
change. It doesn’t have to be bad, and it all happens because of the 
Lord. There are many more things that are getting ready to change 
now—but it is always the same God who will be glorified.

God Is in the Midst of Change
Sometimes when we’re in a time of change, when we’re ebbing out, 

we think God may have taken a little vacation—gone for a walk, or 
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forgotten to check up on us. Well, let me give you this word of comfort: 
Even if you don’t see it, God is in the midst of change. Look at Jacob 
waking up after a time of wrestling with the Lord: “Then Jacob awoke 
from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place…’” 

Here’s the catch: “‘…and I did not know it’” (Genesis 28:16). 

Surely God is in this place, and I did not know it. Some of you are in 
a frightening place in your life right now, and God is in that place with 
you. It’s a difficult place. It’s an uncomfortable place. It doesn’t look 
like God, and it doesn’t feel like God, but God is in that place with you. 

He’s in your place of brokenness. He’s in your place of sickness. 
He’s in your place of divorce. He’s in your place of being laid off of your 
job. He’s in your place of being done wrong. You might wonder, God, 
why would You let accidents happen to me? Why would You let me deal 
with stuff that I don’t feel like I can handle by myself? but God is surely 
in that place, even if, like Jacob, you didn’t know it! You didn’t realize 
that He was guiding your footsteps—that He is still guiding your feet! 

If you make your bed in hell, God says, “I’m there.” If you take 
wings and fly to the uttermost parts of the sea, God says, “I’m there.” 
Even when darkness is encamped round about you, even there shall 
God’s right hand lead you and guide you. (See Psalm 139.)

God is saying to you, “I’ll never leave you nor forsake you. I’ll come 
in your trouble with you. I’ll come in your sickness with you. I’ll come 
in your affliction and your persecution. I’ll come in there with you. 
I’ll come in the times when you don’t feel like you can handle it. I will 
come into your loneliness and into your isolation with you. I’ll come 
into your brokenness and your contrition. I’ll come in there with you.” 

You may be in places of bewilderment. You may be in places of frustra-
tion. You may be in places of confusion. You may be in places of lack. But 
don’t you dare think that you can go somewhere that God is not. I’m here 
to tell you that in the same way that this precious man Jacob didn’t realize 
God’s presence until he woke up, so some of you have fallen asleep—but 
you are waking out of your slumber now. God is shaking things to wake 
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you up, and when you wake up, you are going to realize that the hand of 
the Lord was with you all the while. 

You’ll think that God is judging you, and you will think that He 
has rejected you and that God is angry with you, but I’ve got news for 
you: He loves you. He loves you. You are the apple of His eye, He has 
so much in store for you, and He alone can give you the power to act!

Responding to Change
So what do we do about all this change? Whether we’re in an ebb 

or in a flow, how do we adjust and respond? How do we make our way 
through all this incredible shifting and uncertainty?

The first thing I want you to be aware of is that you can have joy in 
this journey. Yes, there will be many challenges and surprises and hard-
ships. But it’s going to be an incredible journey. Thank God for that!

Second, in these pages you’ll encounter many things that can bless 
your life and give you wisdom for this journey through change. I want 
to help you make the rest of your life better.

Now it’s true that the best part of your life comes only when you 
leave this life. God reserves the best for last. When you work for the 
Lord as a soldier in the army of the Lord down here on this earth, His 
retirement package is out of this world! It really is! But I also want you 
to realize that if you learn right now how to place yourself on a certain 
trajectory of doing things in a certain way—as the Spirit of God is in 
the process of shifting all of us in so many areas—then you’ll also have 
the opportunity to experience His blessing in so many realms of life in 
the remaining time He gives you on this earth.

So let’s place ourselves on a new trajectory. 


