
What People Are Saying About Wayne Huirua and 
Rebranding Worship…

In Rebranding Worship, Wayne Huirua, a precious friend, prolific 
writer, prophetic psalmist, and profound thinker, takes us back to 
God’s original intention for humanity: being one with the Father. 
Adam walked with God in the “cool” of the day. That word “cool” 
is a translation of the Hebrew word ruach, which can be translated 
as spirit, breath, and wind. To walk with God in the wind, breath, 
and “spirit” of the day, was to have deep, immediate, intimate, 
unbroken fellowship with God. Wayne invites us to rethink our 
understanding of who we are and what we are becoming in terms 
of that original relationship. He does a masterful job of inviting us 
to not merely think of worship as something we do to get back to 
a place of surrender to God because of the problem of the Fall. It 
is so much more. In fact, Wayne ultimately lets us know that wor-
ship isn’t even something we do; it is something born of love that 
we actually are and become. Take your time as you read, ponder, 
and meditate on the amazing insights Wayne offers here from the 
rich reservoir of his own overflowing spirit of love for the Father 
and the Son. He and Libby have been able to impart that amazing 
love in their concerts, seminars, and times of leading worship all 
around the world. You now have in your hand the opportunity to 
explore those very secrets to their sustained and overflowing joy. 
In the words of Solomon the Wise in his Song of Songs, “Drink 
deeply, O lovers.”

—Bishop Mark J. Chironna, MA, PhD  
Mark Chironna Ministries  

Church on the Living Edge, Orlando, FL 



On the global scene, Wayne Huirua stands out among those 
who lead with spiritual sensitivity—drawing worshippers into 
God’s presence; at the same time, with skill and spiritual dis-
cernment, he balances the contemporary with the timeless, 
always keeping eternity’s message and values in view.  

—Jack W. Hayford 
Chancellor, The King’s University, Dallas, TX and Los 

Angeles, CA

I love Wayne and Libby as friends—they are Generals in wor-
ship in New Zealand and carry an excellent spirit and a heart for 
mentoring and equipping creative Christians. I have no hesita-
tion in recommending them to you for Jesus-centered training.

—Israel Houghton 
Multi-Grammy-award-winning recording artist 

Worship pastor, Lakewood Church, Houston, TX

I have known Wayne and Libby Huirua for many years, both 
as leaders and as friends, and their heart for God, worship, and 
training and of discipling young creatives qualifies the platform 
they lead from.

—Darlene Zschech 
Award-winning recording artist 

Senior pastor, Hope Unlimited Church, NSW, Australia



Wayne’s understanding and implementation of pure, scrip-
turally and spiritually focused worship is rarely found today. 
Whether through his leading in worship, in his compositions, 
or as so beautifully articulated in this new book, Wayne enables 
the body of Christ to see the heart of God and His design for 
His children as worshippers!

—Sy Goraieb 
Director, The Institute of Worship, The King’s University,  

Los Angeles, CA

I’ve known Wayne and Libby for a while now, and this book 
truly reflects their love for the Lord and their passion for wor-
ship. As a worship leader, you look for insight that gives a fresh 
perspective on worship as it relates to our relationship with God 
and everyday living. Wayne has done just that. Not only is this 
a very insightful book, but it’s an easy read as well. I recommend 
Rebranding Worship due to Wayne’s years of experience and pas-
sion for God’s presence. Discover your God-given purpose!

—Adam Ranney  
Singer/songwriter 

International worship leader and mentor 
www.adamranney.org
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FOREWORD

In 1979, Bob Dylan recorded his hit song, “Gotta Serve 
Somebody.” Two years prior to this recording, Robert Bicknell 
wrote a charismatic favorite, “Lord Make Me an Instrument.” 
Both of these songs capture the theme that seems to drive Wayne 
Huirua’s premise of what it actually means to be a worshipper. 
However, Dylan’s declaration seems to indicate that Bicknell’s 
request is in some way redundant. We can’t be made into instru-
ments, we were already created to be worshippers, just like the 
rest of creation. The apostle Paul made something clear to his 
Roman readers when he said, “Don’t you know that when you 
offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or 
to obedience, which leads to righteousness?” (Romans 6:16 nkjv). 
He pointedly declares that our state is one of slavery, either slav-
ery of sin or of righteousness. 
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Dylan similarly sings that whether it’s the devil or the Lord, 
we’re going to have to serve somebody. The only choice we have is 
who we’re going to serve; serving itself is inevitable. It seems clear 
that God’s initial design was to create all of us with the innate 
capacity and desire to worship. This desire was always intended 
to be God-ward, but the fall of man produced another option. 
We are worshippers; and ultimately, we will worship—even if 
we’re so-called atheists. The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us that 
God “has planted eternity in men’s hearts and minds [a divinely 
implanted sense of a purpose working through the ages which noth-
ing under the sun but God alone can satisfy]…” (Ecclesiastes 3:11 
amp). Blaise Pascal said, “There is a God shaped vacuum in the 
heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, 
but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus.”

No human being has ever been given the choice to be a wor-
shipper; that was by divine intention—our Creator is a “ jealous 
God.” He is not insecure, but rather insistent that every created 
thing acknowledges Him as their Creator. He will not share His 
glory with anyone. The only choice we have is who or what we 
worship. The revelation of worship, in all of its aspects, is rooted 
in Scripture, and we are told by God the who, the what, the 
when, and the where of worship. We are never given the option 
to create or design our own system with which we are comfort-
able. What we are told is that it is His prerogative as to how all 
of this is to happen. 

I agree with Wayne of the need to distinguish real worship 
from the present understanding that equates worship with sing-
ing. But with all due respect to our shared conviction, my first 
introduction to Wayne was in late 1998 as I was listening to his 
anointed voice proclaim his deep desire in a song entitled, “How 
I Long for You.” Psalm 89:15 says, “Blessed are the people who 
know the joyful sound!” (nkjv). While I had never met Wayne 
personally, I was acquainted with that deep, soulful cry of 
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longing that he expressed in words that were expressing my own 
desire. I put it on repeat and just lay on the floor of my office 
and let his words become mine. I was listening to a “spirit and 
truth” worshipper, and I wanted to meet him. Fortunately, both 
the singer of the song and the writer of the book are the genuine 
article, and I have loved his heart for God ever since.

I think I would call his book A Short History of the Bible for 
Worshippers, and as you read, you’ll understand why. You will be 
encouraged, challenged, and inspired.

—Bishop Joseph L. Garlington, Sr. 
Senior pastor, 

Covenant Church of Pittsburgh 
Presiding bishop, 

Reconciliation! An International Network of Churches and 
Ministries
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1

DESIGNED FOR WORSHIP

Have you ever noticed that Adam and Eve never worshipped? 

Adam and Eve, God’s ultimate expression of love, His finest 
creation, our example of pre-fallen man in paradise with God 
Himself…yet not once do we find them in a posture of worship! 
In the famous garden of Eden, God and man existed together 
in a relationship yet untainted by sin and amazingly we see no 
expression of worship! Well, that is, we don’t see an expression 
that we are familiar with, either ancient or contemporary. 

Am I the only one who finds that more than curious?

You’d think that in this crucial time of establishing of all 
things with man, a principle like worship would have been at the 
top of the list. Certainly it would seem a more important daily 
ritual for the first couple to exemplify for us than gardening or 
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naming the animals. Yet when we open our Bible at page one 
and read about them hanging out in the garden with God, we 
see zero references to worship as we know it. There were no 
altars, no sacrifices, no bowing down, no singing or dancing or 
painting or worship push-ups. Nobody was getting offended at 
loud PA levels, or fighting over who was to take the lead part, or 
wishing the congregation would stop texting. In the birthplace 
of paradise, God did not set man up with a system of worship. 

But maybe Adam and Eve were worshipping better, more 
thoroughly, more beautifully, than the rest of us ever have.

If I was to ask most Christians today what their definition 
of worship is, very few would say it is the singing and music 
in church (although when we hear the word worship, that’s the 
first image most of us get in our minds). No, most of you would 
come back to me with phrases like “an attitude of submission,” 
“a lifestyle,” or “an act of intimacy,” and these would all be very 
correct responses. However, when you put them all together, 
what does worship actually look like? Bowing, sacrificing, sing-
ing, praising, acknowledging God and telling Him how cool He 
is? Well, this is all good stuff for sure, but we don’t see Adam 
and Eve doing any of this. 

Where is God’s pattern for us to follow? Here in the very 
design phase of creation, why would God in all His wisdom 
choose not to have His beloved centerpiece spend time each day 
worshipping Him with any, or all, of the things we would define 
today as worship?

Well here’s my humble opinion: because they didn’t need to. 

There was no sin, and therefore no atonement needed; no 
broken relationship and therefore no need to sacrifice. They 
didn’t need to bow down because there was no exaltation of self. 
They didn’t need to declare praise because simply by being, they 
reflected the very glory of God, and declared His praises along 



16  Rebranding Worship

with all of creation. They didn’t need to worship as we see wor-
ship today, because Adam and Eve were already one with God.

DESIGNED FOR WORSHIP  
OR FOR ONENESS?

We often hear it said that we were “designed for worship,” 
that our hearts and minds were made to worship God. However 
I don’t think we were designed for worship so much as we were 
designed for oneness. Sin, however, messed up that oneness. 
And in a nutshell, I think worship is our way back to oneness 
with God. Let me explain that again: if sin was the exercise of 
self-will that broke our oneness with God, then worship is the 
surrender of self-will and a submission to God’s will once again 
in order to return to that oneness.

So worship isn’t the goal…oneness with God is. 

Worship is the process of helping us reach the goal of one-
ness. Matt Redman so honestly and simply leads us in his song, 
“We’re coming back to the heart of worship.”

My aim is for this book is to simply and honestly come back 
to the heart of worship. To rebrand worship as what it really 
should be: walking back to oneness. 

A major part of what we actually do in worship today is 
wrapped up in this return to God’s will by submitting our own. 
The humbling, the repentance, the submission, the bowing 
down…the breaking of self. That’s fine, but what about the 
other stuff? The gushy stuff? Why do we sing and woo God…
with romantic overtones? Why this talk of intimacy and deep, 
tender love when it comes to worship? Well, because worship is 
not just repentance. It’s not just getting back to square one in 
God’s book. Worship is repenting, submitting, and then taking 
it further—to relationship. Our inward submission is only half 
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the process; God ultimately wants us to push forward into rela-
tionship with Him!

We need to get beyond the process (worship) to the final 
destination (oneness with God). 

It’s so easy to turn the idea of dying-to-self into an entire 
doctrine in itself. Too many believers have based their whole 
concept of God on the fact that He punishes sin and conse-
quently live in constant trepidation, feeling like they have to 
jump through a series of hoops to avoid His judgment. And 
that, ladies and gentlemen, is exactly how you turn a relation-
ship into a religion and a glorious communion into a list of do’s 
and don’ts. 

To see God as just a cosmic punisher is to recreate Him 
in our own petty, bitter image. And that is just plain wrong. 
Every culture on the planet has a religion based on fear. Even 
those that claim to be all about goodness and peace have, some-
where, that tell-tale manipulative warning: “If you don’t do x, 
then y will happen to you!” In contrast, Christianity offers a 
completely freeing message: it’s not about what you do, it’s about 
what God has already done. Anybody who has found true life in 
God knows that God is all about love, not punishment. 

And that is why oneness is so important. Oneness with God 
assumes a loving relationship with Him, not one based in fear. 
We cannot worship God out of fear: “If I don’t bow down to 
Him, He’s going to strike me down!” I grew up in a culture that 
believes unless we say prayers to and appease the spirits around 
us (sent by God), they are going to haunt us and torment us and 
make us sick and poor. That type of worship is not given will-
ingly, but rather forcefully, and it can never be called love. It’s 
like a guy trying to force a girl to fall in love with him by holding 
a baseball bat above her head and demanding her to say, “I love 
you!”
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He may get her words, but he certainly doesn’t get her heart!

Any two people in love naturally gush over each other. I do 
believe we were designed to be in love with God, and He with 
us. It’s therefore natural to tell Him that we love Him and say 
nice things about Him, and so we praise and worship Him with 
love songs—and love to do so! 

So half of what we are required to do in worship is to try and 
reverse the bad call made by Adam, and return to the Father 
like the prodigal son. When we come to our senses and God 
makes us aware of our sad state, we make the decision to return 
to Him. But that is just the first half! Although repentance is a 
vital part of worship, it is not the end! 

Feeling completely unworthy, we are then overwhelmed by 
the Father’s love, acceptance, and celebration. This, of course, 
leads to the other half of worship. God loves us, and—here’s the 
incredible part—we can love Him back! That’s more than just 
the breaking of self. The prodigal son didn’t just come back to 
his father: he came back and then continued living in his father’s 
house, as his much-beloved son. I can’t imagine the father just 
said, “Ok, you’re forgiven,” and then went back to his business of 
being rich and ignoring his returned son. I doubt that the father 
kept threatening his son, “If you don’t do exactly as I say, I’ll kick 
you out of my house and you’ll be back with the pigs!” I doubt 
that he motivated his son by fear—not after killing the fatted 
calf for him when the son returned home. Fear is not a great 
motivator. Love, however, is the best!

Some might think this a little ridiculous, a little overstated. 
To be in love with God? That’s a pretty out-there concept. Too 
modern, too Pentecostal. It’s just the result of a younger genera-
tion bringing romantic notions from chick flicks into the church. 
And as wonderful as Bradley Cooper may be, that’s not the kind 
of doctrine that stands up to the pillars of church belief that has 
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withstood centuries of whims, styles, and phases throughout 
centuries! Isn’t being in love with God just succumbing to mere 
emotionalism? Where in the Bible are we instructed to be “in 
love” with God? 

Well to anybody who may be asking those questions, take 
a look at Jesus’ words in Matthew: “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment” (Matthew 
22:37–38 niv).

I don’t know if I could think of a better definition for “in 
love” than that.

We’ve heard that verse so often we’ve actually forgotten 
what it means. And even more problematically, we’ve forgotten 
to take it literally. Sometimes when we’re in more traditional 
settings, we’ve reduced its meaning to something like, “be really, 
really loyal!” 

Many hear the words “with all your heart…soul and…mind” 
and think, Ok I need to be really committed, but they don’t really 
catch the most important part: “Love the Lord your God….”

Commitment suggests loyalty. But love? Love suggests 
intimacy.

Our traditional idea of the “proper” way to love and worship 
God is very different from the timeless values given by God from 
the very beginning. Jesus quoted these words, referring back, of 
course, to the very first commandment given by God to Moses, 
in Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength” (niv). So I’d say 
this “modern-hippie-charismatic-teenage-touchy-feely-love” con-
cept is about as old as the hills, and as traditional as you can get.

Even in the Old Testament, David danced like an idiot 
before God, although his wife mocked him. Today, emotional 
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and abandoned expressions of worship continue to be mocked 
by “sensible” Christians everywhere, yet God is looking for, and 
honors, this love very highly. 

PUT EMOTION IN MOTION

There has been, and continues to be, an anti-emotion 
sector in the church, in which Christians are worried about 
too much emotionalism. They are, in particular, worried about 
the youth who base their faith on feelings and thus admit-
tedly waver in their faith from day to day and from crisis to 
crisis. In response, many Christians run too far in the oppo-
site direction and withdraw from all acts of worship that seem 
too demonstrative and too emotional. However this “all your 
heart” commandment makes it pretty difficult to worship 
without emotion or feeling. And Deuteronomy (and Jesus) say 
not just some, but all! “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart….”

God is an emotional being and has created us as emo-
tional beings. It makes sense that a relationship between these 
two emotional beings would involve emotion! He calls us His 
“bride,” for goodness’ sake. (See Ephesians 5:25.) Since when 
have you known a marriage to flourish without emotion? 
Without tenderness, intimacy, or romance, it’s not a marriage, 
it’s just a partnership.

If you think about it for more than five seconds, the idea of 
emotion being wrong and inappropriate in worship, in church, 
and in our relationships is simply ludicrous! So how did it end 
up that way? Well think about this for a second: if I were Satan 
trying to thwart God’s relationship with His people, that’s 
exactly where I’d start. I’d lose the heart, and make it all about 
the mind, rational thought, and argument. 
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We hype ourselves up for every other area of life. We love 
our spouses, our kids, our parents; we go to the game and get 
crazy. We look in the mirror and repeat “I’m a winner” in prep-
aration for a job interview. The entire movie industry is built 
on emotion; they try to get us laughing, crying, scared, angry, 
or just in general on the edge of our seats. Or how about emo-
tion in everyday life? I’ve seen grown men get more emotional 
about a steak than they do about worshipping God; and don’t 
get me started on women and their shoes! But in the church…
oh no. “We can’t allow emotions to take over,” Satan whispers 
to us. It would be disrespectful and inappropriate. Or more 
to the point, it would be considered just hype and not “real.” 
Since when has the expression of emotion been not real? Surely 
it’s the repression of emotion and heartfelt expression that is 
dishonest! 

I would venture to say that many today who struggle with 
scenes of emotional worship probably struggle with any form 
of demonstrative emotion. Either they have shut down their 
feelings because of some unresolved hurt, or they simply can’t 
resolve intellectually what’s going on inside, and therefore they 
reject it. Maybe they are simply lazy and don’t want to step out 
of themselves to give emotionally in worship. Many, I’d say, just 
need a little bit of license and a whole lot of practice.

Many, of course, especially the elderly, lack the physical agil-
ity they once had to jump about like a clown, but it’s amazing 
how an attitude of heart will reveal itself either way. I’ve seen 
some spritely old folks give any youth a run for their money in 
praise and worship, and I’ve seen pride hold back the young, 
middle-aged, and old alike. You may fool me, but nobody’s fool-
ing God. He knows the attitude inside. He knows whether 
you’re giving it your all or not!
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JESUS AND THE PARTY CRASHERS

I’ve always loved how Jesus defended a radical show of emo-
tion that made a mess of a perfectly civilized soiree at the house 
of Simon the Leper. When this woman burst into the room with 
perfume, lavishly poured it all over Jesus’ feet, and anointed Him 
for burial, it was looked down upon by those attending, and she 
was harshly rebuked and belittled. It really was an over-the-top 
burst of emotion, and the other guests let their disapproval be 
known. Jesus, however, seeing through their proud and shallow 
hearts, fiercely defended her. “Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel 
is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be 
told, in memory of her” (Matthew 26:13 niv).

Pretty strong response for just a “show” of emotion!

On another occasion, at the house of another Simon, (the 
Pharisee), a similar thing happened, but this time it was even 
more intense. However, instead of outwardly rebuking the 
woman, the Pharisee (who was supposed to be representing 
God!) inwardly thought less of Jesus for His apparent lack of 
discernment in knowing what kind of woman she was. 

Jesus’ response brings me to tears when I read it:

“Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did 
not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 
her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give 
me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not 
stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head: but 
she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her 
many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. 
But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus 
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests began 
to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
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sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace.”  (Luke 7:44–50 niv)

Once again, Jesus goes to the defense of one who, out of 
great gratitude, is not afraid to let her feelings show. We can 
look at this story and all gang up on Simon the Pharisee for 
being judgmental, for thinking too much of his own holiness, 
for not recognizing who Jesus was, but the real question we need 
to be asking ourselves is, when it comes to our own worship, 
which character are we more like? Simon the Pharisee or the 
woman with perfume?

We may not be a full-on, hypocritical Pharisee, but do we 
lean more toward letting our feelings show or do we keep our 
worship appropriately “measured”? Have you ever had a little 
critical thought when you’ve seen someone being somewhat 
“over-the-top” in their expression of worship? Why are we afraid 
to express our emotion in worship? Why? Is it pride or fear or 
simple laziness?

Personally, I’d rather err on the side of too much than not 
enough. As a parent I’m hardly going to disapprove of too much 
emotion displayed in the love I receive from my kids. Do you 
think the Father will disapprove of too much emotion from 
you? If you do, perhaps it’s wise to ask yourself why? Methinks 
you may have an issue! Best get that looked at lest it hold you 
back from relating properly to your heavenly Father.

RELIGION VERSUS RELATIONSHIP

It seems that God has always been after an emotionally inti-
mate relationship with us. In fact, I’d go so far as to say that, 
throughout the years, God’s greatest battle in the church has 
been to keep us from turning a beautiful and intimate love rela-
tionship into a lifeless religion and stone-cold ritual. The reserve 
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and conservatism we often use before His face are meant to 
display fear and reverence, but they so easily become a smoke 
screen for saving one’s own pride and dignity. 

If we are to be one with God, then one of us has got to die—
and it’s not going to be God. He already died once, so that leaves 
us. But we have to realize we’re not dying to the stuff we really 
want to keep, to what makes us beautiful, loving, and kind. It’s 
just self-will and pride that need to go, and you know as well as I 
do that those characteristics never look good on anybody!

We need to see that one leads to the other. Tossing self-
will and pride in the trash leads to oneness. We can’t have the 
intimacy unless our pride is broken, we can’t have the oneness 
without submitting our will, and we can’t have His life until we 
die to self. True intimacy is reserved for the broken ones who 
know what God has done for them.

Jesus made pretty clear what God’s original and never-
wavering intention is for us when He prayed for His disciples 
in John 17:21–23: 

…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that 
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. (niv)

…that’s pretty straight-up huh?

Oneness, glory, love, all wrapped up in that one prayer from 
Jesus Himself. And when we come to the pearly gates at the 
end of our days here, He will refer back to that prayer and ask 
our response to it, with one question: “Did I know you?” This is 



Designed for Worship  25

Jesus we’re talking about, there’s no one He doesn’t know. The 
question He’s really asking is, did we know Him? Did we get 
personal with Him? Did we get close enough to Him to know 
His ways, thoughts, heart? Were we, according to the prayer He 
prayed, “one” with Him and the Father? 

I’m taking a wild guess that if you’re reading this book, 
you’re one of the Christians out there who would rather not hear 
the words “I never knew you” (Matthew 7:23 niv) come out of 
Jesus’ mouth. I’m saddened to think that many of the unfortu-
nate recipients of these words may be regular church attendees, 
regular tithers, regular supporters of all the events that church 
runs. They may even be leaders or ministers—trained profes-
sionals who approached God for everybody else but failed to 
maintain their own personal relationship. Remember, most of 
those who rebuked the perfume lady were trained professionals, 
religious leaders, and even Christ’s own disciples. When you’re 
face-to-face with Jesus on that day, your title will mean nothing. 
He will see only your heart and know your deepest thoughts 
and feelings.

Take a second to ask yourself honestly about the attitude 
of your heart in worship. Do you love Him with all your heart, 
all your soul and all your mind? Or are you afraid to show it 
in public? Are you uncomfortable showing it even in private? 
This is the real killer question: If you were God, would you be 
moved emotionally by what you bring Him in worship? These are 
the questions we need to be asking ourselves and our churches 
all the time. 

It’s time for the bride to fall back in love with her Bridegroom!


