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FOREWORD

Are you searching for meaning in your life? Do you know why 
you were created? Are you fulfilling your God-given destiny and 
experiencing fulfillment as a result? One day, we each will stand 
before our creator God and hope to hear the golden words “Well, 
done! You were faithful with the gifts and talents I gave to you.” 

Are there keys to finding and fulfilling your purpose and des-
tiny in life? How do you grow in your understanding and set real-
istic, attainable goals that still give you the capacity to dream? 

Dr. Bill Greenman, in his book Your Unique Purpose: How You 
Can Make an Impact on the World, undoubtedly teaches us that 
there are keys that will unlock our purpose. In fact, Bill brilliantly 
and pragmatically gives us keys of the kingdom in this complete 
manual, which is a blueprint we each can follow!

For years, I have learned to pray the Scriptures. In fact, if you 
want to pray a perfect prayer, then pray the Word of the Bible. I 
have turned to Ephesians 1:18–19 many times as my guiding light. 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that 
you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is 
the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.
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The Lord would not give us a prayer in the Scriptures that 
is impossible to fulfill. Yes, you can know the hope of His call-
ing! Yes, you can have the eyes of your heart enlightened and illu-
minated. Yes, you can stand with confidence that you have been 
found faithful before the Lord. In fact, finding and fulfilling your 
destiny and purpose in life is not a boring thing at all. It brings life! 
It brings joy! It brings satisfaction!

I have personally known Bill and his wonderful family for over 
twenty-five years. We have walked through the peaks and valleys 
of life together, prayed together, and stood together. I have seen 
my friend grow and change and yet always cling close to God and 
family, keeping godly, wise core values. With years of both mar-
ketplace and ministry experience, Bill embodies this message. 

A coach of a successful athletic team has a game plan to win, 
not lose! A good CEO of a business searches out how to maximize 
the tools he has, how to strengthen the weak places, and accent the 
strengths. A quality senior pastor or leader of a ministry has God’s 
vision in mind and works from that perspective. 

As I certified life language instructor, I can assure you, this man 
knows the right principles, lives his own message, and that these 
principles work! This is not the next theoretical how-to manual. You 
really can find your purpose, plan your future, and live your destiny! 

So go on an adventure. Dare to dream big! Seek the Lord and 
believe that He is directing your steps. Read and apply the teach-
ings of one of my dearest covenant friends in life in this compre-
hensive guide. Read, pray, and apply the words of this book, and 
you will become a satisfied person who has fulfilled, is fulfilling, 
and will fulfill God’s highest plan for your life!

With great joy,

—Dr. James W. Goll 
International director of Encounters Network, Prayer Storm, 

and GET E-School 
International best-selling author 
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PREFACE

When I entered ministry in the mid 1970s, I quickly became 
aware of a fairly universal need among Christians everywhere 
I traveled. I heard it echoed again and again for several years by 
the hundreds of people I taught, consulted, and counseled. Each 
person had a deeply felt need to find the reason he or she was alive 
on planet earth. Each asked, “Who am I?” “What’s my purpose?” 
“How do I find it and how do I fulfill it?”

THREE BIG QUESTIONS

This prompted me to begin my own investigation as to just 
how widespread this heart cry was. Over the last several decades, 
I’ve asked people of all ages, races, both sexes, and most socio-eco-
nomic levels on several continents the same three questions. 

1. Can you explain to me your specific purpose in life—
why you are on the earth—in one sentence? 

2. Do you have a long-term written plan to assure you that 
you will live out that purpose? 

3. Do you believe it’s possible to live in the utmost confi-
dence and productivity if you can’t answer yes to ques-
tions 1 and 2?



18  Your Unique Purpose

I’ve heard the same unfortunate responses from virtually every 
large audience and individual. Consistantly, the results showed 
that less than 10 percent of the people I surveyed knew their pur-
pose and less than 10 percent of those who did know it had any 
sort of a written plan to bring it to pass! That means that about 99 
percent of the people on this planet are not living the confident and 
productive lives they could be living if they knew their purpose and 
had a written plan to help carry it out. 

I feel fairly confident that you wouldn’t be reading this book 
if you weren’t serious about finding and fulfilling the destiny you 
were made for. I’m just as confident that you’ll enjoy the journey 
in this book we’re about to take together. It’s the most important 
journey any human being can begin. 

WHY THIS BOOK?

I wrote my first book on how to find your purpose in 1986, 
though I’d been teaching on it for several years. In 1996, the Lord 
instructed me to revise that message and get it to “all ages, using 
all media, on every continent.” This was to be my part of “chang-
ing the expression of Christianity in the earth in a single genera-
tion.” That’s a commission many believers across the planet have 
heard—it’s not unique to me—but it was a surprise. The Lord 
made it clear to me that when His people were confidently living 
in their divine purposes, unity would increase and everyone would 
see a difference. I agreed to do my best.

My first task was to rewrite my first book and give it a new 
title, Discover Your Purpose, Design Your Destiny, Direct Your 
Achievement. The book, published in 1998, is now being used as a 
textbook in a curriculum for second-year ministry students at one 
hundred satellite campuses of Life Christian University in twelve 
nations. Since then, I’ve written over a dozen more books, courses, 
workbooks, seminars, audios, and videos on the subject. 
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I’d like to say that God’s first prompting was all the reason I 
needed to create those products, but that would be lie. The real 
reason is somewhat more supernatural and changed me forever. 
Let me explain.

While I was writing my second book in 1997, I became very 
discouraged. At that time, my son was deeply involved in the 
Dallas, Texas, drug scene, had been arrested a couple of times, and 
was facing possible adult prison—all before his fifteenth birthday. 
One day, I was feeling completely overwhelmed by his dark life and 
how it was affecting my wife, my two daughters, and me. I told the 
Lord that afternoon, “Why are you having me write this book? My 
family is in big trouble and I haven’t been in full-time ministry for 
three years. No one knows me. I have no voice, no platform. I can’t 
do this…. I quit!” God was not impressed, to say the least.

As I put my head down on my desk at that moment, some-
thing happened that I can only call a heavenly vision. I realize this 
may sound strange or even be outside of some people’s belief of 
what God does today or what His Word says. All I can tell you is 
that it happened to me. I suddenly found myself standing in what 
I knew was the throne room of God for the judgment of Christians 
at the end-time. Jesus was on the throne, and a man I somehow 
knew was a Christian stood about ten feet before Him. Behind 
the man were thousands of Christians of all ages, races, and both 
sexes waiting their turn. Jesus leaned forward and asked the man 
firmly yet compassionately, “Why didn’t you do what I created you 
to do?” The man was obviously very broken over the fact that he 
had not lived the life Jesus had ordained for him. He was weep-
ing because he’d missed his life’s purpose, a purpose the Lord had 
payed for with His own life. The man sobbed deeply as he said, “I 
wanted to…I just didn’t know how to find out what it was.” 

Then the people behind this man, all as deeply hurt as he was, 
began to weep bitterly as they realized their own missed lives. 
They all began to cry out, “We didn’t know how to find it, either!” I 
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stood there dumbfounded with my heart aching for them all at the 
tragedy of their unfulfilled lives. Then Jesus turned to me, looked 
me directly in the eye, pointed His finger at me, and said in a very 
stern voice, “Why didn’t you teach them?”

I instantly opened my eyes, jumped back in my chair, and 
gasped at what I’d just experienced. I was stunned that God was 
saying that if I didn’t do my purpose by teaching others how to find 
and do His will for them, then I’d actually keep untold numbers of 
people from finding their purposes and fulfilling their destinies. I 
would miss my destiny by not helping them fulfill theirs. It shook 
me to the core of my being that day. It still does as I write this, and 
every time I think of it. 

I can still see those people. I can still feel their anguish. I will 
not allow that vision to be fulfilled! So my commitment is to give 
hope and build confidence in the hearts of God’s people, that they do 
have a unique and unequalled value in God’s kingdom and there-
fore can have a significant, positive effect on the world around 
them. I’ll do my part to inspire, educate, and activate believers in 
how to discover their God-given purpose and how to design the 
destiny required to achieve that purpose. 

I will fulfill my purpose and live out my destiny with all the 
power I have and all that God will give me. This book you’re hold-
ing is part of my destiny, my fufilled purpose. You are one more 
person I’ve had the opportunity to help hear, “Well done!” instead 
of “Why not?” That’s why I do this. That’s what motivates me every 
day. Now, I hope it motivates you!

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

There are a couple of things I want to point out to you con-
cerning this book before you start reading. 

• First, utilize only the strategies, forms, and actions in this 
book that you feel is needed to achieve your destiny. I’m not 
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trying to bind you up with lots of activities. You don’t have to 
employ every bit of information. Use what fits and leave the 
rest for a later time when it may be more appropriate, or never 
use it at all if you don’t want to. 

• Second, if you think this book is about a get-rich-quick for-
mula or an easy path to success and prestige, go return it and 
get your money back right now! This is about work! You’ll find 
no shortcuts to wealth, fame, or recognition here. But you will 
find easy-to-implement principles of life that will help make 
you successful in just about every area of your life if you apply 
them. 

I do not think that I’m the only person responsible for help-
ing every Christian on earth find and fulfill their God-given pur-
pose. But I do believe I’m responsible for what I can do. We all are 
important. We all have a purpose. We all have a divine destiny to 
live. I believe that just about everyone wants to get started living 
out their purpose and destiny, yet most never do. Why? Because 
they don’t have a map, a path to follow. I pray this book can be the 
beginning of that map, a path for you.

—Bill Greenman
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INTRODUCTION

My theory, or the Master Principles Theory, is that there 
aren’t thousands of things to do to be good or even great at any-
thing (which includes fulfilling your personal purpose and des-
tiny), just a few things. Only about half a dozen things or so are 
needed to achieve success in any area of life. I call these the “master 
principles.” Find them, learn them, and apply them, and your life 
will change for the better, probably quickly. I’m going to share the 
main ones I’ve found over the last fifty-plus years with you in this 
book. The benefits of using these master principles are that…

• Doors will open to you. 

• Relationships will improve.

• Your mind and body will get healthier. 

• You will achieve more success faster.

• Wealth will begin and grow in many areas.

It’s not mystical or magical or even hard. It’s not a secret, but it 
is special knowledge. Fulfilling your destiny is about taking these 
principles and unlocking what has you shut out from what you 
want. 

Now, it takes real discipline to utilize the master principles, 
and plenty of it. When it comes to getting anything you really 
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want, you won’t get there instantly or without effort; but anyone 
can do it if he or she decides to do so. Hopefully that includes you. 
It took me awhile, but once I saw that I needed only to find and 
use a few principles to acquire anything I really wanted, I jumped 
in with both feet. I’ve searched for and found those principles for 
health, fitness, financial increase, influence, business success, rela-
tionships, marriage, ministry, and personal growth. 

OPENING DOORS

I’ve been blessed by God to have accomplished many of my 
desires over the last sixty years. I’ve traveled the world, taught 
thousands of students, and written books and curriculums to 
help people live their dreams in their daily lives. I’ve surfed in 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans (what a blast!), earned a second-
degree black belt in martial arts, spent seventeen years as a tra-
peze artist, owned my own circus for twelve years, been inter-
viewed about my accomplishments more times than I can count, 
and spoken to crowds of ten thousand people and millions on 
TV. I married the woman I loved and have stayed with her for 
over forty years while we raised three awesome kids—now we’re 
grand-parenting our four just-as-awesome grandkids. I have 
friends on five continents and many nations, and had successful 
international businesses and many successful failures (more on 
that in a moment).

None of that—I repeat, none of that—would have happened 
if I hadn’t found and used the master principles needed to gain 
success in each area. None of that was by chance. And I still have a 
lot of items on my “life list” to accomplish before I leave the planet, 
if Jesus doesn’t come back first. Those who personally know me 
will agree that I’m not bragging here—I’m just trying to share a 
reality of life that, if you can grasp, will make you unstoppable, an 
achievement machine! 
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Really, I’m nothing special. I didn’t have an amazing family life 
as a kid, though it wasn’t terrible, either—probably middle-class, 
average vanilla. My dad taught me only to avoid the back of his 
hand, though I did “catch” some great character items from him 
by watching the way he worked, accomplished things, and treated 
my mother. I never had a male role model who expressed care and 
concern and encouraged me until I was in college. I was an often 
drunk, insecure, young idiot who was headed for nowhere and get-
ting there on time at the ripe old age of eighteen. But at that point 
in my short life, God turned me around, and I discovered how to 
live life with focused direction. I found the right principles and 
applied them vigorously, and they’ve never stopped working for 
me, no matter to what I applied them!

WHAT WILL YOU CHOOSE

But you know what else I’ve found? Very few people ever 
embrace these master principles. Why? They don’t want the disci-
plines they require. They say, “It takes too long.” “It’s too hard.” “I 
want to do the spectacular stuff now!” 

I used to be one of those people, but I realized that few folks 
get to the top because few, including me at that time, are willing to 
do what it takes. They don’t understand that the very things they 
shun are the very keys to everything they want! Incredible. Sad. 
Don’t let that be you! I know that if I could change, anyone can!

When my life turned around freshman year at Florida State 
University in 1971, I began to get back to the master principles. 
Yes, I said “back.” Slowly. I wasn’t a rocket; I was a snail. But I 
was finally moving in the right direction. I had to go back to the 
beginning. You see, I had already been introduced to the master 
principles very early in my life—I just hadn’t known it.

I’d like to ask you this question: Are you willing to embrace the 
discipline to do what it takes to get what you want? Just a question.
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLES

I first learned the master principles at the YMCA as kid. My 
dad took me to the Y to learn how to swim when I was five years 
old (sadly, it’s the only thing I remember ever doing together). It 
was there that I first heard about what most folks call “the fun-
damentals.” I believe that the fundamentals are the foundation of 
the master principles, and take us to a higher realm of focus and 
learning. For me at the age of five, the fundamentals all were about 
swimming:

• Floating 

• Breathing at the right time so you didn’t inhale the water

• Moving your arms and legs at the same time and in the same 
direction

• Diving “along the water,” not down to the bottom 

• Obeying the whistle 

• Flipping to turn 

• Not drowning

These are just a few simple instructions, a few master prin-
ciples of survival and fun. How many principles could a five-
year-old grasp, anyway? But I still needed a coach to teach them, 
explain them, and help me to establish them in my mind and body. 
(Remember that it’s a master principle in itself, but I’m way ahead 
of myself on that, so back to the story.)

Those were the master principles of swimming. I went after 
them with a vengeance, not actually knowing that I was doing so, 
because it was just so much fun to me. I became the fish of the 
family, and I was good. I worked on those principles, or fundamen-
tals. I began to compete in swim contests as I grew older and won 
a lot of them. In fact, I won too much. 
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I grew up in a town with few swimmers in my age group, so 
when I moved to a town that had a lot, it was not pretty. My very 
first meet, instead of the usual first place, I came in last place. I 
swam well; the other guys were just better. I was devastated. You 
see, I was never given the master principle to that situation—what 
to do when you are defeated, how to “fail successfully” when it 
doesn’t go your way. 

I don’t remember a coach consoling me or encouraging me, 
though they may have. I walked away from competitive swimming 
at the age of twelve. I was “locked out” of what I loved because I 
didn’t have the key to get back in. That key, or principle, was self-
confidence. It’s what helps us fail successfully, or, in my case, get 
back in the pool after a defeat. 

If someone had just told me that I could have confidence in 
my proven ability, that I could grow and get better, I’d have done 
it. But I thought that, if I couldn’t win every time, I shouldn’t and 
wouldn’t compete. I never went back to competitive swimming 
again. Sad. Ignorant. But I was only twelve, and I would bounce 
back playing other team and individual sports, even if only as aver-
age for the most part. 

However, though I did learn the truth that the fundamen-
tals could become the master principles of achieving my dreams, 
I simply concluded that swimming wasn’t supposed to be one of 
those dreams. What about you—what’s your story of failing suc-
cessfully? If you don’t have one, why not? If you have failed unsuc-
cessfully, what happened, and how can you change the next time? 
We’ll talk about this later in the book.

TEAMS

My next foray into sports was football. I wanted to play flag 
football…well, actually, I wanted to play it because it was the only 
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football offered to my age group at the time. I tried out and made 
the team. To make the team, you had to do just a few things: 

• Run hard.

• Catch a football.

• Learn a few plays.

• Yell loud.

• Grab the flag off the other team’s guy with the ball. 

Furthermore, I wanted to be the quarterback, so I had to learn 
a couple of more items, such as how to…

• Hold on to the ball when hiked to me. 

• Hand the ball off to another guy. 

• Throw the ball in the general direction of one of my team-
mates in the hopes he might actually turn his head and try to 
catch it (rare occurrence!). 

• Yell loud enough so my entire team could hear the right signal 
on which to start the play, without ejecting my larynx onto the 
playing field.

So I did my best. I worked on those master principles, and I 
got better. I don’t remember anything about any of that flag foot-
ball season, but I do remember it was my introduction to team 
sports in a new way. I realized that, if we were going to win, my 
teammates and I had to do the basics and then turn them into the 
master principles. That proved to be true in everything I’ve done 
since. I haven’t always stood on the platform of victory, but I have 
been on some great teams—in sports, business, and ministry.

THE POINT

What I’m trying to get across to you here is that the master 
principles are not that difficult to learn in any area you wish to 
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excel, because there aren’t a lot of them. Just a few. Whatever it is 
you want to do, you can probably do it if you simply take the time 
and make an effort to find the master principles and apply a few. 
The task is knowing where to find those principles.

So hereafter, I’ll focus on the major master principles of life, 
which I’ve discovered and successfully applied in my own life. It’ll 
be real-life stuff, not theory. It will cover a lot of areas, but there are 
not a lot of principles in any one of them. I hope that together we 
can unlock some areas of your life along the way. That would be a 
thrill for me. What are some areas of your life that need unlocked?
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MASTER PRINCIPLE #1 

FIND YOUR PURPOSE

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
—Matthew 22:39

This section is about finding out about you, your self, what 
makes you, you. The fact is that you are much more than you 
think. You are your personality. You are your experiences. You 
are your physical body. You are a product of your home, family, 
friends, and culture. You’re a very unique person. Finding yourself 
entails delving into all of the above and more. While we can’t go 
over all the master principles of finding you in this short book, I 
will give you some vital ones to help you get started. Check out my 
Web site in the “Resources” section at the back of this book for 
more materials.
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WHY AM I HERE?

“Man’s search for meaning is  
the primary motivation in his life.” 

—Victor Frankl

THE QUESTION

What is my life supposed to accomplish? That’s the second 
most important question you must answer (the first question 
being: Who is Jesus Christ of Nazareth?). Once you’ve dealt with 
Christ, you must discover exactly what you were created to do 
with Him for the furthering of His kingdom. As Christians, 
we hand the rights to our lives to the Lord God when we make 
Jesus the Master of our lives. From the moment we surrender to 
Him, our number one goal must be to find and to fulfill our God-
ordained purpose. Of course, we as Christians can accomplish 
worthwhile goals by ourselves; but how worthwhile can they be 
if they never pertain to our ordained purpose, given to us by God 
Himself?
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WHAT HAPPENED?

Let me share with you the events of two five-year periods of my 
life. The contrast is startling. 

In the first five years, from 1971–1976, I showed little notable 
fruit…OK, no notable fruit. I attended Florida State University 
and managed to graduate with an A average after spending four 
of those five years climbing out of a C average. I joined that uni-
versity’s student circus (more on that later). I met Jesus, though 
you couldn’t tell it by my actions during this time. I drank way 
too much beer, along with other unproductive actions I will not 
go into. Basically, I was average by every sense of the word. Well, 
maybe not every sense…there was the circus.

The next five years of my life, 1977–1982, were remarkably 
different. During that time, I spoke to thousands of people, wrote 
a book, worked as a professional trapeze artist and acrobatic per-
former traveling across North America, owned and directed my 
own circus, and trained ordinary people from all walks of life to 
be professional, quality performers. I was ordained as a minister; 
interviewed by radio and television stations, and newspapers; and 
helped other people get started in their callings. I acted much more 
like someone who had met Jesus, and was anything but average—
all of which I assure you is not a boast in my personal abilities.

What made such a profound difference in my life in such a 
short period of time? What changed? Was it God favoring me? 
Did I get some big break? Was it fate? The simple answer is that I 
discovered the purpose that was only mine, and I made the decision 
to fulfill it! That decision led to the knowledge I needed to accom-
plish the plans of that purpose. It was hard work, and it was often 
lonely. But it was the most wonderful time of my life because I 
finally knew I was doing what I was created to do. I still know that! 
I want you to know it for yourself, as well! I want you to find your 
purpose.



Why Am I Here?  35

“Every human being is created for a unique and pro-
foundly important personal purpose. Their destinies 

matter. The task of life is to find that purpose and fulfill 
it without apology or regret.” 

—Bill Greenman

SOME SERIOUS QUESTIONS

Were you born by chance? Were you born into your family 
by a whim of nature? Your country, your race—is it all an acci-
dent? If you’re a person who never knew your mother or father, or 
if you were born to parents who were not married, or if you are the 
offspring of a woman who was raped—does that make you less a 
creation of God? Can anyone decide when and where and to whom 
he or she wants to be born? 

The answer to all these questions is no. No! You are not an 
accident or a product of chance. You were supposed to be born in 
your generation, and that’s why God put you here. You are totally 
unique! You were born for a unique and important destiny that no 
one but you can achieve! Yes, life can be cruel, but with God, you 
can overcome that cruelty and become what He created you to be. 
And whatever that may be, it’s meant to be wonderful!

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and under-
standing, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened 
with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attain-
ing of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to 
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the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in Light.  (Colossians 1:9–12)

In his letter to the Colossians, the apostle Paul mentioned that 
he prayed continually for that group of believers. When I commit-
ted my life to the lordship of Christ, I made that prayer my own. I 
read it every day. I claimed its truth over my life, and I still do so 
today. I wanted the perfect will of the Father to be at work in me, 
and I desired to be filled with His wisdom and plan for my life.

Before long, the revelation of those words became a reality to 
me. I learned how to translate their truths into effective strategies 
for living. Soon they became a road to finding my life’s purpose. It’s 
changed me from a directionless person into an on-target follower 
of Christ. I want you to know that same change more than you can 
imagine!

These same principles will work for you. Why? Because they’ve 
been proven over and over again in the lives of countless others 
around the globe for generations. These aren’t empty religious ritu-
als. They are truths for all of us to understand. They demand work 
on our part, but we possess more than enough courage, energy, and 
desire to live them out if we really want to. You can do it! You can 
reap these same rewards! They are yours for the taking.

“Great minds have purposes, others have wishes.”  
—Washington Irving

WHY A PURPOSE?

In 2 Timothy chapter 4, Paul encourages Timothy to fulfill 
the ministry God has given him. Paul states that he has fulfilled 
his own ministry: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). These are powerful 
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words from a powerful man. If you’re anything like me, and I am 
pretty sure you are, these words from Paul probably invoke a sense 
of envy. We all want to be able to say that we’ve run the race the 
Lord set before us. Unfortunately, most of us think that we have 
fought the fight, but our eyes have become so swollen from the 
beating that we couldn’t find the course with a seeing eye, let alone 
keep the faith! 

Paul’s purpose demanded that he go to the nations as an apos-
tolic teacher/preacher/mentor, not as the persecutor he started out 
as. Just like Paul, we can’t let our zeal misdirect us. There will be 
people who will stand before the judgment seat of Christ thinking 
they’ve done a great job for the Lord, only to be told by Him, “I 
never knew you.” You see, it’s not about how much we do but about 
doing what He directs and ordains. It’s about hearing the Lord say, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant, My son/daughter in whom 
I am well pleased!” That’s what I want for you.

But let’s get back to the question of why you need a purpose. 
The questions people most frequently asked me are, “Why am I 
here?”; “What’s my purpose in life?”; and “How am I going to get it 
done?” Every person on this planet has a deeply felt need to know 
the answers to these questions, but few know where to start. 

The New American Standard Bible states, “Where there is 
no vision, the people are unrestrained” (Proverbs 29:18). The word 
“vision,” according to Strong’s Concordance, means “mental sight 
or a revealed word from God.” The word “unrestrained” denotes 
“the absence of clear guidance or definite direction.” A restraint, 
as referred to in this verse, is like a bit in the mouth of a horse. 
A restraint is there to direct, as it is used to guide an animal’s 
immense power. In other words, if you don’t already have a mental 
image, or a revelation, of God’s personal purpose for your life, 
you’ll find yourself lacking His guidance. You could be perishing 
in several ways. 

• Your mind may not know its possibilities. 
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• Your body may not perform at its peak. 

• Your emotions may lack proper control. 

• Your relationships may be hindered. 

• Your finances may never reach their potential. 

On the other hand, if you do have a vision for your life—a 
mental picture of who you are to be and how to get there—you will 
be restrained. You will be guided. You will have direction, and you 
will have the ability to reach your full potential.

“More men fail through lack of purpose  
than through lack of talent.” 

—Billy Sunday

MY OWN DISCOVERY

God doesn’t want us to perish by lacking knowledge of His 
plan for our lives. First Corinthians chapter 12 states that God 
has a specific place for each of us and that He personally places 
us in it: 

But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the 
body, just as He desired.  (1 Corinthians 12:18)

If you haven’t discovered your God-ordained place, how can 
you be directed by Him? You may have visions, dreams, and goals 
you want to attain, and they may motivate you. They may even 
give you purpose and direction for a time. But only God’s purpose 
for you as an individual will bring you the abundant, meaning-
ful life He desires for you to experience. After five long years as 
a Christian with me in control of my life, I found out the truth of 
that statement—the hard way. 
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I discovered that no matter how much we may proclaim the 
reality of Jesus as our Savior, our lives are empty without Jesus as 
our Lord. Because I didn’t have a revealed word from God, I didn’t 
have God’s guidance fully active in my life. Instead, I had my own 
dreams, and so I was perishing to an extent. There was a void in my 
life. Finally in 1976, I cried out to God, “Okay, Father, no longer 
my will, but Your will be done in my life!” It was then that both my 
spiritual and natural life ignited.

Almost immediately, God planted His vision of a Christ-
centered circus in my heart, which we began in 1978. That vision 
showed me the major part of my purpose was to be a minister, 
which fulfilled me in a way no other dream had done before. I was 
totally directed by that circus vision. I was restrained, directed, 
and guided because of it. My total motivation stemmed from that 
vision because it was part of God’s purpose and plan for my life. 
(You can see more about our Circus Allelia years on our Web site 
www.purpose3.com.)

And when Circus Alleluia Ministries was laid to rest in 1989, 
I was given the next phase of my purpose and destiny. This phase, 
though of a different expression, was completely in line with min-
istering the gospel of Christ and helping others to do the same. My 
motivation was not diminished; it was merely redirected, just as 
you turn a horse by pulling on the reins.

I’ve always had a sense of destiny in my heart. Since I was a kid, 
I wanted to be a professional entertainer of some sort. But I found 
out that my real destiny was helping others discover their own life 
callings. Fortunately, I got to take my performing dream with me, 
and it turned out to be much more rewarding than using it all just 
for myself.

God has a purpose for your life. He wants you to know it. 
That purpose, or vision, may be unusual, like the circus. But if it’s 
God’s will for you, I guarantee you that, by living it out with Him, 
you will receive no greater feeling of security in the entire world. 
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Ultimate success is placing all that you are into God’s hands, so 
that He can do with it as He pleases, and then working with Him 
to fulfill His will for you. The day I made that decision was the 
day my life took off like a rocket! I believe that yours will too. Find 
your purpose. Find direction. Find the destiny ordained for you! 
It’s waiting for you right now. I’ll help you discover it through the 
tools in this book.

YOUR PLACE IN THE SON

In later chapters, we’ll discuss exactly how to discover and live 
out your personal purpose and destiny; right now, let’s talk about 
the general vision the Lord has for you and every Christian. The 
Father has set certain things (from which none of us is exempt) 
before His church to accomplish. These universal orders will not 
only cause the master plan of God to be realized by His body but 
will also assist in the preparation of the individual believer to live 
out his or her purpose.

In John 15:16 and Matthew 5:14–16, Jesus makes the follow-
ing bold and far-reaching proclamations to His followers:

You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you 
that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain.  (John 15:16) 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven. (Matthew 5:14–16)

What a mandate! What a powerful commission! By making 
these statements, Jesus is equating His church, in its ability to 
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bring God into a world that doesn’t know Him, with Himself. He 
is clearly saying, “I’ve been the Light. You be that light now. Go 
and do what I did. Be a giver. Be a healer. Be a vessel for the power 
of God to flow through to meet the needs of people. Let your good 
deeds reflect the glory of God! Don’t be afraid, and don’t hide what 
I’m giving you. Men in a dark place are drawn to the light. Be that 
light for them.” 

“Purpose is the engine,  
the power that drives and directs our lives.”  

—John R. Noe

FINAL THOUGHTS

As exciting as Christ’s command is, much lies behind its simple 
message. Being the light of the world requires more than a direc-
tive from the lips of Jesus. If we fail to put wings to His words, they 
will never become a reality in our lives. Notice the small but piv-
otal set of letters that spell the word “let” in Matthew 5:16. With 
that one word, Jesus unquestionably places the responsibility for 
doing His words on the all-too-human shoulders of His church. 
That choice is unequivocally ours.

I realize that there are many questions about how and where 
and with whom we live out the purpose of our life. I’ll do my best 
to give you practical answers, things you can do today, in the next 
few chapters. But first I want you to understand the magnitude of 
who you are and just how far-reaching your life can be. I believe 
that each of our destinies is meant to change the world in some 
way. And, actually, there are only seven major areas in society in 
which we can get that done.


