
What People Are Saying About Bobby and Sherry 
Burnette and Love Is Something You Do…

When I first traveled to Love a Child’s headquarters, met Bobby and Sherry 
Burnette, and saw their outreaches, I immediately saw that they shared our 
vision of demonstrating the love of God and alleviating human suffering 
through practical humanitarian aid as they ministered to the poorest of the 
poor in Haiti. After seven years, we continue to invest in their Jesus Healing 
Center medical clinic and their widespread food distribution programs. 
Daily, they allow God’s love to shine through them in compassionate acts so 
that many people may come to know our Savior while receiving nutritious 
meals, having quality health care, gaining an education, being trained for 
a vocation, and experiencing hope for the first time in their lives. In Love Is 
Something You Do, you will travel with Bobby and Sherry on the “adventure 
with the Lord” that led them to the tiny country of Haiti—where the need 
was the greatest and where the people stole their hearts.

—David L. Meyer 
CEO, Hand of Hope, Joyce Meyer Ministries

Bobby and Sherry Burnette embody “Love is something you do.” It’s not just 
a phrase—it’s who they are. Feed My Starving Children has had the privilege 
of partnering with Love A Child since 1997. I have seen Bobby and Sherry’s 
love in action—feeding tens of thousands of children in Haiti each day. We 
are honored to work with those whose love for Jesus and the people of Haiti 
is tenacious.

—Mark Crea 
President and CEO, Feed My Starving Children

Bobby and Sherry Burnette, founders and directors of Love A Child, Inc., 
have been a part of the Christian Television Network for more than thirty 
years. It has been a humbling experience for me to personally visit their mis-
sion field. I’ve watched them bring the light of Jesus, a future, and a hope to 
citizens of Haiti who have known only poverty and despair. If it is indeed 
true that “love is something you do,” you’ll find no finer illustration of this 
truth than Bobby and Sherry Burnette.

—Robert D’Andrea 
Founder and president, Christian Television Network (CTN)



In the many years that we have known the founders and directors of Love A Child, 
Bobby and Sherry Burnette, they have navigated extreme hardships and have en-
dured political unrest, theft, gunfire, government turnover, embargoes, epidemics, 
and a devastating earthquake. Still, they both continue to befriend the unlovely, 
the unwanted, the sick, the dying, the hurting, the abandoned, and the needy while 
building schools and churches; organizing feeding programs, urgent-care centers, 
and mobile clinics; founding an orphanage; digging wells; constructing a market-
place; establishing agricultural/sustainability programs; building a fire station; in-
stalling playgrounds; maintaining a radio station; and sharing whatever they have 
with so many other ministries in Haiti. They continue to rescue and strengthen 
the Haitian people—one child, one family, one village at a time. For those who 
pray, “Lord, make me a fisher of men for You,” Bobby and Sherry have demon-
strated how to do that: If you show people the love of God by loving them, they will 
begin to perceive Him. Evie was introduced to missions with Love A Child on a 
rickety boat ride to a leprosy colony, and we can say that the course of our lives has 
changed forever by seeing firsthand Bobby and Sherry’s “love evangelism.”

—Evie and Mark Ostrander 
Senior pastors, Mission Church, Palm Bay, Florida

I have known Bobby and Sherry Burnette since they were teenagers and dating. 
Sherry began coming to our church first. She then met Bobby at a gospel tent 
revival and invited him to the Valentine’s Day Banquet at our church. They fell 
in love…and two years later, I officiated at their wedding. That’s how it all got 
started!

After their many years of evangelistic work in the United States, the Lord 
stirred Bobby and Sherry’s hearts to move to the country of Haiti. They obeyed 
that call, where God has used them to develop one of the greatest missionary 
endeavors in that country, called “Love A Child.” Through the years, I have seen 
their integrity and faithfulness to their calling, and we support them 100 percent. 
They have given their lives to this work of God, which is unique in that they live 
right there in the orphanage with the children, who look to them as their mother 
and father. God has worked miracles through Bobby and has brought him back 
from death’s door many times. He is truly a man of great vision and great faith! 
And without any medical training, God has gifted Sherry to miraculously know 
how to treat the sick and dying.

Bobby and Sherry still consider me their “spiritual father,” and I have found it 
a privilege and an honor to serve on the executive board of Love A Child for many 
years—a ministry that touches millions of people and is known all over the world.

—Pastor Joseph Ronsisvalle 
Rockledge Christian Center, Rockledge, Florida
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated with loving thanks to our family, who sacrificed 
their time “away” from us all those years....

To my mother, Marion Barner (Grandma), who has now gone to be with 
the Lord. She cared for our two children, Jonathan and Julie, while we trav-
eled and preached the gospel, and stood with us in her prayers.

To our children, Jonathan and Julie, and their children—our grandsons 
Anthony, Aidan, and Brandon.

To our partners and friends who worked long, hard hours helping us in 
the ministry; and to our Love A Child office staff, especially Rad and Sandra 
Hazelip, who run everything for us in the States. Without them, it would be 
impossible for us to work in Haiti.

Special thanks to Tammie Anderson, who encouraged us to write the 
book years ago, and who also helps with “Sherry’s Journal” and many other 
things.

Thanks to everyone.... A Haitian Creole proverb says, “You can’t eat 
okra with just one finger.” In other words, you need others to help you!

God bless you, 
Bobby and Sherry
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FOREWORD

God will sometimes unexpectedly move upon us to give us specific direc-
tion about what He wants us to do. That was the case for me about seven 
years ago when I was staying at a hotel and casually turned on the TV in my 
room. On the screen were Bobby and Sherry Burnette of Love a Child, Inc. 
(LAC), whom I had never seen before, showing their work among the poor 
in Haiti. I was immediately touched by the Spirit, and I found myself on my 
knees, crying. God clearly spoke to my heart, You are supposed to support these 
people.

As Bobby always says, “Love is something you do!” Our church, Free 
Chapel, started sponsoring two containers of food (540,000 meals) each 
month for Haiti’s poor and destitute in partnership with Love A Child and 
Feed My Starving Children. In 2010, a massive earthquake hit Haiti, devas-
tating that already struggling nation. My family and I flew to Haiti to help 
out; our church, as well as our Kingdom Connection television and Internet 
partners, supported Bobby and Sherry in facilitating the largest field hos-
pital in the country, which provided medical care and shelter for numerous 
earthquake victims. My family had the privilege of serving food to survivors 
alongside LAC staff members. We were also able to pray with some of the 
recovering patients and visit with Haitian families who were living in tempo-
rary tents. God has given us a deep love for the Haitian people, and we have 
continued to work with LAC to help supply them with food, housing, and 
sustainability assistance so that they can provide for themselves and live in 
peace and dignity.

Bobby and Sherry Burnette and their Love A Child ministries are trans-
forming the lives of thousands in Haiti. When the earthquake hit, they had 
already been ministering in Haiti in various ways for almost forty years, and 
they had lived there for almost twenty years. Their ongoing work in Haiti is 
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the result of a lifelong commitment to serving God, and this book tells the 
full, remarkable story of that commitment, of their early lives and ministry, 
and of how God ultimately brought them to care for children and adults in 
the poorest country of the world. Love Is Something You Do is the fascinat-
ing narrative of the Burnettes’ journey of faith and compassion—alternately 
moving, comical, heartbreaking, and inspiring—one that led them from 
street evangelism in Florida to their current multidimensional work in Haiti, 
with its spiritual, educational, medical, social, and economic outreaches.

This book is not just the autobiography of two remarkable people; it is 
filled with stories that demonstrate the extraordinary power of God and His 
deep desire to seek and to save those who are lost, so that He can give them 
life and hope. Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:40 nkjv). Bobby and Sherry are a 
living demonstration of this proclamation.

Because love is something you do.

—Jentezen Franklin 
Senior pastor, Free Chapel 

New York Times best-selling author



11

Prologue:

WHEN THE  
MOUNTAINS MOVED

It began as a typical day in Haiti, the “land of mountains,” where my hus-
band, Bobby, and I ministered daily to the needs of the poor, the sick, and the 
abandoned. There were the normal problems to solve, children to care for, 
and hungry people to feed. I went to the Caribbean Market that morning to 
buy food. Then I traveled to the mud-hut village of Le Tant with our medical 
director, while Bobby stayed at the orphanage with the children. Little did 
we know that a 7.1-magnitude earthquake was rumbling underground, ready 
to crush, to kill, and to destroy.

At 4:53 p.m., the earthquake struck. In less than a minute, approxi-
mately 316,000 people were killed, 300,000 were injured, and one million 
were left homeless. In the capital of Port-au-Prince, the presidential palace 
and government buildings exploded and collapsed. The large concrete build-
ings, some three stories high, crumbled into piles of concrete and debris. The 
entire city, including the airport, was devastated. As one missionary said, “It 
looked like an atomic bomb had exploded.” Outlying areas were also severely 
damaged, and the Caribbean Market was reduced to rubble. 

In our many years of rewarding but challenging ministry, we had faced 
struggles, difficulties, heartaches, threats, and dangers, but we hadn’t experi-
enced anything like this. Our lives would never be the same.





PART 1

FAITH, PATIENCE,  
AND PROMISES
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1

THE RAT SHACK:  
HOW IT ALL BEGAN

Let me tell you how it all really began. A skinny, young evangelist named 
Bobby Burnette lay on his bed in a dilapidated old shack in the dark of night. 
He was hungry, cold, broke—and all alone. Where was the God who had 
spoken to him in an audible voice when he was just a child? Where was the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the One who had told him to “fast and 
seek the face of God for twenty-one days living just on water,” promising that 
afterward, his ministry would really begin? This shack was the only place he 
could find to be alone with God, so why didn’t the Lord communicate with 
him? Why didn’t He give him a sign—anything?

The December wind whistled through the jagged, broken glass in the 
windows and the cracks in the walls. Bobby had hung some old quilts over 
the windows to try to keep the room warm, but it was useless. He lay on the 
bed, struggling to endure so he could make it all the way through this fast. 
On the tiny table near his bed, he kept his Bible and a windup alarm clock 
with bright green hands, which he followed on their circular path during the 
long nights.

The smell of kerosene and smoke filled the air as the tiny fire flickered 
in the rusty, old kerosene heater, providing very little heat but just enough 
light to attract rats and roaches. Bobby would hear the rats as they scurried 
through the darkness, and he would brace himself. Because the room was so 
cold, the rats—night after night—would try to crawl into his bed, and he 
would have to grab the broom that he kept nearby and ward them off.

This night, Bobby felt something scamper across his feet underneath the 
blanket, and he jumped out of bed to snatch the broom. How long have I been 
in this rat shack? he agonized. Has it been days—or weeks? I’m so hungry, and the 
days and nights are so long they’re blending together; I’ve lost all sense of time. I’m so 
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weak I can hardly stand. I can’t sleep. My stomach is in constant pain from hunger. 
And God is a million miles away. I cannot feel His presence. I’m not even sure if He 
is real…. Maybe I’m losing my mind. Did God really tell me to do this? Did God 
really tell me to leave my wife and children for twenty-one days and seek His face…?

It’s hard enough to go on a short fast when you have money in the bank, a 
warm house to come home to at night, the companionship of others who are 
fasting with you, and the ability to communicate with your brothers and sis-
ters in the Lord, even via a smartphone, an iPad, or a laptop. But what do you 
do when you’re all alone with an invisible God, having no money and virtu-
ally no companionship or communication with anyone; when you’re fighting 
the cold, the hunger, and the rats, as well as the lies and deceit of the devil? 
You have to step outside the realm of your six senses and into a higher realm, 
a spiritual one, that transcends anything you can see, touch, taste, smell, or 
hear. You must enter the invisible domain of faith and obedience to God.

From the time Bobby and I first started dating, he had told me about this 
twenty-one-day fast that the Lord wanted him to go on. Now, nearly four years 
later, we were married and had two young children, and he was still trying to 
obey the Lord’s instruction. Both Bobby and I believed, as the Bible affirmed, 
that “obedience is better than sacrifice.” “Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”1 In the past, Bobby had been 
able to fast for five or six days straight, but then he would stop. Later, he would 
start again, going six or seven days, and then stop. But he had kept trying. In 
fact, he had fasted so much that his ribs were visible through his skin.

But this time in the rat shack was different. Bobby would have many 
more days to go on his fast, but somehow it was all part of God’s plan and 
purpose for our lives, which He had ordained before we were even born. To 
understand the story of that rat-infested shack and why it was so crucial to 
what God called Bobby and me to do, and to where we are today, we have 
to go back to our roots and trace the journey that led us to become full-
time missionaries in Haiti, the poorest nation in the world, but a place where 
God is increasingly bringing His hope, His healing, and His new life. As a 
Haitian Creole proverb says, “You won’t know where you’re going until you 
know where you came from.”

1. 1 Samuel 15:22.


