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PREFACE

While this is another book of daily meditations, it will be found 
different from all others, in that an effort has been made to unify 
themes. In the compilation of these readings, the somewhat busy pastor 
was kept in mind. Collating seven verses or so around one given theme 
would, I felt, provide a fitting topic for a prayer meeting message or 
Sunday morning sermon, thereby making one’s preaching consecutive 
and doctrinal. The author hopes that he has presented a volume that 
will be of practical worth, as well as of devotional value.

—Herbert Lockyer  
Liverpool, England
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F I R S T  W E E K

GOD OUR FATHER

JANUARY 1

In the beginning God… 
—Genesis 1:1

God has stamped His name and sovereignty upon the very fore-
head of His Book. God first! This is surely the keynote of the initial 
book of the Bible. God is first in everything—in creation, in redemp-
tion, in providence, in personal experience.

May we take such a majestic utterance as our motto as we face 
another year with all its hidden cares, trials, and responsibilities! God 
first in all things will bring us a life in which all its needs will have 
immediate, divine attention.

JANUARY 2

Thou God seest me.  
 —Genesis 16:13

Omniscience produces comfort for the saint, but conviction for 
the sinner. The latter tries to hide from God’s all-seeing eye, while the 
Christian rejoices that such an eye is upon the righteous. What a joy it 
is to know that His eye is upon the sparrow and that He watches me! 
Here I am, a nonentity, a mere nobody, yet I am never out of God’s 
sight. May we ever strive to live the life, bringing pleasure to Him whose 
care of us is personal and intimate!
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JANUARY 3

A God ready to pardon.  
—Nehemiah 9:17

The beauty of this glimpse of the divine character is not that we 
have a pardoning God, but that He stands with a pardon in His hand, 
so to speak, waiting for the sinner to accept it. This God of great kind-
ness need not be coaxed into pronouncing the criminal forever cleared 
from guilt. He is ready to pardon. Yes, and let it be noted that this com-
pleted, offered pardon was made possible by the ruby blood of the Son 
of Him who freely offers such a gift.

JANUARY 4

We ought to obey God rather than men.  
—Acts 5:29

Vast hordes of people, robbed of personal freedom, are forcibly obe-
dient to cruel leaders. Our obedience, however, is one of love. Sometimes 
the question arises, “Can we obey God and man at the same time?” The 
answer is, “Only when the commands of men harmonize with those of 
God.” When there is conflict between the two, then obedience to God 
comes first, as brave Pastor Niemoeller is proving in his horrible con-
finement. Whom do you obey?

JANUARY 5

The God of patience and consolation. 
—Romans 15:5

Patience and consolation! What a pair of graces! Patience is the 
grace to wait—consolation, the grace of waiting victoriously, conscious 
that what patience waits for will be possessed. Eternal patience is 
God’s. Man occasions Him multiplied disappointments, but tirelessly 
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He waits for the consummation of His redemptive plan. And as He 
waits, He is consoled by the ultimate goal of complete sovereignty. Do 
you need patience and consolation? Then take them as gifts from Him 
who is their source.

JANUARY 6

God was manifest in the flesh.  
—1 Timothy 3:16

A God in flesh! Such was the miracle and mystery of the incar-
nation. But when God became man, a unique creation was made pos-
sible, for the Holy Spirit fused deity and humanity together, produc-
ing thereby the God-man. The Spirit became the love-knot of the two 
natures.

Is God continuing to manifest Himself in your flesh? Is your body 
“a mysterious cabinet of the Trinity,” as Jeremy Taylor expresses it?

JANUARY 7

God is faithful. 
—1 Corinthians 1:9

Like a golden thread, the faithfulness of God runs through the 
Scriptures. No wonder Jeremiah cried, “Great is thy faithfulness” 
(Lamentations 3:23). We are so fickle, spasmodic, disloyal, but there 
is never a flicker in the lamp of divine faithfulness. There are times, 
too, when friends prove to be unfaithful. Amid wrecked friendships, 
however, we can be sure of God. Let us, then, feed on His faithfulness.


