
What People Are Saying About James Goll and  
Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today…

James Goll’s Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today is an excellent, well-written 
work. I like how he drew from different streams instead of just represent-
ing one stream or denominational viewpoint. James is a diligent student 
of the Word of God and the ways of God. His years of experience and 
years of study are reflected in this book. I love to be around bright people 
who are full of the Spirit and who value hearing from God. James was the 
first prophet whom I sat with and asked for prayer and activation in the 
prophetic. I sense God is readying the church for a new visitation. When 
He comes near, we experience more of His grace as empowerment through 
the expressions of grace seen in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. I sense this is 
the hour to no longer be satisfied with knowing about the grace gifts of 
God—God wants us to understand how to hear from Him and to act on 
His behalf through His divine enablements, His gifts. I am grateful to 
James for this labor of love that helps to clarify for many who are just now 
coming to the Master’s banquet table the importance and the value of His 
gifts, and the way to begin flowing and growing in them.

—Randy Clark, D. Min. 
Founder and president of Global Awakening and the  

Apostolic Network of Global Awakening

In Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today, James Goll invites you to know and ap-
preciate the gifts of the Spirit and to clearly understand what it means 
for you to release them. With solid biblical teaching, insights from noted 
Christian leaders, stirring testimonies, and personal application, he opens 
for you the realm of the supernatural where the movement of the Spirit is 
the norm, where people see the glory of God, and where healing and whole-
ness are restored to individuals and communities.

—Dr. Ché Ahn 
Apostle, Harvest Apostolic Center, Pasadena, California 

Senior pastor, HRock Church 
President, Harvest International Ministry 

International Chancellor, Wagner Leadership Institute



James Goll has provided us with an excellent book that will give both stu-
dent and scholar much to consider. Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today will ac-
tivate your gifts and give you a desire to release them to the body of Christ 
with wisdom and grace. More than just a book, this work is full of insight 
from a true friend of the Holy Spirit. You’ll want more than one copy to 
share with your friends, your home study group, your church!

—Dr. Brian Simmons 
The Passion Translation Project 

Stairway Ministries

Dr. James Goll is a forerunner and pioneer in the prophetic and apostolic 
movements, impacting the nations for decades with his dynamic teachings 
and deep spiritual insights. Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today builds on the 
rich legacy of the Holy Spirit evident in the life and ministry of Dr. Goll. 
This is more than a book; it is a supernatural activation tool for every be-
liever. Through the pages of this supernatural manual, believers will receive 
revelatory teaching on how to recognize, activate, and release the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit in their lives. Contrary to popular belief, the gifts of the 
Spirit are not static but require our active participation and partnership. 
This divinely inspired book will answer your vital questions, such as: “Are 
the gifts of the Spirit relevant for today?” “How do I become more sensitive 
to the Holy Spirit?” “How do believers release the power of the Holy Spirit 
in their lives?” If you are ready to walk in a greater dimension of the super-
natural, this book is for you! Read with intentionality and hunger, and you 
will never be the same again!

—Kynan T. Bridges 
Founder and president of Kynan Bridges Ministries, Inc.  

Pastor, Grace & Peace Global Fellowship 
International best-selling author 



Dr. James Goll is one of the most thorough teachers in our day on sub-
jects pertaining to the Spirit of God and kingdom life. His teachings are 
prophetically inspired, and yet any academically motivated individual will 
truly sit down to a feast when they use his materials and receive a prophetic 
infusion at the same time. The gifts of the Spirit is a subject dear to my 
heart as it was the first official training I received as a new believer. In his 
book, James does a brilliant job of empowering the hungry student in both 
understanding and activating these wonderful kingdom tools.

—Patricia King 
Founder, XP Ministries 

www.patriciaking.com

James Goll has been operating in the gifts of the Spirit for decades. Now, 
he’s blending sound theology with practical experience to help you press 
into the supernatural in this valuable book. Whether you are a soccer 
mom who, as Paul admonishes us in 1 Corinthians 12:31, earnestly desires 
spiritual gifts or a minister who wants to root the operations of these gifts 
firmly in Scripture, Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today equips, inspires, and 
activates you to understand and press into the Holy Spirit’s gifts. Every 
Christian needs to read this book!

—Jennifer LeClaire 
Senior editor, Charisma magazine 

Director, Awakening House of Prayer

James Goll’s new book is a must for those who want to grow in the areas of 
hearing the voice of God and developing the gifts of the Spirit in their lives. 
I have had the honor of ministering with this dear man and observing him 
teach, impart, and activate others into their destiny. By reading this book, 
you will be activated in a supernatural anointing made natural in your life 
today!

—Jerame Nelson 
Living At His Feet Ministries 

Author, Encountering Angels and Burning Ones



I’ve always considered James Goll to be one of the main fathers of the mod-
ern-day prophetic movement. And just when I think he’s exhausted what he 
might teach on the spiritual gifts today, he creates even better resources—
including this book and its corresponding study guide, Impacting the World 
Through Spiritual Gifts—with the quality of university-level documenta-
tion. These works have to be the most comprehensive, best-documented 
materials on learning to both receive and operate in the biblical spiritual 
gifts available today. I daresay there is not a Scripture reference missing on 
the subject. Whether you are new to the subject or highly seasoned, you 
are about to discover a wealth of more biblical research than has ever before 
been at your fingertips!

—Steve Shultz 
Founder, The Elijah List 

Author, Can You Speak Louder?

James Goll is one of the most brilliant yet simple and down-to-earth leaders 
I know. We’ve been taught, taught, taught! Now James is rallying the call 
to release, release, release…spiritual gifts. Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today is 
so clear that releasing becomes simple. Just do it. And find someone to do 
it with. Releasing becomes contagious. This book will transform you into 
a DOER!

—Barbara J. Yoder 
Lead Apostle, Shekinah Regional Apostolic Center, Ann Arbor, MI 

Author, The Breaker Anointing and many other books

James Goll walks his talk and demonstrates what he teaches. I know this 
man and his teachings. We have served on each other’s ministry boards for 
several years. James has given the body of Christ a great tool by present-
ing these spiritual truths in a manner that is understandable and yet filled 
with a depth of Scripture/historical precedent mixed with modern-day ex-
amples. If you believe that Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and 
forever, then you are going to love Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today!

 —Elizabeth Alves 
Founder, Increase International 

International best-selling author, Mighty Prayer Warrior



Natural ability and talents are great and are God-given. But your natural 
talents aren’t enough to fulfill the divine purpose and calling God has for 
you. You need the anointing and operation of the Holy Spirit to be able to 
do all God has called you to do. Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today by James 
Goll will empower you to operate in a new level of spiritual gifting and 
power! In this book, James Goll masterfully teaches on the subject of func-
tioning in all nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, including the gifts of revelation, 
power, and utterance. He teaches in a clear, organized, and powerful way. 
Not only will you learn what the gifts of the Spirit are, but you will also 
learn practical steps to seeing these manifestations of God increase in and 
through you. You will be equipped to impact the lives of those around you 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. I highly recommend this book for indi-
viduals, home groups, churches, Bible studies, and Bible schools. It will be 
a great resource in your spiritual arsenal!

—Matt Sorger 
Prophetic healing revivalist 

TV host and author, Power for Life 
mattsorger.com
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and Dedication

R eleasing Spiritual Gifts Today has been developed from 
the gleanings of the ministries of others. Over the years, 

I have endeavored to be a student of many of the different streams of the 
movements of the Holy Spirit that have flowed through the church of Jesus 
Christ. These pages reflect that study.

In particular, I want to acknowledge the friendship and ministry of 
Mahesh and Bonnie Chavda, who have given me so much. I learned a 
great deal about the gift of discerning of spirits through Pat Gastineau 
of Word of Love in Roswell, Georgia, and I was exposed to the gift of 
faith through the late Kenneth Hagin, as well as other spiritual pioneers. I 
thank the Lord for the teaching ministry of Jim Croft, the groundbreaking 
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exploration of signs and wonders of John Wimber, and the apostolic teach-
ing first of Derek Prince and then of C. Peter Wagner.

In the pages that follow, I acknowledge the contributions of several of 
these friends who have written books on the topic of spiritual gifts, along 
with Sam Storms, Dick Iverson, and Mel Robeck. I have also benefited 
greatly from the prophetic impartations of John Sanford, Cindy Jacobs, 
Bill Hamon, the late Bob Jones, and several others.

First and foremost, I am thankful to our Father for sending us the 
precious Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead, who is our great-
est gift! Therefore, with a grateful heart, I dedicate this book to the work 
and ministry of the Holy Spirit. You are our Comforter, our Guide, our 
Fruit-bearer, and our Gift-bringer. Come, Holy Spirit, and empower Your 
people anew!
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Foreword

T he Holy Spirit is doing great things in our day! The authentic, 
supernatural activity of the Holy Spirit is on the increase all 

around the world. In these last days, the Holy Spirit is actively preparing 
the bride of Messiah for her Bridegroom King. These are the most exciting 
days to be alive!

As the host of the international television program It’s Supernatural!, it 
is part of my calling and job description to be exposed to the activity of the 
Holy Spirit today. I honor all that God has done in the past, but I have my 
gaze set on what He is doing today while anticipating a great increase in 
the demonstration of the gifts of the Holy Spirit tomorrow.

Most books on the supernatural are about supernatural gifts that op-
erate in the author’s life or how the gifts themselves function. I rejoice over 
them, but books of that nature don’t interest me. What interests me is a 



14  Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today

book that teaches me how to release the gifts. That brings me to James Goll, 
a friend of God and an instructor in the ways of God today. Ever since my 
friend James was set on fire by the Holy Spirit, he has been a demonstrator 
of the grace and power of God’s Spirit. Now, for the first time, he teaches 
the field-tested secrets he has learned so that you can release the gifts of the 
Spirit in your life.

We are in the last of the last days. Jesus is coming back soon. Now is 
the time for you, too, to experience the fire of the Holy Spirit and to oper-
ate in the gifts. If not now, when? This unique book is not only scripturally 
sound but also filled with testimonies of the Holy Spirit’s work today. So 
buckle your seat belt, because you are going to learn to soar higher than 
ever before!

—Sid Roth
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Preface:  
Just Do It!

I have intentionally titled this book Releasing Spiritual Gifts 
Today rather than “Receiving Spiritual Gifts” because I be-

lieve we should do something with spiritual gifts now—not just study them 
in order to learn what they are and how to obtain them. Giving God’s love 
to others by means of His gifts presupposes first having received them, and 
it is important to learn how to use the gifts of His Spirit today rather than 
merely learn how to receive them and then sit on our hands and do nothing 
with them!

Not long ago, “the gifts of the Holy Spirit” was a hot topic, and 
most of the books about spiritual gifts that are available were published 
in the recent past. Yet even though you will not hear as much preaching 
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and teaching about them these days, God has not rescinded His gifts 
or His commissioning. He has not lifted these special manifestations 
of His grace. Rather, in these latter days that we are living in, He has 
determined to pour them forth all the more, with even greater degrees 
of impact and authority. God not only wants you to learn about His 
gifts, but He also wants you to experience the great wonder of moving 
in and through His grace on a daily basis. Experience, under the direc-
tion of the Holy Spirit, will be your best tutor; and you can expect to 
keep learning as you keep on doing—today, tomorrow, and the next 
day. Practice does make perfect! As the popular slogan goes, “Just do 
it!”

The Nine Most Widely  
Recognized Gifts

Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today is divided into four parts, with three 
chapters in each section. The first section gives you an overview of spiritual 
gifts and introduces you to the way the Holy Spirit moves and operates 
through them. Sections two through four give you specific information 
about the nine most widely recognized spiritual gifts, grouped together as 
“Revelatory Gifts,” “Power Gifts,” and “Vocal Gifts.”

Section two, “Revelatory Gifts,” describes three gifts that “reveal”: dis-
cerning of spirits, word of wisdom, and word of knowledge. Section three, 
“Power Gifts,” examines three gifts that “do”: faith, healings, and workings 
of miracles. Last, but not least, “Vocal Gifts” covers three gifts that “speak,” 
or gifts that rely on the human vocal cords for manifestation: tongues, in-
terpretation of tongues, and prophecy. These nine gifts are not the only 
gifts God gives to His children, but they are vital ones to learn about, to 
understand, and to activate as He leads.

Throughout, I give you plenty of examples of these spiritual gifts in 
action, both in current, everyday life and within the pages of the Bible. 
It is always exciting to see God working through His people; and even 
when we revisit familiar biblical stories, we can always see something new 
in them.
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Information, Inspiration, and 
Impartation

My three main purposes for this book are information, inspiration, and 
impartation. First, that the information presented here will bring you into 
a greater awareness of biblical truth about spiritual gifts. Second, that you 
will be inspired, through the personal and biblical stories, to greater levels 
of hope and faith regarding the tremendous potential of the gifts God has 
given to you. Third, that you will be imparted by the Spirit with the cour-
age to step forward and use them.

It is my hope that all of us will study to show ourselves approved as ef-
fective workers for our Master. (See 2 Timothy 2:15.) The Lord has gifted 
each and every one of us. May He be magnified in our lives as we serve as 
His hands and feet and voice in the world around us.

Nothing will happen if you don’t step out in faith. Let the words you 
are about to read stir you to respond anew to His direction so that you can 
“ just do it”––use the spiritual gifts that God gives you—every day of your 
life. Remember, faith is spelled R-I-S-K, and the best fruit is always way 
out there on the end of the limb! What does the Lord want to do for you 
and through you? Let’s turn the page and see what He has in store for you 
today.
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Section One

Introduction to  
Spiritual Gifts

I n this section, I introduce you to the broad subject of the Holy 
Spirit and spiritual gifts. I explain the basis for exercising spir-

itual gifts today, because there are some people who believe that these gifts, 
which were used by believers in the early church, have ceased. Cessationism 
is the idea that all “signs and wonders” spiritual gifts ceased after the life-
times of the original apostles, including the apostle Paul. Cessationist ideas 
are still embraced in this generation. However, they are not as influential 
as they once were because church history and present-day manifestations 
of the Holy Spirit easily refute such a doctrine. A rising tide of millions of 
people have been touched by the Holy Spirit in recent decades, and they 
have experienced His power and the manifestation of His gifts.
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Instead of cessationism, I believe in “continue-ism.” God has not re-
scinded His gifts or His commissioning! He continues to pour out His 
Holy Spirit upon His people, as on the day of Pentecost, to bless His peo-
ple and to reach the world with His love and truth.

In chapter 1, we discuss the question “What are spiritual gifts?” and 
see how the Holy Spirit is the author of all spiritual gifts.

In chapter 2, we discover and understand how the Holy Spirit moves. 
As I say in that chapter, it is not always easy to track with a Spirit who 
comes and goes like an invisible breeze. But we can depend on His prom-
ises to help us follow Him and learn His ways. He stretches us beyond 
ourselves, moving us to testify of the love and power of God and showing 
us how to bear fruit that lasts. Chapter 2 provides keys for getting to know 
the Holy Spirit. Because He lives inside us, we can lean into Him, walk 
with Him, live with Him, and listen to Him. We can depend on Him to 
always lead us out of darkness and into the light.

In chapter 3, we explore how to exercise spiritual gifts. Yes, I said “ex-
ercise.” It takes practice, lots of practice, to become mature in the use of 
spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit is at work everywhere in the world. This 
means that all of His gifts are still fully operational. I emphasize that the 
word is operational, not “optional,” and that any and all of God’s children 
are supposed to be using them. As John Wimber put it, spiritual gifts are 
tools. They are not toys. You need to practice using them, and you will not 
be an expert on your first try.

The gifts of the Spirit are meant to be used by believers to touch the 
world with the kingdom of God. Empowered and enabled by Him, we can 
do signs and wonders in the marketplace, on the street, in the grocery store 
parking lot, at Starbucks—wherever. I believe that the gifts of the Spirit 
are as expansive as God Himself, so there is no reason to adhere rigidly to 
a particular set or listing of them. The exciting thing is that, in our life-
times, we can expect to see the darkness overcome by unprecedented, bril-
liant displays of God’s grace and supernatural power—through His gifted 
people, as we preach the salvation message of Jesus Christ.
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What Are the Spiritual Gifts?

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 
—1 Corinthians 12:7 (esv)

I had an opportunity to travel around the country of Albania 
for several weeks, right after Communism was lifted there in 

1992, teaching leaders in several cities about the present-day ministry of 
the Holy Spirit. The territory of Albania overlaps that of ancient Illycrium, 
a Roman province where Paul preached and actively showed the people the 
power of the Spirit. We know about Paul’s ministry there from his letter 
to the Roman church:

Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things 
pertaining to God. For I will not presume to speak of anything except 
what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of 
the Gentiles by word and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, in 
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the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far 
as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.   
 (Romans 15:17–20)

One of the cities in Albania where I held meetings is called Shëngjin, 
which is Albanian for “St. John,” and their tradition holds that Paul once 
preached there, in addition to Titus and John the Beloved. As it turned 
out, I was part of the first public meeting in recent history at which the 
gospel would be preached, accompanied by signs and wonders in the power 
of the Spirit. Only God could have set things up so well to confirm the 
truth of the gospel.

There was no church building for our meeting, so we gathered in a 
fortress-like community building on a cold, rainy February evening. There 
were maybe a hundred and twenty people packed into the room, all wear-
ing their winter coats because it was as bitterly cold inside the place as it 
was outside. I had to make do without much support; I didn’t even have a 
worship team or a source of worship music. Except for my Christian inter-
preter and the friend who came with me, everybody else in the room spoke 
shqip (pronounced roughly like “shkeep”), which is the Albanian language. 
I had been praying specifically for a word from God for these spiritually 
hungry people who had gone for so long without one. Through my inter-
preter, I began to preach about how God sets us free from rejection and 
oppression, and I told a little bit about my background and testimony.

After I launched into my sermon, I kept speaking for a while, although 
I could see I wasn’t getting much of anywhere. Then the name Sarah floated 
through my mind. That was the second time it had happened that day. 
Earlier, as I had been preparing myself in prayer for the meeting, the same 
name had occurred to me. I had put it aside because I felt I was supposed 
to minister to the whole group, not just to one person; and anyway, I had 
reasoned, Sarah is not an Albanian name.

But now that the name had been brought to my attention a second 
time, I had to assume that God had given it to me for a reason. I turned to 
my interpreter and asked, “What is the name ‘Sarah’ in Albanian?”

“Sabrina,” he said.
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“Is anyone here named Sabrina?” I asked. A youngish lady with a som-
ber expression raised her hand. Everyone seemed to know her. I asked her 
to step out into the aisle and to come forward, which she did, bundled 
in her coat. Only then did I start to grasp more of what to say to her. I 
prophesied, and my words were translated for her as I said, “Your name is 
Sabrina. You have never heard the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ ever in 
your life. You are thirty-two years old. You have a tumor in your left breast, 
and Jesus wants to heal you.”

The woman looked startled at my words. She had never before been to 
a Christian meeting, especially not to a charismatic-type meeting. Yet even 
without ever having seen it happen before, she began to tremble violently. 
She knew the words were true. The rest of the people knew it, too, because 
they knew her. Sabrina gave her heart to Jesus in front of the group, fol-
lowed by others. Even those who may not have been saved that night defi-
nitely had an encounter with the power of the living God. That evening, we 
all forgot about being cold, because God’s presence was so intense.

Eventually things settled down, and everyone went home except for 
the three of us: my friend, my interpreter, and me. We didn’t have a hotel or 
a home nearby to go to; we were supposed to travel to the next city, where 
we were lodging. The security guard escorted us down the hill to the street, 
where we hoped to be able to hail a taxicab, although cars were scarce in all 
of Albania, and the roads were terrible. All we could do in the rainy, dark 
night (no streetlights, either) was to try to thumb a ride.

Amazingly, a car pulled over. It crossed my mind that this was like the 
incident in the book of Acts where Philip got into the Ethiopian official’s 
chariot—and God got in, too. (See Acts 8:26–40.) The driver was willing 
to take us to the next city, so we got into his “chariot,” and our God-sent 
chauffeur set out, navigating around the potholes in the dark.

I occupied the front passenger seat, with my interpreter and my friend 
in the back. The interpreter translated for me as I started telling the guy the 
story of what had just happened at the community center. All of a sudden, 
the driver was seized with trembling, and it wasn’t because of the bad road; 
it became clear to me that I was in the middle of another divine appoint-
ment. This man turned out to be Sabrina’s husband! He was a Muslim, 
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and he had never heard the gospel before, either. He kept driving, and I 
kept talking. Before we arrived at our destination, he was saved, too, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

After that, I knew I could make Paul’s words to the Corinthians my 
own: “My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1 Corinthians 2:4). God was 
doing a mighty work in northern Albania!

Gifts for Today

You may not hear about that sort of thing happening very frequently in 
your immediate neighborhood, but it is a fact that the Holy Spirit is dem-
onstrating God’s power through His church much more widely than we 
realize. The Spirit is at work everywhere in the world, and “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). This means that 
all of His gifts are still fully operational, such as the prophetic gift through 
which I was given the word for Sabrina.

I said that the gifts are operational, not “optional,” and all of God’s chil-
dren should be using them. You and I—every single believer—are sup-
posed to have at least one manifestation of the Spirit functioning in our 
lives. We have been equipped to do the same things the disciples did in the 
book of Acts—signs and wonders and everything in between. We are not 
to be ignorant of our gifts; we are expected to learn about them. (See, for 
example, 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4–11; 1 Peter 4:10–11.)

“Doin’ the Stuff!”

The late John Wimber, who was well-known as a teacher and a leader 
in the Vineyard movement, coined the phrase “Doin’ the stuff!” to refer to 
all of the displays of God’s power, wherever and whenever they occur, that 
augment the preaching of the gospel and the spreading of the good news of 
the kingdom. Wimber also said,

Spiritual gifts are the expression of God’s power at work in the 
Church today. A believer does not possess gifts; a believer receives 
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gifts from God to be used at special times for special occasions. 
Gifts are the attestation of the empowering of the Holy Spirit and 
are vital in a “signs and wonders” ministry.

Spiritual empowering equips one for service. The gifts are the 
tools which enable one to fulfill the ministry required.

The gifts of the Spirit are received by impartation. The gifts (ex-
cept the private use of tongues) are given to us and through us to 
use for others, and are developed in a climate of risk-taking and 
willingness to fail.1

Spiritual gifts are not ours to simply play with—or not—according to 
our own whims. They are ours to activate by faith and to use at God’s di-
rection. Whenever He wants to bring His kingdom to bear on something, 
His first choice is to use a spiritual-gift-equipped follower. That man or 
woman or child does not have to be a “professional religious person,” as I 
happen to be, which is why I was invited to Albania. God could have engi-
neered the situation so that someone else’s spiritual gifts were the ones that 
came into play there, as He typically uses the nearest available believer to 
accomplish His purposes throughout the world.

What Are Spiritual Gifts?

As John Wimber put it, spiritual gifts are tools; they are not toys. As 
such, you need to practice using them, and you will not be an expert on your 
first try. It is no small thing to step out in public to use them. You really do 
have to be willing to appear stupid and to fail. Nothing is guaranteed, except 
that the Holy Spirit will be with you. John Wimber, for example, became 
convinced that God wanted to use him to pray for the sick. First, he learned 
everything he could about gifts of healings. Then he began to try it out. He 
prayed for at least a hundred people before one person got healed. It must 
have been discouraging, not to mention embarrassing. But he kept at it, be-
cause he was convinced that God’s gifts of healings were meant for today, and 
that healings should be occurring wherever the gospel is being proclaimed. 
As he prayed for the second hundred people, two were healed. He kept get-
ting more and more experience and gaining more and more faith, and the 
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numbers of those who were healed kept increasing accordingly. Eventually, 
miraculous healing was a major component of his ministry.

In the same way, we need to be willing to practice the gifts purpose-
fully as we learn from spiritual mentors and become willing to take risks. 
The Holy Spirit will never impel you to do something. If you are waiting 
for the “dancing hand of God”2 to overcome you and cause you to say or to 
do something, you will wait forever. You need to act.

To give a thorough scriptural grounding for his definition of spiritual 
gifts, John Wimber quoted Mel Robeck, who is on the faculty at Fuller 
Theological Seminary:

The gifts (charismata) of the Holy Spirit are the transrational [go-
ing beyond human reason] manifestations of God. They are given 
by God for the purpose of ministry taking place for the good of the 
Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:7).

The source of the gifts is the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12; He-
brews 2:4).

The recipients are the community of the Spirit, sometimes called 
the people of God or the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12; Ro-
mans 12; Ephesians 4; 1 Peter 4:10–11).

Their purpose is to edify the Body, equip the saints, and glorify 
God.

Their motive should always be love (1 Corinthians 13:1–13).

The way and wherefore of spiritual gifts is directly related to the 
work of the Holy Spirit throughout history.3

This last point, about the Holy Spirit’s working throughout history, 
stands in direct contradiction to the belief of much of the Western church 
that the “signs and wonders” gifts of the Holy Spirit disappeared with the 
last of the original apostles. This view is called cessationism. But when you 
have had experiences such as I had in Albania with Sabrina and her hus-
band, it is difficult to hang on to cessationist ideas. I wrote this book in part 
to underline my conviction that cessationism will cease. The idea that the 
gifts have ceased will cease! The gifts of the Holy Spirit are alive and well 
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in countless Christians today. If you are not yet one of them, I hope that 
you will be by the time you finish this book.

Are Spiritual Gifts Human Abilities?

We must realize that the gifts of the Spirit are not just human talents 
and abilities, polished until they shine with God’s light. Although humans 
do use their innate, God-given faculties when they use the gifts of the Spirit 
as tools, the gifts are not part of their original “tool set.” We can observe 
that God employs and strengthens human temperaments and abilities by 
His Spirit, but that is not the same thing as receiving spiritual gifts, which 
are “direct manifestations of the Holy Spirit through believers.”4

Apostolic teacher and prolific author Peter Wagner summarized the 
nature and purpose of spiritual gifts in this way: “A spiritual gift is a special 
attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the Body of Christ, 
according to God’s grace, for use within the context of the Body.”5 His 
phrase “within the context of the Body” does not mean that spiritual gifts 
are to be used only within the church. They are to be used by the members 
of the body of Christ anywhere and everywhere, as God determines—
which ends up putting any situation into the “context” of the body.6

The late international Bible teacher Derek Prince wrote that “no believer 
in Jesus Christ needs to be without his own distinctive manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit.”7 The gifts of the Spirit are meant to be used by believers to 
touch the world with the kingdom of God. Empowered and enabled by Him, 
we can do signs and wonders in the marketplace, on the street, in the grocery 
store parking lot, at Starbucks, and so on. Both inside and outside the com-
munity of believers, we can heal the sick, do prophetic evangelism, and more. 

Why Does God Give Spiritual Gifts?

For the Common Good
Scripture exhorts us to seek spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 12:31; 

14:1), and the apostle Paul made it clear that the gifts are meant to be used 
on behalf of other people:
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But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the com-
mon good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 
to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by 
the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing [“discerning” nkjv] of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the in-
terpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these 
things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.   
 (1 Corinthians 12:7–11)

Each of us has been gifted for the sake of others. Further on in his first 
letter to the Corinthian church, Paul said, “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly 
spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 14:1), and “Even so you, since you are zealous 
for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel” 
(1 Corinthians 14:12 nkjv).

A lot of people miss this point. They get their identities all wrapped up 
in their giftedness when their identities should be wrapped up in Christ 
Jesus. God’s gifts to you are never a statement about how much He loves 
you. It is easy to think this way, particularly when God does something 
sensational through you. You almost can’t help but feel that it proves God’s 
special favor, but it doesn’t. When we look at Jesus’ life, we see Someone 
whose internal security did not rest on earning a high approval rating from 
His Father, Someone who served in various capacities over His lifetime, 
many of them unspectacular. In a similar way, each one of us will serve 
many different functions over the course of our lives, and most of the time, 
we will be out of the public eye. We will move around from place to place 
and have various spheres of influence. Our relationships will change, and 
the use of our giftings may shift to match the needs of our situation. But if 
we are fixed on God and not on the gifts He gives us, we can remain stable 
and secure in any situation.

Some people are like shooting stars; they rise in a hurry but burn out 
quickly. I want to be fixed, like the North Star, unshakeable and strong 
because God is unshakeable and strong. As we fix our eyes on Him, we can 
hold on to the fact that once God gives a gift, it will not be withdrawn or 
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recalled. What He gives, He does not take back. (See Romans 11:29.) We 
can rest in that truth and not try to run ahead of God’s plans for us.

What it comes down to is that spiritual gifts are more about how much 
God wants to love other people through you than how much He loves you 
(even though He does, indeed, love you!). You are a channel of His grace. 
The gifts have been given to you so you can channel His love to someone 
else. Gifts are for giving away!

For the Whole Body
The gifts operate similarly to the functioning of the human body, 

where each part and organ works together with the others so the whole 
body can flourish. (See 1 Corinthians 12:12–31; Romans 12:4–8.) God 
gives spiritual gifts so that the entire body of Christ can profit from them, 
so that each member can benefit the other members of the body. The body 
of Christ is not just a gathering of individual believers—it is organic; it 
is the living body of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth today, demonstrat-
ing God’s grace. “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it” 
(1 Corinthians 12:27).

Too often, a church body comes together based on people’s common 
interests, passions, desires, or talents. But God intended for us to group 
ourselves according to gifts so that we could learn from one another and 
then give to the other parts of the body, and eventually from the body to 
the whole world.

Each of us has been gifted for the sake of others. The nine gifts that I 
will be describing in detail in this book are not the totality of body minis-
try, but total body ministry is not possible without them.

For the Effectiveness of the Gospel
It is impossible to have a glorious, fully functioning body of Christ 

apart from the charismata, the gifts of the Spirit. Without supernatural 
endowments, the church cannot presume to preach the gospel to the whole 
world and to reap the great harvest prior to the coming of the Lord. (See 
Matthew 24:14.) Another way of saying it is that the gospel is not being 
fully preached unless it is “with signs following” (Mark 16:20 kjv).
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When the early disciples were scattered by persecution, they took the 
gospel wherever they went:

Those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. Philip 
went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to 
them. The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was 
said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which he was perform-
ing. For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming 
out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been para-
lyzed and lame were healed. So there was much rejoicing in that city.   
 (Acts 8:4–8)

When was the last time you witnessed such signs? We are still living 
in New Testament times today, and we should be looking to God to give 
us the gifts that bring about convincing signs and wonders so that a dying 
world can be introduced to the true Life from heaven, Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Himself said that supernatural gifts would be the “credentials” of believers. 
(See Mark 16:17–20; Acts 4:33; Hebrews 2:3–4.)

How to Receive God’s Graces  
and Gifts

Very well, we know that God wants to give us gifts so that we can ben-
efit the other members of the body of Christ and spread the good news of 
the kingdom. But how does He do this? And how can we activate our faith 
to receive His gifts and to exercise them—here and now? The following are 
steps for positioning ourselves receptively as we seek God and His gifts.

1. Choose God’s Choice for You
First, we choose God’s choice for us. You are probably aware of the 

theological tension within the church between God’s sovereignty and hu-
man free will. Without addressing the controversy in detail, let us acknowl-
edge that God is sovereign over all and that He gives us graces, ministries, 
and spiritual offices as He desires; His decision to bestow gifts is not de-
pendent on the recipient’s preparation or choosing. It is God’s election, and 
we do not get to vote on it. (See, for example, Acts 2:1–4; 10:44–46.)
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Yet, although God chooses our gift, we get to choose His choice for 
us. It is like the pedals of a bicycle. When one is up, the other is down, and 
they bring each other round and round. It takes pressure first on one, then 
the other, to make the bike roll forward. In the same way, it takes these 
two seemingly opposed truths joining forces to reach the goal of receiv-
ing and exercising spiritual gifts. Is it God’s sovereignty? Or our free will? 
Yes—both.

Let us choose to receive and operate in the gifts God has for us.

2. Be Open and Receptive to God
After choosing God’s will, we need to actively seek and ask for what 

God has chosen, making ourselves available to receive it. Those who are 
already gifted can help each other to receive God’s gifts, often through the 
laying on of hands. We see this practice throughout the history of the peo-
ple of God, especially after the Holy Spirit was given to the church. One 
example in the Old Testament is when Moses laid his hands on Joshua 
to impart to him the gift of leadership: “Now Joshua the son of Nun was 
filled with the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; and the 
sons of Israel listened to him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses” 
(Deuteronomy 34:9). This impartation would not have occurred without 
Joshua first being willing to receive it.

In the New Testament, both divine sovereignty and human free will 
were involved in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the disciples in the 
upper room on the day of Pentecost. None of the believers there could have 
caused the wind of the Spirit to blow or the tongues of fire to appear in 
the air over their heads. But, obedient to the word Jesus had given them, 
they had waited together patiently and expectantly for God’s gift. Jesus 
had “commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 
had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’” 
(Acts 1:4–5). The believers postured themselves receptively, praying and 
worshipping, not really knowing what God was going to give them but 
willing to receive it. Then, once they were filled with the Spirit, they vol-
untarily allowed their tongues to be loosened and their voices to speak out 
new sounds “as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (Acts 2:4).
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Nobody laid hands on anybody else on the day of Pentecost, but the 
disciples often used this practice afterward as they figured out how God 
wanted things to be done within the body of people who would be called 
the church. God wanted everyone to be filled with His Spirit, and He 
equipped the believers with the character and the wisdom necessary to 
make good decisions about methods and timing. For example, Paul told 
Timothy not to be “hasty” in the laying on of hands, but rather to use wis-
dom, so that the will of God could be achieved without being compromised 
by human sinfulness. (See 1 Timothy 5:22.)

Look at this sampling of the New Testament practice of the laying on 
of hands for commissioning in ministry:

They had these men [Stephen and others who had been chosen to 
oversee the daily distribution of food to poor widows] stand before the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. (Acts 6:6 nrsv)

So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul 
[Paul] and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you 
on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 9:17 nrsv)

While they [the leaders of the church at Antioch] were worshiping 
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting 
and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.   
 (Acts 13:2–3 esv)

Sometimes, the laying on of hands confers an impartation of great 
magnitude, such as with Ananias and Paul. An impartation can also oc-
cur without the laying on of hands, as in the case of intentional mentor-
ing. Sometimes we call this “casting a mantle,” in reference to the way the 
prophet Elijah’s actual mantle, his anointed piece of clothing, was cast over 
the shoulders of Elisha, who became his successor. (See 1 Kings 19:16, 19.) 
That simple act determined the course of the rest of Elisha’s life. He be-
came Elijah’s servant and learned how to operate in God’s giftings. Finally, 
at the end of Elijah’s life, Elisha became the sole possessor of the mantle 
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that had once been put over his shoulders (see 2 Kings 2:1–14), and he 
went on to perform even more miraculous prophetic acts than his mentor 
Elijah had.

Does God impart His gifts any less today? Shouldn’t we rather expect 
more activity of the Holy Spirit now, as the last days unfold? Sometimes, 
if I don’t have anybody who can pray for me, I lay hands on myself in order 
to stir up the gifts that God wants to use. I lay my hands on my stomach 
and say, “Out of my innermost being will come forth rivers of living water” 
(see John 7:38)—and it works! The gifts He has given me flow forth for 
the sake of other people. In fact, one of the greatest joys in my life is to see 
people have God-encounters! It is better than watching a great movie. You 
and I get to be the actors on God’s stage in the “Greatest Show on Earth”!

3. Make Yourself Available to God
We should be aware that it is quite possible to miss our chance to re-

ceive an impartation of God’s grace. I remember seeing the healing evange-
list Kathryn Kuhlman on a television broadcast late in her life. “I was not 
God’s first choice,” she confided. “God offered this gift, this ministry, to a 
man first. And he refused. So then God came to an ugly woman with red 
hair and freckles...and I said yes.” She received the gift and the call because 
she made herself available.

Think about how Jesus’ disciples received His impartations. They 
made themselves available when He called them and sent them out to min-
ister in His authority. Out into the countryside they went, without Him, 
to test their new gifts, and then they came back to report their successes to 
Him. (See, for example, Luke 10:1–11, 17–19.) “Doin’ the stuff” brought 
them great joy, even in the midst of the personal sacrifices and difficulties 
that came with the territory.

A Multiplicity of Gifts

For the purposes of this book, I have chosen to concentrate on nine of 
the most important gifts of the Spirit, which are found in 1 Corinthians 
12: discerning of spirits, a word of wisdom, a word of knowledge, faith, gifts 
of healings, tongues, interpretation of tongues, prophecy, and workings of 
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miracles. But Scripture presents a number of other spiritual gifts. Look at 
this wonderful inventory of gifts, listed alphabetically, which includes the 
nine gifts I have just mentioned:

1. Administrations, or “steerings” (see 1 Corinthians 12:28)

2. Apostle (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11)

3. Celibacy (see 1 Corinthians 7:7)

4. Discerning (or distinguishing) of spirits (see 1 Corinthians 12:10)

5. Effecting of miracles, or powers (see 1 Corinthians 12:10)

6. Eternal life (see Romans 6:23)

7. Evangelist (see Ephesians 4:11)

8. Exhortation (see Romans 12:8)

9. Faith (see 1 Corinthians 12:9)

10. Giving (see Romans 12:8)

11. Healings (see 1 Corinthians 12:9, 28)

12. Helps (see 1 Corinthians 12:28)

13. Interpretation of tongues (see 1 Corinthians 12:10)

14. Kinds of tongues (see 1 Corinthians 12:10; 1 Corinthians 14:1–34)

15. Leadership, or ruling (see Romans 12:8)

16. Mercy (see Romans 12:8)

17. Pastor, or shepherd (see Ephesians 4:11; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2)

18. Prophecy (see 1 Corinthians 12:10; 1 Corinthians 14:1)

19. Prophet (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11)

20. Righteousness (see Romans 5:17)

21. Service (see Romans 12:7)

22. Teacher (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11)

23. Teaching (see Romans 12:7)

24. Word of knowledge (see 1 Corinthians 12:8)

25. Word of wisdom (see 1 Corinthians 12:8)
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Most of the above gifts are mentioned in four different places in the 
New Testament where we find gifts listed: Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, 
Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4.

Some people see other gifts within the pages of the Bible, such as 
craftsmanship, encouragement, fasting, hospitality, intercessory prayer, 
interpretation of dreams, judgment (being a wise judge), missions (cross-
cultural ministry), music, philanthropy, and worship-leading. The scrip-
tural support for such gifts has not been set forth in the form of a list, but it 
can be seen in biblical anecdotes and in various commands and directives.

Many Variations of Gifts
I believe that the gifts of the Spirit are as expansive as God Himself, 

so there is no reason to adhere rigidly to a particular set or listing of them 
as being exclusive or definitive. Even within the scriptural lists there can 
be variations of gifts, depending on their application. Take “teacher” or 
“teaching,” for example. Some people teach adults, others teach children. 
Still others teach special groups only, such as the “differently abled” or 
international students. All teachers specialize in the topics they pres-
ent to their students, and under any primary topic are large numbers 
of specialties. Music teachers, for instance, might teach how to play a 
particular instrument, the music of a particular culture, or how to lead 
worship music.

Additionally, most teachers prefer a particular method of delivery. A 
good number of teachers who call teaching their career express themselves 
verbally, to groups both large and small, many of them using technology to 
amplify and broadcast their voices. Other teachers do not actually verbal-
ize much at all because most of their teaching is in written, published form. 
Some teachers are very informal, simply using the gift in the course of their 
daily communications with family members or business associates. Others 
employ a more formal style.

There are therefore many different kinds and methods of teaching. 
Would you consider each kind of teaching a separate gift or a subset of 
the main gift? Either way, we cannot put a limitation or boundary on the 
variety of gifts that God may give.
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“Circumstantial Gifts,” “Ministry Gifts,” and  
“Office Gifts”

Some of the gifts of the Spirit seem to function in a temporary manner, 
according to the need of the moment. We might call these “circumstantial” 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. In other cases, believers operate consistently in 
one or more gifts; the gifts appear to reside within them. We can call these 
“ministry gifts” of the Holy Spirit. A select number of believers not only 
operate consistently in one or more gifts but have also been set apart as 
gifts themselves from God to the body of Christ to equip the church to do 
the works of Jesus. (See Ephesians 4:11.) This category of gifting is often 
referred to as the “offices,” or “callings,” of the Spirit.

The Spirit Is Ready to Release  
God’s Gifts

The topic of the gifts of the Spirit is a marvelous one, and it is rather 
exciting to teach; but it is even greater to experience the gifts in action. 
Clearly, whether the gifting from God is circumstantial, consistent, or a 
calling for an extended period of time, it happens by the great grace of God 
alone. You cannot earn the gifts of the Holy Spirit. That is why they are 
called “gifts.” And His gifts are still being released today!

Since the beginning of time, the Holy Spirit has desired to find people 
through whom He can manifest Himself, those who are open and recep-
tive to Him. At creation, He “hovered” like a hen over her baby chicks 
before He created the world (see Genesis 1:2 nkjv, esv, niv), culminating 
in the making of human beings in God’s image. More than two thousand 
years later, after the Exodus, Moses said, “Would that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets” (Numbers 11:29). The prophet Joel foretold of a day when 
prophecy, dreams, and visions from God would become widespread. (See 
Joel 2:28–29.) After Jesus came to earth and the Spirit was given to the 
church, Peter announced that the day prophesied by Joel had arrived. (See 
Acts 2:14–18.) Again, we are still living in that day, and God is ministering 
His gifts to those who will receive them and release them for the benefit of 
the church and for the salvation of the world.
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We must pray to be good stewards of the gifts of the Spirit as we seek 
three aspects of the Spirit’s fullness in our lives: (1) fullness of power (the 
gifts of the Spirit), (2) fullness of character (the fruit of the Spirit; see 
Galatians 5:22–23), and (3) fullness of wisdom. Unless we have all three 
aspects of fullness, the gifts of the Spirit will be subject to misuse or disuse, 
and the kingdom of God will be long in coming. We must continue to grow 
and mature, conforming to the image of Christ, as we exercise spiritual 
gifts in godly character and wisdom.

Paul’s words to Timothy apply to each one of us: “Stir up the gift of God 
which is in you” (2 Timothy 1:6 nkjv), and “Do not neglect the spiritual gift 
within you” (1 Timothy 4:14). Let’s stir up our gifts, calling them forth for 
the glory of God. Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Father! Come, Holy Spirit! Fill 
us anew, right now!

|

Heavenly Father, I want to grow in all three dimensions of the Holy 
Spirit in my life. I ask for more of Your power, more of Your charac-
ter, and more of Your wisdom ways. I ask You to be my Gift-giver, 
my Fruit-bearer, and my Teacher and Guide—always to Your glory. 
Without Your help, I cannot learn to live in a Christlike manner. 
As I walk through life, may I reflect Jesus by the power of the Holy 
Spirit wherever I go. Let me be continually open and receptive to 
the gifts You want to give me. I have great expectations that You 
will move in my life today! Amen and amen!


