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Introduction

Clearly you are an epistle of Christ,...
written not with ink but by the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on 

tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.
—2 Corinthians 3:3, emphasis added

Smith Wigglesworth constantly preached 
this truth, which was definitely exhibited 
by his own life. He was truly a living “epistle 

of Christ.” As we look at the heart and message of 
this great man of faith, we learn some wonderful 
lessons and read some great and mighty things 
on the pages of his life.

 The very first time I heard of Smith Wiggles-
worth, the Holy Spirit stirred within me and said, 
“I have a special message for you written on the 
life and testimony of this man that will affect 
your whole life and ministry. Go and learn about 
him!”

 This happened during my first few weeks 
of Bible college in Sydney, Australia. Two of my 
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fellow students were discussing Wigglesworth 
during our lunch break. I was drawn to their con-
versation like iron to a magnet. That afternoon I 
bought my first book on this great man of faith. 
It was Stanley Frodsham’s Apostle of Faith. I read 
it in a few days and then reread it. In the months 
that followed, I bought every book I could find 
about him, and God spoke to me in a wonderful 
way through his life.

 I began to talk to others about Wigglesworth, 
his relationship with God, and the miracles of 
healing that God worked through him wher-
ever he went. Wigglesworth became such a topic 
of conversation with me that the other students 
would greet me with comments like “Here comes 
Wigglesworth.” God used this man very much in 
my life and in the forming of the ministry He was 
to give me. I believe He wants to do the same in 
many others also.

 There have been many other great living 
“epistles of Christ,” men and women like Wesley, 
Finney, Booth, Hyde, Moody, Woodworth-Etter, 
Bosworth, Studd, Lake, Müller, Murray, Semple 
MacPherson, Simpson, Goforth, Kuhlman, and 
many others. They are all great living letters 
written by the hand of God, letters we do well to 
read and follow, letters that I have studied and 
read, learned from and loved. In fact, the Word of 
God instructs us to honor them and follow their 
examples. They all have tremendous things to add 
to our lives. The Smith Wigglesworth epistle has 
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some very special lessons and applications for us, 
things that I believe are very much needed in the 
body of Christ today.

 Early in 1989, while I was serving as a pastor 
in the city of Wol-
longong, in Austra-
lia, the Holy Spirit 
prompted me to 
compile quotes from 
W i g g l e s w o r t h ’s 
preaching. I thought 
that this was for 
my own inspiration 
and reference for 
preaching. But, as 
I began to compile the material, I felt the Lord 
wanted me to share it with others.

 Not satisfied with just the existing published 
information on Wigglesworth, I began to look for 
some fresh material. I checked sources in Austra-
lia and wrote to England, but without success. 
Discouraged, I put the project on a back burner 
and concentrated on other things.

 Six months later, my family and I traveled 
to America on a completely different project. We 
stayed at the Home of Peace, an old missionary 
home in Oakland, California, where many great 
men and women of God have stayed in years past. 
To my great delight, I discovered that Smith 
Wigglesworth had stopped there on numerous 
occasions. In fact, the founders of the Home of 

The Smith 
Wigglesworth epistle 
has some very special 

lessons and applications 
for us, things that I 

believe are very much 
needed in the body of 

Christ today.
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Peace, Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery, were close per-
sonal friends of his.

 I began to sense that the Lord was doing 
something, and I soon found out what it was. God 
had brought me halfway around the world, some 
13,000 miles from Australia to California, to an 
old house where, in a little old cupboard in the 
front room, I found what I had been looking and 
praying for: thirty-seven messages from God’s 
apostle of faith, Smith Wigglesworth.

 This book is written around these sermons. 
The lessons that the Holy Spirit taught me through 
the life and revelation given to Smith Wiggles-
worth, starting those many years ago at Bible 

college, are lessons that I 
believe He wants to bring to 
many believers today. This 
book is for those who want 
more of God, who want to 
be part of God’s “end-times 
army” and who are pre-
pared to become “flames of 
fire.” (See Hebrews 1:7.) My 
prayer is that some of the 

fire, some of the hunger and revelation, some of the 
anointing and power on this man’s life may become 
yours, and that God may be truly glorified.

My Endeavor
 Smith Wigglesworth was a man with a strik-
ing and awesome revelation of Jesus Christ, a 
man who walked close to God. Only an intimacy 

This book is 
for those who 
want more of 

God,…who are 
prepared to 

become “flames 
of fire.”
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beyond the normal, an intimacy deep and rich and 
real, a closeness, almost a oneness with the Holy 
Spirit, could produce such a powerful insight into 
divinity, bring such miraculous power to heal the 
sick and raise the dead, develop such an incred-
ible faith—a faith that would change the Chris-
tian world—and bring a man to such brokenness 
and to such a deep consciousness of his own noth-
ingness before God.

 My endeavor is not to glorify this man, for God 
shares His glory with no man. His own glory was 
the last thing that Smith Wigglesworth wanted, 
for he only desired to give glory to God.

 However, in Christ, 
and under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit, my under-
taking in writing this book 
is to challenge your com-
mitment to Jesus Christ, 
to build and inspire your 
faith, to ignite your zeal, 
to deepen your compas-
sion, to enlarge your heart 
and mind, and to explode 
your vision through a study of this man, his life, 
his theology, and his principles of faith. An evan-
gelist, an apostle of faith, forefather of the Pente-
costal church, Smith Wigglesworth was a living 
epistle of God in the twentieth century.

Inspire your faith, 
ignite your zeal, 

deepen your 
compassion, 
enlarge your 

heart and mind, 
and explode your 

vision.





chapter one

Flames of Fire
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proloGue:

“That You May Marvel”

While staying in the home of a curate 
of the local Church of England, [Wig-
glesworth] and the curate were sitting 

together talking after supper. No doubt the sub-
ject of their conversation was that the poor fellow 
had no legs. Artificial limbs in those days were 
unlike the sophisticated limbs of today.

 “Wigglesworth said to the man quite suddenly 
(which he often did when ministering in cases like 
this), ‘Go and get a pair of new shoes in the morn-
ing.’

 “The poor fellow thought it was some kind of 
joke. However, after Wigglesworth and the curate 
had retired to their respective rooms for the night, 
God said to the curate, ‘Do as My servant hath 
said.’ What a designation for any person—My ser-
vant! God was identifying Himself with Wiggles-
worth.

 “There was no more sleep for the man that 
night. He rose up early, went downtown, and 
stood waiting for the shoe shop to open. The 
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manager eventually arrived and opened the shop 
for business. The curate went in and sat down.

 “Presently an assistant came and said, ‘Good 
morning, sir. Can I help you?’

 “The man said, ‘Yes, would you get me a pair 
of shoes, please.’

 “‘Yes, sir. Size and color?’

 “The curate hesitated. The assistant then 
saw his condition and said, ‘Sorry, sir. We can’t 
help you.’

 “‘It’s all right, young man. But I do want a 
pair of shoes. Size 8, color black.’

 “The assistant went to get the requested 
shoes. A few minutes later he returned and handed 
them to the man. The man put one stump into a 
shoe, and instantly a foot and leg formed! Then 
the same thing happened with the other leg!

 “He walked out of that shop, not only with a 
new pair of shoes, but also with a new pair of legs!

 “Wigglesworth was not surprised. He had 
expected the result. He often made remarks like 
this: ‘As far as God is concerned, there is no dif-
ference between forming a limb and healing a 
broken bone.’” 1
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What was this awesome power that 
moved through evangelist Smith Wig-
glesworth? Of course, it was the power 

of God. Why was it so prolific in his life? The only 
way we can understand this is to study the Wig-
glesworth epistle. To do so, we need to look at both 
the life he lived and the message he preached.

 Paul said, “Imitate me, just as I also imitate 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). He didn’t just say, 
“Do what I say,” but he said, “Do what I do.” In 
the same way, it is important for us to look at 
what Wigglesworth did, as well as what he said; 
therefore, we will begin by examining his life.

the liFe stanDarD:
Wigglesworth’s Early Years

 Smith Wigglesworth was a “flame of fire” 
(Hebrews 1:7), a man burning with the Spirit of 
God. He burned with a passion to know God and 
to commune with Him. He burned with a passion 
for God’s Word, for souls, for Holy Spirit manifes-
tation, for holiness, and for Christlikeness.
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 Born in 1859 in a humble shack in the small 
village of Menston, in Yorkshire, England, Wig-
glesworth was one of four children. Because the 
family was poor, he started work at the age of 
six to help support the family. His childhood was 
filled with long hours of hard work, yet he grew 
up in an atmosphere of simplicity and happiness.

 At the age of eight, the young Wigglesworth 
received a clear knowledge that he was born 
again through the blood of Jesus Christ. As he 
stood clapping around a wood stove in an old-
time Wesleyan Methodist church with his grand-
mother and others, he 
made Jesus Christ the 
Lord of his young life.

 As he grew physi-
cally, his hunger 
and passion for God 
increased correspond-
ingly. This hunger was 
the primary foundation 
for the power that was 
later to be manifested 
so radically in his life and ministry.

 As you will see in the messages in this book, 
he desired to instill in others the same hunger 
that burned so strongly in him because he under-
stood its great importance. To hunger after God, 
to never be satisfied with his present position, to 
press on to the fullness of the Spirit—these were 
the foundations of Wigglesworth’s life.

To hunger after God, 
to never be satisfied 

with his present 
position, to press on 
to the fullness of the 
Spirit—these were 
the foundations of 

Wigglesworth’s life. 
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 At his conversion, his hunger for the salvation 
of souls began. The first person he won to Christ 
was his own mother. From there he continually 
tried to bring Christ to all the boys he knew. He 
received many rebukes and rebuffs in his early 
years, but he never lost his burning desire to draw 
people to his Savior.

 At the age of thirteen, he moved with his fam-
ily to Bradford, England, where he again attended 
a Wesleyan Methodist church. His keenness for 
God must have been evident, for he was one of 
seven boys chosen to speak at the special mission-
ary meetings that were being held at his church. 
Although he was only asked to talk for fifteen 
minutes, he lived in earnest prayer for weeks 
before the event. When the time came for him to 
speak, he was burning with a mighty zeal and a 
great desire for souls to be saved.

 When Wigglesworth was sixteen, the Salva-
tion Army came to Bradford. The Army, under 
the leadership of General William Booth, was a 
fresh and powerful evangelistic movement that 
delighted young Wigglesworth. He found in its 
people a kindred spirit to his own in their ear-
nestness to lead people to Christ and their great 
desire for God.

 At this young age, he began a season of prayer 
and fasting for souls as the Holy Spirit led him 
further. Every week he joined his faith with that 
of the Salvation Army brothers and sisters, and 
they saw dozens yield their lives to Christ.
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 From a young age, Wigglesworth realized that 
salvation is the heartbeat of God. Faith for souls 
must become priority, first priority, and it was out 
of this priority that his journey of faith began.

 Wigglesworth stayed with the Army for sev-
eral years. He saw that they had God’s power, 
which he fervently desired. During their fiery 
prayer meetings, many 
people would fall down 
under the power of the 
Holy Spirit for long peri-
ods, sometimes twenty-
four hours. They also saw 
results from their prayers. 
Because they believed 
God for a specific number of people to be saved 
each week, God rewarded their faith with that 
number!

 Wigglesworth wanted to be in the center of 
what God was doing, so he went with those who 
were moving in the greatest blessing at the time, 
following loyalty to God rather than loyalty to man 
or any particular institution. He had the needed 
flexibility to move with God rather than chasing 
vanity. Because he knew that “by their fruits you 
will know them” (Matthew 7:20), he went where 
he saw the fruit.

 We can see in Wigglesworth’s life that the 
establishment of the kingdom of God and the sal-
vation of souls were his primary concerns from an 
early age. These passions continued throughout 

From a young age, 
Wigglesworth 
realized that 

salvation is the 
heartbeat of God. 
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his life, except for a brief period when his business 
made a “takeover bid” for the top-priority posi-
tion in his life.

 Many Christians start in the same way—zeal-
ous for God and for souls, full of love and compas-
sion, hungry for the Word and for power, declaring 
that God will always be “number one” in their 
lives. This is the way it should be. The sad thing is 
that not many continue in this way, in what Jesus 
called “your first love” (Revelation 2:4).

 Jesus said that He had “this against” the 
church at Ephesus because they had “left [their] 
first love” (v. 4). But we don’t have to live in Ephe-
sus; our “first love” doesn’t have to die, and the 
honeymoon period doesn’t have to come to an end. 
In fact, we are to progress continually in our love, 
our zeal, our passion, our burning desire, our 
joy, and our excitement about Jesus. “The Lord’s 
mercies… are new every morning” (Lamentations 
3:22–23), and our love for Him and revelations of 
Him should be also.

 Wigglesworth lived in newness of life, in “first 
love.” The message we read in his life is a continu-
ing love, a continually increasing desire for God 
and His kingdom. This is the first key to the walk 
of power!

 You may say, “Well, Wigglesworth was a spe-
cial case. I can’t be like him,” but the reality is 
that it is your decision. Jesus said to the church 
at Ephesus in Revelation 2:5 that they were to 
“repent and do the first works,” showing clearly 
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that living in “first love” is a decision that we 
have to make and not something that God puts 
on a special few.

 God is raising up a generation of people in 
these last days who have made the decision to be 
“flames of fire,” burning with “first love” and holy 
desire, and they will change the face of this world 
for Jesus!

 As you study the following powerful mes-
sage given by Smith Wigglesworth, see the man 
behind it. He called himself “the thirstiest man 
in the world.” Open your heart to the hunger he 
had, and pray that it will be imparted to your life, 
that you will begin a new phase toward the walk 
of power.

Flames oF Fire

A Message by Smith Wigglesworth

 Praise the Lord! I am sure anyone would have 
great liberty in preaching in this convention! I 
believe God the Holy Spirit can so bring into our 
hearts these truths that we shall live in the top 
place of expectation.

 There may be much variation in these meet-
ings, but I believe God will give us the desire of 
our hearts. I am so glad to be here—my heart 
is full on so many lines. The message to me this 
morning was very fine.
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 I know that only God can satisfy my thirst. I 
know this: The man who is to be possessed with 
a zeal for God’s work can only possess it as he is 
thirsty for God. Jesus had a great longing—a great 
passion. It was the zeal of the house of God.

 I believe that this morning God wants to 
bring us to a place where we shall realize there 
is a revolution coming in our lives. Oh, beloved, it 
seems to me that we shall never be anywhere for 
God until there has been perfect revolution in our 
whole being.

 It was a tremendous thought for me to know 
that I had received the Holy Spirit, but I am com-
ing to a great wonderment of splendor to know 
that the Holy Spirit has at last got me! And the 
revolution has had such an effect upon my life that 
everything is of new order—a reviving process—a 
divine mark right within my inner heart. It is cer-
tainly an incision without a mark, but God puts 
His stamp into the hidden desires and cravings, 
and the whole thing is a great plan of a divine 
creation—the thirst of God after the image of the 
one He first created. It was forfeited, but it is now 
being brought back to its beginning. It may only 
be in its infancy, but, oh, the development since 
last year of God’s incarnation in my whole soul.

 Nothing less will please the Lord, only a con-
stant, full burnt offering for God, where He is in 
absolute and utter authority over my whole being, 
until I am living, thinking, acting in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Praise the Lord!
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 It is worthy of thought this morning, to allow 
God to bring a powerful might to so burst upon all 
our natural desires and longings so that we may 
at last come onto a plane of the divine plan where 
God breathes His own breath and makes His own 
food and eats and drinks with us and lives within 
us, an overflowing measure that shall never be 
taken away.

 There is something in this Pentecostal work 
for God that it seems a continual decreasing 
with an increasing measure to take over the 
measureless measure! I am satisfied in my heart 
this morning that the hand of God is upon us. 
If we could only believe to see the glory of the 
salvation that God has got for us in the person of 
Jesus!

 Shall we read the first chapter of Hebrews? It 
is full of holy vision. The word that I have for you 
this morning is in the seventh verse:

And of the angels He says: “Who makes his 
angels spirits and his ministers a flame of 
fire.” (Hebrews 1:7)

 His ministers are to be “flame[s] of fire”! This 
means so much for us this morning. It seems to me 
that no man with a vision, especially a vision by 
the Spirit’s power, can read that wonderful verse, 
that divine truth, without being kindled to such 
“a flame of fire” for his Lord that it seems as if 
it would burn up everything that would interfere 
with its progress.
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 “A flame of fire”! A perpetual fire, a constant 
fire, a constant burning, a holy inward flame—
that is exactly what God’s Son was in the world 
manifesting for us all. I can see this truth: God 
has nothing less for us than to be flames! The 
import of our message is that the Holy Spirit has 
come to make Jesus King.

 It seems to me that the seed, which is an eter-
nal seed, that life that was given to us when we 
believed, was of such a nature of the resurrec-
tion power that I see a new creation rising with 
a kingly position, and I see that when the Holy 
Spirit comes, He comes to crown Jesus King. So, 
beloved, it is not only the King within, but all 

the glories of the kingly 
manifestations that are 
brought forth.

   So I see that even this 
alone should cause you to 
feel a burning after Jesus, 
a longing, a passion for 
Him. Oh, for Him to so 
work in us, melting us 

until a new order rises, moved with compassion!

 There is something about this message that I 
want you to catch this morning. It does not seem 
to me that God can in any way even make us to 
be anything. But I do see that we can so come 
into a place in the order of God that He sets us 
up where the vision becomes so much brighter 
and where the Lord is in His glory with all His 

Oh, for Him to 
so work in us, 

melting us until 
a new order 

rises, moved with 
compassion! 
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beatitudes and gifts, and all His glory seems to 
fill the soul who is absolutely dead to self and 
alive to Him.

 There is so much talk about death, but I see 
that there is a death that is so deep in God, that 
out of that death God brings the splendor of His 
life and all His glory.

 A remarkable evidence of being “a flame of 
fire” (Hebrews 1:7) for God came when I was trav-
eling from Egypt to Italy. It is quite true when 
I tell you that on the ship and everywhere, God 
has been with me. A passenger on the ship sud-
denly collapsed. His wife was 
in a terrible state, and every-
body else seemed to be, also. 
Some said that his life had 
come to an end, but, oh, to be 
a flame—to be indwelt by the 
living presence of Christ! We 
are a back number if we have 
to pray for power, if we have 
to wait until we feel a sense of His presence to 
minister. The baptism in the Holy Spirit should 
empower you for any emergency.

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you. (Acts 1:8)

 Within you there is greater power than there 
is in the world. Oh, to be awakened out of our 
place of unbelief into a place of daring for God, on 
the authority of the blessed Book!

Oh, to be 
awakened out 
of our place of 
unbelief into a 
place of daring 

for God! 



28

the WiGGlesWorth stanDarD

 So in the name of Jesus, I rebuked the demon, 
and to the astonishment of the man’s wife and 
himself, he was able to stand. He said, “What 
is this? It is going all over me. I have never felt 
anything like this before,” for from the crown of 
his head to the soles of his feet, the power of God 
shook him.

 “Be ready in season and out of season” (2 
Timothy 4:2). God has for us an authority over the 

powers of the devil—over all 
the powers of the enemy. Oh, 
that we may live in the place 
where the glory excels!

    I so desire that we could 
all see Him this morning. 
God says to us through His 
lovely Word,

Who being the brightness of His glory and 
the express image of His person, and uphold-
ing all things by the word of His power, 
when He had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. (Hebrews 1:3)

 This would make anyone “a flame of fire.” 
Praise God, it is a fact! Jesus is in our bodies, 
and He is the express image of God, and He has 
come to our human weakness to change us into 
a divine substance, so that by the power of His 
might we may not only overcome, but also rejoice 
in the fact that we are more than overcomers. 

Jesus has come 
to our human 
weakness to 
change us 

into a divine 
substance. 
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God wants us to have the last part—to be more 
than overcomers!

 Beloved, what I speak this morning is burn-
ing in my soul. The baptism of the Spirit has 
come for nothing less than to eat the whole of 
my life. It set up Jesus as King, and nothing 
can stand in His holy presence when He is made 
King. Everything withers before Him. I am real-
izing this.

 I feel like I come to a convention like this 
to stir you up and to help you to know that this 
inheritance of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit from. Praise the Lord! And in the Holy 
Spirit order, we are to come behind with no gifts, 
but I love the thought that all the gifts are of no 
qualification or service to us if the Giver does not 
work the gift through us.

 If the Spirit is working the gift and it is 
present and in operation, you are there only as 
an instrument or a voice or a temple. He fills 
the temple; He fills the bill! Oh, it is lovely! He 
dwells inside us! He lives, He moves, He reveals. 
He causes us to forget our sorrow and to “rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Peter 
1:8 kjv).

 “The brightness of His glory and the express 
image of His person” (Hebrews 1:3). We must not 
forget that we must make this a personal thing. 
When God made the angels, He made them sing. 
All that were in the heavens did obedience to this 
wonderful royal King, and, beloved, we must see 
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that this Word this morning is a personal experi-
ence.

 I look at the Scriptures, and I say, “Oh, Lord, 
it must be mine if You give it to me. You must 
make it mine.” This is how I talk to Him, so He 
knows my language well! And I am the thirstiest 

man in the world, and He 
has a reservoir especially 
for me, and for everyone 
of us.

   I sometimes get to a 
place where I say, “Lord, 
it is no good. Nothing You 
have shown me yet has 
moved me sufficiently. You 
will have to do something 
like You did in the Bible, 

something that will make the people marvel.” 
“Greater works than these, that you may marvel” 
(John 5:20).

 This same Jesus has come for one purpose, 
that He might be so manifested in us that the 
world shall see Him, and we must be burning 
and shining lights to reflect such a holy Jesus. We 
cannot do it with cold, indifferent attitudes, and 
we never shall be able to.

 I come across people at times who always 
“have a good report,” but, oh, for a Pentecostal 
ring in our hearts all the time! Oh, what you have 
got, brother, sister. His purpose is to take you into 
the Promised Land.

Lord,...You will 
have to do 

something like 
You did in the 

Bible, something 
that will make the 

people marvel. 
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 What an inward burning, what an inward 
craving God can give! It is a taste of the heaven-
lies! And we want more! More of the these heav-
enly joys, until God has absolutely put His stamp 
upon everyone by the power of His presence.

liFe KeYs From the sermon

 Praise God! What a mighty message from the 
heart of God. There is so much in these words for 
us today, if we will apply ourselves. We need to 
look closely at what Wigglesworth was saying in 
this sermon and see how it applies to us person-
ally. To do this, let us look at some of the major 
points in the message. They are keys for God’s 
“end-times army.”

 “The top place of expectation”—this is where 
Wigglesworth lived and where God would have us 
all live. It is important to note that Wigglesworth 
started his message with expectation because it is 
the ingredient that he knew people need in order 
to fully receive the Word of God and, in so doing, 
receive faith to have their needs met.

Key #1

Expectation
I believe God the Holy Spirit can so bring into 

our hearts these truths that we shall live in 
the top place of expectation.
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 We see so much more in a meeting when there 
is expectancy that God will move, and not just the 
presumption that it will be the same as before.

 Expectation is the eager and confident antici-
pation that you will meet with God. It is the faith 
attitude that paves the way for God to move; it is 
the foundation that makes the church alive.

   Wigglesworth said that 
expectation comes from the 
truths of God being fixed in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
Expectation is not a feeling or 
emotion that can be pumped 
up by positive thinking, but a 
direct result of the coupling 
of the study of God’s Word 

and fellowship with the Holy Spirit.

 We must learn to build expectancy in our 
hearts before we arrive at a service. If we will do 
this, not only will we receive greater blessings 
and miracles ourselves, but also our expectancy 
can increase the blessing on the whole meeting.

 How do we build expectation in our lives? 
“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” (Romans 10:17). Thank Him for each rev-
elation. Meditate on it. Apply it specifically to you 
and your life. Commit yourself to do it and live by 
it. Don’t rush ahead in the pursuit of intellectual 
knowledge, but allow the Holy Spirit to build faith 
and expectation in you “precept upon precept, line 
upon line” (Isaiah 28:13).

Expectation 
is the eager 

and confident 
anticipation that 
you will meet 

with God. 
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 As you read this book, read it expecting to 
grow, and allow the Holy Spirit to fix each truth 
in your heart according to this process. Then you 
will get the maximum out of it.

 As we have seen in Wigglesworth’s early life, 
it was thirsting after God that was the foundation 
of his ministry. As he stated, this thirst is abso-
lutely necessary for those who are to be really 
used of God. Those “possessed with a zeal for 
God’s work” are the movers and shakers in the 
kingdom of God. They are the ones who accom-
plish great things doing His work.

 As we hunger and thirst for God, we come 
into deepening levels of relationship with Him. 
Then He starts to unfold His plan for our lives and 
the work He has for us to do. The gifts and abili-
ties that believers have do not ultimately qualify 
them to be men or women of God, but rather their 
desires toward God do so.

 The enemy of our souls seeks to divert us at 
any cost from full effectiveness and anointing 
in doing God’s work because he knows the great 
damage a man or woman fully empowered by God 

Key #2

Thirst for God
I know this: The man who is to be possessed 
with a zeal for God’s work can only possess 

it as he is thirsty after God.
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can do to his kingdom, like the damage Wiggles-
worth did. Thus, his continual effort and plan is 
to undermine or divert our hunger for God. He 
uses many devices, such as spirits of religiosity, 
apathy, pride, and fatigue—anything to weaken 
our hunger for God—so that he can limit our 
effectiveness for God.

 Many gifted Christians are seemingly work-
ing for God, but their work all too often is not 
motivated by a hunger and thirst for God. Min-
istry is rendered powerless and ineffective if we 
allow it to be based on anything other than a deep 
spiritual hunger—not for ministry, but for God 
Himself.

 “Ministry” can be based on many things:

	 •	 hunger	for	recognition
	 •	 hunger	for	social	acceptance	within	the	church
	 •	 hunger	for	power	and	control	over	others
	 •	 hunger	for	money
	 •	 hunger	to	achieve	righteousness	by	works

…And the list goes on.

 These are some of the traps that so many 
have fallen into, even after starting with a sincere 
hunger for God, because of the enemy’s continual 
onslaught against the key principle of hunger. We 
must learn to come before the Lord and check our 
motivations and what we are really hungering for 
in the things we do, “lest Satan should take advan-
tage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices” 
(2 Corinthians 2:11).
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 All of us need to maintain a deep longing for 
God. Some might even have to renew it totally. In 
both cases, the working out of this in our lives is 
the same. The fire of desire for God comes from 
communion with Him, which always begins with 
discipline. We must set our wills, our minds, and 
our emotions every day to seek Him. As we con-
tinue to seek Him and His power, the longing for 
greater fellowship begins to grow. Desire and dis-
cipline work hand in hand: discipline feeds desire, 
and desire fuels discipline.

 Wigglesworth, later in his life, would awaken 
at four o’clock in the morning to have communion 
and fellowship with his Lord. It was not so much 
that he dutifully made himself do it, but that the 
“burning desire” within tapped him on the shoul-
der every morning, and he got up to participate in 
his greatest delight.

 Seek the Lord constantly in the Word. Seek 
Him faithfully in your prayer closet, praying in 
the Holy Spirit. Seek Him continually in praise 
and worship. Engage your heart to seek Him until 
you are “possessed with a zeal for God’s work,” 
burning with holy desire.

Key #3

Possessed by the Spirit
But I am coming to a great wonderment of 
splendor to know that the Holy Spirit has  

at last got me! 
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 Wigglesworth pointed here to a very powerful 
truth, one that he preached frequently. He could 
proclaim this truth because it was real in his own 
life. It is also one of the themes of this book.

 To possess the Spirit of God is one thing, but 
it is quite another to be possessed by the Spirit 
of God. Millions around the world have received 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit since the great out-
pouring at the beginning of the twentieth century. 
This is part of the preparation of the church, the 
bride, for the return of the King of Kings. Wig-
glesworth definitely preached this message of the 
last-days Pentecost throughout the world. He was 
one of the first in England to receive the infilling 
of the Holy Spirit during the early twentieth cen-
tury—on October 28, 1907.

 However, the beauty and power of his life 
came from the fact that he went on from there to 
the position that he is talking about here. A fur-
ther place in the Spirit exists, a place of being con-
trolled and possessed by Him. God really starts 
to use men and women when they become totally 
consumed by Him, to the extent that their think-
ing, their ways of acting, their praying, their wor-
shiping, their all becomes Spirit-controlled. Their 
lives are no longer their own but His.

Nothing less will please the Lord, only a con-
stant, full burnt offering for God, where He is 
in absolute and utter authority over my whole 
being, until I am living, thinking, acting in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.
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 We know that many people are affected by 
evil spirits in our day. Many are “demonized,” 
or affected by the demonic in certain restricted 
areas of their lives, yet they still carry on rela-
tively normal activities, being bound just in those 
areas. For example, they may be “demonized” by 
a spirit of alcoholism, spirits of anger and rage, or 
spirits of lust, yet the evil spirits don’t dominate 
or control their whole existences.

 However, a very few people actually are pos-
sessed by a demon. Those possessed are in an 
asylum, strapped to a table or in a straightjacket, 
because they have no personal control, because 
the demon spirit is controlling them.

 In the same way, many 
Christians are “Holy Spiri-
tized,” still living according 
to their own plans most of the 
time, affected by God’s Spirit 
in some aspects of their lives. 
However, a few are actually 
possessed by the Holy Spirit. 
Those possessed are the ones 
who have given over total control to Him. “The 
people who know their God shall be strong, and 
carry out great exploits” (Daniel 11:32). These 
believers are constantly in intercession, the ones 
controlled by God, who hear His every call and 
heed His every Word.

 This is the second step of the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit that the church needs to take hold of. 

God is looking 
for those who 

will come 
to the place 
of absolute 
surrender. 
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The last-days church, with the opposition that it is 
up against and the work it still has to do, must take 
hold of this further step of being Spirit-filled.

 God is looking for those who will come to the 
place of absolute surrender. They will be the labor-
ers used in the end-times harvest, the last great 
worldwide revival. They will be God’s end-times 
army—not those with great ability or gifts who 
have the Holy Spirit, but those who have God’s 
ability because the Holy Spirit has them.

 If your desire is to be a member of this special 
“armed forces unit,” it requires your absolute dedi-
cation. You need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit 
and receive the gift of tongues as a starting point. If 
you have not experienced this yet, seek the Lord for 
it. Then find someone who has, so that they might 
lay hands on you and pray for you. Don’t stop until 
you receive it. Finally, consecrate yourself to the 
surrendered life to become part of God’s end-times 
army and “a flame of fire” (Hebrews 1:7).

 In Exodus 3, Moses met with God on Mount 
Horeb. As he stood on “holy ground” (v. 5), he 

Key #4

“Flames of Fire”
His ministers are to be “flame[s] of fire”!...  

“A flame of fire”! A perpetual fire, a constant 
fire, a constant burning, a holy inward flame—

that is exactly what God’s Son was in the  
world manifesting for us all. 
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saw a great wonder—a bush that burned but was 
never consumed. This is how God showed Himself 
to Moses, and, in a similar way, this is how God 
shows Himself to the world, through and in us.

 “A flame of fire” is an inward burning with 
love and compassion, zeal and fervor, prayer and 
praise, righteous anger against the devil and all 
his works, and a holy desire to see the kingdom of 
God established and growing. On fire but never 
consumed, burning but never burned out, this 
inward flame is fueled by relationship with God 
and fellowship with the Holy Spirit. If the fire 
in our hearts is fueled by Him, how can it burn 
out? If we are fueled by anything else, it will, 
though.

 This “perpetual burning” is what burned 
inside Wigglesworth. It came, of course, out of his 
hunger and thirst, his inward craving for God, 
which he called “a taste of the heavenlies.”

 The great English revivalist, John Wesley, was 
once asked about his enormous success in open-
air preaching in England, because huge crowds 
would gather to hear him. His much repeated 
response was, “Every morning I set myself alight 
and people come for miles to watch me burn!”

O God, You are my God; early will I seek 
You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs 
for You in a dry and thirsty land where 
there is no water. So I have looked for You 
in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your 
glory.  (Psalm 63:1–2)
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 Every morning, set yourself alight by seeking 
Him earnestly, so that you might be “a flame of 
fire,” and people will come for miles to watch you 
glow. “The yearning brings the burning.”

 Wigglesworth lived ready at all times, for 
every situation and every emergency. He walked 
in the Spirit, possessed by the Spirit of God and 
therefore always ready. We must learn to walk in 
such a manner.

 We have seen that intense hunger is the basic 
foundation for this walk of power. The next step 
after hunger is discipline, for discipline is the fruit 
and the evidence of real hunger. Discipline causes 
us to build the house during the calm, to build our 
prayer lives in good times, and not just pray for 
power during crisis periods. Then we don’t have 
to struggle to try to build it during the storms.

 Unfortunately, however, many people live from 
one crisis to the next, only turning to God with 
any real intensity during emergencies. Therefore 
they never develop the faith needed to walk con-
sistently in victory. The faith that we need is the 

Key #5

To Live Ready
We are a back number if we have to pray for 

power, if we have to wait until we feel a sense 
of His presence. The baptism in the Holy Spirit 

should empower you for any emergency.
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faith that is built “precept upon precept, line upon 
line,...here a little, there a little” (Isaiah 28:10).
 Faith must be built up every day! Jesus Him-
self said that a man must “take up his cross daily” 
(Luke 9:23). Daily, not weekly. Not just on Sun-
day, but every day. This is the only way we can live 
ready. Remember, a weekly walk is a weak walk!
 You must come to the place of daily building, 
with a daily denial of self, a daily discipline of 
reading and meditating on 
the Word of God, and a daily 
habit of spending quality 
time in worship, waiting on 
Him, and seeking Him for 
more. You will find that any 
man or woman doing sub-
stantial things for God lives 
in these daily disciplines. A 
“flame of fire” is always burning, always ready.
 Wigglesworth lived this daily walk. He was 
always aflame, fueled by his continual seeking 
of God’s presence. Thus, he lived empowered and 
ready to serve. You can have this walk of power if 
you will practice these daily disciplines.
 Many young men asked Wigglesworth how 
they could obtain great faith like he had. Wiggles-
worth simply answered from the Scripture, “First 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear” (Mark 4:28 kjv). Real empowering faith 
does not spring up overnight. Rather, it is built 
daily, seven days a week, 365 days a year.

Wigglesworth 
…was always 
aflame, fueled 

by his continual 
seeking of God’s 

presence.
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 Here is the standard of the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit that Wigglesworth preached and lived 
by: “nothing less” than that which would “eat up 
the whole of my life.” This is being possessed by 
the Holy Spirit.

 Wigglesworth would frequently declare in his 
meetings, “Filled with God. Yes, filled with God, / 
Emptied of self and filled with God.” 2 Along with 
John the Baptist, he would say, “He must increase, 
but I must decrease” (John 3:30). He patterned his 
life on the following principle:

All of self, none of God.
Less of self, more of God.
None of self, all of God. 3

 The purpose of the Holy Spirit baptism is to 
make Jesus King of our lives. For Jesus really to 
be King, and not just a figurehead, the baptism 
must “eat up the whole of my life.” Possession is 
when He is fully, totally, in control.

 Wigglesworth was so dedicated to this real-
ity that at times he refused to pray for the sick 
until he had partaken of communion. This was 

Key #6

When Jesus Reigns
The baptism in the Holy Spirit has come for 

nothing less than to eat up the whole of my life. 
It set up Jesus as King, and nothing can stand in 

His holy presence when He is made King.
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to ensure that Wigglesworth was dead, and that 
it was fully Christ in him who would minister. If 
this wasn’t completely true, he knew that there 
would be no power. What a blessed reality.

 Unfortunately, today’s standard of the bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit has dropped drastically 
from the standard that Wigglesworth preached 
and lived. A church will normally experience only 
what it receives through preaching and teaching:

	 •	 If faith is preached, faith will increase.
	 •	 If	healing	is	preached,	there	will	be	healing	in	

the church.
	 •	 If	 prosperity	 for	God’s	 children	 is	 preached,	

then the people will prosper.

 The same principle holds for any of the truths 
and promises of God’s Word, because “faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
(Romans 10:17). If people hear the Word of God 
pertaining to a particular promise or truth, their 
faith will be built for it, and they will receive 
according to their faith. However, if they do not 
hear the Word of God pertaining to that thing, 
their faith will not be built for it, so how can they 
receive?

 Now, it is also true that if a lesser standard 
of any truth is preached, a lesser standard will 
be received. John Wesley instructed His young 
preachers, “Preach faith until you have it, and 
then because you have it, you will preach faith.” 4 

Wesley understood this concept: the standard 
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preached will build faith in people, and even in 
the preacher, to strive for and reach that stan-
dard.

 One of the purposes of this book is that Chris-
tians around the world might again sit under the 
preaching of this great man, Smith Wigglesworth. 
His standard of faith, dedication, power, holiness, 
and of the baptism in the Holy Spirit was of such 
a high level that both preachers and laymen need 
to rise to that standard—the standard that God 
established in his life.

 When you begin to grasp this standard of the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit that Wigglesworth had, 
let it become yours also. Set it before your face, 
and let it become your vision. Don’t stop until you 
have it. Hunger for it, and ask God for it. Let it 
eat up the whole of your life, that Jesus might be 
King!


