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1
The New Thing

T he great psalmist said in Psalm 8:4, “What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him?”

Evidently the psalmist suddenly became alarmed 
by the immensity of this thing called man. For six 
thousand years this question has been on the lips of 
humans, “What is man that You give such attention to 
him, God?” The whole Bible was written primarily for 
man. It is not a book on astrology or astronomy. It is not 
a book on sciences; it is a book about man.

Possibly there is no truth whose time has so fully 
come as the truth about the total man. Maybe there has 
never been such eagerness in our land to understand 
this truth as there is at this moment. I am delighted 
at this. This truth can resolve personal problems. It 
can resolve family, church, and community problems. 
When we know the truth of the total man, we get to the 
very core and center of all human problems. It is not 
enough to have a definition; we must have an applica-
tion of how this truth works. Then it is really useful to 
us.

There are three major areas of education with 
which all of us must grapple.
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Who Is God?

The first and primary area is God. A person who 
does not know God has not actually started to live. How 
can a person say he knows how to live if he does not 
know God? I believe firmly that God made this earth, 
and we ought to know something about Him. When 
you see a watch, would you like to know the maker? 
Have you ever wondered how God makes humans? 
The greatest knowledge that a human can have in this 
world is a knowledge of God. Very few people ever get 
to know God. Many people know about God, but they 
do not know God. If you are not willing to concentrate, 
penetrate, and seek with your total being to know God, 
you will not know Him.

The greatest revelation of God is in the Bible. You 
should begin at the first page and read to the last page. 
What a study you would enjoy!

Atheists, communists, and agnostics do not know 
God! Sinners do not know Him either! Yet we do not 
really live until we begin to know God. To know Him is 
to understand what life is all about. God was so desir-
ous that we get to know Him that He sent His Son to 
represent Him, so that in the Son we would see God. 
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Know Your Fellowman

The second vast area of information for every 
human is knowing our fellowman. It is amazing that 
we can live with humans all our lives and not know 
anything about them. Have you ever heard a man 
say after living with a woman for fifty years, “I don’t 
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understand her”? He thought he did when he married 
her, but somewhere along the line, communication 
broke down.

We would not have wars if we knew one another. 
The Russians are nice people; I have lived with them. 
The Germans are lovely people; I have lived with 
them, too. All nations are full of nice people. If we had 
a knowledge of one another, there would not be wars 
or any other kind of friction. If there was a complete 
understanding between management and labor, there 
would not be all the friction we have. It is an under-
standing of our fellowman that we need, but so many 
times we do not see what makes this person hurt, that 
person sad, or another person feel like we do not care 
for him. We do not seek to understand what makes 
others happy or unhappy. Until we know who God is 
and learn to understand our fellowman, we have not 
started to live.

Know Yourself

The third great key to understanding successful 
living is to know yourself. Very few humans know 
themselves at all. I struggled honestly, sincerely, and 
continually for more than twenty years to understand 
the difference between spirit and soul. I asked almost 
every prominent religious leader whom I met in my 
travels throughout the whole world. As soon as I would 
meet a biblical scholar I would say, “What is the spirit 
of a human? Where does it reside? How does it mani-
fest itself? When does a person receive his spirit—at 
birth or rebirth?”

Do you know I could not find a single person who 
could tell me? Finally, the answer came by revelation.
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Your Spirit—The Born-Again Nature

One morning, about two o’clock, I was begging 
God to tell me. God spoke very beautifully to me and 
said, “Your spirit is your born-again nature.”

I replied, “That sounds very simple.” Then, sud-
denly the whole great truth bubbled and burst open 
right in my face. I began to explain it to others in camp 
meetings and conventions all over the country. I began 
to talk about the total man. Who he is and what he 
has become are very common subjects today, but I had 
never heard one sermon on it for the first thirty years 
of my ministry.

David asked in Psalm 8:4–6, 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the 
son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast 
made him a little lower than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest 
him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his feet.

Man’s Composite Nature

I had read that Scripture dozens of times and did 
not understand it until God told me what the compos-
ite nature of a human person really is. Its meaning did 
not come to me until God showed me that the spirit 
and soul are distinctly different. Suddenly I under-
stood what God meant when He said, “I crowned man 
with glory and honor” (Psalm 8:5). Man has dominion 
over the works of God’s hands. This means that we, as 
humans, have dominion. God has put all things under 
our feet. Would it not be wonderful if we lived up to all 
the things that belong to us?
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Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is quick [the 
old English word “quick” does not mean “fast”; it means 
“moving” or “living”], and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit.”

If we are ever going to know the difference between 
our soul and spirit, it will come from the Word of God. 
We can study psychology in all the universities of the 
world and not come up with an answer, because God 
says His Word has the answer.

If we do not get our answer from the Bible, we will 
be without an answer for the rest of our lives.

First Thessalonians 5:23 says, “And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Outside of the Bible, man is a dualism or two-part 
creature.

Psychiatry, psychology, and philosophy teach that 
man is two parts. They think he is inside and outside, 
topside and bottomside. The Word of God says that 
man is three.

I really feel that God is doing a new thing on the 
earth today in a remarkable and wonderful way. God 
is exploding revelation in this end time. This truth has 
not been fully taught in our generation.

Historical Truth and Pertinent Truth

There are two embodiments of truth. One of these 
truths is historical truth, and the other is pertinent 
truth. We should have a thorough comprehension of 
this.

Historical truth is unrelated to your destiny. For 
example, once there was a man named Noah who built 
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a big boat. Noah was not a shipbuilder, but God gave 
him the blueprints and taught him how to build it. 
Until 1850 a.d. nobody ever built a boat as big as his. 
We accept this story as history, but it has nothing to do 
with the peace that is in our hearts now. It has nothing 
to do with the joy that is in our soul. It is true, but it is 
historical truth.

Pertinent truth is the opposite of that. It has to do 
with the fact that God loves you, He gave His Son for 
you, and you can be saved forever right now!

There are literally worlds of pertinent truth in the 
Bible. They have to do with your joy, happiness, and 
peace. The doctrine of the total man belongs in the 
column of pertinent truth. You must understand your-
self to be a successful Christian. You have to know who 
you are before you can direct yourself. It is possible 
that 95 percent of all the Christians in our land (even 
though they are born again and their spirits are alive) 
still live, act, and think in their Adamic nature. They 
are living in the old man. Within them abides the secret 
of the new man, but they have not been taught perti-
nent truth; they are living in the ways and the feelings 
of the old Adamic nature. God is now calling them to a 
new life in Christ Jesus. This is why I want to lead you 
into the exploration of the third great area of truth: the 
understanding of ourselves—the total man.


